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To the eternal storytellers — sages, poets, and keepers of dharma —

who preserved the Mahabharata through fire and time.



To my family, whose patience gave me the strength to continue this path.



To my readers, seekers of wisdom and wonder, who walk beside me

through these ancient halls of destiny.



And to the children of tomorrow — may you never forget that the roots

of your future lie in the soil of your past.




EPIGRAPH

"Time is the fire in which desire burns,

and dharma is the river that alone endures.



Kings may rise, and dynasties may fall,

but the spirit of sacrifice shapes eternity."

— Inspired by the Mahabharata
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

The Mahabharata is more than a story — it is the pulse of Indian

civilization.



Yet for many in today’s world, its vastness feels untouchable. I chose to

retell it not as a distant scripture but as a cinematic saga. Each page is

built like a scene: a title, an image, a description, a story, and a hook —

so that the Mahabharata can be seen, not just read.



I cannot make films, but I can write books that carry the same

breathless pace, the same intensity, the same power to keep you awake

at night. This book is written for the present generation — and for the

next.



May you read this not as an old tale, but as your own inheritance.



— Surendra Pavuluri




SERIES TIMELINE

Phase 1: Foundations + Origins (Books 1–7)



1. Origins: Curse of Kuru

Yayati → Puru → Kuru →Pratipa →Shantanu → Ganga → Bhishma’s Terrible Vow.

2. Rise of Hastinapur

Satyavati, Chitrangada, Vichitravirya, Vyasa’s niyoga → birth of Dhritarashtra, Pandu, Vidura → Pandu’s curse.

3. Brothers in Blood

Birth of Pandavas & Kauravas → Karna’s birth secret → childhood rivalries → Drona’s arrival → Bhima vs Duryodhana.

4. Krishna: The Dark Avatara (standalone)

Birth in Mathura → Gokul & Vrindavan childhood → Govardhana miracle → slaying Kansa → founding Dwaraka.

5. Khandavaprastha

Lakshagriha fire, Hidimba, Draupadi swayamvara, Pandavas’ marriage, Indraprastha’s rise, Maya Sabha.

6. Dice & Deception

Yudhishthira’s weakness → dice game → Draupadi’s humiliation → Pandavas’ exile begins.

7. Forest of Fire

12 years exile → Arjuna’s divine quests → Draupadi’s trials → mythic adventures in Kamyaka, Gandhamadana

Phase 2: Conflict + Buildup to War (Books 8–13)

8. Return of the Lion

Pandavas’s incognito in Virata → Keechaka episode → Kurus attacked → Arjuna as Brihannala revealed.

9. War of Words

Krishna’s failed diplomacy, Karna’s origins revealed, Shikhandi’s destiny, councils of Hastinapur.

10. Day One: Kurukshetra Begins

Krishna’s Gita to Arjuna → War starts → Bhishma’s dominance (Days 1–5).

11. The Fall of Bhishma

Bhishma’s 10-day command → Shikhandi’s role → Bhishma’s fall on bed of arrows.

12. Drona the Relentless

Drona as commander → Chakravyuha → Abhimanyu’s death → deceitful strategies.

13. Ashwatthama’s Wrath

Drona’s fall, Karna’s command, Ashwatthama’s anger foreshadowed.




Phase 3: War Climax + Aftermath (Books 14–21)

14. Karna the Cursed Hero

Karna’s rise as commander → friendships, betrayals → duels with Pandavas.

15. Karna vs Arjuna

Climactic duel → Kunti’s secret → Karna’s tragic fall.

16. Endgame: The Fall of Duryodhana

Duryodhana’s final stand → Bhima’s gada yuddh → Kurus destroyed.

17. Ashwatthama: The Eternal

Night slaughter of Pandava sons → Ashwatthama’s curse → Pandavas’ sorrow.

18. Aftermath: The Cursed Kingdom

Gandhari’s curse, Krishna’s destiny foretold, Yudhishthira’s rule troubled.

19. The Death of Krishna

Mausala Parva → Yadava civil war → Krishna’s death by hunter Jara.

20. The Final Journey

Pandavas’ last pilgrimage, fall one by one, Yudhishthira reaches heaven.

21. Legacy of Dharma

Janamejaya’s snake sacrifice → Vyasa & Sauti narrate Mahabharata → closure.




THE LINEAGE FROM BRAHMA TO BHISHMA

BRAHMA

Creator God — Source of all dynasties

↓

ATRI

One of the Saptarishis (Great Sages)

↓

CHANDRA (SOMA)

Moon God — Father of the Lunar Dynasty (Chandravamsa)

↓

BUDHA

Son of Chandra — Wisdom bearer, married Ila

↓

PURURAVAS

First great mortal king of the Lunar line

↓

AYUS

Bearer of the Lunar flame, son of Pururavas & Urvashi

↓



NAHUSHA

Mighty king who ruled heaven but was cursed into a serpent

↓

YAYATI

The King of Desire — Father of Dynasties

- With Devayani → Yadu, Turvasu

- With Sharmishtha → Druhyu, Anu, PURU

↓

PURU

Founder of the Puru Dynasty

↓

KURU

Eponymous founder of the Kuru Dynasty — Kurukshetra named after him

↓

PRATIPA

King of the Kuru line, father of Shantanu

↓

SHANTANU

King of Hastinapura — with Ganga → Bhishma

↓

BHISHMA (DEVAVRATA)

The Terrible Vow-Bearer — Guardian of Hastinapura

[image: ]



LORD BRAHMA

The Creator

Brahma, the eternal Creator, is the source of all beings and the architect of the universe. From his divine will arose the rishis, gods, and dynasties that would 

shape cosmic  order.  He is depicted  with four  faces, each  reciting  one  of  the Vedas, and his role is to set creation into motion. Though less worshipped than 

Vishnu or Shiva, Brahma stands as the fountainhead of all dynasties. Physically, he  is  portrayed  with  flowing  white  beard,  calm  expression,  four  arms,  and holding the Vedas. Symbolically, Brahma represents the eternal beginning of all 

things .
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ATRI

The Sage

Atri, one of the Saptarishis (seven great Vedic sages) mentioned in the Rigveda, He was a seer of immense wisdom and discipline. He upheld dharma through 

austerity and is revered as a progenitor of lineages tied to the moon. He passed divine knowledge to humanity, ensuring the continuation of sacred order. Atri 

is depicted as a tall, lean sage with long white beard and hair tied in matted locks. He embodies wisdom, patience, and ascetic strength.

[image: ]

CHANDRA (SOMA)

Moon God — Ancestor of the Lunar Dynasty

Chandra, also known as Soma, is the radiant moon god whose brilliance nourishes life. He is considered the ancestor of the Lunar Dynasty 

(Chandravamsa), through which the Mahabharata line emerges. Chandra is graceful, youthful, and adorned with shining ornaments, seated upon a chariot 

drawn by antelopes. Symbolically, he represents beauty, coolness, and the 

ever-changing cycle of time.
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BUDHA

Bearer of Wisdom

Budha, son of Chandra and the mortal Ila, bridges divine and human realms. He is associated with intellect, wisdom, and the planet Mercury. Through 

Budha begins the true human branch of the Lunar line. He is depicted as youthful, with sharp eyes and refined grace. Symbolically, Budha signifies 

intelligence and the merging of divine brilliance with mortal legacy .
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PURURAVAS

First King of the Lunar Line

Pururavas, born of Budha and Ila, was the first great king of the Lunar dynasty. He is remembered for his union with the celestial nymph Urvashi, a 

love both divine and tragic. Pururavas brought splendor and prosperity, and his descendants carried the Lunar line forward. He is described as handsome, 

regal, and noble, wearing royal ornaments and exuding charisma. He 

embodies the themes of love, loss, and kingship.
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AYUS

Bearer of the Lunar Flame

Ayus, son of Pururavas and Urvashi, continued the Lunar dynasty with dignity. He inherited divine charm from his mother and royal strength from his father. 

Ayus symbolizes continuity, duty, and balance between heaven and earth. He is depicted as youthful, radiant, and princely, dressed in regal attire. Through 

Ayus, the flame of the dynasty endured .
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NAHUSHA

The Fallen King

Nahusha, descendant of Ayus, rose to such greatness that he briefly ruled as king of the heavens. His arrogance, however, led to his downfall, as he was 

cursed and cast into the form of a serpent. Nahusha embodies both majesty and tragedy — the danger of pride when power blinds dharma. He is depicted 

as tall, muscular, with royal armor and crown, his expression proud yet restless. Symbolically, Nahusha warns against arrogance and the misuse of 

divine gifts.
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YAYATI

The King of Desire

Yayati, son of Nahusha, is one of the most influential ancestors in the Mahabharata’s lineage. Cursed with premature old age for succumbing to 

desire, he exchanged his burden with his son Puru, who accepted it out of filial duty. From this sacrifice, the Puru dynasty was chosen to continue the royal 

line. Yayati’s story embodies desire, downfall, and redemption. He is described as regal, strong, but eventually aged and frail. Symbolically, Yayati 

represents the destructive power of unchecked desire.
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PURU

Founder of the Puru Dynasty

Puru, youngest son of Yayati, accepted his father’s curse of old age to uphold filial duty. In return, Yayati blessed him, making Puru the chosen heir and 

founder of the Puru dynasty. From him, the line of kings would lead to the Kurus and ultimately the Mahabharata war. Puru is depicted as youthful, 

strong, and noble, embodying sacrifice and dharma above ambition.
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KURU

Founder of the Kuru Line

Kuru, a descendant of Puru, sanctified the land that would become Kurukshetra. Through penance and sacrifice, he established the holy ground of 

dharma and lent his name to the dynasty. Kuru represents perseverance and the spiritual foundation of the epic. He is depicted as ascetic yet regal, plowing the 

sacred land with divine presence. Symbolically, Kuru is the spiritual seed of 

the Mahabharata .
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PRATIPA

King of the Kuru Dynasty

Pratipa, a king of virtue, upheld the Kuru line with wisdom and justice. He fathered Shantanu, continuing the lineage that would soon touch destiny. Pratipa is described as calm, regal, and wise, adorned in kingly garments. He represents continuity, stability, and preparation for greater events to come.
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SHANTANU

King of Hastinapura

Shantanu, son of Pratipa, was king of Hastinapura whose love for the river goddess Ganga brought forth Bhishma. He later married Satyavati, binding 

together divine and mortal destinies. Shantanu was noble, wise, and compassionate, but his choices created the conditions for future conflict. He is 

depicted as dignified, with crown and ornaments, often shown beside Ganga. Symbolically, Shantanu embodies the union of love, duty, and the unintended consequences of desire.

[image: ]

BHISHMA (DEVAVRATA)

The Terrible Vow-Bearer — Guardian of Hastinapura

Bhishma, born as Devavrata to Shantanu and Ganga, was destined for greatness. He took a terrible vow of lifelong celibacy to secure his father’s 

happiness, renouncing the throne. This vow made him a pillar of Hastinapura but bound him to sorrow. On the battlefield of Kurukshetra, he commanded 

with unmatched valor, yet fell to Arjuna with Shikhandi’s aid. Bhishma is depicted as tall, broad-shouldered, with silver hair and beard, clad in armor and carrying his bow. Symbolically, he represents the conflict between duty 

and personal desire, chained to his vow until death.




BOOK OVERVIEW

The Mahabharata is more than a war; it is the story of how that war 

became inevitable. To understand Kurukshetra, one must return to the 

very beginning — to desire, to sacrifice, and to the curse that shaped a 

dynasty.

This book begins with Yayati, the king who defied dharma in his hunger 

for pleasure, only to be cursed with old age. His desperate bargain with 

his sons gave birth to the Puru Dynasty, where sacrifice outweighed 

ambition. From this seed grew the line of Kuru, who sanctified the very 

soil of Kurukshetra with his penance, making it the eternal field of 

dharma.

Generations passed, and the throne of Hastinapura came to Shantanu, 

whose love for the river goddess Ganga brought forth a son like no 

other — Devavrata, later known as Bhishma. His vow of celibacy, 

terrible and unbreakable, ensured the survival of the Kuru line but 

chained him to a destiny of sorrow.

Origins: Curse of Kuru is not merely a prelude — it is the first 

movement of an epic symphony. It tells of vows that bind harder than 

iron, of curses that echo across centuries, and of choices that would one 

day lead to the greatest war in history.

In these pages, the past is not forgotten — it is alive, burning, and 

waiting. For every story begins somewhere, and the Mahabharata 

begins here.
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CHAPTER 1



The Mighty King Yayati




CHAPTER OVERVIEW

The story of Yayati begins within the sacred Lunar dynasty 

(Chandravansha), a line that traces its roots to Lord Brahma, the 

Creator himself. From Brahma emerged the Moon God, Chandra, 

whose brilliance gave rise to Budha and then to Pururavas, the first 

mortal king of this radiant line. Through generations of kings — Ayus, 

Nahusha, Kshatravasa, and finally Puru — the dynasty gathered 

wisdom, valor, and the weight of destiny.


From this dynasty was born Yayati — fire wrapped in mortal form. His 

hunger would outlive him, binding sons and grandsons, echoing until 

Kurukshetra itself. This is not merely his story; this is the spark that 

ignited the Mahabharata.

Here, before queens and curses, before battles and betrayals, we see 

Yayati as he was in the beginning: a boy of promise, a prince of light, 

and a man who carried both divinity and mortality within his soul.

The Mahabharata Saga – Book 1: Origins: Curse of Kuru


A Kingdom Awaits

[image: ]


(Image Description: Palace city at dusk, expectant citizens, banners flying as news of 

the royal birth spreads.)

The Lunar dynasty stood in anxious anticipation. King Nahusha’s rule

had brought both triumph and turmoil, and all eyes turned toward the

palace, awaiting a sign of continuity. Midwives hurried through torchlit

corridors, priests chanted mantras, and nobles gathered in hushed

silence. Outside, the people whispered prayers that the newborn would be strong enough to lead them into a new era. Even before his first cry,

the unborn prince had become the axis upon which the kingdom
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