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EPISODE 1

Road Trip
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Episode 3: Road Trip



CHAPTER ONE

Family Vacation


"We have an announcement to make," Dad says as we sit down to the traditional spaghetti Sunday dinner. 

I perk up. An announcement. Dad mentioned to me last night that he had a surprise, and I’ve been anxiously waiting since then. I glance at Mom. Is she finally pregnant? I’m the oldest of four kids, but she’s been trying for another for so many years, we’ve all kind of given up on the idea. 

“What is it?” I ask.

“Hold your horses,” Mom says, extending her hands out to us so we can take them. “After prayer.”

I obediently take my mother’s hand in my own and my sister’s hand with the other. Once everyone’s hands are held, Dad bows his head and says a blessing on the food.

“Amen,” I echo, then lift my head to study my mother. “Well, what is it?” I ignore the bowl of spaghetti that comes my way.

“We’re taking a family vacation later this month.”

“But we have school,” Emily, my sister only two grades below me, says. “How can we go on vacation?”

“Well, we’ll have to pull you out of school. That will be okay, right?” Mom says.

“Yes!” Scott cheers. Even though he’s only six years old, he hates everything school-related.

“Vacation, that’s cool,” I say, finally piling some noodles on my plate. Hopefully Ms. Dawson, my teacher, won’t mind. I add some sauce and cheese to the noodles. Personally, I like vacations in the summer time. I can go to the pool, hang out in the sun. With Thanksgiving just weeks away, I don’t consider this prime time to travel or play. But who am I to complain? “Where are we going?”

“Well, your aunt and uncle in Georgia invited us to have Thanksgiving with them. We thought, since we’re going to be driving that far south, we would just make a trip of it and go to Florida, too. Maybe go to Disney World again.”

I stop with a forkful of food almost in my mouth. Emily coughs on a swallow of water and sputters, “Disney World? I’ve always wanted to go there!”

“Me too!” Scott says.

Even little Annette gets involved, shouting, “Yeah, me too!”

“Well, everyone’s been before except Annette,” Mom reminds us. “You just don’t remember because you were little.”

“I remember,” I say. “I remember lots of it.” But the memories are hazy, foggy, like looking in the mirror after a shower. I can’t be sure what is real and what is my imagination.

“I don’t remember anything,” Emily says.

“Don’t expect it to be anything exciting,” Dad says. “In fact, maybe we should just skip the whole Disney part. Really boring.”

His statement is met with loud cries of dismay, and he grins. “Or not. Then be sure and tell your teachers. We leave in a week.”

“Wait, what about Scaredy?” I say, my eyes widening in alarm as I think about my dog. “We’re not leaving him behind, are we?”

“Relax, honey,” Mom says, patting my hand. “We have a sitter for both dogs and the cat.”

Of course. I nod. I should have known they’d think of that.

#

“Disney World!” Danelle squeals. She hands her milk carton to me, because I always need more milk at lunch. “That’s so awesome! I’ve never been!”

“It’s going to be cold,” Riley says. She primps her short, strawberry-blond hair with the palm of her hand and then picks up a sliver of bell pepper. “You won’t have fun.”
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I wrinkle my nose, both at the smell of the peppers and at Riley’s words. Danelle and Riley are my best friends and have been since I moved to Arkansas earlier this year. But the two girls don’t like each other, so I always feel stuck in the middle, figuratively and sometimes literally. “Those stink.”

Riley leans closer to me and takes a big bite of pepper. “Mmm, yum.”

I pull my head back. Ugh. “How do you know? Have you been to Florida in November?”

“No. I don’t want to, either. Sounds boring.”

“Boring?” Danelle says, arching an eyebrow. Danelle is the complete opposite to Riley’s petite frame. She’s thicker through the shoulders with brown hair. “Who doesn’t want to go to Disney World? Oh, wait, I get it
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