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So, what is Divination? 

As defined by the Oxford English Dictionary, it is: “The action or practice of divining; the foretelling of future events or discovery of what is hidden or obscure by supernatural or magical means...”

Supernatural or magical means.

This means this information has come to you outside the normal channels of gathering information - the physical world. Yeah. Fine. But in all seriousness, divination is not magik, nor is it supernatural. It relies on the fact that most everyone is, to some degree, psychic, whether or not they believe in it. Popular, “Brand Name” religions rely upon supernatural texts to educate (indoctrinate) their followers. The so-called “supernatural” is all around us. We just tend to ignore it, as human tend to do when encountering something that is beyond the scope of our human minds. 

And divination can scare people. It freaks them out, often due to their religious affiliation. Divination, like tarot or astrology, is linked in their minds to so-called “Satanic” forces. However, for me, these are just tools. Tools needed to help me practice so-called “magik”. In my mind, hidden somewhere in the back, probably behind an unused metal filing cabinet, lurking alongside ideas for some unwritten novels and it’s possibly sitting alongside a long-forgotten school locker combination, is my idea that magik is actually a long-lost technology. It’s just that being trapped in a decaying biological meat-bag, humans can only recognize technology that they can hold, play with, and in some cases, have sex with. 

Humans can’t recognize how mental abilities, such as telepathy or “ESP” are just technologies that exist in a non-physical realm. 

But this is a type of technology. 

And, in that case, this is less an “occult book” and more of a reference manual using definitions unique to me and my view of various methods of fathoming out the future, or why some magik rituals failed to work, or gaining some insight about any odd dreams I might have had the previous night. 

Hang on. This is a lengthy book. Not my longest book, that title goes to my “Furies” novels. 

Also, have fun with this. 

​
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How to read this book.

Hey, you’re doing pretty good thus far – so keep it up*!​[1] 

About this here book. 

This particular book is an experiment, honestly. What would happen if I condensed decades of working with tarot, pendulum, other divination methods and wrote it all into a book. Then, I decided to incorporate three books into this one book. 

This book actually incorporates the highlights of all the books I’d read through my 20s and 30s on divination, including my fitful attempts to distill decades of interpreting the tarot into a middle section of this book. I tried to cover all the methods I’ve used, but the major aspects of Divination I cover are the Pendulum, Tarot, and Astrology. Then a chapter on the other forms I have experiments with over the past half-century. 

This book is a reference manual. It’s a collection of my brain-droppings from over the past half-century, while I played with the various methods of fathoming out my own future, learning what works, what doesn’t, and then making myself write down each and every divination session in a notebook. 

I can’t go into too much detail in each section, as then this book would be considerably longer. However, I hope the reference sections will help you in gaining an understanding of the various divination methods one can use to help make sense of this weird thing we call life. 

Divination – a quick method of figuring out WHY sometimes magik will simply not work. I have received direct messages, via pendulum or tarot, from spirits I had petitioned why a specific ritual failed. 

It also helps to understand messages from spirits, and to see if an unexpected event is part of the magik working. 

Divination is handy, and I kinda figure it’s something ya’ll need to know. 

This is something that has always fascinated me, and in my 20s I was reading book after book on divination methods, I must have had an entire book shelf on divination, tarot, crystal balls, and the like. 

If you have the knowledge of how to read cards, use a pendulum, or cast an astrology chart, it can be a huge assistance in achieving successful magik. The reason I can only cover some topics in divination within this book is that I don’t want it to be over 500 pages long. So, I limit the topics to tarot, astrology, the pendulum, plus a chapter on the other divination methods I have personally tried. 

In most cases, I’ll present the information I have collected across decades of working with these methods, plus some generally available Tarot and astrological interpretations (say, found online). For example, I’ll include the more traditional interpretation of the tarot, and with each card, I’ll follow that up by what I have learned it often means for me. As you learn, make notes, you will also begin to know what the cards mean for you! It’s a very personal process. 

My history with the Tarot begins when I was in college, and a girlfriend insisted we get some tarot cards. So, we bought the most popular cards in the world – the Rider Deck. Then that paperback book to interpret the cards. The one in the black cover. Man, that book gave me the gloomiest of outcomes, but – and this is the fascinating part – it proved to be quite accurate. I mean, I’d shuffle and reshuffle, like that meme on social media, that “Bitch, you’d better reshuffle!” meme. You know that one. Or, go google it. Even after the third or fourth shuffling and layout, the damned cards kept saying the same thing - and that would be the eventual outcome! 

So, from there on out, I was hooked on divination. I was constantly buying books, learning new methods, and expanding out to experiment with I-Ching, the Pendulum, regular playing cards, and even unsuccessful attempts with crystal balls and black mirrors. I skipped the reading of the entrails of birds and farm animals.  

As you’ll read later, I also did a deep dive into astrology. I mean, this was before the proliferation of computer programs to help you cast a chart, so I had books and books piled on my desk while I crafted a horoscope for myself and my then wife. More on this in the chapter on Astrology. 

I admit, I had a hard time working on the scrying chapters. That’s because no matter how hard I try, I just can’t seem to ‘click” and begin seeing visions. When my kid was 6-ish I bought a large six-inch crystal ball on eBay. It was a prop for a photo shoot, but I decided to learn to use it, as it was real crystal. Nothing. No matter what I did, it just didn’t work. 

My daughter sat down with it, and asked, “All I see are snowflakes...” which, as you’ll read, is the signal that you are getting it to work. Sigh. 

I also have a chapter on my all-time favorite divination method, the pendulum. I’ve included its use in my magik books as a way to communicate with the summoned spirit, for fast yes/no questions. In fact, it’s the lead chapter on divination methods. I have had the same pendulum for close to thirty years. I found it when eBay was new and was easy to buy from individual artists. More in that chapter.

Okay, that’s all for the introduction. Have fun reading, watch for my subtle jokes, and hopefully, you’ll broaden your horizons in using divination!

​
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The History and Importance of Divination

Divination has had a major role in high magic throughout history. Its roots can be traced back to ancient civilizations, where it was embraced to gain insight into the unknown and connecting with the divine. In this section, we will explore the fascinating history and enduring importance of divination practices, catering specifically to high magic students with niches in tarot card reading and interpretation, astrology and horoscope analysis, as well as various divination techniques and practices like scrying and pendulum dowsing. I’ll be skipping the odder methods of divination, such as reading the entrails of a sheep or fathoming the messages of spirits using bones. 

Essentially, the practice of divination involves seeking knowledge or guidance from a supernatural source, which is considered an art. Divination, which is the practice of foretelling the future or seeking knowledge through supernatural means, has a long and rich history that can be traced back thousands of years to the ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and China. The people of these civilizations believed that through divination, they could connect with gods and spirits, and as a result, gain insight into their lives and the world they lived in, allowing them to make informed decisions.

The use of tarot cards for divination started in the late 14th century, when people began using playing cards to interpret the future. Over time, the Tarot deck changed and became a powerful tool for self-reflection, giving deep insights about your past, present, and future. Nowadays, tarot card reading is super popular. It guides people towards clarity on love, career, and personal growth.

Astrology and horoscope analysis have their origins in ancient civilizations, such as Babylonia and Egypt. The study of celestial bodies and their influence on human affairs has been a central tenet of astrology throughout history. By analyzing the positions of stars and planets at the time of an individual's birth, astrologers can provide valuable insights into their personality traits, life events, and potential paths to success.

Tarot and astrology are not the only divination techniques and practices that have been around for centuries; in fact, there are many others. One example of divination is scrying, which requires a person to focus their gaze on reflective surfaces, such as water or mirrors, with the aim of receiving visions or symbolic images. (A method I find very challenging, honestly. Which is why I rarely resort to scrying.) While other methods of divination require specific tools, such as tarot cards or crystal balls, pendulum dowsing uses a simple yet effective technique by suspending a weighted object from a chain or string to answer yes or no questions. Diviners all over the world have made use of these practices, with each diviner offering their own unique approach to seeking answers from the unseen realms.

The significance of divination cannot be overstated, as it possesses the potential to offer valuable guidance and direction in a world that is teeming with uncertainties. Divination practitioners have the capability of tapping into the great reservoir of ancient wisdom and establishing a connection with the spiritual realm, thus gaining valuable insights that can help them overcome life’s obstacles and make informed choices. Divination is a valuable tool in today’s world, where rationality is often the dominant force, because it helps to remind us that there is more to the universe than what we can see with our eyes.

For students of high magic, who have a keen interest in tarot card reading, astrology, and various other divination techniques, it is crucial to have a deep understanding of the history and significance of divination. Through the study and exploration of these ancient practices, individuals can develop a deeper understanding and connection with the mysterious energies that shape our existence, which ultimately empowers them to improve their lives and create a brighter future.

The Role of Divination in High Magic

Using divination, which is an integral part of high magic, presents us with an opportunity to unravel the mysteries of the universe and attain a comprehension of the elusive energies that steer the trajectory of our existence. Regardless of your level of expertise in high magic, it is crucial to comprehend the importance and potency of divination if you wish to advance on your individual path. By working a divination prior to a ritual, you can then check easily enough how the magik may have altered the energy surrounding the energy of your ritual purpose. I have used the pendulum to test which spirit I should use for a ritual, often just a series of yes/no questions. 

Such as “Is Lilith right for this desire? Yes/no.” “Is Apollo nearby and willing to work with me? Yes/No.” “Is my guide Daniel tired of me asking all the questions? YES I AM!! Now stop!”

The pendulum continues to be my preferred method of divination, whether during a ritual or afterwards. During a ritual, if I feel I am having difficulty hearing the spirit, I will grab my pendulum and begin to ask yes/no questions. At first, it may appear nonsensical to ask only yes/no questions, but the pendulum is the best way to a clean yes or no answer. By asking multiple questions, using only a yes/no chart (more on that later), you can quickly figure out what may be happening if your magik appears to have failed. 

Tarot card reading and interpretation are among the most popular forms of divination, allowing practitioners to tap into the universal energies and gain valuable guidance. Each card in the Tarot deck represents a unique aspect of life, and through careful interpretation, the reader can unveil hidden truths and potential paths. By understanding the symbolism and meanings of the cards, the practitioner can navigate life's twists and turns with clarity and confidence. 

Tarot card readings have been around for centuries and have been used by people from all walks of life to gain insight into different aspects of their lives. The cards themselves are rich in symbolism and meaning, with each one representing a different archetype or energy. This makes the Tarot a powerful tool for self-discovery and personal growth. Tarot readings are often sought when people are facing difficult decisions or are feeling lost or uncertain about the future. The cards can provide clarity and guidance, helping people to make more informed choices and navigate their lives with greater ease. The process of a Tarot reading can vary depending on the practitioner and the client’s needs. Some readers may use a specific spread or layout of cards, while others may simply draw cards one at a time and interpret their meanings at the moment. I personally never read a card in its reversed position, because I find that unnecessarily pessimistic. 

Regardless of the approach, the goal of a Tarot reading is always to help the client gain a deeper understanding of themselves and their circumstances. It is not about predicting the future but rather about empowering the reader to make the best possible choices for themselves based on the information provided by the cards. Overall, Tarot card reading and interpretation are valuable tools for anyone looking to gain insight into their lives and make more informed decisions. With the right practitioner and an open mind, a Tarot reading can be a powerful and transformative experience.

Astrology is a field of study that involves analyzing the positions and movements of celestial bodies in order to gain insight into how they affect our lives and shape our destinies, while horoscope analysis is a related practice that involves interpreting the astrological information that is specific to each individual based on their date and time of birth. Astrologers are able to determine the energies that impact our lives by studying the positions and movements of celestial bodies. By providing a snapshot of the heavens at the precise moment of our birth, the birth chart offers a blueprint of our personality traits, strengths, weaknesses, and potential life events. By studying astrology and practicing high magic, students are able to gain a profound insight into their personal identity and their role within the vast universe.

There are various divination techniques that can be used to tap into the hidden realms, such as scrying and pendulum dowsing. The ancient art of scrying involves gazing into a reflective surface, such as a crystal ball or mirror, which can transport practitioners into a meditative state that enables them to receive messages and visions from beyond our world. The process of pendulum dowsing entails suspending a weighted object on a string and utilizing it to provide responses to yes or no inquiries. Through the utilization of their intuitive abilities and establishing a connection with the spiritual realm, students of high magik can actively seek guidance and obtain a deeper understanding of their current circumstances as well as their future.

It is important to keep in mind that divination, while useful, should not be relied on as an absolute predictor of the future. Rather than a mere tool, it functions as a compass, providing invaluable guidance and illuminating potential outcomes. It empowers practitioners to make informed choices, navigate challenges, and harness their own innate power to shape their lives.

The trajectory of the energy surrounding an issue will shift after working a successful ritual. By using divination to see the shift, this helps assure you, the high magik student, that your magik is actually working. 

The growth and development of magik practitioners largely depends on their study and practice of divination techniques and practices, as they are crucial to their spiritual advancement. If you take the time to hone your skills and gain a deep understanding of the role of divination in high magic, you will be able to unlock the secrets of the universe and set out on a transformative journey towards self-discovery and empowerment.
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Pendulum Dowsing: Seeking Answers

So, here we go, y’all! My favorite in-ritual divination technique. 

For those of you who are already immersed in the niches of tarot card reading and interpretation, astrology and horoscope analysis, and other divination techniques, pendulum dowsing offers a unique and complementary tool to enhance your mystical toolkit.

Pendulum dowsing is a divination practice that dates back centuries. It involves using a weighted object, often a crystal or metal pendant, attached to a chain or string. The pendulum acts as a conduit for accessing the subconscious mind and the collective unconscious, providing answers to questions that stir within us.

In this section, we’ll start with the fundamentals of pendulum dowsing. We begin by understanding the importance of setting intentions and creating a sacred space for divination. I’ll then guide you through the process of choosing the perfect pendulum for your personal energy and needs, ensuring a strong connection between you and the tool.

Once you have found your ideal pendulum, I’ll delve into the various techniques and methods of pendulum dowsing. From simple yes/no responses to more complex queries, you will learn how to effectively communicate with the pendulum and interpret its movements.

I’ll address the significance of calibration and cleansing rituals to maintain the purity of your pendulum's energy. I’ll provide you with practical exercises to strengthen your energetic connection with the pendulum. I’ll also give you links (see the appendix) to the best pendulum dowsing chart I have ever encountered. 

To enhance your understanding of pendulum dowsing, we will explore the potential applications of this technique. Whether you seek to gain insights about your personal life, unravel the mysteries of the universe, or delve into past lives, pendulum dowsing can assist you on your mystical journey.

Finally, we will discuss the ethics and responsibility that come with engaging in divination practices. As students of the occult and divination, it is crucial to approach these practices with respect, integrity, and a genuine desire to seek truth and guidance.

Choosing the Right Pendulum

Pendulum dowsing is a powerful divination technique that has been practiced for centuries. It involves using a weighted object, typically a crystal or metal pendulum, to gain insight and answers from the spiritual realm. As a high magic student, it is essential to choose the right pendulum that resonates with your energy and intentions. In this section, we will explore the various factors to consider when selecting a pendulum for your divination practices. Mine is a piece of amethyst, cut into a up-side-down pyramid, with a delicate silver chain. I’ve had mine since the early 1990s. It’s never far from my altar, except when I need to get an answer while not in ritual. 

The most important factor to consider when choosing a pendulum is how comfortable it feels in your hand, as this can greatly affect the accuracy of your readings. The weight and shape of the object are crucial factors to consider when choosing a pendulum to use during divination sessions, as it will be held for extended periods.

Take the time to hold different pendulums and determine which one feels the most natural and balanced.

Another vital aspect to consider is the material of the pendulum. Different materials have varying energy properties, and you should select one that aligns with your intentions. For example, crystals like amethyst or clear quartz are known for their spiritual and healing properties, making them ideal for divination purposes. On the other hand, metals such as brass or silver can offer a more grounded and practical energy. Choose a material that resonates with the type of energy you wish to connect with during your divination practice.

Next, consider the shape and design of the pendulum. Some pendulums may have a pointed end, while others may be more rounded or even contain symbols or engravings. The shape can influence the way the pendulum swings and the energy it emits. Experiment with different shapes and designs to determine which one facilitates clearer communication with the spiritual realm.

Lastly, trust your intuition when choosing a pendulum. Allow yourself to be drawn to a particular pendulum, even if it doesn't conform to traditional guidelines. Your intuition is a powerful tool in the world of divination and can guide you towards the pendulum that is most attuned to your energy.

You can also make a pendulum. This is what I used to do before buying one. I took my college graduation ring, a nice, heavy lump of gold
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