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INTRODUCTION

 This is a very interesting and challenging book!
The first time that I set out to study the covenants of God in His
word, the Bible, was back in 2001. Although that study was
completed, I was still left with many questions that were yet
unanswered, even though I was 21 years old in The Lord at that
time. Then in 2011, God again led His servant to redo the study of
2001, since by this time I was 31 years old in The Lord and had a
greater knowledge of God’s word. However, I was still left with
some questions even at that time. And then on October 9th, 2017,
and again on May 19th, 2018, while in prayer, God let His servant
know that He wanted a book written on His covenants, which now led
to this book.

God must have
figured that now being over 38 years old in the faith (God having
saved His servant on January 14th, 1980), that I now must have a
better grasp of God’s word in order to be able to write this book
on this subject! And so, in the chapters that follow, we will look
only at the covenants that God has made with mankind, not being
concerned with whatever human covenants may be mentioned in God’s
word, and there are some. We will then examine each covenant that
God has made with mankind in each age of time, with just enough
detail so to have a good grasp of that covenant, whenever we
personally encounter the mention of it in our reading of God’s
word.

There are three
things that one should be aware of at the outset. The first is that
the Biblical text that God gave will often be included as part of
the text of this book, so that the reader will not have to turn to
the Bible to read that text. Then secondly, capitalization has been
added for emphasis. And thirdly, at times comments are supplied,
which will be in brackets in the text of God’s word, as an
additional help to the reader.

Then we are to
also note that at the back of the book there is an Addenda with
five sections. In Addendum A, there is a brief outline of the four
ages of time, for any reading the book who might not be aware of
the fact that God has divided all of time into four ages. Then in
Addendum B, there is a brief outline of the two comings from Heaven
to earth in time of God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any who
may not be familiar with this information either. In Addendum C, we
have a word about the fact that God choses some unto salvation
through the ages of time, which is always for a purpose, as we will
here see. Then in Addendum D, we have an exposition of Daniel
9:24-27, and then in Addendum E we have a presentation of the
gospel, which is the good news that God gives in His word regarding
His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any readers who might not as
yet have that vital personal relationship with God through faith in
His Son.

And before
closing this Introduction, there should be a few personal words
mentioned, since we are all somewhat curious by nature. So after
completing 21 years of formal education and then spending almost 28
years working in Project Engineering and Management in the
Corporate offices of a large utility, God called His servant as a
non-denominational evangelist in early 1999 and then sent him out
more than two thousand miles, away from family and friends, to the
place of service God has assigned, which is where His servant has
been and is still serving Him as evangelist, counselor, author,
editor, and publisher. The author is a widower with three adopted
children, all now married with a family of their own.

This book, and
all the author’s books, are available for purchase in print format
or as an eBook on all major distribution channels. Since the
author’s two websites are no longer active, one may access the
books, and places to purchase, by typing “Roger Henri Trepanier,
books” in any search engine.

Please note
that this book was revised in Oct/Nov 2023.

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.






















“remember that you
were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the world.”

Ephesians 2:12







CHAPTER
ONE

A brief word about the covenants
encountered in God’s word, the Bible

As we begin, it
is important to keep in mind that the study of covenants in God’s
word is not an easy subject. Even if one were to attempt to define
the word, one would not find it an easy task. So why is this such a
difficult subject? From what I have discovered so far in studying
this subject is that it requires a good grasp of God’s word to
start with, starting in Genesis and going right through to
Revelation. In other words, what God says at Hebrews 5:13,14 would
be true in regards to the subject of God’s covenants, “[13] For
everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of
righteousness, for he is an infant. [14] But solid food is for the
mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to
discern good and evil.” In other words then, the study of God’s
covenants is “solid food,” meant for the fairly mature in the
faith, and not for infants, as those who are still fairly new
believers, and therefore still on the milk of God’s word.

Having said
that, let us begin by first noting that in God’s word, the Bible,
there are human covenants mentioned, which were between two human
beings or two human groups; and also those which were between God
and mankind, with both sets of covenants being either conditional
or unconditional. A human covenant that can be viewed as
conditional could be a treaty, which meant that both parties to the
covenant or treaty had conditions to fulfill in order for the
covenant or treaty between them to remain in force. And a human
covenant that can be viewed as unconditional could be a person’s
last will and testament, where a person promises to divide one’s
estate among one’s immediate relations (usually) upon one’s death,
where generally there are no conditions set for the beneficiary or
beneficiaries to meet.

However, when
we come to God’s covenants, we are obviously not dealing with two
equal human beings, since God is an eternal Being, Who is the
Creator of human beings, which He desires to bless through His
covenants! For this reason, when we come to the covenants that God
has made with mankind in time, we need to view these covenants AS
DECLARATIONS OF GOD’S INTENTIONS, OR PURPOSES OF GOD, that He makes
known in His word, WHERE GOD HAS MANKIND’S BLESSING IN VIEW IN
MAKING THESE COVENANTS!

And then we are
to further see that God’s covenants with mankind, could either be
CONDITIONAL, which meant that God placed some conditions on mankind
in order to uphold the covenant entered into with God; or
UNCONDITIONAL, which meant that such a covenant depended only on
God for its fulfillment. And here we need to note that the only
covenant that God made with mankind in time which was conditional
was God’s FIRST COVENANT, which required obedience to God’s word on
the part of mankind in order to inherit God’s promises of blessing
under that first covenant, and in order to avoid God’s judgments
leading to death.

Then we are to
observe that the rest of the covenants that God did make with
mankind are all UNCONDITIONAL, where God did not require mankind to
do anything in order to inherit God’s blessings under these
covenants. And so, GOD’S COVENANT WITH NOAH, WITH ABRAHAM, WITH
DAVID, HIS COVENANT OF SALT, OF PEACE, AND HIS NEW COVENANT, are
all unconditional covenants, which fall under the category of God’s
“covenants of promise,” as He calls them at Ephesians 2:12, where
we read, “remember that you were at that time separate from Christ,
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to THE
COVENANTS OF PROMISE, having no hope and without God in the
world.”






















“But like Adam they
have transgressed the covenant; there they have dealt treacherously
against Me.”

Hosea 6:7







CHAPTER
TWO

God’s covenants in the first age of
time

1) The reality of
God’s first covenant

That there is a
“first covenant” is clear from God stating that there is such a
covenant, noting for instance what He says in this regard in the
following verses, starting at Hebrews 8:7, adding verse 8 for
context, “[7] For if that FIRST COVENANT had been faultless, there
would have been no occasion sought for a second. [8] For finding
fault with them, He says, "Behold, days are coming, says the Lord,
when I will effect a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah,” then also at Hebrews 9:1, “Now even the FIRST
COVENANT had regulations of divine worship and the earthly
sanctuary,” also at Hebrews 9:15, “For this reason He is the
mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a death has taken place
for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under
the FIRST COVENANT, those who have been called may receive the
promise of the eternal inheritance,” and again at Hebrews 9:18,
“Therefore even the FIRST COVENANT was not inaugurated without
blood.” It is therefore clear from what God says in these verses
that there indeed was a first covenant!

2) Seeing God’s first
covenant being introduced with Adam

What we want to
do now in this section is learn about what God means by ‘the first
covenant,’ which truth will also hold for the other ages of time.
And what is interesting to see, as we continue to now look at God’s
introduction of His first covenant to mankind, is that God does not
even use the word “covenant” at all in relation to Adam in the
first age of time, which covers the first eleven chapters of
Genesis in God’s word, the Bible (although God does make a covenant
with Noah and the earth in the first age, as we will see in the
last section of this present chapter). So the obvious first
question which arises here is: Then how do we know that God made
any covenant at all with Adam in the first age of time?

The answer to
that question is found in what God later mentions in His word at
Hosea 6:7 during the second age of time. In other words, we learn
of God’s first covenant being introduced with Adam in the first age
from what God later reveals to us about that first covenant in the
second age of time! And so, let us now note what God says at Hosea
6:7, looking here at verses 4 to 7 for context, “[4] What shall I
do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? For your
loyalty is like a morning cloud and like the dew which goes away
early. [5] Therefore I have hewn them in pieces by the prophets; I
have slain them by the words of My mouth; and the judgments on you
are like the light that goes forth. [6] For I delight in loyalty
rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge of God rather than
burnt offerings. [7] BUT LIKE ADAM THEY HAVE TRANSGRESSED THE
COVENANT; there they have dealt treacherously against Me.”

The word
“covenant” here, and throughout the Old Testament portion of God’s
word, is the same word, “Berith,” in the Hebrew original; keeping
in mind here that the Old Testament first came to us from God in
the Hebrew language, while the New Testament portion of God’s word,
came to us in the Greek language, so that the English versions of
the Bible that we have today are but translations from the original
Hebrew and Greek.

And in order to
understand the above passage of God’s word, we are to be aware of
certain truths. The first is that God is speaking this during the
second age of time to “Ephraim,” which here represented the
Northern kingdom of Israel; and to “Judah,” which represented the
Southern kingdom; keeping in mind that the nation of Israel was
divided into a Northern and Southern kingdom after the reign of
king Solomon.

Then a second
truth that we are to see here at Hosea 6 is that both the Northern
and Southern kingdoms of the nation of Israel had “transgressed the
covenant,” which we will later see was in reference to God’s first
covenant. And so, as we see at verse 4, the sons of Israel had not
been loyal to God and His (first) covenant, and then see from verse
7 that they had in fact dealt treacherously with God! Then a third
truth to note is that the word “transgressed” at Hosea 6:7 is the
Hebrew word “Abar,” which is here used in a spiritual sense of
turning away from God and His word, that is, of His commandments,
in order to do what God had not commanded.

And this leads
us to the question: What was it that the nation of Israel did in
the second age of time that they are said by God to have
“transgressed the (first) covenant,” which will also be applicable
to what Adam did in transgressing the same first covenant in the
first age of time? The answer to that question is partially given
by God in what He says at Hosea 6:4,6 here, “[4] …For your loyalty
is like a morning cloud and like the dew which goes away early… [6]
For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, and in the
knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

So we see that
God mentions two things that He was looking for from those who are
in (first) covenant relationship with Him, the one is “loyalty” and
the other is “the knowledge of God.” By “knowledge of God” here,
God means that which is personal and experiential in nature, that
is, what is from the heart; and not just external. What this means
then is that one who knows God personally will be loyal to Him out
of love for Him! The one automatically follows from the other. And
so God says that loyalty and the personal knowledge of Him are more
important than sacrifice and burnt offerings, because the latter
could be, and often were, but external acts, without one having a
true inward knowledge of God! This is important to remember.

The other
aspect of the answer to the question posed above in regards to
‘how’ the nation of Israel had transgressed the first covenant in
like manner as Adam is given to us by God a little further at Hosea
8:1, where God tells the nation of Israel, “Put the trumpet to your
lips! Like an eagle the enemy comes against the house of the Lord,
because they have TRANSGRESSED (same Hebrew word “Abar”) MY
COVENANT (Hebrew word “Berith”) AND REBELLED AGAINST THE LAW.”

And so, here we
are to see that the nation of Israel transgressed God’s first
covenant because they “rebelled against My law.” It is important to
realize here that by “My law,” God means His word, as given to
mankind and as contained in the Bible. And then as to the word
“rebelled,” we are to see that it is the Hebrew word “Pasha” in the
original, with the fundamental idea here being to turn from what
one knows is right, as made known in God’s word, to what was wrong
instead. And let us also note here that the word “treacherously” at
Hosea 6:7 is the Hebrew word “Bagad,” which denotes one’s
unfaithfulness in one’s relationship to another, here having in
view the fact that they were unfaithful to God’s first
covenant.

So let us put
all this together here by noting that the nation of Israel showed
themselves unfaithful to God’s first covenant in the second age of
time by turning away from God’s word, which God says Adam had also
done in the first age of time. In other words, the nation of Israel
was seen to be DISOBEDIENT TO GOD’S WORD, which was due to the fact
that they did not have a personal knowledge of Him in salvation,
which was why they were not loyal to His first covenant! This
therefore means that in looking at Adam in the first age of time,
we should find the same thing to be true, in that Adam was also
disobedient to God’s word, because he also did not have a personal
knowledge of God in salvation!

And before we
turn our attention to Adam, there is a very important last truth
that we must be clear about here, which God brings out for us in
what we read at Exodus 5:1,2, “[1] And afterward Moses and Aaron
came and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel,
'Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the
wilderness.' " [2] But Pharaoh said, "WHO IS THE LORD THAT I SHOULD
OBEY HIS VOICE to let to let Israel go? I DO NOT KNOW THE LORD, and
besides, I will not let Israel go." The key truth to remember here
is that obedience to God and His word in practice (that is, in the
daily outworking of one’s life) is always a sure sign of knowing
Him personally in salvation, and so of being a believer; while
disobedience to God and His word in practice is always a sure sign
of NOT having a personal relationship with God in salvation, and
so, of being an unbeliever!

So what is
critical to see from all we have just looked at here is that God
now brings in Adam to show that what he did in an earlier age, the
nation of Israel also did in the second age of time, which was to
transgress the same first covenant that Adam transgressed! And in
now turning to the first age of time, we are to note first of all
that God has the same ‘Adam’ in view there as at Hosea 6:7, which
is as the first man created by God at the time of the original
creation, this being clear from what God tells us at Genesis
2:7,20, “[7] Then the Lord God formed man (‘Adam’ in Hebrew) of
dust from the ground (a body being created), and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life (being then given a human spirit); and
man became a living being (that is, a living soul)… [20] The man
(‘Adam’ in Hebrew) gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds
of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for ADAM there was
not found a helper suitable for him.” And since it is the same
Hebrew word “Adam” that is in view at Hosea 6:7, this means that
the first man created by God is therefore in view as having
transgressed God’s first covenant also in his day, that is, during
the first age of time!

Then secondly,
let us see if what we have discovered at Hosea 6:7, in regards to
the nation of Israel transgressing the first covenant in the second
age of time, was indeed true of Adam in that earlier first age of
time. And so let us pick up God’s account of Adam immediately after
he was created of God, as we have noted above at Genesis 2:7,
noting now what God goes on to tell us at Genesis 2:8,9, “[8] The
Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden; and there He
placed the man whom He had formed. [9] Out of the ground the Lord
God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

And in order to
fully grasp what we have just been told by God, there are a few
truths that we need to be aware of here. The first is that Eden was
a literal place here on earth that God established for the purpose
of TESTING His creation. In other words, when God first created all
that exists, including the angelic and human beings, all were
sinless, which meant that none of the angels had yet sinned against
God, nor had Adam, as the first man, yet sinned against God. This
meant that all was sinless everywhere in God’s original creation,
which is why God looked at His creation after He finished creating
all on the sixth day of creation and said what is recorded at
Genesis 1:31, “God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day.” In relation to Adam, this meant that he was yet in INNOCENCE,
that is, YET SINLESS, NOT KNOWING GOOD AND EVIL.

And how we know
that the garden in Eden was a place for God to test Adam, who was
yet sinless, being in the state of innocence in which God created
him, is something we learn from what God further tells us at
Genesis 2:15-17, where we now also see GOD’S FIRST COVENANT
introduced for the first time, even though God was not yet using
that term, “[15] Then the Lord God took the man and put him into
the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. [16] THE LORD GOD
COMMANDED THE MAN, SAYING, "From any tree of the garden you may eat
freely; [17] but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, FOR IN THE DAY THAT YOU EAT FROM IT YOU WILL
SURELY DIE." As we will see shortly, in order to go on living with
God in the garden and not come under God’s judgment of death, ADAM
NEEDED TO OBEY GOD and eat only from the trees that God had allowed
him to eat from!

And so, in
order to test Adam, we are to notice from what was just quoted that
God placed Adam in the garden in Eden here on earth, which had
three kinds of trees in it that Adam would be able to see there.
First, there were the literal trees that would provide the physical
food that Adam would require to maintain his physical life here in
this physical realm of earth. Then we are to notice that God had
the “tree of life also in the midst of the garden,” which we later
learn from Genesis 3:22, was for the purpose of maintaining one’s
spiritual life with God, noting what we there read, “Then the Lord
God (The Father) said, "Behold, the man (Adam) has become like one
of Us (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), knowing good and evil; and now,
he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life,
and eat, and live forever."

In other words,
since God is a spirit Being (noting John 4:24), then one can only
relate to Him spiritually, by means of one’s human spirit, which
God gave every human being at original creation, as we have noted
at Genesis 2:7 above. What this means then is that God made
provision in that garden in Eden, as the place of testing, for Adam
to go on living with God spiritually there, just as long as Adam
remained in that state of innocence and sinless by continuing to
eat from the tree of life, which was not off limits to him, as we
see from verse 2:16 above. God only prohibited Adam from eating
from “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,” which we are to
see here was also a special tree, like the tree of life, for the
sole purpose of testing Adam.

And so, Adam’s
test here was clearly one of OBEDIENCE TO GOD, whether Adam would
obey God’s command or not! What this meant then is that obedience
to God meant the promise from God of spiritual life with Him, while
DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD meant God’s judgment of death! So what is
critical to grasp here is that THIS IS THE COVENANT, which we can
call ‘GOD’S FIRST COVENANT’ that God had in view at Hosea 6:7 that
He there says Adam transgressed! We do not have the word “covenant”
mentioned here in Genesis in the first age of time, but we
nevertheless know that it was a covenant due to God calling it a
covenant at Hosea 6:7! And what we are to remember here is that
this first covenant is CONDITIONAL, being based on the requirement
of OBEDIENCE to God word on mankind’s part!

And what God
meant by ‘death’ here at Genesis 2:17 was twofold, speaking of both
PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL DEATH. On the one hand, it meant that Adam,
if he failed the test by disobeying God here, would one day die
physically, since he had been constituted with a human body, which
is the only part of us as human beings that dies. Then on the other
hand, it meant that one day Adam would also be subject to spiritual
death, which involved an eternal separation from God. Since Adam
had a human spirit that cannot die, and also a soul, which is the
human part of him that also goes on eternally, then that meant that
after physical death, he would end up either with God in Heaven, if
he was in a personal relationship with Him in salvation; or away
from God’s Presence forever in hell, if he was not. And so, as we
saw from Genesis 3:22 above, Adam could avoid God’s judgment of
death by obeying God in continuing to eat from the literal trees
for food in order to maintain his physical life here on earth, and
then eat only from the supernatural tree of life in order to
maintain his spiritual life with God!

And before
going further here, It is also important to keep in mind that God’s
command at Genesis 2:16,17 was His word to mankind. In other words,
it was HIS LAW, which Adam, as created by God, was now called upon
to obey. Since God is The Creator of all that existed at that
original creation, then it is obvious that He has the right to make
the laws, as we read of Him at James 4:12 in part, “There is only
one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to
destroy…” What this means then, from what we have seen so far, is
that God has the right to have one live or die, since He is The
only Lawgiver and Judge, with Whom we all have to do!

And as we now
turn to talk about how Adam did in his test from God, let us keep
in mind that he was in that test REPRESENTATIVE OF THE WHOLE HUMAN
RACE! What this means here is that if any other human being had
been in Adam’s place, that human being would have done exactly what
Adam will now be seen as doing, which is to sin against God, by
disobeying God’s command of Genesis 2:16,17 by eating from the
forbidden tree, that being “the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.” And so, when Adam, and also Eve, the woman God gave him as a
life mate, ate from the forbidden tree, they both sinned against
God, thereby failing the test that God gave him in that garden in
Eden here on earth. In other words, to use the words of Hosea 6:7
that God there uses, Adam “transgressed” the (first) covenant that
God first introduced to mankind through Adam! And to also use the
understanding that we gained from looking at Hosea 6:7, we can
further say that he was not loyal to God due to not personally
knowing God in salvation!

That Adam and
Eve indeed transgressed God’s first covenant of Genesis 2:16,17 can
be gleaned from what God tells us happened at Genesis 3:1-7, “[1]
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman (Eve), "Indeed, has
God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" [2] The
woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the
garden we may eat; [3] but from the fruit of the tree which is in
the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat from it
or touch it, or you will die.' " [4] The serpent said to the woman,
"You surely will not die! [5] For God knows that in the day you eat
from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil." [6] When the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was
desirable to make one wise, SHE TOOK FROM ITS FRUIT AND ATE; and
she gave also to her husband (Adam) with her, AND HE ATE. [7] Then
the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and THEY SEWED FIG LEAVES TOGETHER AND MADE THEMSELVES LOIN
COVERINGS.”

And so, in
failing the test by disobeying God’s command to him at Genesis
2:16,17, Adam “transgressed the covenant,” and so went from a state
of being innocent, in terms of being sinless, to a state of being
sinful, which also meant he now incurred A SINFUL NATURE, which is
a soul tainted by sin, while in his present physical body on earth;
so that from now on all he would think, say, and do as a human
being would be sinful in God’s sight, since the source of the life
he would now be living would be from his sinful nature, and not
life with God coming from the supernatural tree of life! It also
meant that Adam was now subject to death, both physical and
spiritual death, since God had said at Genesis 2:17 that the
penalty due to disobedience, which is sin against Him and His word,
would be death!

And since all
human beings born into this world are descended from Adam and Eve,
and since Adam was representative of the whole human race to come,
then that also meant that not only his sinful nature would be
passed on through his seed whenever a child was conceived in Eve;
but also the death in its two aspects that he had now incurred, as
God makes clear in His word at Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as
through one man (Adam) sin (both the act of sin and the sinful
nature) entered into the world, and death (in its two aspects)
through sin, and so death (physical and spiritual) spread to all
men, because all sinned.”

And what God
means be “all sinned” here is that the whole of the human race is
born physically into this world in the innocence of Adam, in terms
of not knowing sin, that is, not knowing good or evil. However,
like Adam, God tests every human being born into this world at what
can be termed ‘THE AGE OF ACCOUNTABILITY,’ which is the age known
only to God, when as a young child one learns right from wrong
which God has imprinted on the conscience of all human beings at
creation (noting Romans 2:15), and because one has the sinful
nature passed on from the sperm of the father through the
conception of the mother, one will, like Adam, lose one’s innocence
and sin against God, thereby becoming not only personally
accountable to God for one’s sin, but also now subject to both
physical and spiritual death! And like one’s forefather Adam, one
will have transgressed God’s first covenant at that point!

That this is so
can be gleaned from what God says at Romans 11:32, “FOR GOD HAS
SHUT UP ALL IN DISOBEDIENCE SO THAT HE MAY SHOW MERCY TO ALL.” What
God refers to here is the fact that all human beings begin life
here on earth in the innocence of Adam, AS SINLESS, when first born
physically, but then all are disobedient to God at the age of
accountability, due to all having the same sinful nature inherited
from Adam and passed on through the sperm of the male, which is
activated at the age of accountability, and then all are exposed to
God’s mercy, when learning about God’s salvation, as we will next
see take place with Adam and Eve.

In other words,
we see here that the whole of the human race finds itself shut up
to disobedience at the time of one’s testing as a young child,
which is the age of accountability, in order that God might make
His mercy known, which can be defined here as God making it
possible for a human being to avoid what one deserves for being a
sinner before a Holy God, which is death, through personally coming
to learn of God’s salvation. That is what we will now turn to see
God do with Adam, in terms of his being shown God’s mercy, in order
to find out what God also does with the whole of the human race,
since Adam, as we have said, is representative of the whole human
race!

As a side note
here, since all human beings coming into his world are born in the
innocence of Adam, which is sinless, that is why if a baby, or even
a fetus, dies before the age of accountability, then that human
being is automatically with God in Heaven!

And before we
begin to shed some light on the truth that God now shares with Adam
relating to salvation, we need to realize at the outset that Adam,
in having sinned against God, is a sinner in God’s sight, and as
such, cannot walk with God in the garden of Eden, which is why we
see God casting Adam and Eve from that garden of Eden at Genesis
3:22,24, where we read, “[22] Then the Lord God (The Father) said,
"Behold, the man has become like one of Us (Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit), knowing good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his
hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever"…[24] So He drove the man out; and at the east of the
garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim (that is, an order of
angelic beings) and the flaming sword which turned every direction
to guard the way to the tree of life.”

But what is
very important to grasp here is that before God casts Adam and Eve
from the garden in Eden, he brings Adam and Eve into a personal
relationship with Himself, which is the moment of their salvation,
since now in that personal faith relationship with God, although
they will still be subject to physical death, they nevertheless
will be saved from the penalty due their sin, which was spiritual
death, as an eternal separation from God. And to see how God goes
about doing this here, let us note what God told the serpent at
Genesis 3:15, who we see from Revelation 12:9 is none else but
Satan, the devil, “And I will put enmity between you (the devil)
and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He (God’s coming
Son) shall bruise you (the devil) on the head, and you (the devil)
shall bruise Him (God’s Son) on the heel."

What we now
need to see, from what has just been quoted, is that the truth
relating to God’s Son was made known to Adam and Eve by God
immediately after they had sinned against Him, since God always
leaves Himself with believers on earth in every age of time, which
we can call ‘a believing seed or remnant,’ who would willingly
obey, and so serve Him, out of love for Him! This would not be the
case if Adam and Eve remained sinners in rebellion against God. And
so we see GOD TAKE THE INITIATIVE here, first letting Adam and Eve
know about His Son coming to earth in the future, as born of a
woman in the innocence of Adam, to deal with the devil’s work of
bringing sin and death to the human race.

And so, there
are three truths that we need to observe relating to what God just
made known at Genesis 3:15, namely: 1) That during time, there will
be two human seeds on earth, unbelievers and believers, who will
always be in opposition to one another; 2) that God will send His
Son to earth one day in the future, as born of a woman, in the same
way that all human beings enter this world; and 3) that when God’s
Son comes, He will put an end to the devil and his works! This last
statement here we see in the last part of the verse, when God says,
“…He (God’s coming Son) shall bruise you (the devil) on the head,
and you shall bruise Him (God’s Son) on the heel." It is obvious
here that by a bruise on the heel God did not indicate what was a
permanent blow. However, in saying a bruise to the head of the
devil, God did indicate what was a permanent blow here!

For what needs
to be further grasped here is that the word “bruise” is the word
“Suph” in the Hebrew original, which can also be rendered as
‘crush,’ with what also needs to be remembered at this point, about
what God later reveals in His word, is that the devil was
instrumental in having the unbelievers of this world put God’s Son
to death on a cross, when He did come from Heaven to earth at His
first coming, although that death was temporary, in that God The
Father then raised His Son from the dead the third day, to forever
be alive thereafter; which could then be viewed as just a “bruise”
on the heel by the devil. However, before time ends after the
fourth age of time, we do see God’s Son deal a permanent blow to
the devil, in putting him out of commission forever in hell (noting
Revelation 20:10), which we can render as the devil’s head being
‘crushed’ by God’s Son, noting here how God Himself describes this
at Romans 16:20 in part, “The God of peace will soon crush Satan
under your feet.”

And so, let us
keep in mind as we continue that at Genesis 3:15 we have God for
the first time sharing the gospel with human beings, that is, the
good news regarding His Son, for there we have the promise of God’s
Son coming to earth in human flesh, dying for the sins of the human
race, being buried, before being raised from the dead again, to be
alive forevermore to provide God’s eternal life to those who would
believe in Him for the forgiveness of their sins! That this would
have been communicated to Adam and Eve here can be grasped from
what we see God do next at Genesis 3:21, and also based on what God
reveals in the New Testament relating to the gospel, noting
especially 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 at this point, “[1] Now I make
known to you, brethren, THE GOESPEL which I preached to you, which
also you received, in which also you stand, [2] BY WHICH YOU ARE
SAVED, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless
you BELIEVED in vain. [3] For I delivered to you as of first
importance what I also received, that CHRIST DIED FOR OUR SINS
according to the Scriptures, [4] AND THAT HE WAS BURIED, AND THAT
HE WAS RAISED ON THE THIRD DAY according to the Scriptures…”

And so, after
God giving the promise at Genesis 3:15 of sending His Son from
Heaven to earth in the future, God then told Adam and Eve ‘HOW’
they could have a personal relationship with Him in salvation,
WHICH WAS BY BELIEVING IN GOD’S SON, Whom God had just promised as
coming to earth in the future. This we see from what God then did
in taking the initiative in bringing Adam and Eve into a personal
relationship with Himself in salvation, as we see at Genesis 3:21,
where we read, “THE LORD GOD MADE GARMENTS OF SKIN FOR ADAM AND HIS
WIFE, AND CLOTHED THEM.”

And here, there
are a number of truths that we need to notice, or else we will not
be able to understand what really took place at Genesis 3:21! The
first truth to note relates to what we were told at Genesis 3:7
above, namely that at the moment Adam and Eve realized they had
become sinners in God’s sight, they hid themselves from Him in
their shame of having now sinned against Him. Then the second truth
that we are to see is that they sewed fig leaves and made loin
coverings to hide their nakedness from God. In other words, the
sewing of the fig leaves and the making of the loin coverings to
clothe themselves, so as to hide their nakedness from God, was
mankind’s own attempt to be right with God and pleasing to Him by
means of man’s OWN GOOD WORKS, that is, by man’s own provision,
which is the basis for ALL MAN-MADE RELIGION on earth from that day
onwards!

God’s way of
personally being right with Him in salvation was in believing, that
is, in taking God at His word by faith, in regards to His provision
for the sin of mankind, which was His Son, Whom He would send to
earth in the future to die in the place of sinners; in contrast to
man’s way, which is always through one believing that one’s own
good works (here the sewing of fig leaves and the making of loin
coverings to clothe oneself) was enough to be personally right with
God. And so, when God clothed Adam and Eve with the garments of the
skin of an innocent animal that did not deserve to die, but did in
their place, they were receiving God’s forgiveness of their sin
against God in believing in God’s provision of His Son, promised as
coming in the future in accordance with the gospel shared by God at
Genesis 3:15, Whom the innocent and sinless animal but foreshadowed
here!

And then to
fully understand what has just been stated above, we need to be
aware of another truth, which is that up to the point in time when
sin entered the human race on earth, the whole of God’s creation
was on A VEGETARIAN DIET, in that God had only given plants and
fruits for man and His non-human creatures to eat as food. In other
words, all animals were off limits, in terms of mankind not having
been given the right by God to kill and eat them for food, nor had
the food chain been established as yet among the animals. These
truths we see at Genesis 1:29,30, where God tells us, “[29] Then
God said (to mankind), "Behold, I have given you every plant
yielding seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and every
tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall be food for you; [30]
and to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the sky and to
every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given
every green plant for food"; and it was so.”

Then what we
are to see is that it was only after sin had entered the human race
through Adam and Eve, and after the worldwide flood of God’s
judgment at Genesis 7 and 8, that God then allowed mankind to kill
animals for food and also established the food chain among His
non-human creatures, both on earth and in the waters, noting now
what God tells mankind at Genesis 9:2-4, “[2] The fear of you and
the terror of you will be on every beast of the earth and on every
bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, and all
the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given. [3] Every
moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to
you, as I gave the green plant. [4] Only you shall not eat flesh
with its life, that is, its blood.”

And what God
means by the last sentence at verse 4 here is explained when God
later says at Leviticus 7:26 with Leviticus 17:11, “[7:26] You are
not to eat any blood, either of bird or animal, in any of your
dwellings… [17:11] For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I
have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls;
for it is the blood by reason of the life that makes atonement.”
And so we see that BLOOD WAS RESERVED BY GOD FOR SACRED PURPOSES,
WHICH POINTED TO HIS COMING SON LATER GIVING UP HIS LIFEBLOOD AT
THE CROSS, when He died in the place of the sinful human race,
making there atonement, that is, bringing guilty sinners to a Holy
God through the provision of the forgiveness of sins through The
Son’s death on mankind’s behalf, noting here what God later says at
1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just
for the unjust (He Who had no sin died in the place of a sinful
human race), so that He might bring us to God, having been put to
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit…”

It is important
that we realize that the last two paragraphs about food were
included here only that we might grasp what we see God do for Adam
and Eve at Genesis 3:21, which is teaching them the way to a right
personal relationship with Himself in salvation! And so, at Genesis
3:21, we there already noted that “The Lord God made garments of
skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.” The first truth to
be grasped here is that in killing an innocent animal (which we are
to note here was most likely a lamb, based on what God later tells
us, as we will see in a moment) God was letting Adam and Eve know
that the way into a personal relationship with God in salvation was
through A GOD-PROVIDED SACRIFICE FOR THEIR SIN, WHICH WOULD BE HIS
OWN DEAR SON, as coming to earth one day in the future, as born of
a woman in the innocence of Adam, as He had promised at Genesis
3:15!

In other words,
God was telling Adam and Eve that it was not through their own good
works or righteousness, by sewing fig leaves and making loin
coverings, and clothing themselves, that they could come to God for
the forgiveness of sins and to receive eternal life with Him, but
rather by believing in the sacrifice of God’s Son, that God
promised at Genesis 3:15 as coming to the earth in the future, Who
was to die the death due man’s sin, which God now foreshadowed in
clothing Adam and Eve with the garments of that sinless innocent
lamb, which God had given over to death, that Adam and Eve might
have the forgiveness of their sin and life eternal with God, which
they would now have in believing in God’s Son by being clothed by
God with that garment of skin of an innocent lamb!

And in regards
to the fact that the animal that God gave over to death here, in
order to clothe Adam and Eve was likely a lamb, is based on the
fact of what God tells us for example at John 1:29,34, after His
Son had come to earth in human flesh as born of a virgin woman at
His first coming from Heaven to earth, which was to die in the
place of the human race, to pay the penalty of death due mankind’s
sin, as we now there read, [29] The next day he (John the Baptist)
saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, THE LAMB OF GOD who
takes away the sin of the world! [34] I myself have seen, and have
testified that this is the Son of God."

So before God
brought Adam and Eve into a personal faith relationship with
Himself in salvation, they had been sinners through partaking of
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, which meant that they
now not only knew evil through sin, but they had transgressed God’s
first covenant! God well explains what partaking of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil meant, when He says at Romans 1:25, “For
they (as was true here with our first parents, Adam and Eve)
exchanged the truth of God for a lie (that of the serpent’s, the
devil, at Genesis 3:4,5), and worshipped and served the creature
(that being the serpent, the devil) rather than the Creator (God),
who is blessed forever. Amen.”

And so, as we
bring this section to a close, we are to see that after
transgressing the first covenant with God through disobedience to
God’s word, Adam and Eve are SHOWN MERCY BY GOD, in His taking the
initiative to come to them with the knowledge of salvation, by
which they would receive the forgiveness of sins and eternal life
with God for believing in God’s coming Son in the future, namely in
His sacrifice unto death for the sins of the human race, including
His burial and resurrection from the dead, that God’s Son would
provide in the future, and which would be until then foreshadowed
in the animal sacrifices and offerings! And let us recall here that
at Hosea 6:6, God had made known what He was looking for from His
human creation, “For I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice,
and in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

What we are
further to see here, from what has been said on this earlier, is
not that God did not require animal sacrifices and the various
offerings, since He did; as these showed that one believed in The
coming Son of God to die for the human race in the future, now
foreshadowed in those sacrifices and offerings; but rather, that
those who were now making those animal sacrifices and offerings,
were doing so in obedience to the law of God, with now having an
inward reality of the significance due to having a personal faith
relationship with God in salvation! And so, God is pointing out
here that at Hosea 6:6 those who have a personal relationship with
God by faith in His Son, will be demonstrating their faith in Him
by being loyal, that is, obedient to God’s word, out of love for
Him, because that will be the outgrowth, or the proof, that they
indeed had a personal relationship with God by faith in His
Son!

And so, when we
later turn to look at the covenants of God in the second age of
time, let us keep in mind that this first covenant that God made
with Adam and Eve was conditioned on obedience to God’s word! God’s
mercy in coming to those who were not obedient, was for the purpose
of bringing such into a personal knowledge of Himself in salvation,
since God knows that disobedience to His word in practice means one
is still an unbeliever in His sight!

And let us also
keep in mind that Adam and Eve did pass on to their children the
knowledge of God that they now had, and especially the knowledge
relating to how to have a personal relationship with God in
salvation, whereby one could have the forgiveness of sins and
eternal life with God, simply for believing in what God’s Son would
do on behalf of the human race, once He came to earth as born of a
woman, which work would for now be foreshadowed in the animal
sacrifices and offerings. This was orally transmitted during the
first age of time, but then later, starting with Moses in the
second age of time, God would henceforth incorporate this vital
truth as part of his word to mankind, and even expand on it, in
order to keep that truth alive, in terms of being available for any
human being to believe.

So let us recap
briefly as we close this segment relating to Adam in the first age
of time. First, let us remember, as we have seen specifically from
Genesis 2:16,17, that THE FIRST COVENANT with Adam at the beginning
of time, while Adam was still sinless, that is, innocent as to good
and evil, involved the promise of life with God through one being
obedient to God’s word, which was the expression of His will for
one to carry out, in order for one not to incur God’s penalty of
death. This means that the first covenant was conditional on man’s
obedience to God’s word!

Then secondly,
let us remember that GOD’S SALVATION was for any sinner under God’s
judgment of the penalty of death, due to having transgressed the
first covenant, which after Adam and Eve was at the time of the age
of accountability, could receive the forgiveness of sins and
eternal life with God in believing in God’s Son, Who would be born
of a woman in the innocence of Adam, and Who would then die to pay
the penalty due the sins of mankind, before being buried to put
those sins away, and then raised from the dead to be alive
forevermore in order for God to extend eternal life to all who
believed in Him, this being foreshadowed until His actual coming in
the animal sacrifices and offerings! This we have seen God make
especially known at Genesis 3:15, where God made the gospel known,
and at Genesis 3:21, where God actually saved Adam and Eve by
bringing both into a personal relationship with Himself in
salvation, whereby they now had the forgiveness of sins and eternal
life with Him!

Then thirdly,
it is very important that we see here that GOD’S SALVATION WAS A
GIFT OF GOD’S GRACE, IN THAT ADAM AND EVE, AS REPRESENTING THE
HUMAN RACE, DID NOT MERIT THAT
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