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Welcome to Connecting History!

The aim of this series is to provide rich and accessible information that will help learners, teachers and lecturers to get the most out of History. The series has dedicated resources for National 4/National 5 and Higher History. It sparks interest, provides the right level of detailed information and is straightforward to access through its consistent and clear structure.

Overall, Connecting History is designed to provide a fresh approach to the study of History. The series is:


	●  Consistent. The content of each book is structured in a similar way around the key themes of the course. This clear structure will make it easy to find what you need when studying History. Indeed, all books in the series are designed this way, so that every book, for every unit, is equally accessible. This will make it quick and easy to find the information that learners and teachers need, whether revising, extending study or planning a lesson.


	●  Focused. Up-to-date course specifications have been used to create these books. This means that it is easy for learners and teachers to find information and provides assurance that the books offer complete coverage of the examinations, as well as general study. This means that you will not have to read through multiple long texts to collate information for one content area – our authors have done this already.


	●  Relevant. The importance and significance of each area to your understanding of our world and history has been clearly set out. Background sections in each chapter capture issues in their entirety, and sub-sections go into detail on key issues, with a number of sources and interpretations included. These texts go beyond the standard material that has been in circulation for a while and bring in new opinions, evidence and historical scholarship to enrich the study of History. We hope that this will continue to foster not only an ability to be highly successful in History, but also to inspire a love of the subject.


	●  For today. These units are not just about the past, they are about today. Themes of social justice, equality, change and power are all discussed. The most up-to-date research has been reflected by our authors, old interpretations have been challenged and we have taken a fresh look at the importance of each unit. We firmly believe that it is impossible to understand the present without a firm understanding of the past.


	●  For tomorrow. This series prepares learners for the future. It provides the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to be highly successful in History exams. Perhaps just as importantly, these books help learners to be critical and curious in their engagement with History. They challenge readers to go beyond the most obvious or traditional narratives and get to the bottom of the meaning and importance of the past. These skills will make readers not only successful learners, but also effective and responsible citizens going forward.




We hope that you enjoy using the Connecting History series and that it fosters a love of History, as well as exam success.
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Several units in this series are supported by digital resources for planning, revision, extension and assessment in Boost, our online learning platform. These will be updated annually to reflect recent course and assessment updates. If the nature of the assessment changes, or the skills are tweaked, fear not, our digital resources will be updated to reflect this. To find out more about this series – including the Boost resources and eBooks – visit www.hoddergibson.co.uk/connecting-history



Our academic reviewers

Every Connecting History textbook has been reviewed by a member of our Academic Review Panel. This panel, co-ordinated by our Academic Advisory Board, consists of nine Academic Editors with links to the University of Glasgow across a range of historical specialisms.

Each Academic Editor reviewed our texts to ensure that the:

	●  historiography is in line with the latest research and scholarship


	●  content is culturally appropriate, up to date and inclusive


	●  material is accurate and states facts clearly.




Dr Shantel George is a lecturer in History, researching the transatlantic slave trade, slavery and emancipation, with a particular focus on the British Caribbean. She received her PhD from SOAS, University of London, and is currently finishing a book manuscript, “Yoruba are on a Rock”: Liberated Africans and African Work in Grenada (under contract with Cambridge University Press).
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Introduction

The transatlantic slave trade was the largest forced migration in human history. Historians have calculated that, between 1514 and 1866, there were more than 36,000 slave voyages across the Atlantic Ocean. These voyages transported over 12 million captive people from Africa to the colonies of the Caribbean and the wider Americas. As many as 2 million Africans died during the journey. For those who landed in the ‘New World’, slavery meant a life of unimaginable suffering. 

Britain played a leading role in the slave trade. Between the middle of the seventeenth century and the abolition of the British slave trade in 1807, British ships carried over 3.4 million Africans into enslavement. This topic focuses on the period between 1770 and 1807. During these years, individuals and organisations in Britain and its colonies made huge profits from the forced labour of enslaved Africans. 


What is enslavement?

Forms of enslavement have existed since ancient times. Slavery is people exploiting people by entrapping them and depriving them of their freedom. It has taken different forms, but typically involves forcing people to work without pay and in harsh conditions. Slavery has always existed and still does. 

The particular type of slavery that you will learn about in this topic was a global institution that involved Europeans exploiting the forced labour of Africans to make huge profits. Slavery, as operated by the European powers, was a form of chattel enslavement. This means that the people who were enslaved were treated as property and could be bought and sold at the whim of their enslavers. It was also race-based and hereditary, meaning that the children of enslaved people were born with enslaved status.



Enslaved people were the first to fight against the slave trade, through acts of resistance. At the start of the period we are studying, few people in Britain questioned the morality of the slave trade. Yet by the end of the eighteenth century, a movement emerged in Britain that aimed to put an end to it completely. The campaign achieved success in 1807 with the Act for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. It is important to note that illegal slave trading continued for decades after this and slavery itself was not abolished in the British Empire until 1833.

In June 2020, Members of the European Parliament backed a resolution calling on the European Union to recognise the slave trade as a ‘crime against humanity’ and to make 2 December the European Day commemorating the abolition of the slave trade.

In this book you will learn about the organisation and nature of the slave trade, and its impact on Britain, the Caribbean and Africa. You will learn about the experience of captives in the ‘slave factories’ on the African coast and the horrific conditions they experienced on board the ships that carried them across the Atlantic Ocean. You will discover the traumatic nature of daily life for enslaved people on the plantations of the Caribbean. You will examine the ways in which enslaved people resisted and how their enslavers responded to these acts of resistance. Lastly, you will learn about the reasons why the slave trade was ended in 1807.


[image: image]  Note

Language

When studying this topic, it is vital to pay attention to language and how it is used. 

Primary sources often describe enslaved people using words and terms that we now know to be offensive. These terms have been avoided where possible or, if used, they are explained in the Glossary section. 

We have, for the most part, used 'enslaved person/people' over 'slave/s', where possible, except when used in primary sources and by historians, or when it would make the text too repetitive and difficult to understand. We have also retained instances that specifically link to the SQA's key issues, so the assessment connection is clear to students.

The word ‘enslaved’ highlights the fact that African people were forcibly placed and held in the condition of slavery, whereas the term ‘slave’ suggests that slavery was their natural condition. Similarly, participants in acts of resistance against the slave system are referred to as ‘freedom fighters’, ‘anti-slavery activists’ or ‘abolitionists’.

We use the word ‘captive’ as this is defined as a ‘person who is enslaved, dominated or imprisoned’. This appropriately conveys that captives were indeed prisoners, captured and held against their will.



One final point of note: The slave trade is a very broad topic, and it would be impossible to cover everything in one course. This book specifically examines the period between 1770 and 1807. It focuses on the British slave trade and its impact on Britain, west and west-central Africa, and the Caribbean.

Whether revising for an N4 or N5 assessment, or deepening your understanding of a particular area, this book will help you.

Each chapter covers a specific issue that might appear as an N4/5 assessment item, and the information contained in the following pages will support you in writing a powerful response.

Good luck!
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Sensitive content

Readers should be aware that a few sections of this textbook include content which may prompt distress in some people. Any sections containing such content will show a sensitive content box on the page, like the one shown here.


CAUTION: SENSITIVE CONTENT



However, readers should bear in mind that the subject matter as a whole covers themes such as racism, torture and abuse, and so there will be sections throughout containing challenging material. These sections may be equally upsetting and affect people differently, depending on their individual lived experiences.
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