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Chapter 1 Torn Sky Line

The sky tore open at 9 17 in the morning.

It did not split with thunder or fire. It folded inward like paper pressed too hard along a crease. Light bent. Sound thinned. For one breathless second the city looked wrong, as if it had been printed on glass and the glass had flexed.

Mara Vance was halfway through the Skybridge when the tremor reached her feet. She felt it not as a shake but as a question rising through the steel lattice, asking whether it still remembered how to stand. The bridge hummed, a low animal sound that traveled up her legs and settled behind her ribs.

She stopped. Everyone else kept moving.

The Skybridge ran between Tower Nine and Tower Ten, a rib of steel and glass three hundred feet above the street. Wind slid through the seams, carrying the smell of rain and ozone. Far below, traffic threaded itself into neat lines, unaware that the rules had changed.

Mara gripped the handrail. Her fingers were already white before she noticed. She loosened them, then tightened again as the second tremor arrived, sharper this time. The glass panels along the sides chimed like distant bells.

She looked up.

The sky was wrong.

Clouds had stretched thin, pulled into long pale streaks as if something invisible had dragged its fingers through them. A dark seam ran from horizon to horizon, not black but bruised, the color of old ink soaked into paper. It pulsed once, slow and deliberate.

Someone screamed behind her.

Mara turned. People were stopping now, turning in circles, phones raised. The bridge swayed a fraction of an inch. Enough to notice. Enough to remind her where she was.

Her radio crackled at her hip. She had forgotten it was on. She had forgotten everything except the way the air felt too tight in her lungs.

Mara this is Control do you see that Control sounded thin even through the static.

I see it she said. Her voice came out steadier than she felt. What is it

Silence. Then No idea.

The third tremor hit without warning.

This one knocked people to their knees.

The Skybridge lurched. Glass fractured with a sharp clean sound like ice breaking on a lake. A panel to Mara’s left spiderwebbed, then held. Someone collided with her shoulder. She stumbled, caught herself on the rail, pain flaring up her arm.

Below them, the city finally noticed.

Car alarms bloomed into a single wild sound. Smoke rose where something had fallen. The seam in the sky widened, edges feathering outward. Light leaked through it at the wrong angle, turning the tops of buildings
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