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What is Jupiter and what does it represent in astrology?
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In astrology, Jupiter is known as the great benefactor, the planet of expansion, wisdom, and abundance. It is the largest in the solar system, and that grandeur is symbolically reflected in everything it touches: wherever Jupiter passes, everything is amplified. It invites us to look beyond the immediate, to dream big, to grow, to trust and to search for meaning.

Jupiter represents the search for deep knowledge, not the technical knowledge of Mercury, but existential wisdom: why we are here, what our purpose is, what moves us to have faith. It is the planet linked to philosophy, religion, long trips, universities, spiritual growth, and great life opportunities. It also governs justice, ethics, and generosity: it is associated with values that connect us with something higher, with a broader vision of existence.

In the human body, Jupiter is related to the liver, the upper digestive system, and the processes of assimilation—of nutrients, but also of ideas. In the natal chart, Jupiter shows where a person has natural luck, but also where they should expand, learn, and trust. Their position by sign and house indicates how a person searches for meaning in life, how they feel guided by their beliefs or ideals, and what their attitude is toward faith, risk, and adventure.

When Jupiter transits through a sign, it illuminates and enlarges the qualities of that sign. It also points to an area of collective life where there will be great movements, ideological expansion, or the search for new truths. Their transit through Cancer, for example, brings an expansion of the emotional world, a greater connection with home, family, roots, and nurturing ties.

Jupiter is the planet that reminds us that life has meaning, that faith moves mountains, and that when the heart expands, the universe also expands in our favor.
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Jupiter: The Father of Gods and the Voice of Thunder
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In Roman mythology, Jupiter is the most powerful god in the pantheon, the absolute ruler of heaven and earth, known as "Iuppiter" Optimus Maximus: the best and the greatest. His figure is inherited directly from his Greek counterpart, Zeus, but with an even more political and state nuance. While Zeus moves in family, romantic and heroic myths, Jupiter is the protector of the empire, the guarantor of cosmic order and the symbol of legitimate authority.

The son of Saturn (Cronus) and (Rhea), Jupiter was born in a dark age, when his father devoured his children for fear of being overthrown. However, Rhea managed to save him, hiding him in a cave and delivering a stone wrapped in swaddling clothes to Saturn. Raised in secret, Jupiter grew with the force of destiny within him. When he reached maturity, he forced his father to vomit up his siblings—Neptune, Pluto, Juno, Ceres, and Vesta—and led a revolution that dethroned the old titanic order.

With this victory, the era of the Olympian gods began. Jupiter divided the universe with his brothers: the sky for himself, the sea for Neptune, and the underworld for Pluto, leaving the earth and Olympus under his supreme district. Since then, Jupiter has been the symbol of celestial order, of the ray that illuminates and punishes, of the power that protects, but also imposes.

Although he is recognized as just wise, and protective, Jupiter is not free of passion. Their stories are full of love and metamorphosis, of divine and human children, of disguised escapades to seduce nymphs, queens, and mortals. He transforms himself into a golden shower, a swan, a bull, all to fulfill his desire. This facet shows you as an uncontrollable force of creation and fertility: a divine energy that cannot be contained, only channeled.

On the symbolic plane, Jupiter represents the higher law, the expansion of consciousness, the favor of the gods and the sense of destiny. He not only rules the gods, but also oaths, covenants, just victories, and divine promises. In Rome, his cult was linked to the power of the state: the Capitol was consecrated to him, and emperors turned to him as a source of legitimacy and prosperity.

In astrology, all this mythical history translates into wisdom, protection, abundance, and expansion. Jupiter is the lightning bolt that opens the heavens, but also the one that can destroy if order is not respected. He is the teacher, the judge, the traveler, the philosopher, and the spiritual king. Just as he was raised in secret and then overthrew the tyrannical father, Jupiter represents in our lives the inner force that drives us to free ourselves from outdated structures and to trust in something greater than ourselves.

Where Jupiter reigns, there is light, justice, and direction. But like every god, he demands balance: his energy must be used with purpose, and not with arrogance. Because while he is the wisest, he is also the most prone to excesses. The myth reminds us that even the brightest thunder needs to know when to fall.
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Cancer: The Sanctuary of the Soul
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Cancer is the fourth sign of the zodiac and the first sign of the water element. Its energy marks a profound change within the zodiacal cycle: while Aries, Taurus and Gemini represent the affirmation of the self in the external world, Cancer introduces the internal, emotional, and ancestral dimension. It is the sign of home, of the root, of the energetic womb that contains us and to which – consciously or unconsciously – we always want to return.

Ruled by the Moon, Cancer is connected to the inner tides of the soul, to the memories that are not spoken, but felt, to the emotions that are inherited through generations and that are part of the psychic landscape from before birth. It is a sign that feels first and reason later, that protects what it loves with almost animal strength, which builds shelters where others only see walls.

Cancer's symbol is the crab, a creature that advances sideways, which hides in its shell when it senses danger, but which also has firm pincers to hold the essentials. This image is deeply significant: it reminds us that emotional security is not always direct or linear, that many times the most genuine growth involves detours, setbacks, and extreme sensitivity.

Astrologically, Cancer rules the home, family, motherhood, origin, childhood, maternal lineage, and emotional memory. It is the sign that guards old photos, family rituals, and inherited recipes. Where we have Cancer in the natal chart, we also have an area of deep vulnerability, but also of affective strength and spiritual connection.

When a planet transits through this sign, it invites us to return to the essentials, to review our internal bases, to heal the cracks of the past and to redefine what "home" means to us. In this sense, the transit of Jupiter through Cancer not only expands emotions, but also amplifies the need to belong, to care and be cared for, to find a place to put down roots.

Cancer is also the sign of emotional lineage. It connects us with the untold family history, with the grandmother she raised in silence, with inherited patterns, with fears learned in childhood. But it also connects us to the ability to nurture—whether it's children, projects, or bonds—and to create a safe emotional space for both others and one.

In its highest vibration, Cancer not only protects it heals, contains, embraces, transforms pain into tenderness and the everyday into sacred. It teaches us that it doesn't take a great feat to transcend, but to learn to honor the intimate, the small, and the true. It is the sign that whispers: "the world may be violent, but here you are safe".

And when Jupiter passes through this sign, that voice becomes louder: it tells us that abundance is not only in the external, but in the affective roots, in the unconditional love and in the emotional depth that we are capable of inhabiting and sharing.
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The Mythology of Cancer: The Crab of Silent Courage
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Cancer's mythological history is brief, but profound. His figure comes from the myth of Hercules, the hero who had to overcome twelve labors as penance imposed by the gods. One of the most famous was his fight against the fearsome Lernaean Hydra, a creature with multiple heads that regenerated when cut off. As Hercules battled with fury and intelligence, a small crab emerged from the waters to bite his foot and defend the Hydra.

This seemingly insignificant gesture was a show of loyalty and quiet bravery. The crab had neither the strength nor the size to defeat a demigod, but he still decided to intervene. His gesture was physically useless, but symbolically powerful: he faced the giant knowing that he would not win, simply because he felt it was the right thing to do.

As a reward – or perhaps as a tribute to his dedication – the goddess Hera, Hercules' enemy, placed the crab in the sky, among the stars, giving it its own zodiac sign. Thus the constellation of Cancer was born, reminding us that sometimes the smallest act of love or protection can have an eternal echo.

This myth reveals to us the symbolic essence of the sign: the strength of the one who cares, the courage of the one who protects, even if he trembles, the power of silent sacrifice. Cancer does not shine with weapons or feats, but with intimate gestures and deep loyalties. He is the one who holds without being asked, the one who stays when everyone leaves, the one who keeps the emotional history of his clan in his shell.

The fact that the crab has been an ally of a monster does not make it a villain, but a symbol of complexity: love is not always on the right side, but it is still love. Sometimes, we stand up for what we love, even though we know it's doomed. That is another of Cancer's truths: the pain of loving unconditionally.

In addition, the crab's shell symbolizes the emotional protection that characterizes the sign so much. Cancer needs to feel safe to open. It's vulnerable on the inside, strong on the outside. His armor is not cold, but a survival mechanism. In astrology, this translates into people who are empathetic, sensitive, protective, but also susceptible and withdrawn when they feel hurt.

Cancer is ruled by the Moon, which in mythology is a symbol of feminine, the cyclical and the changing. Just as the Moon waxes and wanes, the Cancerian soul moves by internal tides. Their connection to the emotional world is so intense that it can feel like they live in their own sensory universe. But that sensitivity is also his gift: he feels what others are silent, he intuits what is not said, he remembers what no one else sees.

Thus, the myth of the crab is not a mere secondary anecdote in a hero's epic, but a lesson about anonymous heroes, invisible protectors, and the nobility of care. Cancer reminds us that love doesn't always need recognition, that courage can be silent, and that true strength is in what we do for love, even if no one sees it.
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Brief historical review: when was the last time Jupiter was in Cancer and what happened collectively?
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The last time Jupiter transited the sign of Cancer was between June 25, 2013, and July 16, 2014. This transit is significant not only because of the emotional and familial influence of the sign, but because Cancer is the sign of exaltation of Jupiter, that is, a place where this planet unfolds its potential in an especially powerful and harmonious way.

During that period, collective themes were marked by a return to the intimate, to the emotional, to the sense of belonging and protection. In an increasingly digitized world, societies began to show a need for human reconnection, to rethink bonds, security, and the concept of "home," both in the literal and symbolic sense.
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1. Conflicts over territory and national identity
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One of the most prominent events was Russia's annexation of Crimea in March 2014, an event that revived debates about national identity, sovereignty, territorial belonging, and the historical lineage of a land. The conflict between Russia and Ukraine began to escalate, marking a struggle between ancestral roots and imposed belongings, very much in tune with Cancerian themes.
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