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“WAR IS THE STATESMEN game, the priest’s delight, the lawyer’s jest, the hired assassin’s trade.”    Percy Bysshe Shelly

Deadly secrets. A honeymoon in waiting. The peak of their careers.

As the clock counts itself down toward the inevitable, both James and Kate rush to finish their jobs. Keeping cover as a happy couple doesn't come easy when lives are at stake. Finding time to spend with one another isn't easy when time could be better spent watching buildings. Or researching in libraries. But, this is what they signed up for. A life of secretive jobs, Taking clients. Dancing around their spouses.
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UNTIL THEIR WORLDS collide at the peak of their jobs.
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“Ah, finally. The packing stage,” James said.

I grinned. “Yeah, I never thought we’d get here.”

“I’m sorry, sweetheart. Really, I am.”

James slid his arms around me, and I leaned against him. Relishing in his grip. In the strength of his arms. I closed my eyes and breathed deeply as his lips came down against the top of my head. A beautiful, loving gesture I’d come to adore.

“It’s okay. I’m just giving you a hard time,” I said.

“I promise you, for the next two weeks? You’re all mine,” he said.

I turned around. “No work?”

He shook his head. “No work.”

“No clients?”

“None, whatsoever. The Detective Offices of James Roe are officially closed.”

“Temporarily, of course.”

He grinned. “Of course.”

I slipped my arms around his neck and kissed him softly. The morning after our wedding, James got called out by one of his clients. And he spent the entire past week bouncing around, trying to figure things out. Traveling, instead of honeymooning the way I had planned.

Which really put me on a crunch.

“You want to start packing up a few more suitcases to take to my place?” James asked.

I snickered. “Good one. I applaud your efforts.”

He grinned. “I know you love my place.”

“And I know you love mine. But, why is it the woman that always has to uproot herself to move in with the man?”

“Because my place is more central to where I work, so obviously we’d get more time with each other in the mornings and evenings during the workweek if we lived at my place.”

“And we’d get more peace here if we lived at mine. Land to explore. Gardens to grow. I can’t grow my garden on your cement sidewalk.”

He kissed the tip of my nose. “So, we’re just going to be that married couple who has separate dwelling spaces?”

I giggled. “We could switch it up every week? A week here, a week there. Split our things between places equally.”

“Is it bad I’m considering that?”

“James, I’m not asking you to sell your place. I’m just asking you to move in with me. Live here, with me.”

“And I’m not asking anything more than the same thing from you.”

Yet again, another impasse. I kissed his lips softly before turning back around, then proceeded to continue packing for our honeymoon trip. I wanted to get out of here and get on that first-class flight to Belize. Because I was worried that if we didn’t get the hell out of DC, we never would. And then, I’d be forced to make up some excuse as to why I was taking our honeymoon trip alone.

Which wasn’t good, because I was trying to minimize the lies I told James on a daily basis.

“You should pack this,” he said.

I turned around and saw him dangling a lacy negligee in front of my face.

“Oh, really,” I said.

“Mm-hmm. It’s your color.”

“It’s yellow. I’m pretty sure black is my color.”

“You should pack it.”

I furrowed my brow. “I don’t own anything yellow.”

He reached around me, tossing it into my suitcase. “I might have seen it in a store and purchased it for you.”

I snickered. “Is it even my size?”

“Is ‘perfect’ a size?”

“Not with these boobs.”

He groaned. “And they’re wonderful boobs.”

He wrapped me up and planted his face directly into my cleavage. Wiggling his face around as he backed me to the bed. I laughed as I ran my fingers through his hair. I squealed as tickling sensations shot through my body. My suitcase fell to the floor as my back hit the bed, his hands roaming my body.

But soon those giggles were groans.

“James.”

“Oh, Kate.”

“James.”

He kissed my breasts. “Kate.”

I pushed him softly. “James, listen to me.”

His head slowly came up and he had that look in his eye. That predatory look that told me I wouldn't get through packing my suitcase.

“Yes?” he asked.

“I really need to pack, baby.”

He shrugged. “I can help you pack after.”

His lips crashed against mine and left me breathless. He pressed himself against me, crawling onto the bed as I lay back down on it. I sighed, wanton for more as my moans fell down the back of his throat. His tongue invaded me. My legs parted for him. I felt his hands shoving up my shirt before he released my captive lips.

And planted his mouth against the swell of my breasts.

“Fucking perfection,” he murmured.

“James, I—oh.”

“Moan again for me, gorgeous.”

“Oh, James.”

His hands slipped to my pants. “Again.”

“Shit,” I whispered.

“Moan for me.”

I let out a guttural groan as his teeth sank against my skin.

“Let me apologize to you for what I did,” he whispered.

I felt my neck flush. “You can start it, but you won’t be able to finish.”

He paused. “Who said I couldn't finish?”

I giggled up at the ceiling. “You’ve got two weeks in Belize to make this up to me. You think I’m letting you off the hook after one orgasm?”

“So, I’ll finish you ten times over to apologize.”

“More like twenty.”

He growled as he ripped my pants from my legs. I fisted the comforter as he slid my thighs over his shoulders. He kissed up my skin. He nibbled on the soft excess of my inner thigh. I felt myself getting wet for him. My pussy lips, unfurling for him. Waiting for his descent.

“I always finish what I start.” I growled.

I gasped as his tongue fell against my slit.

“Well, you’ll get plenty of time for that. Because your punishment for postponing this honeymoon will be a long one.”

He lapped up my slit and I shivered. My suitcase was forgotten about as his tongue flicked over my clit. I rolled against him, feeling his trimmed beard against my skin as my juices coated his face. My hands moved to his hair. I gripped him tightly as my legs closed around his face. I bucked ravenously, chasing a high I hadn’t had in days. And as I unraveled against him, stars burst in my vision. Electricity shot through my veins. My nipples puckered against my bra and I felt my juices leaking down my ass crack.

Juices James was all too keen on cleaning with his tongue.

“Oh, fuck,” I said breathlessly.

He kissed up to my belly button. “Feeling better?”

“Mmm, much.”

“Good enough to start packing your thing to take to my place?”

I pushed him away playfully as a breathless giggle fell from my lips.

“You’re fucking relentless, James.”

“And you know it’s one of the many reasons why you love me,” he said.

He helped me upright as the world spun around me. My head fell against his stomach and he ran his fingers through my hair. The truth of the matter was that I couldn't set myself up in his apartment the way I had myself set up in my house already. I’d have to lock down his internet connection. I’d have to displace my weapons all across his place. I’d have to establish emergency exits and removal protocols and take out extra insurance on his things in case someone broke in and busted up the place trying to get to me.

How the hell would I do all of that underneath his nose?

“I really need to pack,” I whispered.

“Come on. I’ll help.”

“You mean, legitimately help? Or, will you just keep dangling sexy things in front of my face the entire time?”

“I mean, you have a lot of sexy things.”

I laughed as my gaze rose to meet his.

I steadied myself on my legs and picked my suitcase off the floor. And after putting back all the things I’d already packed, he began tossing me more clothes. Well, not really clothes. Bikinis. Lacy underwear. Push-up bras and sheer nightgowns. I peeked back at him and saw his cock growing. Bulging against his pants.

So, I decided to have a bit of fun.

“You know, I could bring a couple of my black dresses,” I said.

“Oh hell yes,” James murmured.

I grinned. “Maybe pair it with some of my black panties.”

“I like that idea.”

“Or, no panties.”

He growled. “You’re killing me, woman.”

“Not as much as I will be when I’m massaging your cock underneath a tablecloth at the back of a fancy restaurant.”

He tossed the handful of thongs he had into my suitcase before charging me. I laughed with delight as he scooped me up, then tossed me to the bed. My body bounced and I saw heat rise in his eyes. I lay there, with my legs spread for him. Watching as he slid his belt out from the loops of his pants.

“Or, I could stay in muumuus all during our vacation,” I said.

“You’d still look beautiful, Kate.”

“Even in yoga pants and ratty T-shirts with no bra?”

“Especially those fucking yoga pants of yours. They’re a damn weakness of mine.”

I giggled as he ripped off his clothes. Bringing into view the body of the man I loved. His cock stood at full attention. His veins pulsed as the tip of his cock already leaked for me. I scrambled to my knees, feeling them spread farther apart as I slipped my shirt off. I listened to him smack his lips. I bared my body for him, my suitcase completely forgotten about. I placed my hands on the mattress and crawled to him. Watching as his cock bounced for me.

I didn’t know how the hell I’d pull this off in Belize. I didn’t know how the hell I’d get alone time to stalk my target. Now that our honeymoon lined up directly with my hit, there were a lot of unknowns. And it pissed my boss off that I’d rescheduled the honeymoon instead of canceling it altogether. But I knew I could pull it off. I’d wear this man out so much he wouldn't be able to walk anywhere with me.

I’d make it work.

I always did.

My gaze fluttered up to his and I watched his eyes fill with heat. Fill with wanton lust. I wrapped my hand around his cock and stroked, listening as soft grunts fell from his mouth. I smoothed his precum around and around. Down his length as I traced the vein pulsing on the underside of his dick. His hand made its way to my hair. He fisted it as he guided my lips to his tip.

And when I spread my lips for him, he slid all the way to the back of my throat.

“Fuck, Kate. Holy hell.”

I closed my eyes and relished him. I hollowed out my cheeks as he guided my movements. Pumping me slowly up and down his thickness. My hand fell away from his base as I held myself up. My legs, frogged beneath me. My arms, locked out to hold me up. His hand reached down, massaging my tit and tugging at my pert nipples. Causing me to moan around him.

Which caused his cock to jump against my cheeks.

“Shit.”

I hummed around him as his precum dripped down the back of my throat.

“So warm for me, Kate.”

I giggled as I bobbed my head.

“How the hell did I get so lucky with a woman like you?” he whispered.

I closed my eyes, holding back tears of happiness as he softly fucked my face. I opened my throat for him, feeling him slide back as my cheeks hollowed out deeper. My nose nuzzled against his neatly trimmed curls. He pulled my head back, only to shove me down quicker. And quicker. Until his balls smacked my chin every time he thrust. I offered myself to him. A sacrifice for his pleasure as my eyes rolled back. I gagged around his girth, forcing a growl up his throat as his hand tightened in my tendrils.

“That’s it. Suck that dick, Kate. You’re mine. Do you hear me? Mine. Always.”

I nodded quickly. Spit trickled down my chin as I swallowed his precum down. I wanted him to fill my stomach. I wanted him to use me in any way he pleased. Never in my life had I given myself over to a man like this. Never in my life did I want to be used for a man’s pleasure like this. I felt my pussy getting wet again. My legs shook as my arms began cramping. I didn’t care, though. All I cared about was his pleasure. His unraveling. His body, shaking in the wake of my lips.

Until he pulled my lips off his cock with a pop.
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I tossed her onto the bed and crawled between her legs. I wasn’t nearly done with her. And if I got my way for the next twenty-four hours, she wouldn’t move from this bed until we had to get to the airport. I didn’t care if she had to buy all her shit while we were in Belize. I wanted her naked. On top of me. Underneath me. Next to me. In the shower with me. I wanted to mark every part of her house with her body before doing all I could to convince her to move in with me. To leave this place behind and make her life part of mine.

Because the truth of the matter was that I’d have a hell of a time hiding my weapons in her house without her noticing.

As my lips crashed against hers, I felt her pull me down against her body. I cloaked her, settling my weight against her as my mind swirled. Her tongue pressed between my lips, seeking out my own as my head spun. Why didn’t she want to move into my place? Did she not like it there? What didn’t she like about it?

Could I really move into her place?

If I did, it would come with some serious things. I’d have to rework her internet to be more secure. I’d have to find a different way to store my money from PRIME. I’d possibly
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