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Introduction

 


 


King Arthur is
the greatest mythological folk hero who ever lived. For 1500 years
the name of King Arthur has been familiar as Britain’s greatest
ever king and warrior. He is more famous than Robin Hood, William
Tell, Charlemagne and Ivanhoe, but an accurate account of his real
life has not been told until now.

Unlike many
other heroes, Arthur comes with a cast of characters - the dashing
Lancelot, the wizard Merlin, his magic sword Excalibur and the
heroic Knights of the Round Table.

And our quest
for the truth has never waned. Who were these people really?

Despite being
a popular folk hero and subject of many movies, most people can’t
seem to agree on who this King Arthur was. He is often considered a
myth, a fabrication, an amalgamation or equated with other later
rulers.

But he was
very much a real person - one who is indeed recorded in history -
if you know where to look.

Any real King
Arthur would have lived in around 500AD – the Dark Ages, but is
seemingly not directly mentioned in the history books of the
time.

A generation
or two after he would have lived he is mentioned in numerous
sources - and all of a sudden, kings all over the country began to
name their sons ‘Arthur’ as if in tribute to a famous man of the
same name.

He becomes a
shining example of a British warlord, a hero in almost every Welsh
folk tale and the names of his warriors are paid tribute to across
the land.

Arthur
suddenly came into vogue, and this is for good reason - his
exploits were those of a real man.

But the
question is not just whether Arthur existed. It’s who he was. Was
he a chivalrous king, a brutal warlord or a valiant emperor?

In early
records, Arthur was the saviour of Britain after the Romans left,
he defeated the Saxon invaders in 12 battles, culminating in the
Battle of Badon - which is recorded in contemporary history.

In later Welsh folklore he is given companions like Culhwch,
Gwalchmai, Cai and Bedwy. These characters
may not be well known to modern fans, but maybe Lancelot, Merlin,
Galahad, Tristan and Excalibur are.

For 1,500
years we have not tired of tales of Arthur. There have been
Hollywood blockbusters like Excalibur, King Arthur, Tristan and
Isolde, First Knight and now the Camelot TV series.

But who was
the real Arthur? Who were his parents? What battles did he really
fight? Did he really live at Camelot? Did he really have friends
like Lancelot, Gawain and Merlin, and enemies like Mordred?

This dynamic new book will rewrite the history of King
Arthur. The book shows that Arthur was
neither a Cornish prince, nor a mythological god - he was in fact
the king of Northern Britain, ruling the Pennines, York and up to
Hadrian's Wall.

This book not only identifies Arthur, Lancelot and Guinevere
but also knights like Galahad, Gawain, Mordred and Perceval.
As well as meeting Merlin, Morgan and Uther
Pendragon, we also discover the real Camelot, the Lady of the Lake,
Excalibur and the Round Table.

For the first time, every single aspect of Arthurian lore is
proven in one historic analysis, tied together in one man's
life. Unlike Richard the Lionheart,
William Wallace and Alfred the Great, in Arthur's case the sheer
volume of mythology surrounding him makes many assume he was not an
historic warleader - despite evidence to the contrary.

Contemporary historian St Gildas refers to the Battle of
Badon as the greatest defeat of the Saxons by the Britons, and two
later history books independently name Arthur as the commander at
Badon. He is also named in a con-temporary
war poem - The Gododdin, where a great Celtic king is described as
valiant in his victories against the Saxons "although he was no
Arthur."

That Arthur's
rank was listed as "Dux Bellorum" does not prevent him from having
been a King, any more than the Duke of Wellington's having been
prime minister prevented him from being commander at Waterloo and
of course a Duke.

This book
primarily shows that Arthur was a real, genuine celtic warleader
and king. It also reveals that Arthur was listed in the Celtic
Genealogies all along. Many historians "missed" him because they
assumed he was Cornish or Welsh.

This is the tale of the real King Arthur. And it is published on the 1500th anniversary of the Battle
of Badon, Arthur's greatest victory over the Saxons in
516AD.
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 Chapter 1

 *What are the Unprejudiced Facts
about Arthur?*

 


 


1) There is no contemporary
reference to King Arthur, except for possibly by the nickname The
Bear (In Welsh bear is Arth) by Gildas. This may locate him in central
Wales.

2) A stone
dated to Arthur’s time and found at Tintagel castle in Cornwall
refers to an Artognou. This may locate him to Cornwall.

3) Two hundred
years before Arthur, there was a Roman commander garrisoned at
Hadrian’s Wall called Lucius Artorius Castus. This may locate him
in the north.

4) Gildas
makes reference to a battle called Badon but doesn’t name the
leader. He seems to suggest it was in around 500AD, give or take 20
years. It has been suggested this was Bath.

5) Bards
considered to have lived around the same time as Arthur, or
slightly later, including Aneirin, Llywarch Hen and Taliesin, are
credited as having mentioned him but did not give explicit dates or
places, nor are original manuscripts surviving. These bards are
associated with the north.

6) The Annales
Cambrae and Nennius, from a few hundred years later, attribute the
Battle of Badon to Arthur, along with other battles which may be
located at various points across the country.

7) The Annales
Cambrae dates Badon to 516 and Camlan to 539. Although it has been
suggested these dates are around 15 years too late, a lifespan of
around 470-540 seems likely.

8) Some of
Arthur’s battles would seem to be against the Saxons (or Angles,
Jutes etc) while at least some may be against British or Scots
enemies.

9) Within the
next three generations after Arthur would have lived, kings around
the country called their sons “Arthur”, including Arthur of Dyfed,
Artuir of Dalriads, Athrwys of Gwent and Arthmael of Brittany. This
suggests Arthur’s fame may have been national.

10) The
earliest references to Arthur give him various titles including
Nennius who calls him “Dux Bellorum” (battle duke) and says he
fought with the kings of Britain.
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 Chapter 2

 *The
Legend of Arthur *

 


 


The Dark Ages… After the last
of the Romans left, Britain was divided and without a king, a time
when usurping tyrants like King Vortigern emerged, as well as
generals like Ambrosius. The foolish tyrant Vortigern invited the Saxons to
Britain as mercenaries, and they betrayed the Britons in the
original Night of the Long Knives. But Vortigern's wizard Merlin foretold
that the Red Dragon of Britain would rise again, and subsequently
Uther Pendragon, the brother of Ambrosius, became king.
But, although he
was a mighty ruler, Uther was not the king to unify Britain. He
slept with Igraine, the wife of his rival Duke, Gorlois, and, as a
result, baby Arthur was born - in around 470AD - the illegitimate
heir to the king.

Merlin took
Arthur from his parents and had the wise Sir Ector raise him as his
own with foster brother Kay and friend Bedevere.

Igraine and Gorlois' daughter
Morgan would later prove to be a thorn in the side of her half
brother. When he was around 15, Arthur received his famous sword
Excalibur and was proclaimed King of the Britons, ruling from
Camelot. He
and his companions like Llwch (later Lancelot), Culhwch, Kay and
Bedevere had many adventures across Britain and Ireland, and Arthur
met his bride Gwenhwyfar (Guinevere). Together they are credited with
various sons including Cynvelyn, Amhar, Llacheu and
Gwydre.

Arthur faced
challenges from invaders on all sides - Saxons, Irish, Picts, Scots
and Franks and his own rebellious kinsmen, but he was able to
defeat his enemies in 12 battles culminating in the siege of
Badon.

Around his
famous Round Table were warriors like Lancelot, his father Ban and
his son Galahad; Gawain; Kay; Bedevere; Perceval; Cador; Ector;
Tristan and rival rulers like King Mark, King Melkin and King
Uriens.

Within the
kingdom there were many romances, the adultery between Lancelot and
Guinevere and Tristan and Isolde as well as Culhwch and Olwen.

Eventually Arthur met his
rebellious relative Mordred, (either his brother, son or nephew)
who he fought at Camlann. After the battle, Arthur gave his sword to one of
his knights, (Bedevere or Perceval) who then threw it into the
lake.

Arthur left
his kingdom to the son of his kinsman Cador, but eventually the
Saxons were victorious and the Celtic Britons foretold that their
King Arthur would come again, he was the Once and Future King.

.

 


 



 


 


 Chapter 3

 *The
Search for Arthur*

 


 


This study is about separating
the fact from the fiction and looking at Arthur in his most
historical form. Like Wellington and Waterloo, or Nelson and Trafalgar, the
one battle with which Arthur is associated is Badon.

 


The Wikipedia
page on Badon says:

 


Battle of
Badon

Date: Unknown circa 500AD

Location: Unknown, various locations
possible

Result: Strategic British victory;
Saxon expansion halted by many decades

Belligerants:
Briton - Anglo
Saxons

Commanders and leaders:
Unknown, possibly
Arthur

 


This
information, or rather lack of it, hits the nail on the head. We
know Badon was a rare battle, in that the Britons (ie the Celts)
were able to soundly defeat the Saxons to such a point that their
invasion was stunted. And we know of no other candidate for who
commanded the Britons than Arthur.

Badon is
mentioned in historic sources such as De Excidio Britannae (The
Ruin of Britain) by Gildas and the Ecclesiastic History of the
English People by Bede. Neither of these sources name Arthur as the
commander, but by the same token, they don’t offer anybody else,
and somebody must have commanded the Britons.

The later Annales Cambrae dates
it as 516AD, and tells us the commander was Arthur, as does the
Historia Brittonum (attributed to Nennius). Nennius tells us Arthur was Dux
Bellorum (Duke of Battles) and commanded the Kings of
Britain. If
Nennius substituted Arthur's name in place of someone else who also
won the battle, then he also must have destroyed every single
record of the battle - because nobody is ever associated with
winning it but Arthur. In other words there are multiple sources that
link Arthur with Badon and nothing that links anybody else with
it. Prior to
Nennius and the Annales Cambrae, we had only heard the name Arthur
in brief mentions, such as bards alluding to his battle
valour. The
early Arthur was therefore a battle leader, a man who commanded the
kings of Britain against the invading Saxons in 516AD. This is the
man we are trying to find.

 


Sources
frequently referred to in this book include:

 


"Gildas" - De
Excidio Britannia - written circa 550AD

"Nennius" -
Historia Brittonum - written circa 830AD

"Annales
Cambrae" - written circa 980AD

Other bardic sources include
the works of Taliesin, Aneirin and Llywarch Hen, who may have lived
in around Arthur's time, but surviving manuscripts are much
newer..


 


 


 Chapter 4

 *The
Riddle of Arthur*

 


 


“This is
that Arthur of whom the trifling of the Britons talks such
nonsense, even today; a man clearly worthy not to be dreamed of in
fallacious fables, but to be proclaimed in veracious histories, as
one who long sustained his tottering country and gave the shattered
minds of his fellow citizens an edge for war.”

William of
Malmesbury (1095-1143)

 


Many of King Arthur’s exploits
are fantasy, myth and folklore. But the same is true of
Charlemagne, Alfred the Great, Miyamoto Musashi and Bruce Lee, but
nobody ever suggests they did not exist. The reason why many doubt the
existence of Arthur is not because of his fantastic exploits but
because there has never been a coin found that reads “Artorius Rex”
nor has there ever been a convincing grave found that reads “King
Arthur lies here” in 6th century script. Nor is he mentioned in
contemporary records.

However it is
very difficult to prove a negative in this way. For one, there are
only really two existing books from Arthur’s time and neither are
comprehensive. One is the Anglo Saxon Chronicle, written by his
enemies, and the other is a religious rant by a monk named
Gildas.

The evidence that Arthur never
existed is flimsy compared to the evidence that he did.
For one, Gildas
hardly names anyone, and when he does he uses word play and
imagery. He likens three kings to dragons and dogs but he also
mentions one called The Bear. When we consider that Bear in Welsh
is Arth, it seems very likely that Gildas did in fact allude to
Arthur. For
example, a few generations after Arthur’s time two independent
sources, one known as ‘Nennius’ and the other known as the ‘Annales
Cambrae’ refer to Arthur as having been the victor of a Battle of
Badon which was mentioned by Gildas.

So we know
from Gildas that Badon was fought, yet he doesn’t name the British
commander. It seems perverse to doubt that the only man named as
victor of that battle was not the victor.

Then, a few
generations after Arthur would have lived, there was an otherwise
inexplicable trend. Kings of Britain began calling their eldest
sons Arthur. There was Artur son of Aedan in Argyll, there was
Arthur son of Pedr and Arthur son of Bicuir in Dyfed, there was
Athrwys son of Meurig in Gwent and there was even Arthmael in
Brittany.

The likelihood
of course is that the Battle of Badon, dated to around 516AD was
won by a man named Arthur. This man would have been born in around
470 or 480, began his active service in around 500, flourished in
around 520 and probably commanded his last battle in around 540,
aged 60 or 70.

From Nennius
we also get a mention of Arthur’s son Anir. The Annales Cambrae
doesn’t name any relatives but place Arthur in a battle with
somebody called Medraut or Mordred who has a British rather than
Saxon name but is assumed to be an enemy. Of course in latest
Arthurian legends both Amhar and Mordred do indeed feature.

In Nennius, the Annales, and
what can be inferred by Gildas, Arthur is placed chronologically
shortly after British leader Ambrosius Aurelianus and before Saxon
leader Ida. So we can suggest a lifetime of about 470-540 for Arthur,
therefore men like Artur of Dalriada, Athrwys of Gwent and Arthur
of Dyfed lived too late. Riothamus and Ambrosius lived too early.
The only other candidates from the right generation are Owain
Ddantgwyn and Cadell, but neither of those are as convincing as a
king called Arthur.

Furthermore the Annales Cambrae
gives two battles - Badon in 516 or 518 and Camlann in about 539 or
541. Frustratingly, Arthur and Ambrosius (whose existence is not
in doubt since he is mentioned by Gildas), do not feature in the
geneological king lists. Therefore, suggesting Arthur as a son or
nephew of Ambrosius is not helpful. So we look to the oldest Welsh mythologies
and find quite a few relatives for Arthur.

In the earliest stories with
relatives listed for Arthur, he is credited with various kinsmen
and often he is a background character to their adventures.
His mother is Eigyr
(Igraine or Ygerne) and he has a kinsman called Culhwch (or Einion)
and a sister called Anna or Gwyar. Through Eigyr and her siblings Arthur has
various cousins but Culhwch is the one about whom most is
written.

The style of the Culhwch story
is much like an old Irish folklore, as he goes on a quest for
somewhat magical items, while Arthur is in the background as a
king. Anna
is usually described as married to a Scottish king (the prototype
Lot of Lothian) and is the mother of Gwalchmai or Gawain. Arthur’s
maternal grandfather is a chieftain called Amlawdd
Gwledig.

It is almost as if the Arthur
who features in Welsh folklore like Culhwch and Olwen is at a very
different time in his life to the man who fought at Badon.
At Badon, Arthur
was following in the footsteps of Ambrosius, the last of the Romans
and clashing with the Saxons - whereas the Arthur in Welsh folklore
is a much more settled king. He is involved in petty squabbles and
quests, settling disputes over pigs, cows and tables.

It is typical of Welsh
storytelling that Arthur’s mother Eigyr, his cousin Culhwch and
maternal grandfather Amlawdd are viewed as significant, whereas his
father and paternal grandfathers are not. However, in later stories the more
patriarchal storytelling begins to reveal male characters in his
family tree. Geoffrey of Monmouth, who claimed to have access to a very
old Welsh book, tells us that Arthur’s father was Uther Pendragon,
second husband of Igraine (after Gorlois) and that Uther was the
brother of Ambrosius Aurelianus. Unfortunately, Uther is neither recorded
in genealogies nor identified as Arthur’s father in Welsh sources –
he is however named in a few celtic legends - so Geoffrey did not
invent Uther. And there is nothing in these old tales to say Uther was
not Arthur's father - or Eigyr's husband - so maybe Geoffrey did
have access to other British tales.

Geoffrey tells us that Uther
and Ambrosius were the sons of the Emperor Constantine (Flavius
Claudius Constantinus known in Britain as Constantine III) – but
this poses a problem of its own. Constantine died in 411AD,
therefore Uther would have been born in around 400AD, too early to
be the father of Arthur born in around 470 or 480.
Flavius Claudius
Constantinus was a Roman general who declared himself Western Roman
Emperor in Britannia in 407 and established himself in Gaul.
Recognised by the
Emperor Honorius in 409, collapsing support and military setbacks
saw him abdicate in 411. He was captured and executed shortly
afterwards.

This gap is usually filled by
giving Ambrosius and Uther an older brother called Constans and
inserting another king named Vortigern, but this doesn’t seem to
help much either. The later genealogies (‘genealogies of the heroes’) which
do list Arthur and Uther confuse the matter further, because they
muddle up Emperor Constantine III with the Cornish king Constantine
who was one generation younger than Arthur so could hardly have
been the man’s grandfather!

The excellent
article From Glein to Camlann, on the website Vortigern Studies,
sums it up:

"There are those who would
follow the genealogy offered for Uther found in Geoffrey of
Monmouth. In that source, Uther was the son of Constantine III, the
western emperor who was proclaimed in 407 by British troops.
Uther’s brothers are said to be Constans and Aurelius Ambrosius. As
it so happens, Constantine III did have a son Constans, but
Aurelius Ambrosius is an anachronism, for that personage was the
4th century prefect of Gaul, father of the much more
famous St. Ambrose.

"The reason for the anachronism
is simple: the 5th century Constantine III took his name –
Flavius Claudius Constantinus – from the 4th century Constantine I the Great. The latter
Constantine also had a son named Constans (337-350). This Constans
had brothers named Constantius II (337-361) and Constantine II
(337-340). 

"The 5th century Constantine III had a younger son named
Julian. But both Julian and Constans were killed on the Continent,
the first at Arles in 411 and the latter at Vienne. Although there
is some reason to believe that Constans and Julian may originally
have borne British names, for chronological reasons alone neither
of these two sons of Constantine III could have been Uther
Pendragon.

"So if
Constantine III was not the father of Uther, and neither Constans
nor Ambrosius were the brothers of Uther, how do we possibly find
out what kingdom Uther ruled in Britain?

"The Welsh
genealogy for Arthur follows Geoffrey in the main, making Arthur
son of Uther son of Constantine the Blessed (W. Fendigaid) or ‘of
Cornwall’ (W. Cernyw, Corneu) son of Cynfor son of Tudwal son of
Gwrfawr son of Gadeon son of Eudaf. The sole purpose of this Welsh
genealogy, it would appear, was to provide Constantine, father
of Uther, with a Breton origin. This may have been done (although
see below) in order to accommodate Geoffrey’s claim that
Constantine came from Brittany.

"This
genealogy is patently false. Cynfor, the supposed grandfather of
Uther, is the Cynfor/Cunomorus, Prince of Domnonee in Brittany and
probably of Dumnonia in southwestern Britain, who died c.560."

Cynfor/Cunomorus was first
identified with “King Mark” or March by the Breton monk Wrmonoc in
his Life of St. Paul of Leon, written in 884.  We are
told Arthur and March son of Meirchion are first cousins in The
Dream of Rhonabwy. But it was actually another March, son of Meirchion, that
Arthur was related to, as we will see later.

David Nash
Ford from Early British Kingdoms sums up:

"Welsh
tradition also sees Arthur as High-King of Britain but tends to
follow the genealogies laid down in the Mostyn MS117 and the Bonedd
yr Arwr. These show Arthur as grandson of Constantine but, this
time, he is Constantine Corneu, the King of Dumnonia. Traditional
Arthurian legend records three Kings of Dumnonia during Arthur's
reign: Constantine's son, Erbin; grandson, Gereint and great
grandson, Cado. Nowhere is there any indication that these three
were closely related to Arthur, nor that he had any claim on the
Dumnonian Kingdom. Nor is there any explanation as to why a
Dumnonian prince would have been raised to the High-Kingship of
Britain. Arthur's connection with this area of Britain is purely
due to his supposedly being conceived at Tintagel, the residence of
his mother's first husband, and buried at Glastonbury, the most
ancient Christian site in the country."

 


So, we have a
number of questions:

Who was Uther
Pendragon? And was he the father of King Arthur?

Was Ambrosius
Aurelianus the brother of Uther Pendragon?

What
“Constantine” was the father of Uther and Ambrosius?

Who was Eigyr
and who was her father Amlawdd?

Who were
Gawain and Culhwch?

 


We must note at this point we
are not concerned with the likes of Sir Lancelot, Morgan Le Fay and
Merlin the Wizard. At this stage of our quest, we simply want to
place Arthur in history and in a family pedigree.
All of these
questions will be answered, but in order to seek out these people
we need to know where to look. And so we start at the
beginning.

.

 


 



 


 


 Chapter 5

 *BOOK ONE PENNINE DRAGON*
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"King Arthur lives in merry
Carlisle, And seemely is to see, 
And there with him Queene Geney,

That bride soe bright of blee complexion."
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 Chapter 6

 *The
Evidence*

 


 


Sources:

De Excidio
Britanniae by Gildas, c.540

The Gododdin
by Anieirin, C590

The Battle of
Llongborth by Llywarch Hen, c.600

Historia
Brittonum by Nennius, c.830

Annales
Cambriae, c. 970

The Stanzas of
the Graves, c1000

Legend of St.
Goeznovius, c. 1019

The Life of St
Cadoc, 1075

The Life of St
Carannog, 1100

The Life of St
Illtud

Culhwch and
Olwen, 1100

Pa Gur,
1100

Taliesin,
1100

The Triads,
1100

The Modena
carvings, 1120

William of
Malmesbury, 1125

Arthur and the
Eagle, 1130

Geoffrey of
Monmouth, 1138

The Life of St
Padarn, 1150

The Life of St
Gildas, 1150

The Exhumation
of Arthur's Body, c.1193

The Triads,
c1100s

The Dream of
Rhonabwy, c.1200


FROM GILDAS:
In the late 5th
century a "proud tyrant" (usually identified with Vortigern)
invited the Saxons to Britain as mercenaries but was then betrayed
by them.

The country
was defended against the Saxons by Ambrosius.

The greatest
defeat of the Saxons was at a battle called Badon.

A generation after Badon, five
rulers were Maelgwyn (the dragon), Vortipor (the protector),
Aurelius Caninus, Constantine and Cuneglasus. The latter was once
charioteer to someone called the Bear - in Welsh, Arth.
This establishes
Arthur in the generation between Ambrosius and Maelgwyn (so
470-540)

 


FROM ANEIRIN:
A generation or two
after Arthur, a Northern British leader is considered a great
leader for his valiant battles against the Saxons, but his deeds
don't compare to those of Arthur.

This supports
Arthur as a war leader, someone known in the north and of a
previous generation.

 


FROM NENNIUS:
After Ambrosius and
Vortigern (Gildas' proud tyrant) Arthur was Dux Bellorum (Leader of
Battles) and led the British kings in 12 winning battles against
the Saxons, the last of which was Badon. After Arthur, Ida took
Bernicia (in 547). Another work in the anthology describes Arthur
killing his son Anir in Archenfield.

 


FROM ANNALES CAMBRAE:
Arthur defeated the
Saxons at the battle of Badon in 516 or 518. In 539 or 541 he and
Medraut (presumably his enemy) were killed at the battle of
Camlan.

 


From these
sources and other reliable histories we can gain the following
timeline:

 


Generation
1

The Magnus Maximus Generation
(the time of Arthur's great great great grandfather)
Born circa 350,
ruled circa 380, died circa 400

 


Generation
2

The Constantine III Generation
(the time of Arthur's great great grandfather) Born circa 370, ruled circa
400, died circa 430

 


Generation
3

The Coel Hen Generation (the
time of Arthur's great grandfather) Born circa 390, ruled circa 430, died
circa 460

 


Generation
4

The Cunedda and Vortigern
Generation (the time of Arthur's grandfather) Born circa 420, ruled circa
450, died circa 480

 


Generation
5

The Ambrosius Aurelianius
Generation (the time of Arthur's father) Born circa 450, ruled circa 470, died
circa 520 -
This is the generation of Arthur’s father and uncles, and also
includes British rulers like Einion Yrth

 


Generation
6

The King Arthur
Generation Born circa 480, ruled circa 520, died circa 540 - This
generation also includes British rulers like Cadwallon

 


Generation
7

The Maelgwyn Generation (the
time of Arthur's sons) Born circa 510, ruled circa 550, died circa
570 - This
generation also includes British rulers like Constantine, and Saxon
rulers like Ida. It would also include Arthur’s sons.

 


We should
point out here that later historic Arthurs lived too far down the
line to be the Arthur of Badon. The Scottish Artur Mac Gabran would
belong to generation 8, the Dyfed Arthur ap Pedr to generation 9
and the Gwent Athrwys ap Meurig to generation 10.

Our King Arthur must have been
born in generation 6, in other words born around 460-490. He must
have been in a position to lead the Britons at Badon (500-520) and
he must have been in a position to fight at Camlann
(520-541). But everybody knows this is the time frame where Arthur
must be placed, so why is it proving so hard to locate him?
The reason is
because most people begin their search in Dumnonia (Devon and
Cornwall) or South Wales. These places have been exhausted as the home of
the historical Arthur and he is nowhere to be found.

In order to
track down the location of Arthur, we must go back a few
generations and find out where he would have really lived.

 


Multiple
Arthurs?

It may be
possible that earlier Celtic rulers contributed to the overall
Arthurian mythos. For example:

Arviragus
supposedly married Genvissa of Rome (reminiscent of Arthur and a
Roman Guanhumara)

Artorius
Castus commanded a Sarmatian Cavalry (as seen in the Clive Owen
movie)

Riothamus
fought in Brittany and may have opposed Rome

Any number of similarly named
men from Athrwys of Gwent to Artur of Dalriada may have accounted
for small parts of the tales. For example
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