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Esp. My “Twinkle Toes, Lego-tinker boy, Baby Cute, and Fun-monkey boy!” And also dedicated to my Cool Carl! 
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Introductory Story, Who’s Sidney the Rabbit? 
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This section is meant for readers to get to know the “back story” so to speak about Sidney the Rabbit. I used to have an Attic Treasure stuffed animal named Sidney. I always thought she would make a good character in a children’s book. I wanted to portray her as a “live type of person” but in rabbit form so to speak. So, our animals in this story can talk and be like real people. But in real life we know real animals do not talk. The idea is that Sidney as a Rabbit might appeal to children more. So, we will be on adventures with this silly Rabbit named Sidney who lives in a forest near a Sassafras tree! I hope you and your children will enjoy reading these two Christmas stories. I hope to make more books in the future about Sidney’s adventures! 

Sidney and the Christmas Harp

By Julie Larsen

Once upon a time, there lived a rabbit Sidney inside a small forest down a twisty path. Her house was near a Sassafras tree. She lived with Mamma Rabbit, Pappa Rabbit, and her twin sister Sara. It was close to Christmas time. Mama Rabbit was decorating the home for Christmas as it was Mama’s Birthday December 1st. Mama said, “Sidney, please hand me that wreath.”​[i] 
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“Yes, Mama,” said Sidney. 

“It smells like Christmas,” said Sara who was hanging up popcorn balls on the Christmas tree.​[ii] 
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Sidney said, “Guess what my favorite part of Christmas is?”

“Eggnog,” said Papa who was helping decorate as well and he was getting hungry and thirsty.

“No!” said Sidney. 

“Decorations,” said Mama.

“No!” said Sidney.

“Pumpkin Pie?” said Sara who liked food as well.

“No, I love presents and toys!” said Sidney smiling. 

Mama smiled and said, “Ah! Of course!” 

[image: image]Sidney said, “I know what I want this year.” 

Now everyone in the room listened. They had a hard time buying for Sidney each year.

“I want a harp!”​[iii] 

Mama said, “What’s a harp?” 

Papa chuckled and said, “Isn’t that something angels play?” 

Sidney said, “A harp is a stringed instrument played in an orchestra. Remember our school is starting a small student orchestra!” said Sidney. 

“Hmmm. I bet they are hard to find,” said Papa. “And how much do they cost?” 

“Well, if I take lessons from Miss Rose, I can rent a harp for $30 a month.” said Sidney. Sidney always did her research before asking for a gift. Last year she had wanted a clubhouse for the Sassafras tree. She looked up how much it cost for wood and nails and such to build one vs. one already built. The family chose to get the one already built as long as Sidney did all her chores for the month leading up to Christmas. Sidney did and she now has a clubhouse in the Sassafras tree! Sidney is a very wise rabbit and knows how to get her parents interested in her projects. [image: image]

Papa said, “Well honey we will have to talk to Miss Rose about it and this is no promise of anything.”

Sidney said, “There is a small harp called a harpette that Miss Rose also told me about that one could possibly afford to purchase.” Mama and Papa smiled and said, “Ok, we will see...but it really depends...” 

After they finished decorating the house and Christmas tree, Mama said, “It is time for supper!”

The family was now sitting at the dinner table and Mama served the food first. “Now, that you are all seated at this meal. Let’s pray.” Papa led them in prayer.

Mama then said, “I have a family announcement. Well, I am pregnant!” 

Sidney said, “Wow!”
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Mama went on to say, “Our family doctor says I am having quadruplets – that means four new baby bunnies are joining our family in the spring. And he wants me to stay off my feet as much as possible. So, we are hiring Miss Rose to actually help us in the household chores for a few months. She also does this kind of work part-time.” 

Sidney said, “Hurray. I love Miss Rose!”

Mama said, “Please be a little quieter. I tend to get more headaches being pregnant and nausea.” Sidney quieted down. 

After the meal and clean up, Mama said to Sidney, “If you work hard to help Miss Rose and household chores, we will work hard to see about making your wish come true.” Sidney smiled. 

––––––––
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Sidney went to sleep dreaming about harps.....

Mama Harp spoke to baby harpette: 

“Now listen to me, you are now big enough to go to a new home this Christmas.” 

Baby harpette: “But I am scared to go.”

Mama Harp, “Do not be afraid or worry. I’ll find you a new home with someone who will watch over you every day.”

Baby harpette: “Where will you be? Will you still be nearby?” 

“I will remain nearby, and you will see me on occasion.”

Baby harpette started to cry.

Mama Harp, “Do not cry. You will have a wonderful new friend. She will be delighted to have you. I foresee a rabbit creature taking you home. Now, we must hurry and take our places in the harp store.”

Sidney then saw in her dream rows and rows of harps all lined up...She saw people coming in and buying the harps. Then Sidney saw herself in the store picking out the “baby harpette” and she whispered to it, “Baby Delight you are all mine now....”​[iv]
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Sidney kept dreaming about playing her baby harpette. Then she heard her name, “Sidney, Sidney.”

All of a sudden Sidney woke up! “Oh, drat, that was just a dream.”

“Sidney you will be late for school,” said Mama Rabbit. 

The rabbits went to St. Philomena’s school in Rabbitvale. They also went to St. Philomena’s Church as well. 

Sidney yelled, “I am getting up. I can’t wait to tell my friend Stella about my dream.” Sidney had some friends at St. Philomena’s school. 

“Sara, wake up,” said Mama Rabbit. Then she left the girls room to go make breakfast. 

Sidney said to Sara, “guess what I dreamt about?”

Sara said, “I don’t know. Tell me.” 

Sidney said, “I dreamt about harps last night and me picking one out. It was so cute.” 

Sara (Sidney’s sister) rolled her eyes and said, “I would rather play a flute in the orchestra – mama said I could probably get into it.”

Sidney said, “What?! I was born first. I should be in it.” 

Sara said, “Well, Mama told me that you have to do all your chores and such since a harpette cost more. I can get a secondhand flute.” 

Sidney sighed, “I already know that. OK. Well, maybe you can help me with the chores.” Sidney put on her school uniform and headed downstairs for breakfast.

The rest of the day went quickly. Sidney told her best friend Stella all about her dream and hopes. Stella said, “Wow, that would be cool if you did get a harpette. I just want a new doll for my Christmas gift.” Stella liked all kinds of dolls. Sidney said, “Which one this time?” Stella said, “It is the ‘Baby Alive’ doll where she drinks something, and she actually pees.” Sidney said, “Gross!” Stella just laughed. 

The rest of the week went by fast. The bunnies kept busy doing chores. Miss Rose had started to come over every other day to help Mama Rabbit with chores and such. 

Mama Rabbit had not actually had a chance to talk to Miss Rabbit about what Sidney wanted for Christmas. So, she called her up on the phone (since she was not at their house). Sidney overheard part of the phone conversation as she was cleaning nearby the phone area.

Mama Rabbit, “I would like to speak to Miss Rose.” 

“Yes, Miss Rose...”

“My child Sidney has shown interest in learning the harp, but we wanted to see what you thought of this first.” 

Sidney couldn’t hear what Miss Rose was saying on the other end of the phone...

“I see.” Mama Rabbit said.

“Yes, we can discuss this when you come over tomorrow.” 
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She hung up the phone. Sidney was nearby in the kitchen and quickly dried some dishes.

Mama Rabbit entered. “Are you home early? Where’s Sara?” 

Sidney said, “My teacher Miss Farris let us out early to work on our science projects. The school bus dropped off the early let out students. Sara had to stay to work on an essay. She should be in the second bus drop off.” 

Mama worried, “Did Sara get into trouble today?” Sara was usually the angel child. 

Sidney said, “Well, I think you better ask her – maybe she did. I was in my science class while she was in another class.” 

Mama rabbit sighed. She waited for Sara to get home. 

Later when Sara arrived from the second
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