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		Chapter 1
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MORE OF THE
SUPERNATURAL

		Pretend with me for a moment that you need a new refrigerator. You walk into an appliance store one afternoon and quickly spot the one you want—their most expensive model, naturally, with all the bells and whistles. The shelves even slide out automatically when you open the door. This is the real thing, the refrigerator for the twenty-first century.

		You buy it for ten thousand dollars, and they promise to deliver it that very day.

		On your way home, you stop at a food market and buy plenty of groceries. And you've just carried the last bag into the kitchen when the delivery men arrive. They bring your shiny new appliance inside and set it in its place, and you immediately stock it full with all the wonderful food you've purchased. That night you fall asleep thinking of delicious meals to come.

		The next morning, you go eagerly to the kitchen and open your refrigerator s door. But the shelves do not come gliding out automatically; they just sit there. What's worse, melted ice cream in the freezer section has run down and is all over everything. The vegetables are turning color, and you discover that the milk has gone sour.

		It dawns on you that your top-of-the-line refrigerator is not functioning as you were led to believe it would.

		You grab the phone, call the appliance store, and ask to be connected with the salesperson who sold you the merchandise. When he answers, you give him a piece of your evangelical Christian mind.

		“Look,” you say, “I gave you ten thousand dollars, and you sold me a lemon.”

		The salesman is stupefied. “Well,” he says earnestly, “will you please go and open the refrigerator door again and then tell me if the light comes on.”

		You step over and open it. No light.

		“Well, do me a favor,” the salesman continues. “Would you put your ear down at the bottom where the motor is, and tell me if you hear a hum?”

		You bend over and listen. No hum.

		“Now then,” the salesman says, “if you don't mind, would you kindly look around the back of the refrigerator and check to see if the cord is plugged in tight?”

		You go and look behind the refrigerator. The end of the cord is lying there, loose on the floor.

		You get back on the phone. “I checked—and the cord hasn't been plugged in. But for ten thousand dollars, that shouldn't matter. For ten thousand dollars, it ought to work just on general principle!”

		BOUGHT A LEMON?

		That's when the salesman gently clarifies something for you. Appliances, he explains, are intricately designed to have astounding capabilities. They are, however, dependent in nature. While they have all the component parts needed to perform everything the manufacturer designs each appliance to do, they aren't able to accomplish this on their own. They first need to be empowered by the fire that electricity provides. Only then can the parts do what the parts were created to do.

		When you and I gave our lives to Jesus Christ, He gave us new parts. He gave us a new mind, a new heart, a new conscience, and a new disposition. He granted us a whole new nature inside our existing body. It was like new residents moving into an old house.

		But sometimes it looks like this new thing doesn't work. Sometimes it appears that coming to Christ is like buying a lemon—it just doesn't seem to function the way we were led to believe it would.
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		That's why you and I must clearly understand that we're dependent by nature. We were never re-created in Christ to Function on our own. We need power; we need enabling from another source to ignite the proper functioning of the new nature God has provided us.

		In this book we'll see how the Holy Spirit—the third member of the triune God—makes the power and the promises of God experiential in the life of every believer. All that God has said, all that He has promised, all that He has granted and given and graced us with—all of this “works” only when we're fully connected to the one source of enabling, God's Holy Spirit.

		It's my hope that by the time you finish this book, you'll know where the socket is…and that you will in fact be plugged in.

		EXPERIENCING THE SUPERNATURAL

		Now of course in our houses we have a number of appliances besides a refrigerator, and they all do different work; they each have a unique function. But for power, they all depend on the same source, electricity.

		Likewise, you and I are unique in the new identity and giftedness God has designed for each of us as believers, and the same is true for all our brothers and sisters in Christ. In the church we've got toaster Christians, can-opener Christians, dishwasher Christians, and coffeemaker Christians. But we all plug into the same power, the same enabler. And when we do, it means we become what were created to become in our new identity in Christ.

		The Holy Spirit has been given to every Christian and to the corporate family of God to make real in your own spiritual experience everything the Bible says. The job of the Holy Spirit is to lift this truth off the pages of Scripture and write it on your heart—making it alive, making it vivid. And that means leading you into a whole new realm of existence. It means experiencing the supernatural.

		Why then aren't more of us experiencing the supernatural? In our churches and in our families and in our personal lives, why aren't more of us seeing the supernatural invasion of God—more of His wind, more of His fire?

		In the pages ahead we'll look carefully into God's Word and at our lives to answer that question. For now, it's enough to say that if any Christian is defeated or powerless, that Christian is defeated or powerless not because he has to be, but because he is either uninformed or has chosen to be powerless. For the provision and presence of the Holy Spirit is God's unfailing promise, poured out upon us to link us to the very reality of God Himself.

		A CHANGE IN THE POWER EQUATION

		Think intently about that for a moment—about the Holy Spirit as our link to God's reality, His power.

		You know what it's like to be stranded in a parking lot somewhere with a dead battery in your car. You're in trouble, and you seek assistance. When some helpful friend or stranger responds, they park alongside your stranded vehicle. With the hoods opened on both cars, a set of jumper cables is attached to both batteries, linking them. Then the other person starts the ignition in his car.

		What happens next is a transfer of power. Through the cables, power from the living battery is transferred to the dead one. One battery borrows life from another…so that the dead battery becomes as alive as the living battery already is.

		But for all that to happen, there must first be a connection.

		The basic, underlying situation for every human being on earth is that we're in trouble, stranded. We need life inside our dead battery to give us the ability to become all God wants us to become.

		Jesus is our friend who comes to the rescue. And the Holy Spirit is our set of jumper cables; His job is to connect our life with Christ's life, allowing a transfer of His life to ours. And then we experience the secret of life and power— “which is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).

		The Holy Spirit changes the power equation in our lives. He changes the ability equation, because what He provides is supernatural life from Christ himself, equipping and empowering us so completely that we can never again say we lack the ability to do what He calls us to do.

		TO KNOW AND TO TREASURE

		In many ways, the Holy Spirit is like the “lost member” of the Trinity. Some people admit they just don't understand Him. Others profess to know Him well—while revealing their true ignorance by what they say and do.

		And yet the Holy Spirit is actually the person of the Trinity who's most actively with us now. And He's indispensable to your Christian life and mine. If there were no Holy Spirit, there would be no gospel, no faith, no church—no Christianity at all. In fact, our world and our universe would not even exist, for Genesis 1 shows the Spirit of God “hovering” over the original creation.
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		If there were no Holy Spirit, there would be no human life, for God breathed, or spirited, into Adam the breath of life (Genesis 2:7).

		If there were no Holy Spirit, there would have been no virgin birth of Jesus, for Mary became pregnant by the “overshadowing” of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:35).

		If there were no Holy Spirit, there would be no Bible, because those who wrote it “spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

		If there were no Holy Spirit, there would be no victory over Satan, no restraint of sin, no dispensing of grace for salvation, no victory in our trials, no second coming of Jesus Christ, and no participation for us in the coming kingdom of our Lord. To live the Christian life without the Holy Spirits active participation is absolutely impossible. The same goes for being a church that God blesses—without the active, dynamic involvement of the Holy Spirit, it's absolutely impossible.

		The Holy Spirit of God is more vital and essential to our life and faith than most of us have ever imagined…and that's why it's so imperative that we learn more about Him.

		In this book we'll explore the person of the Spirit, His presence with us, and His purpose and His provisions for us. We'll also focus especially on what it means in our lives to be filled with the Spirit—because that's the only way we can consistently experience and enjoy the supernatural.

		I want to help you study closely the promises God makes to us concerning His Spirit so you can know and treasure these truths enough to make a lasting difference in your life.

	
		Chapter 2
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ANOTHER DIMENSION,
ANOTHER REALITY

		There was a woman whose husband died unexpectedly after several happy years of marriage. She couldn't bear the thought of life without John, so she had him embalmed and brought him back home.

		Every morning she propped up John in his familiar easy chair and chatted with him, just as she always had before. “What would you like to do today, dear?” she would ask. She turned on the TV to his favorite programs; she brought out his favorite meals on a tray.

		The time came when she needed to travel to another part of the country to handle some business, and while she was away, she met Bill. She fell in love with Bill, and after a whirlwind romance she married him and brought him back home with her.

		As they walked arm in arm into the house, Bill suddenly stopped cold in his tracks.

		“What's that?” he asked his bride.

		“Oh,” she answered, “that's John, my old husband.”

		For a long, silent moment, Bill looked from one to the other. Then he declared, “Well, honey, you're going to have to make a choice….”

		DEAD WAS DEAD

		That's what it basically comes down to for us as well. Will we choose to devote ourselves entirely to Someone who's alive and can bring us vitality and victory and fruitfulness and freedom? Or will we keep trying to hold on to our old existence—something that's dead and ought to be buried?

		Don't forget what was true of all of us before we came to Christ: “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1, NIV). Though physically alive, we had no ability back then to know or understand or communicate with God.

		We were like the walking dead in those old horror movies. We went about working, eating, marrying, going here, going there—but we were dead. Some of us were good-looking and dead; others were ugly and dead. Some were rich and dead; some poor and dead. Some were quiet and bashful and dead, while others were bold and outspoken and dead. But we were all spiritually lifeless, without any connection to God or any true God-awareness—that was our condition. Our spirits were dead.

		And dead means “dead.”

		I have a mortician friend who told me that as he's doing his work, sometimes the corpse will have muscular contractions. A hand will quiver, a face will twitch, an eye will blink. He calmly recounted how he once saw a corpse jerk so violently that it almost lifted itself off the table and onto the floor. (If I'd been there and seen that, it would have meant two corpses falling to the floor!)

		I asked my friend, “Don't those things disturb you?”

		“Absolutely not.”

		“Why?”

		“Because,” he answered, “dead is dead.”
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		Dead is what we all were, spiritually speaking. But the Holy Spirit is “the Spirit of life” (Romans 8:2); the spirit who gives life (John 6:63). When He saved us, the Spirit immersed
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