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Leap into the Chasm of your Creativity

In order to write confidently, you need to take a Leap of Faith

What will people think when they read my work? That would worry me a lot when I was beginning my writer’s journey. Now I write without thinking too much.

My writing is a reflection of my literary talents and of me as an individual. I do not want to write like anybody else. I admit I have people I admire in the literary field, but I want to be true to who I am as a writer.

As a writer, I want my writings to make my readers feel excited at the words which I put together on a page. I want my readers to feel enthusiastic about their craft and the ideas that they have in their minds.

We all have powerful ideas to inspire and fill our readers with adventure and thrills when they read our work. However, we are too nervous to make that “Leap of Faith”.

In your mind there is the largest chasm of unfathomable depths, waiting to be explored. Do not go through your whole life ignoring that chasm. I had walked the edges of that chasm, till I decided that there was no time to waste.

There comes a time in the lives of literary men and literary women when a decision needs to be made, one that will change the paths of their literary careers.

One Sunday a few years ago, I decided that in order for me to truly be myself as a writer, I needed to take a leap-of-faith into that unfathomable chasm of my own creativity. The initial jump was nerve-wracking, but the plunge into my own creative mind was exhilarating. To be finally free of what I thought the world was expecting me to write. 

I was not going to write for “niches” or for subjects, topics which were popular and which would get me profits. I was going to write from within, staying true to my identity as a writer. I was writing to please myself, knowing that it was a definite statement of who I wanted to be as a writer.

It is your time today, to take that Leap of Faith into the limitless depths of your creativity, which will take you as a writer to the ultimate heights of your creative mind. You will be okay and you can take that from me, a writer who has taken that leap into the unknown.

You may not win the Nobel Prize for Literature or write a Bestseller, but you will be doing what you enjoy, which is to entertain, educate and enthral your readers with your words, images, descriptions, and stories which you create.
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Fiction-Wrecking Ball
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He could not leave his home; it was his castle and it was his place of comfort for so many years. He was happy in this home of his, he had times of joy, times of defeats, and times of tears. This was his home. It was the home he brought his new wife to and that wonderful day when he carried her in. This was the home for his young family, of three young children. This structure of wood, cement, concrete, sand, and stone was everything to him.

The years had passed and the children had grown. They were now studying at university. His wife Linda was not as well as she used to be, but she took care of their home, from the freshly pressed curtains she put up on the windows at the beginning of each month, to the potted plants on the window sill she cared for every day. Alex was always away at work. He liked watching the light-bulbs shine behind the frills and the curtains, as he walked back home. Linda took good care of the house and the family. Linda always made it feel like a well-loved home.

A decade later Alex was seventy-years-old, he was greyer and always felt so cold. Linda had passed away five years ago. The three children were married and had children of their own. All three of his children had moved away with their families. The home was quieter now and there was not much activity, except for the sound of Alex as he made his fresh cup of tea.

The land developers had bought the land and they wanted to break the old house and build multi-storeyed buildings for fifty families to live in. Alex was not prepared to leave his house. He did not want to leave his castle and his home.

The wrecking ball came to the front door in the month of June. Alex watched as his home was broken into shattered bits of wood, cement, sand, and concrete. All the warm memories of love and family, that he had in that home, were all destroyed. Alex was heartbroken at the destruction that lay before him. There was nothing that he could have done, the big construction company had won. The wrecking ball kept smashing his home, till nothing remained standing, not a doorway or a window frame. The wrecking ball smashed into everything that stood in its way, turning it into dust and clay. The wrecking ball was breaking walls no longer needed. Alex watched his home lie in ruins, as he sat in the car of his eldest son, Raymond, as he took him home.

A year later when Alex passed his old house, as his son drove him to the pension office, he was amazed at what he saw. There was a large building where his old home used to be, it was brand new and it was a marvel to see. He noticed young children coming out of the building, with their parents taking them to school. Alex was happy at what he saw, so many young families, new homes, and new stories being told. Alex realized that his home needed to go to make way for so many new homes for families to begin their stories. The old makes way for the new and life carries on, it is so true.
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Writing Prompt - What I need to Learn?
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I need to learn that life needs to be enjoyed. I tend to get too tense and stressed as life can get busy at times. A busy life and an active life are just what I enjoy and crave, but sometimes it can all get a bit too much.

I need to learn that everyone does not see the world the same way that I do. There are those who will have the same vision of the world and there are those who will have a different view of the world. I need to learn that everyone’s vision of the world is unique and special as it all comes together like shards of colored glass to make the most beautiful mosaic.

What I need to learn are a few more languages of the world, and I need to start soon. My Grandfather was a linguist and worked as a Customs Officer at the Airport. I am certain that I will be able to learn a few more global languages, as it must be in my genes. I will not know if I do not try to educate myself in the study of a few new languages. Every language is an opportunity to learn more about the culture and the people and it is something worth exploring.
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Poetry-Time Passes By
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We wait in patient expectation,

For great things to happen in life,

As the clock keeps ticking,

As the days move on and on.

Every day has its surprises in store,

The minute you walk out, of your front door.

The active clock never stops a second,

Like stories carried on the blowing wind.

There may be sadness on a rainy day,

When everything goes the wrong way.

Yet, the busy face of the clock changes,

Every second and every minute of the day,

Life is all about changes anyway.

Great fortune smiles on you today,

As Midas throws his gold coins your way.

Time passes by as the world turns,

Fire melts gold as fiery passion always burns.

The baby was born and held in the arms today,

Will grow to be a woman of substance someday.

The child will grow to be a rebellious teen,

As an adult, she will obey life’s rules,

As a mother, she will make her rules.

The clock keeps, tick, tick, ticking,

As the days turn into months and years,

Some filled with happiness and some with tears.

The clock keeps ticking,

Even after the sun sets,

While the moon rises,

When the birds are all gone.

That ticking clock within your chest,

Is the one that has your life blessed.

Cherish the moments special and rare,

Spread your charity, love, and care.

Your clock is powered by your positive deeds,

Making evergreen trees grow from those seeds.

Your clock of time ticks constantly,

You will have it for all eternity.

The clicking clock is the celestial chime,

That beats within your heart and mine.
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Poetry- Always walking with our Memories
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Whether we are walking with friends,

Whether we are walking with family,

Even when we are walking on our own,

We are always accompanied by our memories.

Those silent companions who know us so well,

Those quiet films we play in our minds,

Those thoughts which we hold onto.

Those are the memories that filter through,

Every moment of every day of our lives.

We walk with happy and joyful memories,

When our days and our nights were gold.

We walk with sad and painful memories,

On nights when we shiver in the cold.

The memories of silver and gold,

That we cherish and love to hold,

Are the ones we spend with love,

The ones we share with family,

The ones we will carry in eternity.

We are always walking with our memories,

Some may be dark and some so bright,

That they shine when there is no light.

We carry these movies and snapshots,

Of the life we have lived till today.

We protect those glimpses of memories,

Like we would protect endangered trees.

Memories of love are memories so bright,

The radiance of romance shines like a light.

Our memories make our lives,

Our memories shape our lives.

Our memories of life and serenity,

We will carry through all eternity.

Keep your memories safe and warm,

They will comfort you in life’s storm.

Make new memories and some more,

They are your strength and power store.
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Prose Poetry- Cloud Watching- Meditation


[image: ]


The more she looked at the clouds, they seemed to speak to her. Diana watched the puffy white clouds sail by across the clear blue sky. Every cloud that moved across the blue, had a message which rang true. The clouds were not just clouds to Diana, they were her memories, her past, her present and her future.

In this cloud watching state of meditation, Diana got impressions of her parents, who always took her on the best holidays. There in the bright sunshine under a cloud filled blue sky, Diana spent her childhood. Sometimes she felt so free and alive she thought she could fly. Those feelings had disappeared with adulthood, when the reality of life hit her hard. Watching clouds drift by, across the clear blue sky, was her meditation card.

Diana looked at the white billowy clouds that sailed by and thought of all the friends and lovers who had caught her eye. Some promised so much and yet were so empty and hollow, like dried kernels, tossed onto the sea shore, under a blue sky. While her good friends stayed with her through thick and thin, helping her through struggles and celebrating every win.

The white clouds that came towards her eye, reminded her of all the opportunities she had coming towards her. While those clouds that sailed past her eye, were the missed opportunities and dreams, Diana could not get as they dissolved into the bosom of the blue sky.

When you watch the sky today, you may just tend to see, all the dreams and memories, that were forgotten, are so fresh and alive on a clear blue sea. Cloud watching is just a hobby for some, to be done with an element of fun. However, when you stop thinking and start to see, you will find, that those clouds hold memories, which are treasures like a goldmine for you and me.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Breaking the Routine- Pushing Your Boundaries
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Every day we get up, go to work or school and one day becomes another and another. Every day seems to blend into yet another day, when all days feel the same. At the end of another tedious day of routines, it seems like you have devoted your entire life to living one long boring day.

We talk about motivation and inspiration. All that disappears when we go about our daily lives with our so regular boring routines and rituals of living. How can we change the way we feel and live, while being dutiful and doing what needs to be done in life to pay the bills, enjoy our work and celebrate life with family and friends? We are stuck in this old boring routine. We are slaves to our boring daily lives.

My wife and I change the course of a day during the week, by doing something completely different, by ourselves, or with friends and family. We go to a new place for dinner after work, we meet friends and family for a catch-up. There are so many exciting things to do, not at the weekend, but during the course of the week.

The idea behind doing something very different during the week, breaks the routine and will help you to be refreshed and invigorated. Go and watch the latest movie with friends and family during the week, or visit an exciting theme park. 

There are so many interesting ways to push your boundaries using your imagination to create new things to do in life, to break the monotony of a boring 9 to 5 existence. Share your innovative and creative ideas for activities that can be done during the week with friends and family, in the comments section of this article, Thank you.
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Writing- A Writer’s Life- The Fevered Brain
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Who remembers the way they felt when they had a fever and nothing seemed to make sense? You do not know whether you are coming or going, there is no time for creative thinking or for meditation and for healing the body with the power of the mind.

Yet, when we are healthy and well, we can meditate, create and use our imagination to create wonderful stories, poems and articles, around simple ideas. In a healthy state of body and mind we feel and know that we can heal ourselves with the power of our mind and by using the curative powers of meditative techniques.

Sadly, all the lofty ideas of healing ourselves fall apart, when we are not well. As I have been over the last two days and just recovering from a fever and a cold. The fevered brain is something that I am not used to and certainly did not enjoy a minute of it. 

However, it made me realize that my body was trying to tell me that I needed the rest, to recuperate and recover to my normal self again. I can say that even at the height of my fever, I composed and published a few stories on Medium to prove to myself that I can still use my imagination even when I had a fevered brain and my temperature was rising. 
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Short Story- The Lost Gift- A new discovery from the past
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Kelsey was surprised at what she saw in the large chest she had just opened in her attic. She was getting ready to leave her family home soon, although they had not yet found the right property. Kelsey’s husband Jake was busy loading up the van with all the things they were going to sell at the local flea market. 

Over the last 20 years and with three children, there was a lot that the couple had accumulated. They did not want to take it to their new home in the countryside. Their lives had changed, they were grandparents now and so they had decided to leave the city and move to live in the peace and quiet of the countryside.

There in the large chest was a small box containing documents of ownership for a large area of land in the countryside with a cottage and a pool. With the property document was a letter written by her father Jonathan.

“Dearest Kelsey,

You are our only daughter and our treasure. We have bought this property for you to use once you celebrate your eighteenth birthday. This is a surprise birthday gift for you from your mother and myself. Thank you for being such a wonderful and thoughtful daughter to us.”

Your Ever-loving Parents

Jonathan and Margaret

Tears were rolling down Kelsey’s cheeks, as she read the letter with happiness and joy. Her parents died in a train accident before she was eighteen, so they never got the chance to give her this gift. Kelsey believed that her parents were looking down on her and smiling. Her life in the country was now going to be a reality, from the grasslands to the cottage and the pond. This new discovery and a lost gift from the past would change their lives.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

The Girl Who Knew Too Little- She Stood up, spoke up and Flew High
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Growing up her parents encouraged her to speak her mind, make her choices and stand by them. Later she learned that life and people were not going to be caring and comforting. She was not going to always have her parents around her. They were not going to be there when she needed them and when she had to face obstacles in life. She was the girl who knew too little about the reality of the world.

However, due to her fierce inner power, strength and determination, she did not accept all the lies that the world served up to her every day, through news and media, friends and peers. She decided to be the girl who knew too little about the world, because it gave her the power to get bigger than all the negativity that the world feeds us every day. She enjoyed being the girl and the woman who knew too little about the reality of the world, with its biases, it prejudices and its fractured ways of life.

The girl who knew too little matured into the woman who chose to know too little about the harsh realities of life. Those emotional burdens we need to carry around with us every day, worrying about what the world will say, troubled about what the world has said, never knowing the right way to do things, never knowing if we will or will not be accepted, always looking for approval from individuals who are themselves lost and confused but walk around like they own the world, the fool’s paradise that they have created for themselves and for others who embrace their negative ways of thinking and living.

This woman who grew up with parents who encouraged her mental, physical and psychological wellbeing broke the shackles of a restricted mind and life for her. This woman stood up for what she believed in, spoke up for what she thought and knew was right, flew up to the highest stratospheres of life and became a force for positivity and goodwill in the world.

I dedicate this article to my Mum, Joan who passed away a few years ago and was a great guide and mentor. Did this article remind you of any girl or woman in your life who has made, is making or will make a great difference in the world? Use, “The Girl Who Knew Too Little”, as a Prompt for your story.
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Poetry- Every Writer’s Anthem- Writing Fires Building Empires
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Writing words and shaping minds,

Finding treasures of exotic kinds.

We are the Doctors of the literary word,

Giving them words to fly like a bird.

We are the Surgeons of the literary craft,

To make you smile, cry, scream and laugh.

Writers can be found all over the world,

As it spins, moves, circles, and whirls.

Writers build worlds like architects,

With structures from bridges to oceans and decks.

Writers are always lighting creative fires,

Making heroes in stories and forging empires.

Whatever the season and whatever the time,

Writers work on stories, articles, and rhyme.

Every writer will never need to slow and retire,

Not when the mind is filled with creative fire.

Professions will appear and disappear in time,

A writer will adapt and survive in any clime.

We writers climb to the highest summit,

With sheer willpower, determination, and grit.

The writer’s flag will fly high and always rise,

From the writing desk to the starry skies.

Writers are always kindling literary fires,

Uniting the world with communication wires.

Every writer is a gift to the human race,

Regardless of color, sex, creed, age, or race.

There is a purpose for all writers to know,

In sharing imagination and creativity can they grow.

Writers have always been overlooked and forgotten,

Yet, they are survivors stronger than iron and tin.

The mind of a writer never tires,

It grows stronger with its creative fires.

Every Writer needs to stand tall and proud,

Stating their mission clearly
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