
   

  Chapter 1


  WAR COMES TO MONTANA


  The Nez Perce War came to Montana Territory in waves of panic and confusion. The first accounts of the murder of settlers on Idaho's Salmon River, followed by news of the defeat of regular troops in White Bird Canyon on June 17, 1877, were quite enough to raise the specter of a general Indian uprising — a particularly unnerving prospect for the residents of the few small towns and many scattered ranches of the territory's western valleys. In addition to a feeling of nakedness before any onslaught from the west (a direct result of an alignment of such defenses as there were to form a barrier against the Sioux menace on the east), the people of western Montana believed local Indians — particularly Flatheads and Pend d'Oreilles — might turn against them.


  While no record of the population of Missoula County in June of 1877 has been found, it probably did not differ greatly from the estimate Missoula resident Frank Woody provided an officer at Fort Missoula two years later. He listed 1,875 white residents, distributed as follows: Missoula City, 500; Frenchtown, 180; Stevensville, 150; Corvallis, 100; Skalkaho, 75; rural Bitterroot Valley, 400; Hell Gate and Grass Valleys, 300; mining camps, 160; Flathead Lake country, 20, and Horse Plains, 10. The resident Indians were given as 350 Flatheads of Chief Charlot's band, who had refused to move onto the Jocko Reservation and were living as best they could in the vicinity of Stevensville, and a reservation population of 120 more Flatheads, 1,000 Pend d' Oreilles and 500 Kootenais.1 Add to those Salish Indians eleven lodges of Nez Perces under Eagle-from-the-Light — probably no more than 50 in number — who, though they spoke a somewhat different language, made their home in the Bitterroot Valley with Charlot's Flatheads in 1877.


  Though often termed a "city" by residents, Missoula was only "a nice little place" in 1877, according to Lieutenant Edward E. Hardin's diary entry for August 3rd.2 In addition to being the county seat, it did have a hotel (the Kennedy House), bank, newspaper (The Weekly Missoulian, published by Chauncey Barbour), a half-dozen stores (several being of brick and stone construction), with work on the building which would later house the Missoula Mercantile progressing well. A grist mill and two saw mills were nearby. The town owed its local importance to fortunate placement transportation-wise. It was on the old Mullan Road (the military route connecting Fort Walla Walla, Washington Territory, with Fort Benton, Montana Territory, at the head of navigation on the Missouri River), and that east-west travel axis insured reasonably good connections with Helena, by then the seat of Territorial Government, and, by way of a spur road off of that "main stem," with the neighboring towns of Deer Lodge and Butte. From Missoula, a road ran south up the Bitterroot Valley to Stevensville (the point of first permanent white settlement in Montana; evidences of that remaining in old Fort Owen and the St. Marys Mission church), and on to Corvallis and Skalkaho. Hamilton had not yet appeared as a town, the rudimentary settlement at that point passing as "the big corral". North from Missoula, or rather, from nearby Frenchtown, there was a road to the Indian agency on the Jocko Reservation.


  The Bitterroot Valley settlers, living as they did adjacent to a large Indian population, had earlier felt the need for a military installation capable of insuring peaceful relations. At the urging of their Territorial Delegate to Congress, Lieutenant General Phillip H. Sheridan sent an officer to investigate, and, on February 8, 1876, he reported favorably with regard to the establishment of a small military post "at or near Hell Gate Pass, in the Missoula valley." The President, on February 19, 1877, set aside Section 31, Township 13 North, Range 19 West (Helena Land District), for use as a military reservation, and it was so declared in General Order No.4, March 17, 1877, Department of Dakota.3


  Captain Charles C. Rawn,4 who was to be the commanding officer of the new post, arrived at Missoula on June 19th. His men — Company "A", Seventh United States Infantry — arrived on the 25th, accompanied by Captain William Logan and "I" Company, detailed to assist with construction. For a time the post had no formal name, though local wags suggested it should be called "Camp Wright," because "the mere mention" of the name of Colonel Wright "was always sufficient to induce good behavior among all the Indians!" (Prompt hanging of a number of Indians following the Yakima War of 1855, without close inquiry as to the degree of guilt, had got the attention of all tribes in the Pacific Northwest). Perhaps there was merit in the joke as work was barely begun on the post when Rawn's command was drawn into the Nez Perce War.


  Word of the disaster which had overtaken Captain David Perry and his command in White Bird Canyon reached the Bitterroot Valley on the evening of June 22 — after traveling by courier to Walla Walla, Washington Territory, the nearest town to the battlefield with a telegraph office, and by the daily mail coach from Deer Lodge, the terminus of that fragile, round-about connection. But, ten days after the fight, enough was known concerning the serious nature of that conflict to cause the Bitterroot settlers to organize for defense and address a letter to Captain Rawn asking for arms and ammunition.


  His reply to J. A. Landram, of Stevensville, which appears to have been written the following day, except for the postscript, states:


  
     This office in receipt this morning of Memorial signed by yourself and thirty-one others and dated June 27th, 1877, respecting formation of Militia Company for home defense against hostile Indians, and requesting use of arms from Government. The Commanding Officer of Post (Capt. C. C. Rawn, 7th Infantry) directs me to say in reply: That it is not in his power to comply directly. At present he has no arms for this purpose and is not allowed to issue or loan the arms in his charge to civilians without special authority. Your communication will however be forwarded at once by mail to General Gibbon commanding military district of Montana at Fort Shaw, M.T. It is respectfully suggested that you apply to the Governor of the Territory as it is thought to be especially the province of that Executive to provide for your organization and equipment.


  P.S. — It is understood that the people of Missoula City have just received one hundred stand of arms on the Governor's requisition.5





  It is not clear why Captain Rawn's reply, obviously written on the 28th, was held up three days unless, before posting, he received word of Governor Benjamin F. Potts' intention to look into the Indian scare; the postscript could be construed that way. It is a fact that two editors, James H. Mills of the Deer Lodge New North-West (who was also acting secretary to the governor), and Chauncey Barbour of the Missoulian, left Deer Lodge early on the 29th for that purpose. At Missoula they found "a great many rumors floating in the air, many of which are born of terrified imaginations." Among the things they chose to believe were these: that three Nez Perce Indians had already visited the Flathead reservation, presumably to subvert those friendlies; that the headmen believed the young men of both the Flatheads and Pend d'Oreilles would join the Nez Perce dissidents, if they had a chance; and, that both Chief Charlot's band of non-treaty Flatheads and Eagle-from-the-Light's small band of Nez Perces were absent from their usual haunts in the Bitterroot Valley. That evening Barbour wrote the Governor, "it is certain that our Indians are fully advised of all that is transpiring," and he added, "We cannot lull people into security of staying at home to be massacred . . . a military organization was effected here today."6 Governor Potts responded by sending the arms to Missoula, as noted by Captain Rawn.


  A tentative plan to effectively seal off the valley from the intrusion of dissidents was discussed with Captain Rawn, who was asked to put pickets on the three routes entering from the west — the Salmon River trail, the Lolo trail and the Clark Fork River route. But the Captain lacked the means to guard such widely separated portals, even if he suspended all work on the new post. He would only agree to establish a small picket at Lolo Pass, with that depending on settlers providing the horses and riding equipment needed to get his men there. They did not, so even that pass remained unguarded.


  Since the conclusion was that the Bitterroot Valley settlers really were in danger, Governor Potts, who has been, perhaps unfairly, described as a "sort of letter-writing, telegram-sending busybody," telegraphed President Hayes on June 29th, with the following:


   
     Settlements in western Montana seriously threatened by Nez Perces Indians from Idaho. Settlers are fleeing their homes in Bitterroot Valley to Missoula for safety. More troops are needed for Missoula. We are organizing and arming people for defense. Flathead and other Indians are seriously disaffected.7




  This appeal to the highest authority was answered from the Adjutant General's Office, on July 3rd, with only the comment that it had been "communicated to Lieut.-General Sheridan" (commanding the Department of Dakota).


  Meanwhile, Bitterroot Valley settlers took other measures for their own protection. The volunteer company at Stevensville made a refuge of the old adobe-walled trading post formerly operated by "Major" John Owens. Repair of its fifteen foot walls provided an enclosure of 125 by 250 feet, protected by bastions at two adjacent corners and stout plank gates. A well in the center and available rooms ranged inside the two long walls made "Fort Brave" — Fort Owen's local nom de guerre — both the safest and most comfortable of the valley's defenses. It was occupied briefly by about twenty families during the first alarm while others crowded into Missoula, yet many of the less timid settlers stayed on their ranches.


  The initial tensions were relieved somewhat on August 1st when word was received that Chief Charlot's band of Flatheads had been located in the vicinity of French Gulch, between the Deer Lodge and Big Hole Valleys. According to the man who had talked with the Indians, they had been given a join-us-or-else mandate by hostile Nez Perce, and, not wishing to be involved in the war, they had gathered up their stock and moved out of harm's way. That is not what had happened, as will soon be shown, but it eased the concern of the settlers — really a concern rooted in a knowledge that the resident Flathead Indians had nearly as much reason for dissatisfaction as the hostile Nez Perces had. Editor Barbour summed up this feeling:


   
     When we remember that the Nez Perces are largely intermarried with the Flatheads and the Pend d'Oreilles and that there are at all times more or less of the non-treaty Nez Perces among the Flatheads of the Bitter Root valley, and that they are sympathetic with this tribe in the belief that a great wrong has been perpetrated on them by the government in turning over the Bitter Root valley to settlement and occupation by the whites and ordering them to the Jocko reservation ... [there is] ample cause for an uprising against the whites.8




  For the settlers, the relief in knowing that the local Indians were not on "the warpath" was soon negated by new rumors. A letter from the leading merchant of Beartown, a mining settlement on Three Mile Creek in Deer Lodge County, contained a statement, "Indians playing Hell on the Blackfoot — also they are cleaning off the Trayl from Nevada Creek to Sun River . . . it looks suspicious. . ."9 which again hinted at a general uprising of Indians in league with the Nez Perces. Adding weight to that were wild tales of Indian conspiracy coming out of Frenchtown. James H. Mills, in his capacity of Secretary to the Governor, rather than as editor, commented on the reliability of information from that source: "From half those people down there being half-breeds and running with Indians all the time they ought to know whether the Indians referred to mean devilment or not — it will take some time for them to arrange a program if they are going to ally with Joseph." And he added, for the Governor's benefit, "This is a matter I did not care to refer to in paper."10


  Given a little time, such home-grown rumors would have lost their cogency; instead, there was immediate reinforcement. A local Nez Perce Indian commonly known as "Poker Joe," and sometimes as "Little Tobacco" from his below average stature, but whose Indian name was Wahwookya Wasaaw, or Lean Elk, arrived from Idaho on July 7th with information which made the next issue of The Weekly Missoulian under the heading of "Startling News From The West." According to the editor, Joe,


  
    . . . who left some three weeks ago with the band that was camped all spring near Missoula, returned across the Lo Lo trail direct from the Nez Perces country. He was spoken to by the driver of the Bitter Root mail and a passenger, and seen by a number of whites who know him well. He took dinner at the camp of Eneas, a Flathead who was up Lo Lo hunting and fishing, and gave to him news which Eneas delivered in town through an interpreter Sunday. Jo said he had been in a battle with the whites two days before he left; that the whites had killed five Indians — one of them Col-col-see-nee-nab, or Red Owl, Nez Perces chief — three women and one child, and that the Nez Perces had killed 191 whites, having gotten one party of whites in ambush and slaughtered them: that the camp of the Nez Perces had been destroyed, their horses killed, and the Indians were all on foot scattered through the mountains. Jo says the fight occurred the same day the band he was with got home ... Eneas gives credit to Jo's story. It was told to him as one Indian communicates to another. It finds some corroboration in the fact that Jo left us but a short time before, and came back nearly scared to death. His horse had a jaded appearance from rapid travelling.11



 

  In passing the information on to fellow editor, James Mills, Barbour commented: "To be sure the number of whites killed was exaggerated, but that is a universal Indian failing. There was fighting on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th. Joe was in it 2 days," and he speculates that Joe left "the morning of the 5th."12 The dates given would indicate that Joe was involved in some of the skirmishing around Cottonwood House, while the attack on the Indian camp would have been Whipple's wanton destruction of the village of Chief Looking Glass near Kamiah. Chief Red Owl was not killed in that assault, but it did convince him there was no alternative to war. He and his peaceful band of non-treaty Nez Perces were thus added to the hostiles and fought with them to the end. But, for the time, the story of Red Owl's death made the rounds of the Indian camps of Western Montana, where the Chief had many friends.


  Spurred by the strange blend of fact and rumor reaching Western Montana, things began to happen. July 8th, Captain Rawn went to the Jocko Reservation, and from there, with Indian Agent Peter Ronan, to St. Ignatius Mission to talk with the Flathead and Pend d'Oreille chiefs. Speaking with Arlee and Andrea through the agency interpreter and Father Van Gorp, Rawn was assured both tribes intended to remain friendly. And though he "was not disposed to take the word of an Indian in such a matter," he thought they meant it because it suited their best interest; they being "rich in horses and land and most of them live in houses."13 An attempt to get the agency police to guard the passes into the Bitterroot Valley was less successful. The Indians wanted uniforms and pay for such service, and Rawn could offer only the uniforms.


  The next day Captain Rawn, again with Agent Ronan, went up to Charlot's camp, at Silverthorne Creek, across the valley from Stevensville, to sound him out concerning the loyalty of his band. They received the same assurance as at the reservation; that all would remain friendly except, perhaps, a few young men who might evade his watchfulness and join the hostiles. Agent Ronan reported:


 
    In answer to my question: "Where are your people?" he [Charlot] said: "This broad country is our home — it is usual every year, after my people put in their crops, for them to go to the different camas prairies for the purpose of digging those roots for winter use, and while the squaws and children perform that duty, the young men hunt and fish. When the crops begin to ripen they return to their homes — they are on their way home now, as I am informed by one of my young men, and twenty lodges are encamped near Missoula, the rest will soon follow."14



 

  That was the real reason why the Flatheads and Eagle-from-the-Light's people were gone from the valley earlier — which Chief Charlot could have explained at any time, since he had remained at home. Agent Ronan added this, with regard to the old Chief's loyalty:


  
    In answer to my question, will you join the whites, with your warriors, and make war on the Nez Perces, he stated: "If dangers threaten I will send runners to inform the settlers, and the Captain of the soldiers, and you, the agent. I will do all in my power to defend the whites and their homes, but I cannot send my young men out to make war on the Nez Perces. When my old enemy the Blackfeet came here to redden the valley with my people's blood, the Nez Perces assisted us, and helped to drive them away. So, I cannot send my young men out to fight them, but I will help to protect the white man's home."



 

  The rumors circulating during the first week of July having reached the miners on Salmon River, below present Gibbonsville, in greatly magnified form, three of the men working there, Alex Mitchell, J.B. Mitchell and Luther Johnson, decided to return to the Bitterroot Valley in order to protect their property if need be. They left for home on the morning of July 8, and,


  
    Near the summit of the Montana-Idaho divide the men met "Poker Joe". Joe was a full-blooded Nez Perce Indian, but for some reason of his own had elected to remain away from his redskin brothers and for a number of years had made his home at Corvallis with a small band of Indians, who likewise, were living away from their tribes ...


  Joe inquired of the men relative to the whereabouts of his Indian friends, saying that he had been informed on his return from a trip, that the band had left several days previous on a hunting trip into the Big Hole country. He said he was on his way to join them if possible. Perhaps the men had seen them. The men knew that Joe was in the habit of making frequent trips over the Lolo trail into Idaho to visit his Nez Perce brethren and remaining there for various lengths of time. Evidently he had just returned from such a visit. It was noticed that Joe's horse, an exceptionally fine animal which he usually kept well groomed, showed signs of hard usage. It looked tired and its customarily sleek coat was covered with sweat-hardened dust and blood-dried scratches showed on the legs and body. One rather deep cut was in evidence across the horses breast as though a bullet had found its mark or had ricocheted to plow through the flesh. Another thing that impressed the men was Joe's demeanor. Usually of a light-hearted, good-natured, easy-come-easy-go disposition, he was, for some reason or other, hard and sour.15





  The strange behavior of Lean Elk (Poker Joe's proper name) had been noticed by others in the Bitterroot Valley; a hurried change of horses at the Indian camp opposite Corvallis, and a glimpse of him running his horse as he passed a ranch 20 miles above that town — such actions, taken with a an earlier report that Nez Perces had attempted to trade for ammunition at the Warm Springs store (in Deer Lodge Valley) — "though their ammunition belts were full"16 — could lead to only one surmise: that the Indian uprising so feared by residents of Western Montana was close upon them.


  Lean Elk is often portrayed as an innocent victim of circumstances. Camille Williams says he was accidentally injured while traveling the Lolo Trail on a visit to Idaho, and, on returning, elected to join the hostiles rather than try to explain his injury to skeptical Bitterroot neighbors — which might result in punishment as a participant in the war in Idaho. Territorial Secretary Mills saw him in a different light: "I can't think what the mission of Poker Joe is! He is not running away from a fight — I am inclined to think he is drumming up disaffected Indians. He travels too fast to be on a pleasure trip."17 Regardless, enough of Lean Elk's information was already in circulation, thanks to The Weekly Missoulian, to create a frenzy of organizing and arming of home defense companies, and the building of two more strong points.


  On July 8 the company at Skalkaho, captained by John B. Catlin, proprietor of a Stevensville hotel and livery business, and a former major in the Union Army, began building a "makeshift fort ... being merely an embankment of earth thrown up in a circular shape and about four or five feet high."18 And the Corvallis company, captained by J. L. Humble, began a sod fort on July 10. It was substantial, being "66 x 95, eight feet high, with triangular bastions at each corner," and walls three feet thick at the bottom and 18 inches at the top.19 It was completed in 12 days — barely in time, as it turned out. It, too, received a disparaging appellation; it was called "Fort Skedaddle," (from the fact that the area around Corvallis was settled by Missourians who had to leave their former home in a hurry during the Civil War). The fort was seen as another place they could "skedaddle to" if need be).


  The flip side of this frenzy of defensive preparation can be seen in a letter written to the Governor by stockman W.B. Harlan of Stevensville, who warned that Chief Charlot was complaining he might not be able to control his young men if there was any more shooting into the lodges of local Indians by rowdies "overloaded with ammunition and whiskey."20 This complaint might have originated in the careless firing of the old cannon which had been at Stevensville for many years, where it was formerly used for celebrating the Fourth of July (this was not the mountain howitzer used in the Big Hole battle).


  After the preparations for defense were well under way — on July 12 — J. H. Mills, additionally appointed as Adjutant General of the Montana Militia the previous day on the strength of his service in the Civil War, wrote the Governor reminding him he ought to get discretionary authority from the President to call out militia, noting that there was "no authority to act and incur a dollar of expense in fighting for the United States — If you call for Militia you will have to feed them, and help them a good deal in outfitting and who the deuce is going to pay for it?"21 It was sound advice but the Governor didn't act on it in a timely manner, to his great embarrassment later on.


  Preparation for the defense of the Bitterroot Valley against an invasion by hostile Nez Perce was not the only reaction to Lean Elk's information. Agent Ronan reported to Governor Potts from the Jocko reservation:


   
     On Saturday, July 14, Eagle of the Light ... came to this agency accompanied by Michelle, head chief of the Pen d'Oreilles, and informed me that eleven lodges of Nez Perces were encamped near St. Mary's Mission, up the Bitter Root — that they are peaceable, have never been in the hostile camp and are desirous to keep out of trouble, and to encamp somewhere out of danger. Michelle said the Chiefs of the reservation would consent to let them camp here, providing I gave my permission. After reflection, I told the reservation Chiefs that as they professed peace and friendship, it was bad policy to throw the reservation open as a shelter as suspicion could not be avoided ...22




  Eagle-From-The-Light was advised to take up the sanctuary matter with Captain Rawn, which accomplished nothing; those peaceable Nez Perce remained in the Bitterroot Valley — to be swept up by the hostiles as an increment to their force.


  Eagle-from-the-Light has been described as "a noble savage who declares he never accepted a present from the white man, and that he never yielded his title to any of the land of his people."23 He was the second chief of the Nez Perce people at the time of the Stevens treaty (1855), but lost influence through marrying a Umatilla woman. He was always peaceable and considered the non-treaty Nez Perces fools to go to war.


  At this same time, an overly belligerent Missoula merchant wrote to Mills, suggesting there was a "Splendid chance to strike the Hostiles by way of the Lo Lo pass with 4 or 500 well armed men." It was a ridiculous idea, for the Governor was without authority to call the militia into Federal service, and, if he had been able to do so, the movement of so large a body of untrained men over a mountainous trail which subsequently took the Nez Perces five days to travel and Howard's regulars nine, would have accomplished nothing beyond rendering them unfit for any useful service in Idaho. But Higgin's letter also indicates some practical measures were being taken:


   
     Have advised the Cos above to scout the passes leading into the valley A picket guard will be sent up the Lo Lo by Co "A" Militia, and Capt Raun [Rawn] we will furnish him 4 horses to mount his men for that duty tomorrow. The Frenchtown Co "E" will scout the passes below. Will advise you promptly of the approach of any Hostile force.24




  Captain Rawn made prompt use of the four horses and equipment furnished him by the citizens of Missoula. The same day the Nez Perce Indians completed their council at Weippe Prairie, at which it was decided to go to the buffalo country east of the mountains rather than continue to fight General Howard's troops in Idaho, 2nd Lieutenant Francis Woodbridge was sent with four enlisted men "to watch the Loo Loo trail from a point where it can be seen six or eight miles and report the approach of any large band of Indians from the west side."25 Five clays passing without word from the scouting party, Captain Rawn sent 1st Lieutenant Charles Austin Coolidge with a private and several civilians to see what had happened. Near Lolo Pass (about
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  APPENDIX A - NEZ PERCES


  This appendix lists the names of Nez Perces who were recorded as being present at the Battle of the Big Hole by L. V. McWhorter, E. S. Curtiss, R. Pinkham and others. The names of less than one quarter of the Nez Perce participants are known.


  There are up to three name entries per individual: his/her Nez Perce name, appearing in bold type (i.e. Alla-Lem-Yah-Takanin); the English translation, in italic type (i.e. A Vision); and a "white" name, in sans-serifs type (i.e. Chief Looking Glass).


  About Asleep; see Eelahweemah

  
  Aihits PalojamiF (Fair Land)

  
   AlahoosOM


  Alla-Lem-Yah-TakaninM (A Vision); Chief Looking Glass

  
  AllezyakonOM; Lazzykoon


  Bad Boy Grizzly Bear; see Hohots Elotoht

  
  Big Noise; see Too-Hool-Hool-Zote

  
  Bird Alighting; see Peopeo Tholekt

  
  Black EagleYM

     
   Black Hair

     
   Black Owl

     
  Black Tail Eagle

     
  Black Trail; see Iskatpoo Tismooktismook


  Bull Bait; see Gosawyiennight

  
  Burning Coals; see Waptastamana


  Calf-of-leg; see Pitpillooheen

  
  ChapowitsM (Plenty Coyotes)

  
  ChellooyeenM (Bow and Arrow Case); Phillip Evans

  
  Chee-NahF; Martha Joseph

  
  Chi-mih

     
   ChtwiweyunawM

     
  Chuslum Hahlap KanootM (Naked-footed Bull)


  Chuslum MoxmoxM (Yellow Bull) & Weyatanatoo Wahyakt (Sun Necklace)


  Coals-of-fire; see, Waptastamana

  
  Dawn-of-Day; see Halpawinmi

  
  Dropping-from-a-Cliff; see Tenahtahka


  Earth Blanket; see Wattes Kunnin

  
  EeahlokoonM

  
  EelahweemahYM (About Asleep); David Williams


  ElaskolatatM (Animals Entering a Hole); Joe Albert

  
  Ell-is-ya-kon

  
  EloosykasitYM Standing-on-a-Point)

  
  EspowyesM (Light-in-the-mountain) Old Yellow Wolf


  Fair Land; see Aihits Palojami

  
  Five Fogs; see Pahka Patahank

  
  Five LightningsM

     
  Five Wounds; see Pahkatos Owyeen

  
GosawyiennightM (Bull Bait)


     Gray HawkM

     
     Grizzly Bear Youth


  Ha-hots Tof-nu-kuns


  Hair Cut Upward; see Witlayah Palakin

  
  Hah-tale-kinM [Chief] & Taktsoukt Ilppilp (Red Echo)


  HalahtookitOM (Daytime Smoke) [son of William Clark]


  Half MoonM

  
  HalpawinmiM (Dawn)


  Heinmot TosinliktM; Henry Tabador

  
  He-Mene-Mox-MoxM (Yellow Wolf); Yellow Wolf also Heinmot Hihih (White Thunder)


  He Meen IlppilpM (Red Wolf)

  
  Heyoom PishkishM also Uwhee Tommoset; Lame John

  
  Heyoom TamalikinmaM

     
   He-Yoom-Yoykt

     
  He-yum-ta-nan-mi

  
  Hill, TomM


  Hin-Mut-Too-Yah-Lat-KekhtM (Thunder Rolling in the Mountains); Chief Joseph

  
  Hohots ElotohtM (Bad Boy Grizzly Bear)


  Horn Hide Dresser; see Tepsus

  
  Hototo [Chief]; see Wahwookya Wasaaw

  
  Hoyt, JohnsonM

  
  Husis-Husis-KuteM [Chief](Naked Head, Bald Head)


  Husis OwyeenM (Wounded Head, in Head)


  I-at-Tu-Ton-MyF [Wife of Looking Glass]


  I Block Up; see Tumokult

  
  IllatsatsYM


  IltolkF [granddaughter of William Clark]


  In-who-liseF (Broken Tooth) also White Feather; Susie

  
  Ip-nan-ye-ta-ma

     
     Iskatpoo TismooktismookM (Black Trail)


  IskiloomM

  
  Itsiyiyi OpseenM (Coyote with Flints)


  Jee-noh

     
     JekunkunM (Dog); John Dog

     
      Joseph [Chief] see Hin-Mut-Too-yah-Lat-Kekht


  John Dog; see Jekunkun


  Kap-Kap-PonmiYF (Noise of Running Feet); Sarah Moses

  
  KahpotsOM also Kapoochas

  
  KahwitkahwitM (Dry-land Crane)

  
  KalotusM

     
     KetalkpoosminM (Stripes-turned-down)


  Kilkilchuslum

     
     Kinikinik Squalsac (Little Tobacco); see Wahwookya Wasaaw

     
     Kip-kip Owyeen (Wounded Breast)

     
     KosooyeenM (Traveling Alone, Going Alone); Luke Andrews

     
     Kosooyeen IpsewahkM (Lone Bird)

     
     Kowtoliks (Scattered Human Bones); Charley Kowtoliks


  Lakochets KunninM (Rattle on Blanket)


  LahpeealootM (Two Flocks on Water); Phillip Williams

  
  Lazzykoon; see Allezyakon

  
  Lean Elk; see Wah-Woo-Tya-Wasaaw

  
  Left HandM

  
  Lepeet Hessemdooks (Two Moons)

  
  Li-kin-maM (Last in a row)

  
  Lindsay, ThomasM

  
  Lindsley, LillieF

  
  Lone Bird; see Kosooyeen Ipsewahk

  
  Looking Glass [Chief]; see All-Lem-Yah-Takanin

  
  LucyF


  Many WoundsYM; Sam Lot

  
  MinthonYM

  
  Moore, Albert; see Tu-Ta-Mal-Wayuom

  
  MulkamkamM; John Mulkamkam

  
  Muscles in Back Thigh; see Pitpilooheen


  Na-tal-e-kin; see Wetistokaith

  
  No Feet; see Itskimze Kin


  No Heart; see Zhaya Timenna


  Old Yellow Wolf; see Espowyes

  
  Ol-lo-cotM [Chief](Frog)

  
  OtskaiM (Going Out, Go Out)

  
  OtstotpooM

     
     OwhiM (a Yakima Indian)

  
  OwyeenF (Wounded)


  Pahit PaliktYM

  
  Pahka AlyanaktM (Five Snows)


  Pahka PahtahankM (Five Fogs)

  
  Pahkatos OwyeenM (Five Wounds)

     
     Passing Overhead; see Watyo Chekoon

  
  Pa-tsa-kon-miOF

     
     PenahwenonmiOF (Helping Another)

  
  Peopeo IpsewahkM (Lone Bird)

  
  Peopeo TholektM (Bird Alighting)

  
  PitpillooheenM (Calf of Leg)


  Poker Joe; see Wahwookya Wasaaw


  Quiel-spoM (Red Heart)


  QuiloishkishM


  Rainbow; see Wahchumyus

  
  Red Cloud

     
     Red ElkM

     
     Red-Headed Woodpecker


  Red Heart; see Temme Ilppilp and see Quiel-spo


  Red Moccasin Tops; see Sarpsis Ilppilp

  
  Red Spy; see Seeyakoon Ilppilp

  
  Red Star

  
  Red Wolf, JosiahYM


  Sahm KeenYM (Shirt On); Sam Tilden

  
  Sarpsis llppilpM (Red Moccasin Tops)

  
  Seeyakoon IlppilpM (Red Spy)

  
  Sewattis-Hih-HihM (White Cloud)

     
     Shore Crossing; see Wahlitits

  
  Shot-in-Head; see Husis-Owyeen

  
  SilooyamM

  
  Springtime; see Toma-Alwa-Win-Me


  Strong Eagle; see Tipyahlahnah Kapskaps

  
  Stuart, Mrs. JamesF

  
  Sundown, Jackson; see Waaya-Tonah-Toesits-Kahn

  
  Sun Tied; see Weyatanatoo Latpat

  
  Sun Necklace; see Chuslum Moxmox

  
  Swan Necklace; see Wet-Yet-Mas-Way-Aykt

  
  Swans Alighting On Water; see Yoyek-Wasum


  Tababo (also Tabador); see Heinmot Tosinlikt

  
  Tah-kin-pal-loo

     
     Tahomchits HumkonM

  
  Tahwis TokaitatM (Bighorn Bow)

  
  Ta-Mah-Utah-Likt

     
     Tap-sis-il-pilpM

     
     Teeto HoonnadM

  
  TeeweeyownahM (Over the Point)

  
  Tememah IlppilpM (Red Heart II)

  
  TemetikiM

  
  Temme IlppilpM (Red Heart)

  
  Tenahtahkah WeyunM (Dropping from a Cliff)


  TepsusM (Horn Hide Dresser)

  
  TeweeyownahM

  
     TewetakisM


  Tewit ToitoiM

  
  Tim-lih-poos-min

     
     Tipyahlahnah ElassaninM (Roaring Eagle); George Comedown

  
  Tipyahlahnah KapskapsM (Strong Eagle)


  TissaikpeeOF (Granite or Crystal)

  
  Tok-ka-lik-si-maiM [Chief]

  
  Tok-ta-we-ti-sha

     
     ToohoolhoolzoteM [Chief](Sound)

  
  TowassisM (Bowstring)

  
  To-wit-Toi-toi

     
     Tsi-a-yah

     
     TumokultF (I Block Up)

  
  Tul-Ta-Mal-Way-Uom


  Ugly Grizzly Bear BoyM

  
  Um-til-ilp-cownM


  Uwhee Tommoset; see Heyoom Pishkish


  Waaya-Tonah-Toesits-KahnYM; Jackson Sundown

  
  WahchwnyusM (Rainbow)

  
  Wahkukunah IlppilpM (Woodpecker)

  
  Wah-Lit-ItsM (Shore Crossing)

  
  Wah-nis-tas Aswet-teskOM


  Wahwookya WasaawM (Lean Elk) & [Chief] Hototo; Poker Joe

  
  Wai-nat-ta-ka-kan

     
     WaptastamanaOM (Blacktail Eagle; also Burning Coals)

  
  WatyahtsakonM

     
     Wat-et-mas

  
  Watyo ChekoonM (Passing Overhead)


  Wa-Win-Te-Pi-Ksat


     WelehewotYM

  
  WetatonmiF; Susie Conville

  
  WetistokaithOM; also Natalekin

  
  WetwhoweesF; Lucy Ellenwood

  
  WetyetmasM Likleinen & Wat-yetmas-lik-li-nin (Circling Swan)

  
  WeweetsaM (Log)


  WeyatanatooM Latpat (Sun Tied)

  
  Weyatanatoo Wahyakt; see Chuslum Moxmox

  
  White Bird; see Peopeo Hihhih

  
  White Bird IIYM

  
  White BullM

     
     White Eagle

     
     White Feather; see In-who-lise

  
  White Hawk

  
  Whylimlex (Black Feather)


  Witlayah PalakinM (Hair Cut Upward)

  
  Woodpecker; see Wookawkaw

  
  WookawkawM (Woodpecker)

  
  Wot-to-lenM (Hair Combed Over Eyes)


  Yellow Bull [Chief]; see Chuslum Mox-Mox

  
  Yellow Hair

     
     Yellow Wolf, see He-Mene-Mox-Mox & Heinmot Hihih

  
  Yettahtapnat AlwumM (Shooting Thunder)


  Yiyik WaswnwahOF


  Zhaya TimennaM (No Heart)


  NEZ PERCE BATTLE PARTICIPANTS


  

  [image: bck_fig_005]

  
    1. Peopeo Tholekt (Bird Alighting) — Idaho Historical Society.

    
    2. Chuslum Mox-mox (Chief Yellow Bull); 1912 — NAA 2952.

    
    3. Hin-Mut-Too-Yah-Lat-Kekht (Chief Joseph); earliest photo — NAA 2905.

    
    4. He-Mene-Mox-Mox (Yellow Wolf); 1908 — warrior and chronicler — McWhorter.

    
    5. Josiah Red Wolf; 1967 — last survivor of the battle — NPS


[image: bck_fig_006]


  Footnote


  
  I Infant. Y Young. O Old. M Male. F Female.

  

 

   

  APPENDIX B - OFFICERS


  

	Name
	age
	birthplace
	unit
	notes



	Bradley, 1 Lt. James H
	33
	Ohio
	7 "B"
	C
	k



	Browning, Capt. George L
	
	New York
	7 "G"
	C
	



	Comba, Capt. Richard
	
	Ireland
	7 "D"
	C
	



	Coolidge, 1 Lt. Charles A
	32
	Massachusetts
	7 "A"
	C
	w



	English, 1 Lt. William L
	37
	Illinois
	7 "I"
	C
	k



	Gibbon, Col. John
	49
	Pennsylvania
	7 COM
	A,M,C,w



	Hardin, 2 Lt. Edwin E
	
	Kentucky
	7 "F"
	A
	



	Jackson, 1 Lt. Allan H
	42
	New York
	7
	C
	



	Jacobs, 1 Lt. Joshua W
	34
	Kentucky
	7 QM
	C
	



	Logan, Capt. William
	47
	Ireland
	7 "A"
	M,C
	k



	Rawn, Capt. Charles C
	40
	Pennsylvania
	7 "I"
	C
	



	Sanno, Capt. James M W
	37
	New Jersey
	7 "G"
	A,C
	



	Van Orsdale, 2 Lt. John T
	27
	New York
	7 "D"
	A
	



	Williams, Capt. Constant
	
	Pennsylvania
	7 "F"
	C
	w



	Woodbridge, 2 Lt. Francis
	24
	Michigan
	7 "A"
	
	



	Woodruff, 1 Lt. Charles A
	
	Vermont
	7 "K"
	C
	w



	Wright, 1 Lt. George H
	
	Wisconsin
	7 "G"
	C
	





  A Military Academy. M Mexican War. C Civil War. k Killed. w Wounded.





  Officers, 7th United States Infantry*


  Present at the Battle of the Big Hole

  
  (opposite page)


  *This montage hung in the Fort Missoula day room until that structure was destroyed by fire. Though rescued, it was seriously damaged, and was not suitable for reproduction; instead, a copy was made from the July 27, 1960, edition of the Missoulian - Sentinel (Sec. A, p. 26).


  


  [image: bck_fig_007]

  
    Cpl. Charles N. Loynes
Co. I, 7th U.S. Infantry
Writer of an account of the Battle of the Big Hole.
Photo courtesy of Washington State University Archives
Pullman, Washington




   

  APPENDIX C - SOLDIERS




	Name
	age
	birthplace
	unit
	notes



	Abbott, Cpl. John
	26
	Switzerland,
	7 D
	1
	w



	Alberts, Pvt. Charles
	36
	San Francisco, CA
	7 A
	0
	w



	Andrews, Mus. Peter
	19
	Ireland
	7 K
	0
	



	Banghart, Pvt. George
	23
	Patterson, NJ
	7 G
	0
	w



	Bell, Sgt. James 2nd
	35
	Ireland
	7 E*
	2
	w



	Bender, Pvt. August W
	25
	Germany
	7 K
	0
	



	Bennet, Pvt. John
	56
	Masalus, NY
	7 B
	7
	M A



	Bensinger, Sgt. Robert
	28
	Germany
	7 G
	1
	w



	Brandt, Sgt. Frank
	32
	Germany
	7 D
	0
	



	Brietenstein, Cpl. August
	32
	France
	7 E*
	0
	



	Broetz, Pvt. Herman
	23
	Germany
	7 I
	0
	k



	Brown, Pvt. Lorenzo D
	25
	Davidson Co, NY
	7 A
	0
	h w



	Bundy, Pvt. Thomas
	30
	New Harmony, IN
	7 F
	0
	c



	Burk, Pvt. James
	25
	Ireland
	7 G
	0
	w



	Burke, Sgt. Joseph
	25
	Natick, MA
	7 K
	0
	



	Burns, Cpl. John
	29
	Dover, OH
	7 E*
	0
	w



	Butterly, Pvt. Mathew
	36
	Ireland
	7 E*
	1
	k



	Buty, Sgt. William
	28
	Germany
	7 F
	1
	



	Carpenter, Mus. Robert L
	30
	New York, NY
	7 H
	0
	



	Carson, Pvt. William
	27
	Franklin, IN
	7 I
	0
	



	Clark, Sgt. Howard
	27
	Charleston, WV
	7 K
	0
	



	Clark, Pvt. Wilfred
	?
	Philadelphia, PA
	2 L
	?
	h



	Clark, Pvt. Washington
	30
	Washington, DC
	7 I
	1
	w



	Clarke, Pvt. George
	23
	Troy, NY
	7 I
	1
	



	Collins, Pvt. Thomas
	29
	Ireland
	7 I
	0
	



	Connor, Pvt. John J
	24
	New York, NY
	7G
	0
	w



	Coon, Pvt. Holmes L
	26
	Cleveland, OH
	7 G
	0
	



	Crogan, Pvt. James
	30
	Ireland
	7 D
	0
	



	Cronan, Mus. Timothy
	29
	Ireland
	7 D
	0
	w



	Cumminskey, Pvt. Joseph
	24
	Bucks Co, PA
	7 F
	0
	



	Cunliffe, Cpl. Richard N
	24
	Lakers, NY
	7 I
	0
	w



	Daly, Sgt. Patrick C
	44
	Ireland
	7 D
	3
	w



	Dauth, Pvt. Adolph
	24
	Germany
	7 G
	0
	



	Devine, Pvt. Mathew
	23
	Carell Co, VA
	7 K
	0
	w







	Name
	age
	birthplace
	unit
	notes



	Devoss, Pvt. Joseph
	30
	Waverly, OH
	7 I
	1
	w



	Drake, Pvt. McKindra L
	23
	Choseakton Co, OH
	7 H
	0
	k



	Drummon, Cpl. Socrates
	28
	Ross Co, OH
	7 K
	2
	A



	Edgeworth, 1 Sgt. Robert L
	29
	Ireland
	7 G
	1
	k



	Edwards, 1 Sgt. William D
	26
	Brooklyn, NY
	7 F
	1
	h



	Eisenhut, Cpl. Jacob
	31
	Switzerland
	7 D
	2
	k



	Elmore, Pvt. James
	27
	Philadelphia, PA
	7 F
	0
	



	Erickson, Mus. John
	19
	Hudson City, NJ
	7 F
	0
	w



	Evans, Pvt. James
	32
	Manchester, NH
	7 I
	0
	



	Fallon, Pvt. Patrick
	43
	Ireland
	7 I
	2
	A w



	Ferris, Pvt. Charles
	28
	Fairfax Ct Hs, VA
	7 F
	1
	



	Frankenfield, Pvt. Isaac
	27
	Doylestown, PA
	7 D
	1
	



	Frederick, Sgt. John W H
	30
	Cincinnati, OH
	7G
	1
	N w



	Frost, Pvt. Peter M
	32
	Hamilton Co, OH
	7 K
	2
	N



	Gallagher, Pvt. Francis
	30
	Philadelphia, PA
	7 F
	0
	



	Gallagher, Mus. Michael
	25
	New York, NY
	7 D
	0
	k



	Geant, Pvt. Eugene
	24
	Germany
	7 H
	0
	



	Goale, Pvt. John H
	26
	Cincinnati, OH
	7 G
	0
	d



	Goff, Pvt. Peter
	26
	Canada
	7 A
	0
	



	Goldberg, Pvt. Jacob
	25
	Germany
	7 K
	0
	



	Gould, Pvt. Charles B
	?
	?
	2 F
	?
	w



	Grace, Pvt. Gerald J
	25
	Munroe Co, OH
	7 G
	0
	



	Groff, Pvt. Henry S
	28
	Cincinnati, OH
	7 H
	1
	



	Hamilton, Pvt. Price
	25
	Bath, VA
	7 F
	0
	



	Harryman, Pvt. Byron
	26
	Morgan Co, IN
	7 K
	2
	



	Heaton, Pvt. Davis
	27
	Ireland
	7 K
	1
	A w



	Heider, Cpl. Levi
	28
	Germany
	7 A
	1
	



	Heinze, Pvt. Charles
	29
	Germany
	7 G
	0
	



	Heinzman, Cpl. Adolph
	36
	Germany
	7 A
	1
	



	Herdmerton, Pvt. Carl
	29
	Germany
	7 G
	0
	



	Hexter, Pvt. Nehm
	25
	Cleveland, OH
	7 F
	0
	



	Hogan, Sgt. Michael
	25
	Ireland
	7 I
	0
	k



	Hunter, Pvt. Edward D
	29
	Columbus, IN
	7F
	0
	w



	Hurlburt, Pvt. Philo O
	24
	Allegheney Co, NY
	7 K
	0
	w



	Jacklin, Pvt. George
	24
	Ann Arbor, MI
	7 G
	0
	



	Johnson, Pvt. Oliver
	28
	Walworth Co, WI
	7 F
	1
	







	Name
	age
	birthplace
	unit
	notes



	Keys, Pvt. James
	25
	Elkhart, IN
	7 D
	0
	w



	King, Pvt. Edward C
	27
	Baltimore, MD
	7 G
	0
	



	King, Pvt. Habern R
	30
	Milford, IA
	7 G
	0
	



	Kleis, Art. John
	28
	Germany
	7 K
	0
	k



	Lane, Sgt. Riley R
	39
	Paxensia, OH
	7 D
	1
	A



	Lay, Pvt. John
	?
	?
	2 L
	?
	



	Lefferty, Pvt. Thomas
	?
	?
	2 L
	?
	



	Lehmer, Pvt. James C
	36
	Rome, NY
	7 A
	0
	A w



	Leher, Pvt. George
	27
	Germany
	7 A
	1
	w



	Loveland, Pvt. Seth D
	32
	New York, NY
	7 G
	0
	



	Loynes, Cpl. Charles N
	24
	Pittsfield, MA
	7 I
	0
	



	Ludke, Pvt. Charles
	24
	Buffalo, NY
	7 E*
	0
	



	Luttman, Cpl. Christian
	39
	Germany
	7 F
	2
	A w



	Malley, Pvt. James E
	30
	Ireland
	7 F
	0
	



	Mantz, Pvt. Gottlieb
	23
	Germany
	7 G
	0
	k



	Martin, Sgt. William H
	33
	Trenton, NJ
	7 G
	1
	k



	Matthews, Pvt. William W
	38
	Jefferson Co, IN
	7 G
	1
	A



	Maurer, Pvt. George
	28
	Germany
	7 F
	0
	w



	McCafferey, Cpl. Daniel
	24
	Canada
	7 I
	0
	k



	McCaffery, Sgt. Francis Jr
	29
	Scotland
	7 D
	2
	



	McGregor, Pvt. Malcolm
	31
	Scotland
	7 G
	1
	d



	McGuire, Pvt. James
	37
	Ireland
	7 F
	0
	k



	McHenry, Pvt. John
	?
	?
	7 K
	?
	



	McLaughlin, 1 Sgt. Thomas
	27
	Canada
	7 D
	2
	



	McLennon, Mus. John W
	25
	Ft. Bellknap, TX
	7 A
	1
	h



	Meinart, Pvt. Charles
	47
	Germany
	7 I
	3
	



	Molloy, Pvt. James
	25
	Bedford Co, TN
	7 K
	0
	



	Monaghan, Sgt. Thomas
	35
	Ireland
	7 G
	2
	



	Moore, Pvt. John G
	?
	?
	2 L
	?
	



	Moran, Pvt. William
	37
	Ireland
	7 H
	1
	A



	Morton, Pvt. David B
	27
	Gibson Co, IN
	7 G
	0
	



	Murphy, Pvt. Frank
	23
	Providence, RI
	7 K
	0
	



	Murphy, Pvt. John A
	24
	Boston, MA
	7 D
	0
	



	Murphy, Cpl. John D
	23
	Ireland
	7 D
	2
	



	Murphy, Pvt. Nicholas
	23
	Ireland
	7 I
	0
	



	O'Brien, Pvt. F. John
	?
	?
	7 G
	1
	k



	O'Connor, Cpl. Dominick
	29
	Ireland
	7 G
	1
	k



	Page, Sgt. Edward
	?
	?
	2 L
	?
	k



	Payne, Cpl. William H
	27
	Scotland
	7 D
	1
	k







	Name
	age
	birthplace
	unit
	notes



	Pomeroy, Cpl. Noah G
	23
	Winston, NJ
	7 K
	0
	



	Pomeroy, Pvt. William D
	36
	England
	7 F
	2
	k



	Raferty, Sgt. John
	37
	Ft. Hamilton, NY
	7 A
	3
	



	Renz, Pvt. George
	31
	Germany
	7 D
	1
	



	Robbecke, Pvt. Charles A
	25
	Germany
	7 G
	0
	w



	Rodgers, Pvt. Seldom M
	22
	Yontville, IN
	7 I
	0
	



	Rogan, 1 Sgt. Patrick
	30
	Ireland
	7 A
	2
	h



	Sale, Cpl. Robert E
	29
	Nashville, TN
	7 G
	0
	k



	Sanderer, Pvt. George
	29
	Pittsburgh, PA
	7 G
	0
	



	Sanford, Pvt. Joseph
	28
	Canada
	7 K
	0
	A



	Schairer, Pvt. Albert
	28
	Switzerland
	7 F
	0
	



	Schlept, Pvt. George
	?
	?
	2 L
	?
	



	Schohn, Pvt. Antoine
	34
	France
	7 D
	1
	



	Sipfel, Cpl. Christian W
	37
	Germany
	7 A
	1
	



	Smith, Pvt. Alexander A
	?
	?
	2 L
	?
	



	Smith, Pvt. Calvin
	34
	Lancaster, PA
	7 I
	0
	



	Smith, Pvt. George
	31
	Germany
	7 K
	1
	



	Smith, Pvt. John B
	?
	?
	7 A
	?
	k



	Spayd, Cpl. Isaac H
	26
	Lebanon, PA
	7 G
	0
	



	Stillwell, Pvt. William
	24
	Conneautville, PA
	7 D
	0
	



	Stinebaker, Mus. George W
	19
	New York, NY
	7 G
	0
	



	Stinebaker, Mus. Thomas P
	?
	New York, NY
	7 K
	0
	k



	Stortz, 1 Sgt. Frederick
	26
	Rochester, NY
	7 K
	1
	k



	Stretten, Cpl. Michael
	?
	?
	7 K
	?
	



	Stumpf, Pvt. Edward
	30
	Germany
	7 A
	0
	



	Sullivan, Pvt. Martin
	24
	Milwaukee, WI
	7 G
	0
	



	Thompson, Pvt. William
	23
	Pittsburgh, PA
	7 I
	0
	w



	Wachtel, Pvt. Daniel V
	26
	Frederick Co, MD
	7 F
	0
	



	Watson, Sgt. William W
	?
	?
	7 F
	?
	k



	Welch, Pvt. Edward
	25
	England
	7 G
	0
	



	Whalen, Sgt. Patrick
	43
	Ireland
	7 F
	2
	A



	Williams, Pvt. Robert F
	31
	Greene Co, NY
	7 D
	0
	



	Wilson, Sgt. Mildon H
	30
	Huron Co, OH
	7 I
	1
	A h



	Woodward, Pvt. Benjamin F
	36
	Spencer Co, IN
	7 D
	0
	



	Wright, Sgt. William
	34
	Richmond, VA
	7 E*
	0
	w




  
  * Attatched to Co. "D". 0-7 Number of prior enlistments in 7th Infantry. M Mexican War veteran. A Civil War (Army). N Civil War (Navy). h Awarded Congressional Medal of Honor. c Awarded Certificate of Merit. d Deserted Aug. 9, 1877. k Killed. w Wounded.
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    Skull (probably of a soldier) found in the Siege area prior to 1912. Photo by Earle Forrest, an early U.S. Forest Service employee.


  [image: bck_fig_009]

  
    Citizen volunteers present at the Battle of the Big Hole: Samuel O. Chaffin (upper left); Samuel S. Madding (upper right); Myron M Lockwood (center); Millard F. Sherril (lower left); and, Thomas C. Sherrill (lower right). From Contributions to the Historical Society of Montana, Vol. VII, p. 123.

  

   

  APPENDIX D - CIVILIANS


  

	Name
	age
	status
	location
	ref



	Armstrongk, John
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Bakerw, Jacob
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Bear, Jack
	
	Volunteer
	?
	4



	Blodgett, Joseph
	42
	Local guide
	With howitzer
	2,4



	Bostwickk, Henry S.
	
	Army guide
	In the attack
	3,4



	Buck, Amos
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Burch, Vincent
	
	Volunteer
	?
	2,3,4



	Catlin, John B.
	40
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Chaffin, Anthony
	54
	Volunteer
	With wagons
	1,2,3,4



	Chaffin, John S.
	
	Volunteer
	?
	3,4



	Chaffin, Newton J.
	29
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	2,3,4



	Chaffin, Samuel O.
	18
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Chaffin, William
	
	Volunteer
	?
	2,4



	Clark, Oscar
	43
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Cooper, Riley B.
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	3,4



	Davis, Isaac N.
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,4



	Dunham, Samuel
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,3,4



	Edwards, William H.
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Elliottk, Lynde C.
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Gird, August K.
	
	Courier
	At siege area
	3,4



	Hart, Charles B.
	34
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Heldt, Fred
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Herron, Samuel J.
	
	Unofficial
	With wagons
	4



	Hubbard, George
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2



	Hull, Joseph G.
	42
	Volunteer
	With wagons
	1,2,3,4



	Johnson, Luther
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	3,4



	Judd, Oscar
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,4






  

  k Killed. w Wounded.

  
  1 Volunteers from Captain Catlin's Company No. 2, listed by Col. John Gibbon as "Faithful with us to the last" (see letter, Gibbon to Adj. Gen'l., Dept. of Dakota, Sept. 5, 1877; NA, 3464 AGO 1877).


  2 Leeson's History Of Montana (1881), p. 146.


  3 Amos Buck, "Review of the Battle of the Big Hole," in Contributions (1910), p. 122.


  4 Other.


  



  

	Name
	age
	status
	location
	ref



	Kirkendall, Hugh
	
	Wagonmaster
	With wagons
	3,4



	Leiferw, Otto
	37
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Lent, Eugene
	
	Volunteer
	With wagons
	1,2,3,4



	Lockwoodk, Alvin
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Lockwoodw, Myron
	36
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Madding, Samuel S.
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Matt, Pete
	
	Interpreter
	At siege area
	4



	McGilliam, Nelse
	
	Courier
	At siege area
	4



	Miller, John
	
	Wagoner ?
	At siege area
	4



	Mitchell, Alexander E.
	21
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	2,3,4



	Mitchellk, Campbell
	29
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Morrowk, David
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Ryanw, William
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Sherrill, Millard F.
	24
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Sherrill, Thomas C.
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,2,3,4



	Shinn, John
	
	Volunteer
	?
	3,4



	Wade, George
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,3,4



	Wallace, Jerry
	
	Volunteer
	With wagons
	1,2,3,4



	Wilkerson, Barnett H.
	18
	Volunteer
	With wagons
	1,4



	Woodcock, William
	
	Servant
	With howitzer
	4



	Wilson, Harrison
	
	Volunteer
	?
	2,3,4



	Wright, Mike
	
	Volunteer
	In the attack
	1,3,4






 

  k Killed. w Wounded.


  1 Volunteers from Captain Catlin's Company No. 2, listed by Col. John Gibbon as "Faithful with us to the last" (see letter, Gibbon to Adj. Gen'l., Dept. of Dakota, Sept. 5, 1877; NA, 3464 AGO 1877).


  2 Leeson's History Of Montana (1881), p. 146.


  3 Amos Buck, "Review of the Battle of the Big Hole," in Contributions (1910), p. 122.


  4 Other.


  


  

  Pvt. Homer Coon's Map, n. d. 

  
  (opposite page)


  Copy in Big Hole National Battlefield collection, cat. 91, acc. 46.
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  VICINITY MAP


  


  

  1 Wagon park at "Foolhen," or present Placer Creek, whore Hugh Kirkendall corralled his freight vehicles and guarded the horses and mules.


 2 Approximate point on the old emigrant road (2 miles from Placer Creek) where the howitzer crossed Trail Creek through a brushy meadow; probably the same crossing used by Capt. Browning when he brought Kirkendall's wagons forward following the battle (they had to be taken apart and manhandled over the stream). The meadow crossing is about one-half mile.


  3 Foot of Battle Mountain, up which the howitzer was hauled another half mile over the open hillside (diagonally across the contours on a ten percent grade; the sideslope of the ridge measures 30 to 40 percent) to the "Howitzer Pit" location.


  4 "Howitzer Pit" where the gun was put in battery to fire on the Indian encampment 1,200 yards distant. From there it commanded the encampment, which would not have been possible in the timber lower down.


 5 Indian trail at the foot of Battle Mountain, along which Col. Gibbon's soldiers and civilian volunteers formed their line-of-battle prior to the dawn attack on the Indian encampment. This was the "Dry Trail" of the approach march, so-called by the civilians in contradistinction to the emigrant road which was boggy in early summer from the many small drainages crossing it near the mouth of Trail Creek.


  6 The Indian encampment in the dry meadow east of the North Fork of Big Hole River. West of the river, to the foot of Baille Mountain, the ground was a wet meadow cut by old meanders and obstructed by large patches of willow brush. A large swamp around the junction of Ruby and Trail creeks extended up the latter nearly to the brushy meadow where the cannon and wagons were crossed over.


  7 Siege area, where Col. Gibbon's men fortified and stood off the Indians in a "point of timber" on the alluvial fan at the mouth of "Battle Gulch," a dry draw descending from the southeast slope of Battle Mountain.


  8 Where the cannon ball was found embedded in meadow soil near the south end of the Indian encampment. This shell, fired unfused, had failed to explode.


  9 "Twin Trees" sniper position from which an Indian marksman was able to harrass soldiers and civilian volunteers retreating from the Indian encampment.
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  CAMP AREA MAP


  


  

  1 Tipi of Wo-to-len; NE limit of the camp, according to McWhorter.


  1A Two soldiers killed here (Bradley & Morrow?). Some brush remained along the this drain in 1965.

  
  2 Tipi where Yellow Wolf slept unarmed on the night of the attack.

  
  3 Tipi where Rattle-on-Blanket slept unarmed that night.

  
  4 Tipi of Shot-in-head.


  5 Maternity tipi (mother, nurse, and new born baby killed).


  5A Tipi in which two children and a woman were killed.


  6 Je-kam-kun (warrior), wounded.


  6A Red Heart (young warrior) mortally wounded.

  
  7 Tipi of warrior Li-kin-ma.

  
  8 Washout where the wife of Li-kin-ma and four other women were killed.

  
  9 Soldier killed by Li-kin-ma.

  
  9A Soldier killed by Wah-li-tits.


  10 Wah-li-tits and wife killed.


  11 Soldier who killed Wah-li-tits killed by his wife.

  
  12 Black Tail (warrior) wounded.

  
  13 Dead soldier; described by Indians as wearing braid and ornaments (Capt. Logan?).

  
  14 Tipi of Ugly Grizzly Bear Boy.


  15 Tipi of Chief White Bird.


  16 Tipi of Chief Too-hool-hool-zote.

  
  17 Tipi of John Dog (wounded early in the fight).


  18 Tipi of Two Moons (older warrior).


  19 Tipi of Lone Bird (warrior).


  20 Tipi of Na-tal-le-kin (first killed — while going for horses).

  
  21 Tipi of Wah-li-tits.

  
  22 Wat-yet-mas Like-lei-nen killed fighting in front of his tipi (wife killed also).

  
  23 Te-wit-Toi-toi (warrior) killed at his tipi.


  24 Wah-nis-tas Aswet-tesk shot many times while smoking at his tipi.

  
  25 Tipi of Chief Looking Glass.


  26 Tipi of White Bull.

  
  27 Tipi of Chief Nah-tal-e-kin.


  28 Dead Indian boy.


  29 1st Sgt. Frederick Stortz killed (found sitting upright in willows).

     
     30 Cpl. Daniel McCaffry killed.

  
  31 Sgt. Michael Hogan killed.

  
  32 Cpl. Dominic O'Conoor killed.

  
  33 Pvt. Herman Broetz killed.

  
  34 Pvt. Gottleib Mantz killed.

  
  35 Dead Indian woman with live baby (one hand nearly severed).

  
  36 Capt. William Logan killed.

  
  37 White Feather (young woman) shot in shoulder & clubbed in mouth.

  
  38 Dead Indian (old man).

  
  39 Dead Indian girl (child).


  40 Burned tipi.

  
  41 Dead Indian boy (half grown), at water's edge to the west.


  42 Wrecked and partly burned tipi.

  
  43 Tipi of Chief Joseph.


  44 Tipi of Chief Ol-lo-kot.

  
  45 Tipi of Light-in-the-mountain.


  46 Tipi of Black Tail Eagle.

  
  47 Unnamed Indian killed.


  48 Dead Indian boy (half dressed).

  
  49 Five Fogs killed (fighting with a bow and arrows).


  50 Tipi of Five Fogs.

  
  51 Tipi of While Eagle (warrior; wounded, he died 5 days later).

  
  52 Tipi of Coals of Fire (old man; owned fast horses).

  
  53 Tipi of Red Cloud (too old to fight).

  
  54 Tipi of Red Spy (warrior).


  55 SE corner of the camp.


  56 Tipi of Lean Elk, or "Poker Joe."


  57 Tipi where Kit-tel-poos-man (warior) slept unarmed.


  58 Tipi of Che-mih (aged warrior) killed in the fight.


  59 Eastern edge of the camp.


  60 Same.

  
  61 Tipi of Tah-kin-pal-loo (warrior, past 40 snows) killed in battle.

  
  62 Tipi of Black Owl; killed in battle.

  
  63 Dead woman and child in a depression.


  64 Tipi where He-yum-ta-nan-mi (young woman) was killed.

  
  65 Tipi of Ell-is-ya-kon; killed in battle.


  66 Sink where ex-slave "No Feet" (not a Nez Perce) sheltered.


  67 Tipi of Tim-lih-poos-min (warrior) killed in battle.


  68 Ip-nan-ye-ta-ma Lil-pith (young sister of Yellow Wolf) killed.

  
  69 Tok-ta-we-ti-sha (woman) mortally wounded; died two days later.

  
  70 Pit-like depression where children took shelter.

  
  71 Tsi-a-yah (boy) killed.

  
  72 No-beart (boy) killed.

  
  73 Tipi burned; child dial in bedding.

  
  74 Tipi burned; two little boys — Red Thunder & a son of Peo-peo-Tholekt — survived under blankets and a buffalo robe.

  
  75 Pa-tsa-kon-mi (aged woman) killed.

  
  76 Wife of Wat-yet-mas-lik-li-nin killed.

  
  77 Tipi set afire by a soldier.

  
  78 Dead Indian (half-dressed and unarmed).

  
  79 Dead Indian (aged man; unarmed).


  80 Dead Indian, with lifeless child in his arms.

  
  81 Mortally wounded Indian boy; died later on the trail.

  
  82 Gray Eagle (White Feather' father) mortally wounded; died at 2nd camp.

  
  83 Tipi of Ha-hots Tof-nu-kuns, or No Tail Grizzly Bear (warrior).

  
  84 Tipi burned; mother and two children escaped to river.

  
  85A Tipi of buffalo hides; would not burn — wrecked by pulling over.


  85 Tipi partly burned.

  
  86 Tipi wrecked; body of a young Indian girl underneath.

  
  87 Tipi of Wai-nat-ta-ka-kan; killed later in Canada.

  
  88 Dead soldier.

  
  89 Aged Indian man killed.


  90 Half grown Indian girl, wounded and helpless; died on the retreat.

  
  91 Indian and soldier died fighting each other.

  
  92 Captive volunteer killed by Ots-kai.

  
  93 Dead Indian baby and young boy.

  
  94 Dead Indian (old man; not a warrior).

  
  95 Tipi containing five dead women and children.


  96 Tipi burned.

  
  97 Tipi wrecked; dead soldier underneath.


  98 Tipi of White Eagle; wounded in battle.


  99 Tipi of Rainbow; killed in battle.

  
  99A Tipi of Strong Eagle.

  
   99B Tipi of parents of Red-headed Woodpecker (young warrior killed in battle).


  
  100 Tipi of Chief Tok-ka-lik-si-mai (escaped to Canada with White Bird).

  
  101 Soldier killed by Yellow Wolf.


  101A Dead Indian and soldier.

  
  102 Dead Indian.
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  SIEGE AREA MAP


  


  

  4 Rifle pit held by Captain John B. Catlin (volunteer officer).


  6 Rifle pit occupied by two citizen volunteers.


  7 Rifle pit dug by M. F. and T. C. Sherrill, night of Aug. 9 & 10.

  
  8 Where Pakatos (Five Wounds) was killed.

  
  9 A citizen volunteer was slightly wounded here.


  11 Where Tom Sherrill received a bullet through his hat.

  
  12 Location of the Nez Perce memorial made by sculpter Alonzo Lewis and placed in July, 1928, by L. V. McWhorter and Nez Perce survivors.

  
  13 Location of the memorial to Nez Perce noncombatant dead placed by Thain White and a friend at dawn on Aug. 9, 1951.


  14 Location of the six-ton memorial placed by the U. S. Army in 1883 to honor the soliers and civilian volunteers who fought here.


  15 Where T. C. Sherrill cut the boot from the foot of Lt. English.

  
  16 Rifle pit dug by a soldier after he was shot through the breast.

  
  17 Rifle pit of W. H. "Billy" Edwards, who went to Deer Lodge for help.

  
  18 Col. John Gibbon's command post.

  
  20 Rifle pit from which Otto Leifer was reputed to have "killed the Indian who sang his own death chant" (at No. 33); not true.

  
  22 Whore Lt. W. L. English was mortally wounded.

  
  23 Where Sgt. Edward Page, Co. L, 2nd Cav., was killed.

  
  24 Swan Necklace fought from behind a tree at this point (the only one of the three Salmon River murderers to survive this battle).

  
  25 Ten Owl fought from this point; he escaped to Canada from the last battle (Bear Paw) and returned to Lapwai, Idaho.

  
  28 A tree at this point sheltered a shrpshooter, Kool-kool Kah-lou, who was also a "medicine man."


  30 Lean Elk, better known as Poker Joe, fought here. He led the retreat from Big Hole to Cow Island, and died in the Bear Paw battle.


  31 A tree at this point sheltered Peo-peo Tholekt, a battle survivor who helped McWhorter locate significant sites in 1928.


  33 Tims-poos-man fought from behind this boulder, chanting to his Wyakin for help (he was not killed — see No. 20).


  34 Wot-to-len (Hair Combed Over Eyes) fought from behind a log here. He was not made a "good Indian," as claimed, but died in 1928 — age 109.


  35 Where the right elbow of Quilo-ish-kish was shattered in the attempt to rescue the body of Sarp-sis; he escaped to Canada.


  36 Where We-weet-sa, or Log, was wounded in the left collarbone in the attempt to rescue the body of Sarp-sis.


  37 A stump at this point sheltered Bald Head (lost his hair to a cannon shot in earlier fighting); he surrendered with Chief Joseph.


  38 Where Peo-peo Tholekt and Sarp-ais fought behind a tree barricaded with timber until the latter received his death wound.

  
  39 Red Spy did sharpshooting from a tree at this point following capture of the howitzer, where he killed Cpl. Sale.

  
  40 Where Strong Eagle was wounded while attempting to carry Sarp-sis out of danger. He participated in every battle and escaped to Canada.

  
  41 Bighorn Bow, a strong and brave young man, dragged the body of Sarp-sis to this point, from which it could be taken away.


  42 Another place where Raven Spy fought.

  
  43 Bow and Arrow Case fought here. He died at Nespelem in the thirties.

  
  44 A tree which is no longer here sheltered Going Alone.

  
  45 Chief Ol-lo-kot, Joseph's younger brother and leader of the young men, fought from behind a tree that stood here.


  46 Two Flocks Lighting on Water, the only member of Joseph's band to take part in the Salmon River forays, fought from a tree at this place.


  47 Two Moons sheltered under the lip of the bench here; he escaped to Canada and joined Sitting Bull, later returning to Idaho.


  48 As a miner, Luther Johnson dug this prospect hole ten years before the battle; he and two others sheltered in it during the fight.


  49 A citizen volunteer and several soldiers held this position,


  50 Myron Lockwood, a citizen volunteer, was seriously wounded in the hip behind a rock barricade in this draw.


  51 Lynde Elliott, another citizen volunteer, was killed in that place at the same time, and was buried temporarily at the cross down the draw.


  M-108, M-109, 115-A, M-132, M-133 & M137,


  Trees sheltering unknown Nez Perce marksmen.


  M-122:


  A, small boulder from which an unknown Nez Perce fought.
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