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  A Note for Parents and Educators

  The first prototype is never pretty. In two decades of patent work, I have never once seen an invention that looked good on the first try. The Wright Brothers' first airplane was canvas and wood held together with wire. The first iPhone prototype was a clunky board with a screen taped to it. Every invention in history started as something wobbly and lumpy that someone held up and said, "It's not done yet, but it's real."

  In Book 6 of Kit's Little Sparks, Kit takes the squiggly drawing from Book 5 and builds it with cardboard, tape, cups, and sticks, guided by Bolt, a cheerful junkyard robot who hands Kit supplies and loves tape so much he wraps everything in it. The result is messy and imperfect. Kit hesitates. But then the shift happens: "I MADE THIS!" That moment, holding something you built with your own hands and realizing it exists because of you, is the most powerful feeling in the inventor's journey. This book deliberately celebrates the rough first attempt. Children are often taught that things need to be "done right." Bolt and Kit flip that: the act of making is the achievement. Perfection is irrelevant. The thing is REAL, and real is better than perfect. After reading, try the "Make Something!" activity together. Grab a cardboard box, tape, and whatever you can find. Build anything. It doesn't matter what. When your child holds it up and says "I MADE THIS!" that's not just play. That's the same feeling that drives every inventor, every engineer, every creator who has ever turned an idea into something you can touch.

  - Chris Kuczynski, A Registered Patent Attorney
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  Hello, friends. Ready? Today we are reading about the most exciting part of inventing: building.

  Kit has a drawing. Now it is time to make it real. In this story, Kit meets a robot named Bolt.

  Bolt loves tape, Bolt loves building, and Bolt is about to help Kit make something with his very own hands. Before we read, let's warm up our building hands. Builders use their hands for everything: stacking, taping, folding.

  Let's practice those moves right now. First, stacking.

  


  
    [image: Story 2]
  Put one hand flat, then stack the other hand on top. Stack, stack, stack, higher and higher. Next, taping.

  Pull out an imaginary piece of tape with your fingers and press it down firmly. Press, press, press. Now folding.

  Hold out your hands flat, then fold them together. Fold, fold, fold. Great building moves.

  One more thing: in this story, Bolt wakes up and makes a big whirring sound. When I say, "Whir," I want you to make that sound with me and spin around one time.
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  Let's try. Whir. Spin.

  Perfect. Let's read. Kit has a drawing.

  Now what? Spark says, "Time to build. Meet Bolt." Whir.

  Bolt the robot wakes up.
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  Spin around with Bolt. Bolt is made of cans and caps and blinky lights. Can you make a robot face, stiff and blinky?

  Bolt hands Kit cardboard. Pretend to hand something to the person next to you, or hand it to the air. Bolt hands Kit tape.

  Bolt loves tape. Pull out a big imaginary piece of tape and press it down. Press.

  Kit stacks, Kit tapes, Kit folds, Kit stacks some more. Do all the moves with Kit.
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A Note for Parents and Educators

The first prototype is never pretty. In two decades of patent work, I have never once seen an
invention that looked good on the first try. The Wright Brothers’ first airplane was canvas and
wood held together with wire. The first iPhone prototype was a clunky board with a screen
taped to it. Every invention in history started as something wobbly and lumpy that someone
held up and said, “It’s not done yet, but it’s real.”

In Book 6 of Kit’s Little Sparks, Kit takes the squiggly drawing from Book 5 and builds it with
cardboard, tape, cups, and sticks, guided by Bolt, a cheerful junkyard robot who hands Kit
supplies and loves tape so much he wraps everything in it. The result is messy and imperfect.
Kit hesitates. But then the shift happens: “I MADE THIS!” That moment, holding something
you built with your own hands and realizing it exists because of you, is the most powerful
feeling in the inventor’s journey. This book deliberately celebrates the rough first attempt.
Children are often taught that things need to be “done right” Bolt and Kit flip that: the act

of making is the achievement. Perfection is irrelevant. The thing is REAL, and real is better
than perfect. After reading, try the “Make Something!” activity together. Grab a cardboard
box, tape, and whatever you can find. Build anything. It doesn’t matter what. When your child
holds it up and says “I MADE THIS!” thats not just play. That’s the same feeling that drives
every inventor, every engineer, every creator who has ever turned an idea into something you
can touch.
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