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Introduction

Welcome to Racing Legends – the must-have book for young fans of Formula 1 racing!

From the very first Grand Prix winner to the latest stars on the track, we look at 50 of 

the best Formula 1 drivers of all time. And with the first Grand Prix held in 1950, there 

are plenty of legends to choose from!

You’ll find out all you need to know about the drivers we have picked for our list – 

their personality, style of driving and achievements on the track, with everything 

backed up by a full set of career stats, including race wins, podiums, pole positions, 

best circuits and so much more.  

So whether it’s Formula 1’s first winner Giuseppe Farina, the mercurial James Hunt 

and Ayrton Senna, or methodical geniuses such as Alain Prost and Niki Lauda, you’ll 

get the full lowdown to compare drivers from different eras and decide who gets on 

your Greatest Of All Time list. 

In fact, with so much information and data at your fingertips, why not compare 

the numbers and decide who would make your dream Grand Prix line-up? Can you 

possibly imagine who might win that race?

And that’s not all...

...we’ll take you through the science of a Formula 1 car offering you an insight into 

what makes them so fast, introduce you to the rising stars of the sport and give you 

the facts, figures and designs of the Formula 1’s top five circuits, which have become 

legendary for producing high-octane racing over the years.

And before you cross the finish line, you’ll find out how you could become the next 

champion driver with our tips and pathway to Formula 1.  

Racing Legends

   puts you on pole. Now it’s up to you to take the chequered flag!

Great Britain’s Damon Hill 

in the cockpit of his Williams 

car ahead of the 1996 Grand 

Prix at Silverstone.
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FORMULA 1 Drivers’ honours 

 

Since the first Formula 1 World Championship in 1950, 34 different drivers and 15 constructors have 

been crowned world champions. Although 15 drivers have managed to win the title multiple times, only 

nine drivers have won the sport’s ultimate prize with different constructors. 

Year   DRIVERS’ Champion  constructors’ champion

2025  Lando NORRIS McLaren–Mercedes

2024 Max VERSTAPPEN Red Bull–Honda

2023 Max VERSTAPPEN Red Bull–Honda

2022 Max VERSTAPPEN  Red Bull

2021  Max VERSTAPPEN Red Bull–Honda

2020  Lewis HAMILTON  Mercedes

2019 Lewis HAMILTON Mercedes

2018  Lewis HAMILTON Mercedes

2017  Lewis HAMILTON Mercedes

2016  Nico ROSBERG Mercedes

2015 Lewis HAMILTON Mercedes

2014 Lewis HAMILTON Mercedes

2013  Sebastian VETTEL Red Bull–Renault

2012    Sebastian VETTEL Red Bull–Renault

2011 Sebastian VETTEL Red Bull–Renault

2010 Sebastian VETTEL Red Bull–Renault

2009 Jenson BUTTON Brawn–Mercedes

2008 Lewis HAMILTON  McLaren–Mercedes

2007 Kimi RÄIKKÖNEN Ferrari

2006 Fernando ALONSO Renault

2005 Fernando ALONSO Renault

2004 Michael SCHUMACHER Ferrari

2003 Michael SCHUMACHER Ferrari

2002 Michael SCHUMACHER Ferrari

2001 Michael SCHUMACHER Ferrari

2000 Michael SCHUMACHER Ferrari

1999 Mika HÄKKINEN McLaren–Mercedes

1998 Mika HÄKKINEN McLaren–Mercedes

1997 Jacques VILLENEUVE Williams–Renault

1996 Damon HILL Williams–Renault

1995 Michael SCHUMACHER Benetton–Renault

1994 Michael SCHUMACHER Benetton–Ford

1993 Alain PROST Williams–Renault
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1992 Nigel MANSELL Williams–Renault

1991 Ayrton SENNA McLaren–Honda

1990 Ayrton SENNA McLaren–Honda

1989 Alain PROST McLaren–Honda

1988 Ayrton SENNA McLaren–Honda

1987 Nelson PIQUET Williams–Honda

1986 Alain PROST McLaren–TAG/Porsche

1985 Alain PROST McLaren–TAG/Porsche

1984 Niki LAUDA McLaren–TAG/Porsche

1983 Nelson PIQUET Brabham–BMW

1982 Keke ROSBERG Williams–Ford/Cosworth

1981 Nelson PIQUET Brabham–Ford/Cosworth

1980 Alan JONES Williams–Ford/Cosworth

1979 Jody SCHECKTER Ferrari

1978 Mario ANDRETTI Lotus–Ford/Cosworth

1977 Niki LAUDA Ferrari

1976 James HUNT McLaren–Ford/Cosworth

1975 Niki LAUDA Ferrari

1974 Emerson FITTIPALDI McLaren–Ford/Cosworth

1973 Jackie STEWART Tyrrell–Ford/Cosworth

1972 Emerson FITTIPALDI Lotus–Ford/Cosworth

1971 Jackie STEWART Tyrrell–Ford/Cosworth

1970 Jochen RINDT  Lotus–Ford/Cosworth

1969 Jackie STEWART Matra–Ford/Cosworth

1968 Graham HILL Lotus–Ford/Cosworth

1967 Denny HULME Brabham–Repco

1966 Jack BRABHAM Brabham–Repco

1965 Jim CLARK Lotus–Climax

1964 John SURTEES Ferrari

1963 Jim CLARK Lotus–Climax

1962 Graham HILL BRM

1961 Phil HILL Ferrari

1960 Jack BRABHAM Cooper–Climax

1959 Jack BRABHAM Cooper–Climax

1958 Mike HAWTHORN Ferrari

1957 Juan Manuel FANGIO Maserati

1956 Juan Manuel FANGIO Ferrari

1955 Juan Manuel FANGIO Mercedes

1954 Juan Manuel FANGIO Maserati, Mercedes

1953 Alberto ASCARI Ferrari

1952 Alberto ASCARI Ferrari

1951 Juan Manuel FANGIO Alfa Romeo

1950 Giuseppe ‘Nino’ FARINA Alfa Romeo
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ABOUT THE CAR

What is the science behind a Formula 1 racecar? To learn some of the secrets of 

these super speed machines, we must take a closer look at what the car is made 

of, its design and the specific parts of the car.

Michael Schumacher 

driving the Scuderia Ferrari  

championship-winning 

model F2003-GA in 2003.
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