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INTRODUCTION

[image: ]


FOR CENTURIES NOW, the human intellect has been expanding at a continuously accelerating rate. From small beginnings when it had only hunting, fishing, a village background and simpler techniques to draw on, it has gone through successive stages of development. Now it has a staggering accumulation of technology, experience and knowledge at its disposal. 

The term intellect is used not only in this sense as the accumulated background of information, skill, expertise and memory; but also to cover the constant movement in defined directions from this accumulation to gain even further knowledge, increased comfort, greater security. Also the planning of courses of action favourable to the individual or to the nation. It operates on an individual basis to satisfy lesser demands and desires, to project ideas and also on an organised basis whereby like-minded intellects join together for a common purpose. In this way, its power to act is enhanced.

The mind relies almost totally on this extensive intellectual accumulation to determine future courses of action. The results have been enormous material benefits, a wider knowledge of our surroundings and the living of life in an organised way in which human needs are easily provided for. However, there is a destructive bent and a divisive power operating in the intellect that has not been understood, and therefore not eradicated, and the ensuing consequences over the centuries have been tragic indeed. 

Should the mind continue to further its intellectual advance without uncovering its true relationship with the Universal Strangeness (the basis of all existence), the intellect will, because of the antagonisms that arise as a consequence of this lack, continue to create greater confusion, destruction and conflict, both mental and physical on an ever-increasing scale. If it persists in alienating itself from its divine source it will eventually trigger forces and pressures within and without itself that will bring it to a halt, cause it to evaluate its activity and direction and persuade it to return to the spiritual fold. 

The mind, in its movement in time has created an intellectual force field to act from. This force field prevents the mind from coming into contact with others, with nature and with itself, so that the mind never approaches anything directly but only through its field of ideas, names, conclusions and memories. Operating unchallenged, the intellect has gone on gathering strength. The continual reliance by the mind on this intellectual field and the activity that arises from it, is what the mind is being asked to understand and be cautious of. The intellect, lacking the discipline of a higher directive, of any clear self-understanding is running riot. At times it has been out of control, taking mankind into uncertain, difficult and violent directions.

Whether the mind takes heed, turns away from its present courses of action and sets out to tap the spiritual resources that release the understanding to refine the intellect and control its movement, only the turn of events and the march of time will demonstrate. But this much is certain. It will turn back willingly through the arising of a spiritual understanding or it will turn back unwillingly through the ever increasing pressures of conflict and pain on every level. May the reason be the former, for if it be the latter, the years ahead are going to be increasingly disruptive.
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SOMEWHERE IN THE far past, this aggressive breed of humans made their appearance, and step by step, inclination by inclina­tion, broke away from the traditional sleepy patterns that had cast a spell over previous humans. They set out for, not subservience to nature nor harmony with nature, but complete domination, via the use of a growing intellectual prowess and the application of organised and controlled human resources.

Thrusting aside the tacit and unquestioned acceptance of faith and belief in divine forces, in the myths and magic of the past, the restless curiosity inherent in this new breed broke out of the former containing background influences. Its investigative bent surged with unrestrained momentum into every aspect of nature’s appearance, into every facet of human activity. Each problem or difficulty that lined the uncertain pathway to a controlled future was reflected on, analysed and finally, when understood or thought to be so, neatly filed away in the ever growing archives of classified knowledge.

Resistance in the beginning to these new trends of inquiry and discovery was authoritatively merciless. At times, a pioneer of new learning was burnt at the stake by the fires of ignorance and fear, or tortured and forced to recant even though inwardly, those so treated were as scientifically certain of their facts as mathematical calculations and verifiable experimentation would allow. But the wheels of the new trends in thinking and discovery, once in motion, turned resolutely onwards. And as they gained momentum so the authority of the past faded, the old traditions and beliefs slowly died and a new god was born. The god of scientific certainty, of verified knowledge, whose manservant was reason, and whose council was the collective intellect of mankind. Those trained in the new ways, whatever the field, became the new experts, the new authorities whose advice was avidly sought and conscientiously adhered to whenever the need arose. The results of this applied knowledge were everywhere obvious and likewise the immense benefits that it supplied.

The scattered villages and towns of the past have been replaced with vast, complex modern cities and outer suburban centres of charm and distinctive styling in the advanced countries. Communications between cities on opposite sides of the Earth are now almost instantaneous and clear. New gadgets to tempt and arouse today’s appetites and desires abound in almost every store in the technological societies. These are the present outcome of the new trends in thinking that broke the imposed shackles of the past and soared to amazing heights of creative inventiveness.

Surging like a restless river in all directions, the mind, unhindered by the restraints of faith or tradition is reaching out into every field of nature, animate and inanimate, and studying the various forms of energy, all the different life forms including its own. It is constantly searching, experimenting, probing in its never-ending quest to make its control of life and the environment as complete as humanly possible. The inhibitions of the past crumbled rapidly. So too did any semblance of induced stability that was largely the result of an unquestioned acceptance of the prevailing authorities in religion and learning, and the domination of traditional ideas in living.

The accepted values disintegrated one by one, swept aside by the energetic onslaught of the human intellect on the march in time, eager to plant its flag of conquest on the highest pinnacle of truthful discovery. It became much more difficult for people to create a sure and stable base out of religious, moral, social and political ideas to support them through the rapid changes that followed as a consequence of this intellectual stretching of wings by mankind. Now, in the full flight of its activity, the constant arising of new ideas is the fledgling created by the thrust and force of the intellect at work and play in the accustomed playground of time.

Here, it seems that no bounds have been set on the discoveries the intellect can make, nor on the directions it travels in its search for new ideas and experiences, or in its efforts to understand deeper its own nature and the nature of the sur­rounding universe. The instruments at its disposal are marvels of scientific engineering and creative genius. These too are the result of the intellectual capacity of mankind working methodically in this direction. 

So we have come to the present stage in human development. The intellect due to its many discoveries and the application of these discoveries for the improvement of the health and wellbeing of humanity is being hailed as the only worthwhile God, to be faithfully worshipped and listened to with reverence. With such tremendous results accrued after centuries of application, how then can the position of the intellect be challenged and particularly its manservant reason, without seeming to be foolish in the extreme?

We cannot deny the achievements in so many fields. We cannot deny the improvements that we daily take for granted. Materially, scientifically, educationally, agriculturally: in arts, crafts, amusements and whatever else we may have, use or do, we have gained so much and our lives may now be very comfortable indeed. We are surrounded in the industrialised countries with a great deal of luxury living. And the underdeveloped countries are doing their best to achieve the same levels of development.

Technologically, there is no standing still. The intellect continues to move on with breathtaking speed. With the atom harnessed, new sources of energy became available and so too did deadlier and more destructive bombs. Paralleling the inventive genius of the intellect is a hellish inventiveness for the ultimate in weapons of destruction. Complex weapon systems to operate from ground, sea or air bristle like formidable porcupine quills from well concealed hideouts. Banks of electronic computers with ever busy circuits amass, record and digest data to feed fear ridden intellects with information that may protect the security of the insecure and reassure the fearful. Hidden deep in the labyrinths of intellectual activity, a cunning and
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