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I sit at the back of the seminar room, pretending to take notes while my eyes drift to her. Dr. Halstead. Eloise. I shouldn’t even think of her name like that, but it slips into my mind like a secret I’ve been keeping too long.

She’s leaning against the desk, one hand curled around a mug, the other gesturing as she speaks about power structures and social deviance. Her voice is low, smooth. Every word feels like it’s meant for me, even though I know it isn’t. I know it can’t be.

Her hair falls in soft waves past her shoulders, catching the light when she turns. She’s wearing that cream blouse again—the one that clings just enough to make me forget how to breathe. She’s elegance wrapped in confidence, and I’m twenty-two with a heart that won’t behave.

I’ve felt this pull for months now. It started as admiration, then fascination, and now it’s something else entirely. Something dangerous. I catch myself watching her too long, lingering on the curve of her smile, the way she looks at me when I answer a question. There’s something in her eyes—something daring, maybe curious. Maybe more.

But she’s, my tutor. She’s off limits. I remind myself of that every time my pulse races when she walks past me, every time I imagine what it would be like if things were different. If I were just a little older. If she weren’t bound by rules and ethics and the weight of her position.

Still, when our eyes meet, I swear something flickers between us. Something unspoken. And I wonder—just for a moment—if she feels it too. I certainly do and it’s something I’ve never experienced before with past girlfriends.

I dream about her. Not just at night, but in the quiet moments between lectures, when the world blurs and my thoughts drift. I imagine her voice in my ear, low and intimate, saying things she shouldn’t. I picture her hand brushing mine—not by accident, but with intent. I wonder what it would feel like to be desired by someone like her. Someone older. Someone who knows herself.

It’s not just her beauty, though that’s part of it. The curve of her hips, the way she walks with quiet certainty, the way her breasts look firm and supple and the way her hair slips over her shoulder when she leans forward to read something. She looks at me sometimes—like she sees through the layers I keep hidden. Like she knows.

I think about her more than I should. I replay our conversations, searching for clues. Did she linger too long when she said my name? Did her smile mean something more? I tell myself I’m imagining it, but then she looks at me again and I’m not so sure.

I’ve never been with an older woman. I’ve never let myself want someone like this. But with her, it’s different. It’s not just curiosity—it’s gravity. I feel pulled toward her, helpless and breathless, like I’m standing on the edge of something I can’t name.

And I wonder—if I let myself fall, would she catch me?

“Seren?” Her voice slices through my thoughts like a blade through silk.

I blink, startled. The room is quiet, everyone waiting. Dr. Halstead is looking at me—not unkindly, but with that steady gaze that makes me feel like she sees more than I want her to.

“I asked what Steadman might say about social deviance in institutional settings,” she repeats, gently.

I open my mouth, but nothing comes out. My mind is a blur of her voice, her tight-fitting blouse, the way she’s staring at me. I should know this. I do know this. But right now, all I can think about is how close she is. How her perfume lingers in the air between us.

“I—sorry,” I stammer. “I lost the thread.”

She doesn’t frown. Doesn’t sigh. Just nods once, then glances at the clock.

“Stay behind a moment after class,” she says, and turns back to the board.

My heart thuds. I feel every second stretch like a wire pulled tight. I don’t know what she wants to say—but I know I’ll be replaying this moment for days.

After a few
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