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I dedicate this collection of quotes from the books in The Monk Who Sold His Ferrari series to you, the Reader. It takes a special person to have the courage to look within and then do what needs to be done to create a life of authenticity, abundance, happiness and wonder. So I honor you.

I also dedicate this book to my two children.
I am blessed to be their father.
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January

Impact and Legacy

Personal Greatness




January 1

When I was growing up, my father, translating a Sanskrit saying, shared something with me that I will never forget. He said, “Son, when you were born, you cried while the world rejoiced. Live your life in such a way that when you die the world cries while you rejoice.” We live in an age when we have forgotten what life is all about. We can easily put a person on the moon, yet we have trouble walking across the street to meet a new neighbor. We have technology to help us stay connected, yet in many ways we have never been less connected in the history of humankind. We know more than ever, yet we also know less, about what it means to be truly great—as a human being.


January 2

Purpose is the most powerful motivator in the world. The secret of passion truly is purpose. 


January 3

Success cannot be pursued; success ensues. It flows as the unintended byproduct of efforts concentrated in the direction of a worthy cause. 


January 4

The word duty is often viewed negatively in our culture. Many people don’t like the idea of it, feeling that duty would restrict them and hinder them from living in the moment. To me, the word duty represents freedom and happiness. And leadership and authentic success is about doing what’s right rather than what’s easy.


January 5

Once you connect with some kind of higher purpose in your life, there will be a corresponding release of passion and energy. The secret of generating extraordinary levels of passion in your life is to discover your larger purpose. Once you find your calling, you get excited. And you begin to stand for something higher than yourself. 


January 6

Look at people who discovered a cause that they gave their lives over to, people such as Benjamin Franklin, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., Mother Teresa, Albert Einstein and Nelson Mandela. They connected with some kind of a crusade that they decided their lives would represent. This engaged their hearts. This made them emotionally charged up about what they were doing. And once you can develop some emotional engagement around a pursuit, rather than simply an intellectual engagement, the excitement flows and the energy explodes. 


January 7

Connect to a compelling cause with your heart, not your head. And then fasten your seatbelt because your life will soar. The mind can be a limiter. The emotions are the liberator.


January 8

You can find your cause—your crusade—exactly where you are. No one has to leave a job to find something to engage their heart and excite them. Often all that is required is that a person see things differently. And to take that first step. Today.


January 9

A cause to stand for unleashes energy, no matter if it’s one about creating incredible experiences for the men and women who give you business or one that involves saving the world. All remarkable creations begin with energy—and commitment. Resolve to be extraordinary in all that you do.


January 10

Find your cause, and then do your work with pride and love—love is such an incredible force for good. It’s the most powerful thing in the world.


January 11

In the past, most of us were content to have a job that simply paid the bills. But now, we crave so much more in our work. We want fulfillment, creative challenge, growth, joy and a sense that we are living for something more than ourselves. In a word, we seek meaning. One of the best ways to find the higher meaning in the work you do is to use the technique of creative questioning to become aware of the impact your work has on the world around you. Ask yourself questions like, Who ultimately benefits from the products and services my company offers? or What difference do my daily efforts make? Once you do so, you will start noticing the connection between the work you do and the lives you touch. This will inspire you.


January 12

One day, my father posted a poem by Rabindranath Tagore on the door of our fridge. It read simply, “Spring has passed, summer has gone and winter is here. And the song that I meant to sing remains unsung. I have spent my days stringing and unstringing my instrument.” These words were about a man whose heart was filled with regret over a life half-lived. The time to start building your legacy is today, not ten years from today when you “have more time.” Reflect on what it is you want to create in your life and, more importantly, what gift you wish to leave the world when you are no longer here. Greatness comes from beginning something that does not end with you.


January 13

Balance success with significance. What is the point of achieving great things without having a great impact? At the end of our lives, what will be most important is who we have become—and the difference we have made.


January 14

One of the timeless truths of life can be stated simply: When you shift from a selfish compulsion to survive into a heartfelt commitment to serve, your life cannot help but explode into success.


January 15

The celebrated inventor Thomas Edison is well known for his statement “Genius is 1 percent inspiration and 99 percent perspiration.” While I believe that hard work is essential to a life of real success and fulfillment, I think that being filled with a deep sense of inspiration and commitment to making a difference in the world is an even more important attribute.


January 16

One of the greatest lessons for a highly fulfilling life is to rise from a life spent chasing success to one dedicated to finding significance. And the best way to create significance is to ask yourself one simple question: “How may I serve?” All great leaders, thinkers and humanitarians have abandoned selfish lives for selfless lives and, in doing so, found all the happiness, abundance and satisfaction they desired. Joy comes from giving.


January 17

Each and every one of us needs to ask ourselves, not just as parents but as people, “What will my life stand for after I have died?” We need to think about the footprints we will leave and how future generations will know that we have lived. I’m not saying we all have to be Mahatma Gandhis or Mother Teresas. Those were the paths that were mapped out for those people—and that they chose to live. What I am saying is that we all need to conduct our lives in a way that will allow us to transcend ourselves.


January 18

All too often, people attempt to live their lives backwards: they spend their days striving to get the things that will make them happy rather than having the wisdom to realize that happiness is not a place you reach but a state you create. Happiness and a life of deep fulfillment come when you commit yourself, from the very core of your soul, to spending your highest human talents on a purpose that makes a difference in others’ lives. When all the clutter is stripped away from your life, its true meaning will become clear: to live for something more than yourself. Stated simply, the purpose of life is a life of purpose.


January 19

Nothing so destroys the heart as the knowledge that you had the chance to manifest the gorgeous potential within you and you refused to accept the call.


January 20

We all have special talents that are just waiting to be engaged in a worthy pursuit. We all have some form of personal genius within us. We are all here for some unique purpose, some noble objective that will allow us to manifest our highest human potential while we, at the same time, add value to the lives around us. Finding your calling doesn’t mean you must leave the job you now have. It simply means you need to bring more of your talents into your work and focus on the things you do best. Today, decide to be brilliant at what you do. And in how you live.


January 21

Success on the outside means nothing unless you also have success within. There is a huge difference between well-being and being well-off. The person with a rich inner life is the richest of all.


January 22

The most joyful, dynamic and contented people of this world are no different from you or me in terms of their makeup. We are all flesh and bones. We all come from the same universal source. However, the ones who do more than just exist, the ones who fan the flames of their human potential and truly savor the magical dance of life, do different things than those whose lives are ordinary. Foremost among the things that they do is adopt a positive paradigm about their world and all that is in it. Where others see adversity, they see opportunity.


January 23

People who feel superb about themselves generate superb results. Self-respect is a beautiful thing.


January 24

Your life is a treasure and you are so much more than you know. The life you live today doesn’t have to be the life you lead tomorrow. Make a choice. Take a leap. Rise above your circumstances to your next level of greatness.


January 25

The mind is a wonderful servant but a terrible master. If you have become a negative thinker, this is because you have not cared for your mind and taken the time to train it to focus on the good. Remember, we become what we think about all day long.


January 26

The people who get on in life are those who dream big dreams and then take whatever risks are necessary to bring their vision to life. They face their fears directly, get into the game and live their days with courage. They break through their fear doors, no matter how scared they feel. It’s better to be a lion for a day than a sheep all your life.


January 27

The best antidote for fear is knowledge.


January 28

Luck is nothing more than the remarkable marriage of relentless preparation with well-presented opportunity.


January 29

Most people spend the best years of their lives in the place of the known. They lack the courage to venture out into foreign territory and are frightened to leave the crowd. They want to fit in and are afraid to stand out. They dress like everyone else, think like everyone else and behave like everyone else, even if doing so doesn’t feel right to them. They are reluctant to listen to the call of their hearts and try new things, refusing to leave that shore of safety. They do what everybody else does. In so doing, their once-shining souls begin to darken. Success lies in being true to yourself—and living life on your own terms.


January 30

Clinging to safe shores in your life is nothing more than making a choice to remain imprisoned by your fears. And it’s impossible to discover new oceans without letting go of the shore.


January 31

Courage is not the absence of fear but the willingness to walk through your fear in pursuit of a goal that is important to you. You are among the living dead when you live in a safe harbor and cling to the known. You come back to life and your heart starts to beat again when you venture into the unknown and explore the foreign places of your life. The adventure and thrill of living returns. Remember, on the other side of your fears you will discover your fortune.
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February

Personal Greatness




February 1

Saying that you don’t have time to improve your thoughts and your life is like saying you don’t have time to stop for gas because you are too busy driving. Eventually it will catch up with you.
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