
A Story of Consort WateryJade Li

A Time Traveler as A Top Killer in Her Previous Life



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      A STORY OF CONSORT WATERYJADE LI 2

    

    
      First edition. March 13, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Na Su.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8224727629

    

    
    
      Written by Na Su.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Na Su

	    

      
	    
          
	      A Story of Consort WateryJade Li

          
        
          
	          A Story of Consort WateryJade Li 1

          
        
          
	          A Story of Consort WateryJade Li 2

          
        
      

      
    
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Na Su

A Story of Consort WateryJade Li

Chapter 60 Entangled Mysteries

Chapter 61 One After Another

Chapter 62 Packed Gifts

Chapter 63 Lure A Snake Out of Its Den

Chapter 64 Blaming Wrong Person

Chapter 65 It Must Be Him

Chapter 66 A Coral Seven Feet Long

Chapter 67 Within Royal Palace

Chapter 68 An Iron-clad Rule

Chapter 69 The Necklace of An Ordinary Jade

Chapter 70 Zuo Si Hypocritically

Chapter 71 Lowering It Down into Water to Recuperate

Chapter 72 My Plan

Chapter 73 Left Angrily

Chapter 74 The Whole Country Was Just a Game

Chapter 75 Peacock Token

Chapter 76 Price to Pay

Chapter 77 Win-Win Cooperation

Chapter 78 Getting Drunk Together with You

Chapter 79 Profound Jealousy

Chapter 80 Sealed with A Kiss

Chapter 81 Fighting With Each Other

Chapter 82 Whose Arrangement

Chapter 83 Consort TreasuredJade Li

Chapter 84 Escape from Hidden Room

Chapter 85 You Are the Lord

Chapter 86 Rose Essence

Chapter 87 The Origin of Prince Qi

Chapter 88 Consort TreasuredJade

Chapter 89 Toxic Love

Chapter 90 For Love Talk

Chapter 91 Nine Deck Lamps Altars

Chapter 92 What Kind of Crime

Chapter 93 Taking National Examination as A Prince

Chapter 94 Blood of Dragon’s Soul

Chapter 95 Bloody Disaster

Chapter 96 Bloodstained Flower Whisper Pavilion

Chapter 97 Privately Trained Soldiers

Chapter 98 A Bolt from The Blue

Chapter 99 Punishing Traitor

Chapter 100 Interrogating the Spy

Chapter 101 Escape from Death

Chapter 102 A Prince of North Rise

Chapter 103 Deceiving Each Other

Chapter 104 Dislike White Lotus

Chapter 105 A Man Betrayed His Love

Chapter 106 Owns Skills Both of Martial Arts and Literature Talent

Chapter 107 Two Birds with One Stone

Chapter 108 Bewitching Charm

Chapter 109 Pure Dirt

Chapter 110 Hunting Eagles and Dogs

Chapter 112 Burning Wild Dogs

Chapter 113 Intentional Prodding

Chapter 114 Conflicts from Mouths

Chapter 115 Like A Child

Chapter 116 Finding the Man with Skill to Drive Animals Around

Further Reading: Empress Wu Zetian 1

Also By Na Su

About the Author

Book 2  

––––––––
[image: ]


Author Na Su

Translated by Bin Liu & Jirong Liu

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 60 Entangled Mysteries
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Forty-nine days had already passed since WateryJade Li began to pray to the colorful azure stone tower. At 50th day, unexpectedly she ordered the palace of Prince Qi to be decorated with red flags, the flags must be hung up everywhere in the palace, furthermore, she ordered people to beat drums and strike gongs, thus it could be said the palace was filled with flags and the sound of the drum beating and gong striking. She wore a scarlet gown, bowed and prayed to Heaven and Earth while burning incense in the main hall of GreenBamboo Mansion of the palace of Prince Qi. What even more strange was that the colorful azure stone tower began to emanate the brilliance of daylight, when one was looking from faraway, the tower was really a wonderful treasure.

The maidservants and menservants were standing inside and outside of hall, were listening attentively, heard the praying words coming out her thin and red lips clearly, gracefully and loudly.

“Heaven please bless us, mighty dragon roams in sky, for this square continent, the prosperity of Origin of A King;

People for happy and peaceful life, kingdom covers all the earth, for this square continent, the continuation of Origin of A King;

With my pray and chicken soup, dragon takes any amount you want, for the rejuvenation of Origin of A King;

With rain of West Rain, hill of East Hill, fire of North Rise, for the success of Origin of A King!”

As soon as she finished the words, the phosphorus powder in the tower was ignited by the hot air from the bottom of the tower, green light immediately flashed in the tower.

“Origin of A King, show his presence, now, all kowtow!”

DuskMoon shouted, the solemn scarlet gown waved in the gentle breeze, the commander and soldiers of West Rain who guarded her to the palace knelt down to ground to kowtow, they kowtowed devoutly.

In the day the palace of Prince Qi became a hot chatting topic of people in TradePrefecture, all people were guessing the origin of the colorful azure stone tower which was prayed and kowtowed by incompetent and powerless Princess HarmoniousFragrance for many days, what made people even more curious was why the palace of Prince Qi allowed an unmarried princess worshiping the tower in that fashion.

The entangled mysteries and the shocking incident made the whole state of East Hill be filled with curious guessing and continuous wondering.

...

In the night, BrightCloud Mu was reading in his study room, noticed WateryJade Li whom he had not seen for fifty days entering the room with DuskMoon, put down his book, crossed one leg on another, studied her, said with a smile: “Long time no see. You really have made a great change and a new appearance for the palace of This Prince.”

“As you have already authorized me to get rid of secret informants, why you care about what kind of method and skill I have used.”

She said with a smile, it should be taken as a simple explanation for what she had done for many days.

“Then why do you not guard your tower and come to This Prince? Do you want to invite This Prince to have a look about the tower?”

Naturally he could figure out why she came to him as he was a well-known talent since he was very young.

“It has been said that West Rain owns the treasure of Origin of A King as the capital of an ancient empire, I have already prayed and kowtowed for forty nine days, the date I have chosen was the birthday of the ancient Emperor Xuan Yuan(*A legendary figure in Chinese culture), naturally the entangled mysteries might have already become a guide, which might lead to those people who are covetous and greedy just like a snake wants to gulp down an elephant to come to snatch away my treasure, I am sure tonight some thieves will come to visit the hiding place of my tower.”

He picked up his teacup on the table, watched her sitting in a chair and DuskMoon pouring tea to her, thought she did not take herself as an outsider as she took the seat without being invited. Nevertheless, he liked her casualness, it seemed that she did not take him as an outsider in her heart.

“You have finished only half of what you want to say, I think you come here to borrow Shadow Guards of This Prince.”

He did not use a question but an affirmative sentence, he knew there are many informants of WideSky Ling in his place, was not sure whether it was appropriate to root them out completely and whether she could root them out completely? If he sent his Shadow Guards, that meant he had to fight with WideSky Ling openly.

“The colorful azure stone tower, the treasure of Origin of A King from ancient time, so long as WideSky Ling is greedy, all the secret informants will pop out in the palace of Prince Qi, even they might slash and stab one another to get the tower by himself, thus he could get a rank and plenty of wealth from WideSky Ling. Man always is coveting about things which don’t belong to him, particularly he is not supposed to own by his destiny.”

“It seems that Watery are confident about the success of the thing, then what This Prince could do for you?”

He was watching her who was bottoming up her cup, squinted his eyes, waited for her order, or instruction. In fact, he liked her manner that everything was under control as she expected so.

“You only need take twenty your personal guards, wait in your main hall while sipping your tea, after I draw my net, you just openly interrogate those miscreants and punish them accordingly under your bright torches.”

He raised his eyebrows, the corners of his mouth curled up, his face was piled up with smiles, said: “In your heart, you think This Prince only like to watch a show, isn’t it?”

“I hope I am watching the show, unfortunately I am hired by you, I have to walk back and forth, furthermore, I have to labor both my physical strength and mental energy, this is probably the difference between the owner and a laborer. You are the wealthy owner, I am the laborer who could only work for a living, it is simple as that. If you don’t like it, how about switch our positions?”

He stopped sipping his tea, said helplessly: “Do not talk to me in great words, do you want to break down your promise?”

“I always keep my promise, thus I could only endure my hard work without complaining, you have to remember my hard work and great contribution.”

As soon as she finished her words, HoldingLuminory who knew a bit of martial arts entered the room, said: “Prince, mice are wandering around, it’s time for us to draw the net.”

She stood up, looked at BrightCloud Mu, laughed heartily, said: “Prince Qi, you just wait for my good news in the main hall.”

He nodded his head, said: “Then This Prince will wait for your good news. In order to avoid making a big noise, I only have twenty Shadow Guards for you, you just go and prepare to take your necessary action.”

He raised his hand as a signal, Shadow Guards came out at once.

She smiled, said:” Twenty? That’s more than enough.”

He was looking at her who was going out his study, frowned, thought how could this girl be so confident?

...

Heartless Ming was playing his Qin—a seven strings plucked musical instrument in a private room, his hanging hairs were waving in draft, the train of his red gown was spreading all the floor, he coiled his hairs as a simple bun at the top of his head, the jade white hairpin in his hairs was sparkling gently under the candle light.

It seemed his Qin had its own magnificent life, passionate time, and great ardor. It seemed the sound of the instrument had nothing to do with his expressionless face, he was just playing for the sake of playing, or he was just playing a passionate music which he did not like very much as he had nothing to do for the moment.

“Master...”

“Do you get the information?”

“Yes.”

“What for tonight?”

“It seems that Princess HarmoniousFragrance of West Rain has the key to the Origin of A King, it is said that the key is the colorful azure stone tower which shone green luminescence once today.”

“Really? Origin of A King?”

He stopped his plucking, his long eyelashes were winking, under the candle light, the eyelashes looked like the two beautiful wings of a butterfly, even the silhouette on the wall looked like the beautiful picture in one’s dream or fantasy.

“Yes, Origin of A King.”

“It seems that the palace of Prince Qi is setting up a game, who will go there to play and be deceived by the game? Do you know that, TearSnivel?”

“Master, secret agents sent out by me find that WideSky Ling plans to steal the tower tonight.”

“Well, WideSky Ling is actually a fool in first place, I am afraid there will be a shakeup in the royal court of East Hill. Nevertheless, it should be okay for us, the more tumultuous, the better to Dark Sky Tower, isn’t it?”

“Yes, Master, that’s definitely true.”

He stood up, stretched his hand to coil a bit his loose bun, leaned against the window frame in a slanting position, looked at the moon, said with a smile: “Tonight I am afraid there will a good show in the palace of Prince Qi, I like to watch the show very much, it seems that I have to go there to watch the show by myself. I have to go there to watch what Jade Girl is playing, whether the play is good or not, whether the play is splendid or not.”
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Chapter 61 One After Another
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In the night the palace of Prince Qi was very quiet, the quietness liked the one before a huge thunderstorm and made people hard to fall to sleep, which also let people have an oppressing feeling of the incoming thunderstorm.

WateryJade Li was playing an azure stone ball in her hand while sitting in GreenBamboo Mansion, the azure stone tower at her side was emanating sparkling lights in the midnight.

“Princess, I have boiled a soup for you, you just take some.”

She blew a bit, handed to WateryJade Li, but WateryJade Li looked at her with a surprised expression, asked bewilderingly: “DuskMoon, have you just boiled the soup for me? Haven’t you taken the soup?”

She felt warm in her heart at once, said in a low voice: “Princess, how could a servant eat before her master?”

WateryJade Li sighed once, pushed the soup to her, said: “DuskMoon, you are not my servant but my sister. In this world, none is more noble than other, maybe you could not understand my meaning at the moment, nevertheless it really does not matter, so long as I take you as a normal person, that should be fine. You take it, I am not hungry.”

She patted the shoulder of DuskMoon whose eyes were filled with tears due to her excitement at once. DuskMoon thought Princess was really a nice person who cared about her subordinates, no matter what, I would be loyal to Princess, even if it meant my own death, thus I could live up to her favor. 

When DuskMoon was taking the soup, the auricles of the ears of WateryJade Li moved a bit, the corners of her mouth curled upward a bit, were they coming in the end? Did they want to steal or snatch it openly?

She had been waiting for those miscreants to meet their own end.

One bold informant pierced the paper of the windows with his wet finger, noticed she was stilling playing chess in the room with her clothes on. The hostess had not slept yet, what should they do? Could they jump into the room to snatch the tower? That was an open robbery, in case she shouted, the shouting would draw servants and guards of the palace to the place? But...after all many people came here to get the tower, there must be some bold and useless ones to poke the nest of hornet first.

So long as one tried to poke the nest first, then people would rush forward to give a final push to the falling wall, by that time they should take the chance to snatch the tower and leave with it at once. As the batch of the informants were full of scheme and calculation, they just waited near the sides of windows for their chance.

At the moment another batch of people arrived, the batch of people worn brown brocade clothes, their clothes were much better than the ones of the first batch who were just with black ordinary clothes, even their skill of martial arts were much better than that of the first batch, they simply jumped onto the top of the mansion, moved away a piece of tile, looked down into the room, noticed WateryJade Li was still sitting in the room, glanced at one another once, frowned, began to exchange with sign language.

“Isn’t she still awake?”

“Yes, no matter what we have to get the tower, anyway she has to sleep sooner or later, let’s just wait till she falls into sleep.”

“You’re right. No woman dares to stay late, staying late will make her become ugly, old and plump.”

“Then we just wait.”

At the end of their sign language, they just sat on the roof to wait till she fell into sleep.

At the moment, another batch of people came to the scene, they wetted their lips once, then jumped up onto the trees, based on their higher position, they looked down at the mansion and its surroundings. The batch of people had even more weird skill, they could talk with the language of birds sounding like the one from cuckoo and lark. 

“Is she still awake?”

“Elder Brother, there are secret agents under the wing room and on the roof, it seems a lot of people try to snatch the thing like us.”

“They even dare to compete with Old Daddy (*Cursing words meaning one is the father of other people) for the thing, they are just looking for their own death.”

“Elder Brother, what should we do now? By force now or wait?”

“Damn, you are really stupid. Don’t you see the two batches are waiting. Just wait now.”

“Yes, all stay put now.”

Heartless Ming was sitting in a sedan carried by two men, there was a red brocade roof embroidered with golden datura flowers for the sedan, there were hanging vermilion tassels in a ‘S’ shape at the sides. He reclined in the sedan with one his bent leg to lean on and another one stretching forward in an easy fashion. The two bearers of the sedan were standing straightly, steadily and motionlessly at the top of the wall of the palace, as if they were standing on a road.

“TearSnivel, does not Jade Girl live in DeepPond Hall? Why is she staying in GreenBamboo Mansion tonight? Quite interesting.”  

Heartless Ming knew everything about WateryJade Li including the living place and surroundings. In the world, so long as he liked, he would never forget anything after just a glance.

“I am afraid Princess HarmoniousFragrance is setting a trap in the place.”

TearSnivel thought it was strange too, why she chose to stay in GreenBamboo Mansion, didn’t she try to do something weird in the place tonight to play with those miscreants?

“Trap?”

Heartless Ming raised his mouth, knocked the bamboo handle lightly with fingers, watched the secret agents hiding in the trees, narrowed his eyes half due to his smile, said: “TearSnivel, have you smelled something strange?”

“What kind of strange smell?” TearSnivel smelled his body, knew his master always liked cleanness to an extreme extent, was afraid that something of his body emanating odor?

“It seems you don’t know.” Heartless Ming sighed regretfully, said: “Nevertheless she really is Jade Girl, prefers to do something weird. Anyway, I like that.”

The mouth of TearSnivel twitched several times, what did that mean? Did it have anything to do with the strange odor? He could not help but look at the two body guards who looked like two towering gods of door at the sides of the sedan, got only cold faces and overlook of theirs.

Heartless Ming tried to tease him to while away his time, said: “TearSnivel, this place is filled with the strange smell, have you lost your sense of smell?”

He touched his nose, sniffed very hard, raised his head with a confused expression. It seemed he tried to say his smell was quite good with the expression.

Heartless Ming shook his head helplessly, left a word ‘fool’, then cupped his own head into his hands and looked at the direction of GreenBamboo Mansion.

“DuskMoon, I have finished the soup, I’m a bit tired now.”

She stood up, stretched her back, said leisurely: “Let’s go back to DeepPond Hall.”

“Princess, what should we do about this colorful azure stone tower?”

DuskMoon scratched her head, asked foolishly.

“This tower? Just leave it here, anyway we have guards around GreenBamboo Mansion.” She sighed lightly, talked to herself helplessly: “How could I find the information from this tower? Why my father told me this tower had something to do with some treasures before he died? How about we break this tower to check what is inside?”

DuskMoon immediately stood in front of the tower to protect it, said: “Princess, this is the only thing left from your Li’s family, this is the essential root of your family practicing pray, witch and medicine for generations, how could you break it?”

She pouted her mouth, the more DuskMoon said, the more unwillingly she could give up, said: “I don’t care, I have to check what is inside. I have already prayed for fifty days, even a chick would have been hatched out, why does it not show the information to me?”

While talking, she caught the tower into her hand, wanted to have a good check, but before she could have a good check, the tower was thrown out in an arc from her hand, it was strange that the tower was flying out of the window of the mansion directly in direction to the pond at the backyard.

She covered her mouth, said: “Isn’t the toilet located at the place? If the treasure is contaminated with filthy thing, the spirit of the tower might be broken.”

As soon as she had finished her words, all those people hiding around the windows, at the roof and in the tree rushed toward to the direction of toilet.

She casted a glance at one guard of Dark Shadow, he carried DuskMoon on his shoulder, rushed to opposite direction of the toilet at once.

When they reached a safe place, he took out a match, lighted a blasting fuse nearby, the fuse at once moved toward GreenBamboo Mansion and the toilet at the backyard, with a time of three finger snapping, a blowing sound was coming out of the backyard, more than thirty of them were blown up into the cesspool.

She covered her mouth and nose, looked at the direction of blowup, said to herself in her heart: “Do you want to fawn on WideSky Ling? You have to think whether or not you have that kind of luck!”
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Chapter 62 Packed Gifts
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WateryJade Li looked at the direction of GreenBamboo Mansion direction, corpses were spread around the area and into the pond with the feces, all the area was filled with stinky air.

She frowned, said: “Did I blow up the toilet carelessly too?”

HoldingLuminary said: “I think so, Consort.”

Her mouth twitched once, well, as it had already been blown up, anyway, it should be okay as she needed not to tidy the place up by herself.

She raised her head, noticed Heartless Ming was sitting in a bamboo sedan with a scarlet gown while supporting his head in his hand with a seemly smile at the corners of his mouth as if he had wanted to challenge her or he could see her through.

She squinted her eyes, thought when had he arrived? How did not the guards notice his arrival at all? How could his carriers stand at the top of the wall in such an open fashion? 

If Dark Shadow of the palace committed the crime of negligence, then that would be a hidden problem and needed to be remedied at once; if he and his subordinates subdued the guards beforehand, then she had to take special precautionary measures to this man in future.

A vigilant expression showed up in her eyes, her body turned a bit aside, he noticed her reaction, did not get angry, smiled lightly, his handsome face looked like blooming peach flower in bright spring day.

He pointed at her once, shook his head helplessly, said: “Jade Girl, you are quite naughty, as so many people and cesspool are blown up in the palace of Prince Qi, I am afraid that the palace will become stinky for at least one month. Only you did a quite a good job as it was a nice method to root them out once for all.”

He sat up, threw a jade token precisely to her hand, said with a smile: “If you need any help, just come to Dark Sky Tower. I am sure you will come to Dark Sky Tower to see me in near future. Let’s leave now.”

Under the watch of all of the people, the two carriers of the sedan flew down the top of the wall, he vanished in a flash. If she did not have the jade token, she might think it was just her fantasy.

She frowned at the token in her hand, noticed there was an engraved peacock looking like a real one, there was a glossy ganoderma in its beak, it seemed that the figure did not have any special meaning.

HoldingLuminary looked at the token with his widely opened eyes, said: “Master, this is the peacock token of Dark Sky Tower.”

“What’s for?”

She was quite curious, what could the token be used for? How could he know it so well?

“All people in East Hill know so long as one has the token, no matter what kind of wish the holder has, Dark Sky Tower will fulfill his wish. Nevertheless, the holder has to pay certain price. But even if someone wants to pay the price, Dark Sky Tower might not give the token to him. Miss, you are quite lucky to have such a kind of token.”

He was really happy for her, but she did not feel a bit happy. Peacock token? That guy might want to smear her, let her defile herself. The token just acted like a hot potato in one’s hand, he forced the token into her hand under the watch of more than twenty people of the palace, he was really a sinister man with a hidden evil intention, his action was really insidious!

She put the token in the pocket within her sleeve, then noticed BrightCloud Mu coming to the place with thirty to forty guards, as soon as he entered the door of GreenBamboo Mansion, he knitted his eyebrows tightly, it was quite obvious that he smelled the stinky air.

“WateryJade Li, what have you done? Do you want to take the whole place down?”

“I only caught more than thirty fat mice and let them face the justice. I think they might have something on their bodies, which might be related to the powerful man who sent them to here tonight, which might be used as a piece of evidence to send them back to their master, how about you go there to fish them out of the water, thus you could send a big gift to the one who always wants to snoop around your palace. You could pack them together to give them as a real and face slapping gift.” 

Naturally he understood her meaning, said: “ExtraordinaryRight Mu, you call the menservants of the front yards together to get the corpses out of the water, furthermore, you have to check the things with the corpses. I will supervise by myself. You go now.”

ExtraordinaryRight Mu nodded to a manservant, then left with the manservant hurriedly. 

“BrightCloud Mu, I think the guards who are guarding your palace are not good, including those Dark Shadows.”

She embraced herself, said with a despising expression, which made him feel uncomfortable.

“What’s wrong?”

“The guards should station everywhere in the palace for every ten to twenty steps, someone must be on duty twenty-four hours a day to guard the palace. How did they not notice the owner of Dark Sky Tower and his servants came to my GreenBamboo Mansion? The guards of Dark Shadow should hide in dark place to guard the palace as another defense line, even if the apparent guards could not notice them, how could the hidden guards of Dark Shadow who are always ready to shoot not notice them? Does it not mean they are not good too?”

She continued: “Does not it mean that not only there are many informants in the palace but also the apparent guards and the hidden guards commit a crime of negligence? Could not it take as a dereliction of your duty? Or could it be taken as a mistake of yours? You usually only pay a high attention to your guards of Dark Shadow to train them and let them be your vanguard and an elite force to give counterattacks to other people and protect your life, thus do you forget there are many women and other people living in your palace too? I’m really worrying about you for acting in such careless way without balancing your strength for both outside and inside.” 

Her words made him fall into deep thinking, maybe he should think about such a kind of thing.

“You go to fish them out. As I have worked for a long time, I would have some rest. DuskMoon, let’s go.”

He sat in a high back chair with his knitted eyebrows and cold expression, looked at ExtraordinaryRight Mu who was guiding people to get the corpses out of the water and search the corpses. In fact, he was thinking how could the apparent guards and the guards of Dark Shadow let so many confidants and spies enter the palace so easily, wasn’t it his mistake or the area he should think and enforce thoroughly? That was so called in order to defend oneself against external enemies, one had to secure his internal defense line first, in order to secure his internal defense line, he had to use some ironclad method.

“Prince... we found it...”

ExtraordinaryRight Mu handed the wooden token which had been cleaned to him.

The token was painted with characters of “Same Height as Sky” printed on it, the token was diamond in shape. Of course, the token could be taken as a token of WideSky Ling, but of course he could deny that as he was framed up by somebody.

He surveyed the token carefully with his darkening and depressing eyes, said extremely slowly: “Does everyone have one? “

“Prince, everyone has one.”

“Well, besides the token, do they have anything else with them? Such as birthmark or Tiger-Claw-Like mark at their knees?” he asked in a low voice, certainly he tried to confirm something.

“This...”

“What? Is it difficult to answer the question?”

“No, Prince. A part of meat around their knees were cut out, thus there is no mark left there,” he said very awkwardly.

“Really? Around knees? Fresh wound or newly wounded or old scar?”

“Fresh scar.”

“Very good. Clean the corpses, pack and send them to the mansion of Prime Minister Ling as a great gift.”

He grasped the token tightly in his hand, did not even cast a glance at ExtraordinaryRight Mu, turned and left. Only ExtraordinaryRight Mu was left at the place.
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Chapter 63 Lure A Snake Out of Its Den
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When WateryJade Li woke up, she first stretched her hand to prevent bright sunlight entering her eyes, asked in a low and muffled voice: “DuskMoon, what time is it now?” 

“Princess, seven o’clock.”

DuskMoon put a towel into water first, then wrung water out of the towel and handed the towel to her.

“Seven o’clock? Have they finished fishing the corpses out of the water yet?” she asked while rubbing her face with the towel.

“Not yet.” DuskMoon said with a frown.

“It is strange how could the stinky smell disappear now as it had a very strong smell last night?” She asked DuskMoon bewilderingly while looking at her: “Do they spread something to suppress the stinky smell?”

“Princess, after you blew up the toilet, the contents of the toilet were rushed down into the lake, as the lake is not a small one, so the contents are diluted out, thus the smell is reduced to some extent. But the corpses were also rushed into the lake, thus it is very difficult to fish all them out,” DuskMoon explained.

“Do you know where they have put the corpses?”

“They are put into the peach garden as there are a lot of peach woods in the garden, which could suppress ghosts.”

She smiled lightly, frowned noncommittally, uttered no sound, left the room, walked toward the peach garden quickly.

There were more than twenty corpses in the garden, there was still some surprised expression left on their faces, maybe they did not expect that they would be blown up in their action.

The corners of her mouth twitched once, she noticed HoldingLuminary coming forward, he said: “Consort...”

“Well, HoldingLuminary, you got up very early today, how could you be here?”

“I think these corpses must have some clues which might let us know who wants to get the azure stone tower, therefore, I come here to have a look.”

“Then have you found anything?”

“Nothing special, but I find one suspicious point.”

“What is the point?”

“They all use their sword with left hand,” he said with a frown as if he could not figure out the reason.

“Left hand?”

She frowned, how could there be an organization which just wants to enlist killers who are left-handers?

She went the side of the corpses, looked at them carefully, except the meat was cut away from the back of left knee, there were no other marks on the bodies, did they belong to Dark Sky Tower? Did Heartless Ming come to the scene just for fun only? Didn’t WideSky Ling do the thing but someone did it with his hobby as a pretext to get rid of him by the thing? The thing became more and more puzzling and intriguing.

She had an illusion that she was playing a popular game ‘Who is the killer?”, for that kind of game, the player was tested for not only his judging, observing and identifying abilities but also the lying ability of the killer.

No matter how meticulously the game was designed, so long as one spent time to play, think and play, one definitely could find the slip in the end. Then what was the slip? Whether the slip could be found out or not, that depended upon the ability of the player.

She wetted the corners of her mouth, stared at the hips of the corpses, squinted her eyes, thought as the ancient people liked to carry their sword around, thus the sword would always rub with the hip. If the person was a real left-hander and spy, then there must be some callus on his right hip, if the person was a killer, then there must be some callus on his left heel.

She touched the right hip and left heel of each of the corpses carefully, frowned, thought it was strange as the ones with right hip callus were people with resplendent clothes, and remaining ones were with left heel callus. Did they belong to two different groups?

She checked the hands of the corpses, for those with callus in their left heel, there was no callus at the side of their little finger but of their thumbs. It seemed that someone intentionally chose those people to mix the thing up, why did the mastermind want to do in that way? He wanted to tell BrightCloud Mu that those people were killers, or those people were not killers, or he just took them as whatever he wanted to?

While she was thinking, BrightCloud Mu came forward hurriedly, looked up and down at her, frowned, asked: “Aren’t you afraid that the male corpses might bring some bad luck to you?”

In fact, he wanted to tell her that she had already been belonged to him, thus she should not touch the men in that way whether they were alive or dead, she should never touch them, nor should she come close to them, which would make him feel uncomfortable, but he was a proud man, thus he could not tell those words to her, could only speak in another way.

“BrightCloud Mu, do the killer in East Hill use a dagger or a sword to kill?”

“Of course, a dagger,” he blurted out.

“Do they have a long dagger?”

“No.”

It seemed that he realized something was hiding in her question, was stupefied for a moment, looked at her, asked: “Why do you ask such a kind of question suddenly?”

“If there is a callus on his left heel, then he must be a killer who use his dagger a lot, thus the callus must be left on the side of the little finger due to his year-round practice, what pitiful is that the ones with callus on their left heel don’t have callus on the side of the little finger but of the thumb. Then what kind of people will have callus on the side of the thumb? Of course, people use sword or broad sword, because either of them will be slashed horizontally but not pierced longitudinally, thus they will have thick callus at the side of their thumb and forefinger. BrightCloud Mu, you just tell me why the people who use sword don’t have callus on their hips which should be left by their swords and the people who use dagger don’t have callus on the side of their little fingers?”

She raised her head, looked at him, grinned, said: “To me, it seems that someone wants to make you think in another direction or mix the thing up for you, thus he will get a fish from a muddy water and let himself benefit in the process. The water is much deeper than what I thought in the palace of Prince Qi, I think these people might belong to different groups.

She pointed the corpses with black, brown and blue clothes, said slowly: “As they wore clothes with different colors, they must come from different groups, though I don’t know whom they were serving, I am sure they must have their own mastermind for each group. It seems to me that the people with blue brocade clothes were superior in their skills.”

She went close to him, smiled lightly, there was an irony in her smile, which made him feel uncomfortable, she said: “BrightCloud Mu, BrightCloud Mu, what kind of treasure does your palace have, I just used the colorful azure stone tower as a lure, the lure has already drawn different groups coming to your palace, it seems that you are not only licking the blood on a knife but also sitting on a crater of an erupting volcano.”

“Then, are you afraid or not?”

His insightful expression was hiding a cold air, maybe even he did not sense about that, when she said he was sitting on a crater of an active volcano, maybe he already felt a bit dispirited and disappointed about her words.

“Afraid? I have already embarked on your ship, we are strung together in one string as grasshoppers, thus no matter what I could not escape, except I fight together with you, I have no other way out. Anyway, I am alone, I have nothing to lose, thus what I am afraid for?” 

Her words that I had nothing to lose pierced into his heart, the words that we were in same ship to fight together reignited his hope, he was obviously moved, put his hand on her shoulder, for no reason, blurted out the words which might come out of his mouth subconsciously and stunned himself

“You don’t have nothing as you have me.”

WateryJade Li was stunned by the words, so did BrightCloud Mu.

He wetted his lips, his face showed up an uneasy expression upon his reddish face, he said: “No matter where these people came from, as they were gifts sent to us, we have to send them back to the mansion of Prime Minister Ling as we have to make a best bargain of it, let WideSky Ling find a breakthrough for us, thus so long as we dare to wait behind his back, we just follow the lead he finds, we will definitely find the mastermind while sparing our own efforts, right?”

She knew he wanted to diverge the topic of the conversation to save them from the awkward situation as she felt embarrassed about the words ‘you have me’ too, thus as he did not want to embarrass themselves, she was glad to cooperate with him.

“Well, as he dares to ignore you as a prince of Royal Family, let him embarrass himself in front of the people of East Hill, taste the astringent fruit harvested from the bad seed he planted.”

“This Prince also want to know how the arrogant WideSky Ling will give me an answer. Anyway, it is a nice opportunity to lure a snake out of its den, just let him be a cheap bait to get the precious fish out of the water, let This Prince get to know who is the man behind the incident, why the man wants to find trouble with me!”
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In the day it became a quite bustling place for the mansion of Prime Minister Ling, why? Because Prince Qi came to the front of the mansion with nine carriages, there were four corpses for each carriage, the carriages were lined in a manner of sudoku neatly in front of the mansion, one part of every corpse was exposed to let people look, the part was the back of the left knee, a part of the back was cut out, there was a scar left in the place, based on scar, the part was cut out about one month ago, and there was a diamond shape wooden label tied around the area, the characters of “Same Height as Sky” were engraved on the label.

WideSky Ling came out of the mansion with a livid face, noticed BrightCloud Mu sitting straightly in a chair with high back, the chair was facing directly at the gate of the mansion in the north side.

Though BrightCloud Mu was sipping his tea, ordinary people behind his back were exchanging their whispers with a despising expression on their faces, which make WideSky Ling even more angry.

“Prince Qi, why do you come to my mansion in such fashion? What do you want to get out of the thing?”

Obviously, he was infuriated by what he saw. To him, it seemed that the thing would greatly defile his prestige, or someone wanted to frame him up, he definitely could not tolerate that kind of thing.

“Well, Prime Minister Ling, don’t you know the thing? Last night when my fiancée Princess HarmoniousFragrance was praying for the colorful azure stone tower, thirty-six spies sneaked into my palace, they wanted to snatch the tower in the night, unexpectedly there was an open fight among themselves in my palace, they even dared to use fire powder. The courtyard and the colorful toilet at the side were blown up and down to ground, even the pavilion in the lake which I am proud of most was damaged in the process.”

He put down his tea cup, did not stand up, said with an expression of melancholy and helplessness: “Though one should go to his debtor to claim the debt, This Prince should ask the thirty-six persons to claim my debt, but they were dead already, This Prince cannot go after them, thus This Prince could only try to find some clues on their bodies, follow the clues, come to your mansion, and talk with you about the matter.”

“What do you want to talk with This Prime Minister?” WideSky Ling was standing against sun, thus the light shone directly into his eyes, which made him squint his eyes and feel fretful.

“Diamond wooden label with characters ‘Same Height as Sky’, Prime Minister Ling, does not the label insinuate that you are somehow involved in the thing?”

As soon as he finished his words, WideSky Ling said in an angry voice: “Prince Qi, though you are a member of Royal Family of East Hill, you could not talk in such fashion without any solid evidence to judge what is right or wrong! As you don’t have any solid evidence, how could you just based on the label declare my guilt! Prince Qi, it is unfortunate for our country if you act in such rash and arbitrary fashion.”

“My goodness, Prime Minister Ling, This Prince only want to ask you whether the label is implying at you, I never said that you did the thing, I never pointed my finger at you about the thing, don’t you hide something from This Prince? Therefore, with just one spark, the flame is ignited in your heart.” Though he was smiling while saying the words, it seemed the words immersed with poisons, the poisons could make WideSky Ling get infuriated at once, the poisons could reach deep down into his marrow. 

WideSky Ling squinted his eyes, looked at him, thought how could this idle prince act in such fashion, who had given him such a courage? How dare he come to the front of my mansion to challenge me openly after he just had a visit to the border near West Rain? Though he was the God of War in East Hill, he was just a puppet to him.

No matter who gave the courage to him, no matter why he wanted to act in such an arrogant way, he was not allowed acting in such unscrupulous fashion, particularly in front of his mansion! In East Hill, only his words counted.

“Well, well, well... People often say if one sends a clock as a gift to someone, the one wishes the receiver to die, you are sending corpses as a gift, don’t you curse my father? In this world, none would treat the sender of such a kind of gift with a smile, right? Less alone about good temper, our mansion is filled with good and bright fortunes as a flower is blooming under bright and warm sunshine, how could you Bright come and sit in the front of the mansion which brings coldness of winter to the mansion? It is easy to find a stick to beat a dog, isn’t it? Do you really want to find faults with the mansion of Prime Minister Ling?”

SnowyClothes Ling came forward slowly, said in a gentle voice. She walked as if a lotus flower were waving in gentle breeze. She always acted in such graceful, wise, calm and self-restrained fashion, it seemed that to her nothing was extraordinary, many things could be settled by her graceful words.

“Really? This Prince just want to ask whether the wooden label is implying at the mansion of Prime Minister Ling, how could Miss Ling think I want to find troubles with the mansion? What’s the reason for you to say in that fashion? Doesn’t it mean that you can talk anything you want to whether the thing is good or not, This Prince are not allowed finding the truth behind an incident in the territory of East Hill? Does it mean This Prince as a descendant of Royal Family could only act as a useless decoration and could not do anything real?”

He first spoke out the words which he had kept in his heart for a long time, which made him feel pretty good and a bit cool and comfortable in the afternoon of midsummer.

“Well, my goodness, Bright, how could you debase yourself in front of the people of the capital in such fashion, don’t you extremely hate my father? I heard that for someone who holds deep hatred he would abandon himself to emotions, for the one who abandons oneself to emotions, he would fabricate something he chooses to believe to judge a thing. Bright, it is not serious for the misjudgment to yourself, but it is not appropriate for you to take the people coming to crusade the mansion.” 

Upon hearing her words, for an inarticulate person, he might only be able to stare at her with his crimson face, could not retort with a single word, but BrightCloud Mu was a person good at calculation, finding a weak spot, waiting for his chance to counterattack, and skillful in giving one lethal attack.

At the moment, he picked up his tea cup, sipped the tea slowly and easily while blowing the tea, when he was half a way through his tea, he sighed, said: “It seems that I, BrightCloud Mu, could not sip my tea any longer. As Prince Qi of East Hill, I could not help to safeguard and administer the nation, I just want to ask a minister of the country whether he did the thing or not, but I am described as a person who only know to talk rabid words without knowing anything else by the father and daughter. Well, my goodness, under the sky, maybe only in East Hill, a prince could not act as a prince, a minister could not act as a minister as if they were just playing a farce, right?” 

He stood up, touched his resplendent brocade gown a bit, shook his head, looked at the people standing behind his back, said sadly: “It seems that I have to ask permission from the king that I should be banished out of the country as soon as possible, thus I could not act unscrupulously and talk rabidly to ask whether something is wrong in the territory of East Hill. As a matter of fact, in this world, there is no right or wrong, there is no place for me to probe around. This Prince should be a dumb, without any power, I might be driven around like a fly, loathed for putting my finger in others’ pie, and reprimanded for taking care of thing which is related to myself. Well... it seems that This Prince should empty my position to someone else.”

While shaking his head, he climbed into his carriage, left the place despondently.

SnowyClothes Ling sensed the anger which could not be let out from the people standing around and his father, winked her eyes once, thought Bright, do you really want to have a fight with Prime Minister Ling for a life or death?
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After BrightCloud Mu left angrily, people began to talk about the detail of the angry leaving of Prince Qi, which made people understand how WideSky Ling defied the royal authority and acted arrogantly, and those powerful ministers in Royal Court began to reprimand WideSky Ling among themselves.

From the day on, WideSky Ling felt fretful as he was implicated in something which was wrong, and huge pressure from popular opinion. It was really true that people’s words could melt a metal, only one spit from each person would drive one crazy. He became a focus of people, no matter how small his action might be, his action would be enlarged to an unlimited extent, he could not do anything about that except he endured it, forced himself to keep his own calmness and ignore the thing whether he saw or heard about it.

He could not understand who sent another batch to fight against himself for the tower, even more why the batch died together with his batch at the same time in GreenBamboo Mansion of the palace of Prince Qi, what did happen really? Who did want to put him under limelight? Who was the man really?

Was it a fight from AboveCloud Mu who was just a puppet of his? Was he the mean guy BrightCloud Mu? Was it from an action of Royal Family of North Rise? Was it a stratagem of sowing discordance from West Rain? Which one was true?

“Father... you might face challenge in Royal Court today, maybe a lot of ministers want to laugh at you, you have to calm down, you should not fall into the trap they set for you,” SnowyClothes Ling said gracefully with her forever gentle smile.

“SnowyClothes, what do you think about the play BrightCloud Mu acted for in the day? What does he really want from the play?” he asked while looking at her, wanted to seek her opinion about the thing.

“What does he want from the play? He just wants to let someone off first and catches the one later. I don’t think he acted in that way, unless he wanted to play with you for a while, then left a heavy bomb in the mansion, but he did not act, right? He wanted to hide himself while exposing his own intention, I don’t think so too. Unless he provided with solid evidences to force you into an uneasy situation and make you act rashly, didn’t he act in such a way too? Did he want to burn his own bridge? I don’t think even more likely. If he wanted to fight with you after he burnt his own bridge, he should come with the royal guards, but he did not, right? Therefore...”

She smiled lightly, raised her lips and talked about her thinking: “Bright did not have any solid evidence against you, he wanted you to explain the thing to him as he thought the diamond wooden label was really suspicious, right?”

“I don’t think the incident is so simple, I think there is something hiding in the incident, I just could not figure out the thing for the moment. By the way, my girl, I am not against your falling in love with him, but after all he does not think about you in same fashion, for such a kind of man, even if you get married with him, so what? You won’t get your happiness in the end, right? You should choose another man who treats you well and is willing to sacrifice everything for you, not the one you are willing to sacrifice everything for him. Anyway, you are one of the talented girls in East Hill, with your beauty like a fairy, couldn’t you find anyone you like? I will give my support to you, so long as you like, you could choose anyone from noble families. Why do you want to focus your all attention on him? Isn’t it just an undeserved reputation of Emperor of Night? Isn’t it a stunt? He really is a nobody, why you want to take him as a precious jade...”

Before he could finish his words, she pushed him outward while saying: “Father, father, you have to hurry up for your morning session of Royal Court, otherwise, you will be late.”

While he was pushed outward, he said to her while turning his head: “My daughter, you just let me finish my words
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