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It appears that Jesus redemption of humanity brought us all in this fallen world together in an interesting way as actors of a drama play that will ultimately decide our individual fates forever.

The incredibly painful sacrifice of obedience to His heavenly Father made by Jesus on this earth was not on behalf of a few chosen, his apostles, disciples, and followers. It was made on behalf of all sons of Adam and Eve that have existed and will exist through the ages, and this includes every one of us. And in this drama, we are all constantly playing different parts and giving life again to the participants that existed and interacted with Jesus in His life on earth.

How many times we have acted like Peter betraying Jesus again and again before dawn? Or like doubting Thomas, the apostle, demanding to put our fingers in Jesus wounds to believe in His resurrection? Or even like Paul of Tarsus, persecuting Christians that have different points of view from ours about our relationship to God?

How many times through our actions we have played in this drama shouting with the mob: crucify him! Or even like Pontius Pilate demanding from Jesus the answer to our questions about the truth.
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But there is one actor in this drama that represented an interesting script that has also been written for each one of us if we are willing to perform it: that of Simon the Cyrene.

This drama began on a street, in Jerusalem, almost two thousand years ago, when the Son of God [after being sentenced to death by crucifixion as the worst of criminals and receiving many painful and piercing lashes] was sent on His way up the hill of the mount Calvary burdened with a heavy cross that he [barely managed] to carry with the help of a man, who represents us all, Simon of Cyrene (jesucristo.net).

Simon of Cyrene followed Jesus carrying His cross in silence, and he is the model of discipleship as enunciated by the Nazarene through Luke 9:23-24, “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” (KJV).

Simon was a foreigner attending the Passover, from Cyrene, a Greek city with a big Jewish community that is believed was a city in the north of Africa, probably Libya. It is not clear if Simon -a quite common name on those times- was of a Jewish ancestry.

Imagine that somebody asks you as they asked Simon to save the life of a weakened Jesus that surely was going to die of exhaustion due to torture and mistreatment right there on the brick road any minute while climbing the Calvary hill in Jerusalem with the load of His heavy cross. You would gladly do it in a second because this gesture will enable Him to live, and by living He would be able to fulfill His commitment of obedience to the will of His heavenly Father, only to find that by helping Him to reach the top of the skull-shaped hill, He will suffer immensely and die through the brutality of the crucifixion.

That, in a forceful manner was demanded from Simon of Cyrene by the roman soldiers on that fateful day. 

Jesus falls with the cross in front of Simon; ‘He cannot take [it] anymore because He is already very weakened by mistreatment, torture, and mockery. Poor man! Suddenly the hand of a roman soldier hits Simon's shoulder [ordering him]; Hey you, help him carry the cross to Golgotha, come on, quick. My God, what have I done? why me? I do not know him, He's not my friend, I have only heard about Him [-thought Simon -]. Nevertheless, Simon picked up the cross, full of the blood of Christ, which would be impregnated on His skin, on His hair, in His clothes, [and] in His hands. Jesus stood up and, standing beside him, as in a yoke, looked at him. The friendly look of deep love in the eyes of Jesus would be fixed on Simon's heart [forever], a look that he would never forget, a look that would erase all judgment, that would make him His best friend, a look that would emanate faith’ (Padilla, 2008).
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Simon encountered a quite common situation that occurs in our lives, although it is not something that is sought, and it is the fact that suddenly, and without any notice life charges us with a cross to bear that could be maybe the loss of a loved one, a health problem, poverty or many other sources of pain and sorrow that take place in this fallen world, but Simon confronted his challenge with dignity and forbearance by helping an exhausted Jesus on His way up on the Calvary road.

Since then, the Cyrenean will go down in history as that man who helped Christ to carry His Cross to Golgotha, and his figure will move the piety of many people who see in him an example to follow, since his example showed us the person that embodies and symbolizes the one that helps everyone in need in any situation of our daily lives. 

After that day, the Cyrenean could not remain the same person. There must have been a before and after in his life after having seen God's face, less than three feet from his face. Of him, nothing else is known (TrianaForever, 2011). 

And even though Simon did not want the attention, his noble gesture was rewarded with the privilege to walk along Jesus and to look at His shinning and loving face.
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Are we able to see Jesus in our brothers and sisters so we can carry their crosses for a while?

If we learn to see Jesus in our brothers and sisters, specially those in need and suffering, we as Simon of Cyrene will see the face of Jesus at a close range and our lives will never be the same.

Every one of us bears a cross. Some are much heavier than others. Jesus’ was [carrying] the heaviest of all. He had all of us on His shoulders (Mardon, academia.edu). And, as Pastor John Piper (2019), inquired, we also need to look for the answers ourselves of these questions: 

What is the significance of Simon carrying Jesus’s cross? 

The powers to be of our world always carry the heaviest loads on the backs of the innocent and destitute so they can live at their expenses like kings.

What does God want us to see here?

We need to decide once and for all what part of this drama we would like to play: 

That of Jesus and Simon, savior and saved,

Or that of the angry crowd that was cowardly watching the torment of Jesus, - that takes place in our world on an everyday basis in our brothers and sisters that are lost and suffering - and did nothing for Him as faithful servants of Satan. 
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Carrying the cross of Christ means bearing His testimony, preaching His Gospel, making a sacrifice of praise [and daily prayer]. To proclaim His work among men, speaking in places and circumstances where no one speaks of God but of vanities, profit, and the flesh (Padilla, 2008).

Simon was literally a gift from God, and I cannot imagine Jesus refusing such a gift. I wonder though, how many of us turn away our Simons on a daily basis. When we refuse to let people help us, we are not only sending a gift from God back, returning to Sender, we are also denying someone else the opportunity to be a Simon for us. It would be the equivalent of Jesus knocking Simon’s hand away. Being a Simon for someone else is one of the most special blessings of being a human. Reaching out your hand to someone who needs help is the sweetest feeling in the world (Mardon, academia.edu).

If we only think about ourselves and our petty interests, we will only get more suffering in our lives, and that is guaranteed. Let us follow the example of Jesus.
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