

 CHAPTER ONE


  The Legend


  Patton. The name says it all. Audacious. Flamboyant. Brave. Victorious. Tough. Single-minded. Heroic. These—along with brilliant, bold, and defiant—are but a few accurate descriptions of the man who perfected U.S. armored warfare and became America’s best-known military leader.


  A man of destiny. He was also privileged, arrogant, egomaniacal, profane, quick-tempered, and racist, all while he fought to master his two main personal challenges: a weak voice and dyslexia. True to character, he turned both distractions to his benefit. He cloaked his scrawny voice in epic speeches that inspired his troops, and he concentrated on conquering the difficult learning and writing tasks in order to maintain dairies and write multitudes of letters for his entire life, accomplishments that augment the telling of his life’s story even until today.


  Thus, Patton learned early to convert adversarial situations into inordinate opportunities. Other American heroes—Washington, Jackson, Grant, Marshall, Eisenhower—also served bravely in the military and rose in the ranks to great acclaim. Yet, for most of the best-known, their lasting reputations are the result of accomplishments achieved after leaving behind their uniforms. Patton stands alone as a great American leader known singularly for his military prowess, rivaled only by John J. “Black Jack” Pershing, who was, in fact, his mentor and most influential role model.


  Had Lieutenant George S. Patton not served with Pershing on the southern border during the Mexican Expedition of 1916, there might never have been a General George S. Patton to take the world by storm as a notoriously bold leader and daring commander of the U.S. armored forces during World War II a quarter of a century later. But Patton did participate in the mission to Mexico as part of the Punitive Expedition, serving as aide-de-camp for Pershing. In that position, he understudied leadership techniques from the man who would become the senior American commander in World War I.


  As Pershing’s aide, Patton came into contact with almost every important senior officer of the period, officers who had experienced the Indian Wars, fought in Cuba, and put down the Philippine Insurrection. Of equal significance, he was exposed to the latest technical advances that were about to be applied to modern warfare. Because he was there, Patton grasped the advantages of motorized vehicles over horses for moving men and supplies, he benefited from intelligence gathered by some of the first military aerial reconnaissance, and he personally wrestled with setting up early wireless radio equipment that would change the way the military communicated. For Patton, the Expedition was all about learning how to integrate new technology—automobiles, planes, and radio waves—into logistics and military operations.


  This service on the border formed Patton’s vision of why and how to convert troops of cavalry-mounted soldiers into battalions of armored tanks and other mechanical vehicles. This vision ultimately transformed modern warfare and set the stage for America to be prepared to face the Axis powers when needed. The Punitive Expedition into Mexico also presented Patton with his first confrontation with an armed enemy. When faced with belligerent Mexicans, Patton charged, wielding his pistol skills to slay two of Pancho Villa’s bandits.


  This daring action brought Patton to the attention of the press again. While he had enjoyed publicity as an army Olympian athlete before the Expedition, it was in Mexico that Patton discovered not only how much he liked the media attention but also how to manipulate events to get more of it. It was in the Mexican desert that he developed that growing affinity for fame into the art of self-promotion.


  Another facet of Patton’s development as a soldier that is often overlooked was that field operations of the Expedition exposed the twenty-nine-year-old lieutenant to real physical hardships for the first time in his life. Having grown up in affluence and all creature comforts, Patton had to adjust to primitive settings in the desert in all seasons. He had to sleep on the ground, endure inclement weather without shelter at times, push automobiles out of mud puddles—all the while running menial errands for General Pershing.


  It was all these factors—his belief in his own destiny, his introduction to influential leaders and innovations, his reintroduction to the media, and his personal hardships—that shaped and informed the young soldier in his formative ranks. They made the man.

  




 CHAPTER TWO


  Patton’s Boyhood


  In a notebook begun in 1913, George S. Patton Jr. wrote, “I was born on the eleventh of November 1885 in my family house in San Gabriel, California. I was born in the same room in which my mother had been born.”


  On his arrival, George Patton entered the world of wealth and privilege of a family who combined the Southern tradition of military service with the enterprising spirit of Western pioneers. His was a story of influential “begats” that could rival the book of Genesis, an analogy he would find fitting, for he saw himself as the product of prominent ancestry and the vessel of greatness yet to come.


  Indeed, the family was affluent when the future general arrived, but such status had not always been the case. The first Patton in America arrived from Scotland and landed in Virginia in 1770 as an indentured servant bound to the Scottish merchant magnate William Cunninghame of Fredericksburg. Robert Paton (who later added a second t to his name) marketed various goods, including wine, coal, salt, coffee, and sugar, on his own after he completed his servitude, becoming a successful merchant in his own right. During the American Revolutionary War, he continued with his business activities with no apparent loyalties to either the Tories or the rebels.


  In 1792, Robert married Anne Gordon Mercer, daughter of Brigadier General Hugh Mercer, who served in the French and Indian War before being mortally wounded in the Battle of Princeton during the Revolution. Anne Patton gave birth to seven children, including John Mercer Patton, who practiced law and engaged in Virginia politics. John’s marriage to Margaret French Williams, in turn, produced twelve children, including nine sons. One of these boys, George Smith Patton, born in 1833, attended the Virginia Military Institute and then taught school for two years before joining his father John’s law practice.


  The bloodline thickened when this first George Patton married Susan Thornton Glassell—who claimed a lineage that included George Washington, English and French nobility, and at least sixteen signers of the Magna Carta. From the 1855 marriage, they produced four children, including the future General Patton’s father, George William Patton, born in 1856. The family settled in Charleston in what is now the state of West Virginia.


  At the outbreak of the Civil War, the senior Patton joined seven of his brothers in the ranks of the Confederate army. One of the brothers, Tazewell, was wounded first at the Second Battle of Bull Run in August 1862 and then again in Pickett’s Charge at the Battle of Gettysburg in July 1863. George Patton fell mortally wounded at the Third Battle of Winchester on September 19, 1863. His mother, Margaret French Patton, supposedly remained stoic despite the loss of her sons. The first time she cried was when still another son was wounded in battle. According to family remembrances, she cried not for his wounds but “because she had no more boys to send to fight the Yankees.”


  After the death of her husband George, Susan Glassell Patton moved her family of four children in with her brother William, who was a Confederate navy veteran. A year after the war concluded, Susan sailed with her brood for California, where they briefly lived with another brother, Andrew, whom family lore describes as “a man of means.” The widow then set up her own household in a small adobe house by teaching school while her son George helped support the family by cleaning the schoolhouse and a local church. According to his son, George “developed an intense aversion to poverty.”


  In 1870, Susan married George Hugh Smith, a cousin and VMI classmate of her late husband. Smith, a Civil War veteran, was such a devoted husband and father that George William Patton changed his name to George Smith Patton Jr. to honor his stepfather.


  When it was time for his university education, George Patton returned to Virginia, where he graduated with the class of 1877 from VMI. He remained there for a year as a French instructor, but he apparently found himself craving a more adventurous life and was in the process of seeking a commission in a British-led Egyptian mercenary army when he learned his mother was dying of cancer. He returned home.


  Back in Southern California, George Smith Patton studied law under his stepfather and became involved in politics. While his education and position as an attorney afforded him some social distinction, he remained far from wealthy. This changed on December 28, 1884, when he married Ruth Wilson, daughter of Benjamin D. Wilson and Margaret Short Hereford.


  Benjamin Wilson, Ruth’s father and a Tennessee native who as a teenager had gone to South California in 1841, was one of the first Anglo-American settlers. Because Wilson’s own father had fought as a major in the Revolutionary War, it is not surprising that his son Ben joined the local California militia to fight the Indians and Mexican bandits in order to establish a general store and a cattle ranch. In between the sporadic clashes, the young Wilson acquired additional properties, eventually owning land where Westwood, San Gabriel, San Marino, and Pasadena would one day be built. In addition to being a merchant and rancher, Wilson was an innovator, bringing orange groves and vineyards to Southern California and using wood gathered from a nearby mountain—later named Mount Wilson in his honor—for the construction of orange crates and wine barrels.


  In 1854, Don Benito Wilson, as he was locally known, purchased 128 acres in what would become San Marino and built a lavish, two-story adobe mansion with a tile roof overlooking a lake. Construction of the estate structures, complete with an elaborate wine cellar, cost an exorbitant $20,000. Don Benito surrounded the house with vineyards and citrus trees and called it Lake Vineyard.


  Wilson had first married Ramona Yorba, the daughter of a wealthy Mexican landowner, in 1844. After Ramona died in 1849, he married Margaret Short Hereford, a widow from Virginia, four years later. The latter union produced two daughters, Annie and Ruth. Don Benito, who died in March 1878, did not live to see his daughter Ruth marry George Smith Patton or celebrate the birth of his grandson George Smith Patton Jr., the second Patton to be so named as Junior.


  George Smith Patton and Ruth Wilson Patton made a powerful couple. She brought the wealth and social prestige of the founding California Anglos while George contributed vestiges of the Old South aristocracy. The heritage and assets of Ruth Wilson Patton would be just as instrumental in shaping her son as was the lineage of the Pattons’ military service. Their marriage melded peaches and magnolia blossoms with oranges and palm trees.


  Thus, George S. Patton Jr., known to his family as Georgie or simply as “the boy,” grew up in Lake Vineyard, an experience about which he later wrote, “We never wanted a thing we did not get.” He spent his time hunting, fishing, and exploring his family’s vast holdings, which included not only the family estate at Lake Vineyard but also a vacation home on Santa Catalina Island. In keeping with the Pattons’ strong emphasis on traditions, George Jr. learned to ride horseback in the McClellan saddle on which his grandfather had been killed in the Civil War. Patton described it in his journal, writing, “[O]n the pommel was a stain which I thought was his blood. Papa had also learned on this saddle.”


  The saddle was but a part of the great influence the Civil War and its veterans had on young George. Steel engravings of Robert E. Lee and “Stonewall” Jackson hung prominently on the walls of the family home. His daughter Ruth Ellen later wrote, “Until he was 15 years old, my father thought those steel engravings were of God and Jesus Christ.” She also noted:



   The Civil War stories he heard right from the men who had fought in it: his step-grandfather, Colonel Smith, and the Confederate guerilla, J. S. Mosby, who migrated to California and was practically supported, in his old age, by the Pattons. Georgie lived and played in the company of heroes, dead and alive.




  Another strong influence was his sister Anne, known to family and friends as Nita, who was born in 1887 when George was two. The brother and sister were close for all their lives, both benefiting from the strong hold of familial bonding that included their father’s active participation in their childhoods. The younger George later recorded that his father read aloud to them the Iliad and the Odyssey while their mother traveled back east in 1892.


  The Pattons homeschooled George Jr. until age eleven, when they enrolled him in the Classical School for Boys in Pasadena headed by Stephen C. Clark. Over the next six years, Clark and his faculty became the first major influencers on the young Patton outside his family. Included in the curriculum were the standard reading, writing, and arithmetic along with ancient and modern history. Patton particularly liked his history classes, especially the study of the military operations of the Persians, Greeks, and Romans. He closely studied and admired the careers of Julius Caesar and Alexander the Great.


  Patton was well behaved in school and enjoyed learning. However, he had difficulties in the classroom due to dyslexia—a condition not defined until 1896 and little known in the United States until the 1920s. It was generally defined as a learning disorder marked by the mental reversal of letters and numbers, resulting in difficulties in reading and writing and, in Patton’s case, mood swings, hyperactivity, and boastfulness. Despite his disability, Patton studied hard and eventually loved to read—especially stories of warfare and military leaders.


  In the summer of 1902, the Patton family retreated to their vacation home on Catalina Island. There, on August 26, the seventeen-year-old George met sixteen-year-old Beatrice Banning Ayer, who, along with her family, had come west for the season on their private railcar. Beatrice—heir to a multimillion-dollar New England textile industry conglomerate established by her father, Frederick, and daughter of Ellen Barrows Banning, an actress Ayer married in 1883 after his first wife died of cancer in 1878—brought with her the lineage of the influential Southern California Bannings. She was also a distant relation to George’s father’s half-sister.


  Initially, George was impressed with neither Beatrice’s family tree nor her manner of “Belle of Boston” dress. By summer’s end, however, the two had developed a deep affection that they continued by mail over the following years. Beatrice would remain the principal female influence on the future general for the remainder of his life.


  In addition to courting Beatrice during the summer of 1902, George was considering his future and which profession he should pursue. With his family’s wealth and influence, he could have chosen any career, but no one was surprised when he declared his desire to become a professional soldier. The Patton tradition of serving in uniform, combined with his interest in military history and great leaders, culminated in his plan to become a regular army officer.


  A regular army commission, however, was not easily attained regardless of wealth and influence because the small army relied primarily on the United States Military Academy at West Point to supply its officers. Reserve commissions could be more readily acquired, but they did not guarantee a career track.


  George’s father supported his son’s choice by pursuing an appointment to the Academy from California U.S. senator Thomas R. Bard. While Patton and Bard differed in their politics, the senator recognized the power and influence of George’s family—especially when he began receiving letters supporting an appointment from many prominent Californians—but, unfortunately, Bard had already made his selection for 1903. He could only promise that he would strongly consider George in 1904.


  Neither son nor father intended to wait for a possible appointment. Despite his learning disability, George studied for and scored well enough on his entrance exams to be accepted to Princeton University. Meanwhile, his father contacted a cousin who was a modern language professor and commandant of cadets at the University of Arizona to ask whether he could expedite George’s admission to the Academy. Failing all else, the senior Patton believed he could get his son into his and his family’s old alma mater, the Virginia Military Institute (VMI), from which a regular army commission might be secured. More important, being enrolled at VMI would greatly increase George’s chances of being accepted to West Point.


  George agreed with his father that VMI was the best course of action, and he spent much of the summer of 1903 at Lake Vineyard and Catalina studying to prepare himself for college. His normal self-confidence prevailed, though he did experience self-doubts that he recalled in a letter written in 1927 when he stated, “Just before I went away to the VMI I was walking with Uncle Andrew Glassell and told him that I feared that I might be cowardly. He told me that no Patton could be a coward. He was a most reckless man. I told this to Papa and he said that while ages of gentility might make a man of my breeding reluctant to engage in a fist fight, the same breeding made him perfectly willing to face death from weapons with a smile. I think that this is true.”


  In September 1903, George departed Lake Vineyard by rail for Virginia accompanied by his parents, sister, and aunt. In 1927, he recalled the ending, writing, “Papa went with me to report. The First Captain, [Reuben] Ragland, was in the room on the left of the sally port which had been Papa’s when he was Sergeant Major. When I signed up Ragland said, ‘Of course you realize Mr. Patton that now your son is a cadet he cannot leave the grounds.’ Papa said, ‘Of course.’ I never felt lower in my life.”


  What George was experiencing was the culture shock from having left his familiar pastoral Southern California orchards and vineyards behind to step into a world best described thirty-five years later by the opening words of David O. Selznick’s 1939 epic rendition of Margaret Mitchell’s masterful novel Gone with the Wind: “There was a land of cavaliers and cotton fields called the Old South. Here in this pretty world gallantry took its last bow.” Its voice-over concluded, “Look for it only in books for it is no more than a dream remembered. A civilization gone with the wind.”


  The civilization may have been “gone with wind,” but many of the deeply instilled traditions and customs of that Old South lived on at the Virginia Military Institute, founded in 1839, which saw 92 percent of its graduates fight in the Civil War. One of the war’s most famous officers, Confederate general Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, who actually graduated from West Point in 1846, taught at VMI from 1851 until 1861 before he joined the rebel army and marched off to glory. VMI would forever claim him as one of their own.


  The Institute’s proudest moment came when the entire Corps of Cadets left their classrooms on May 15, 1864, to reinforce Confederate forces at the Battle of New Market. Nearly a quarter of the students fell wounded or dead in the fight. By the time Patton arrived at the Lexington campus, the tradition of annually honoring the occasion on “New Market Day” was well established—a ceremony that included the roll call of each dead cadet’s name and the “died on the field of battle” accounting by a current cadet.


  Such was the world in which the young Patton found himself. Although a Californian by birth, he was a Virginian by family heritage, and so he now turned to that background to lead his way through the maze in which entering cadets, known as “rats,” faced harsh discipline, difficult classes, long drills, and general hazing by upperclassmen. Patton adapted well, quickly feeling comfortable with his fellow classmates whom he found to be mostly sons of former graduates and “Southern gentlemen.” He proudly noted in his remembrances of the time that, when he reported for uniform fittings, the school tailor informed him that his measurements were identical to those on file for his father and grandfather.


  Patton gave his all at VMI. He performed adequately in the classroom despite his struggles with dyslexia. He went out for the football team, an effort where he found himself, according to his later writings, “probably the world’s worst football player, but I did begin to inherit there—or one might say ‘inhale’ the fighting spirit of that great institution.”


  While George endured the challenges of being a “rat” at VMI, his father continued his efforts to secure an appointment to West Point for his son. On March 4, 1904, he received a telegram from Senator Bard stating, “I have today nominated your son as principal to West Point.”


  George welcomed the news despite the additional hazing he received from his upperclassmen when they learned of his appointment. Undeterred, he spent much of his final weeks at VMI touring and studying the Civil War battles of the Shenandoah Valley. Before departing Virginia for New York and West Point, Patton wrote Senator Bard, “I hope that I shall be able to maintain the reputation of California and by my conduct there repay you at least in some small measure for your goodness in appointing me.”


  Cadet George S. Patton Jr. reported to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point on June 16, 1904, where over the next several weeks he participated in “Plebe Camp,” later known as “Beast Barracks” for its hardships, discipline, and out-and-out hazing. With his experiences as a “rat” at VMI, Patton had no difficulties enduring the challenges, and, in a letter to his mother dated June 21, he wrote, “West Point is pretty nice and so far I have been treated a lot better than at VMI.”


  He also wrote to his father about his initial reactions to life at the Academy. Despite his appreciation for his VMI experience, Patton wrote on July 17 that he somewhat regretted attending the Institute because “two rat years in succession are very depressing.”


  A week later in a second letter to his father, assessing his Academy brothers with his typical elitist bias, he wrote, “Most of the men here are nice fellows but very few indeed are born gentlemen; in fact, the only ones of that type are Southerners.”


  Just after completing Plebe Camp and beginning regular classes, Patton again wrote to his father, saying, “When you get this letter, it will have been just a little over a year . . . since I started to learn the profession of killing my brothers. . . . And in this year of contact with the world my respect for man has dwindled instead of increasing. For even among the best and the best are I take it those who devote themselves to the service to Mars, there is not the self-sacrificing love of fame or self-denying selfishness which I feel and which I had expected in others but rather a languid lassitude careless indifference or hazy uncertainty not becoming in my estimation a soldier or a man. But let this be: the fewer of the species there are for the greater is its individual worth. And if my nature proves incapable of the task I have set myself, or if the opportunity never comes I can at least die happy in my own vanity knowing that I stood alone and that alone I fell.”


  Of all of Patton’s early letters and notebooks, this entry best fore-shadows the future general’s ideas of being a military leader. Although his messages were somewhat morose, he nevertheless concluded, “In spite of this letter I am quite well and happy.”


  In other early correspondence from West Point, Patton revealed three things that were important personal characteristics then and would continue to be so in his future. First, he cared deeply about the impressions his appearance made. At the Academy, he was so enamored with the quality of the West Point uniforms that he ordered additional ones at his own expense. He later wrote his father, “I got a new blouse and dress coat so I will always be the spooniest [best-dressed] man in my class even if I do have to spend an hour pressing my trousers.”


  Second, Patton exhibited the affinity for expressing opinions publicly that were better kept private. In a letter to his father on July 3, 1904, he wrote that he had been “catching a great deal of hell lately because in an unguarded moment I said that we braced harder at VMI than here. All the Corps have been trying to show me my error and they have succeeded.”


  Third, Patton honed his own personal traits to conform with what he thought were the characteristics of a strong military leader. He adopted an all-but-permanent facial scowl to look fierce, he generously laced his speech with profanities for their shock effect, and he became autocratic in his demands of others.


  Patton excelled in his military subjects, as might be expected, but he continued to struggle with his academic courses. His excellence with the sword in his fencing class could not compensate for the problems his dyslexia caused him in French and mathematics. Long hours of studying and memorization could not overcome his learning disability. Patton wrote his father on June 12, 1905, “Did not pass math turned back to next class.”


  “Turned back” was much better news than “turned out,” as the former meant that, although he would have to repeat his plebe year academics, he would not be dismissed from the Academy. Signing Patton’s paperwork for the “turn back” was Lieutenant Colonel Robert L. Howze, commandant of cadets and future commander in the Eleventh Cavalry Regiment during the Punitive Expedition that would so pivotally impact Patton.


  With this turn of events, Patton became a cadet-without-a-class for all practical purposes, a situation that would taint his relationships both at West Point and throughout his career because traditionally a cadet’s closest friends for life are those with whom he bonds during those critical four years. Academically, Patton would have to repeat all the first-year classes with the incoming plebes during his second year at the Academy, though he would not have to endure a second round of the harassment and hazing with them. The result was that the young men who had entered the Academy with Patton would graduate a year earlier than he did, and the class of plebes with whom he shared his repeated first-year classes never accepted him as one of their own, viewing him instead as some kind of hybrid upperclassman who did not share their particular hardships and hazing. As a result, Patton had few good friends at West Point. His most constant companions were the several cadets, including Henry Ayers, who had also attended VMI. Even among them, Patton found rifts. He and Ayers often disagreed on many subjects, and, on occasion, their arguments even came to physical blows.


  When Patton returned to West Point in the fall of 1905 to repeat his first-year academics, he brought with him a notebook in which he recorded his thoughts for his remaining years at the Academy. “Do your damnedest always” was his first entry.


  The diary served as a surrogate friend with which Patton presided over one-sided conversations with himself as he wrote his thoughts. One such observation, written in the early months of his second year, reads, “It is better to live in the limelight a year than in the wings forever. Fame never found a man who waited to be found. Do everything possible to attract attention. Always be very neat and when you get new clothes let everyone know it.”


  Despite his academic and social challenges, Patton was undeterred. He committed to improving himself physically by joining the football team only to find his abilities could take him no further than the third string. Even then, his propensity for accidents and injuries would lead him to a dislocated right arm, which ensured he remained on the bench.


  Whether it was through sheer determination or incredible arrogance—or a combination of the two—Patton tamed his academic demons sufficiently to put himself in the top third of his class by the end of his second year. More important to the future general, though, was that on June 13, 1906, he received promotion from private to second corporal, meaning only one cadet in his 1909 class exceeded his military appearance and conduct.


  As second corporal, Patton had a leadership role in Plebe Camp the following summer. At the conclusion of training, however, Patton’s superiors reduced him from second corporal to sixth corporal. In a letter to Beatrice he wrote, “Why I don’t know unless I was too d------ military. For I certainly am the only man who can march this class.”


  The demotion was but a symptom of the situation Patton created in his efforts to project himself as the stern, exemplary military cadet he had envisioned for the role. What Patton did not include in that letter to Beatrice was that he had developed a reputation for severe hazing and excessive demands of the plebes and that he had several disagreements with his fellow classmates. When Patton had formally become an upper-classman after repeating his plebe year, his classmates acknowledged his overall military dress and bearing, but they simultaneously labeled him a “quilloid” for his demands for perfection and hazing of plebes, as well as his being a “bootlicker” constantly seeking favor from his superior officers. He further eroded his popularity by frequently and openly stating that he intended to become a general, a common goal of cadets but one that was to remain unspoken.


  Nevertheless, neither his rank reduction nor his lack of social acceptance dented Patton’s determination or ambitions for future Corps and army leadership positions. “I think there must be destiny,” he wrote in his notebook.


  From the moment Patton decided on a military career, he had been seeking the assistance of anyone who could advance his objective to achieve his perceived destiny. Everything he did was to that end, including within his family. He had, of course, relied on his father’s influence to secure an appointment to West Point and to curry favor with the staff after he entered the Corps of Cadets. In an April 29, 1905, letter to his father prior to the senior’s impending visit, the relentless son reminded his father not to “forget to cultivate the Tacs [U.S. Army tactical officers who supervised the Corps and taught military subjects].” Such was the support through personal relationships Patton exercised for the remainder of his life.


  With his class now having only 114 members, Patton remained in the middle academically while continuing to excel in all matters military. He easily advanced to his third year and, just before departing for summer leave in California, was informed that he had been promoted to cadet sergeant major.


  Back home he enjoyed the social activities opened to him by virtue of his family status. He also would write in a 1927 essay that “we bought a White Streak Buick and drove quite a lot.”


  At the end of the summer, after a ten-day stay with Beatrice’s family in Massachusetts, Patton returned to West Point, where he reveled in his position as cadet sergeant major, solidifying his beliefs and disciplining his own personal conduct. In his notebook he wrote, “Never, never, never stop being ambitious . . . you have but one life, live it to the full glory . . . nothing is too small to do to win.” Later he added, “Never stop until you have gained the top or the grave.”


  The year passed fairly uneventfully for Patton, with much of his journal writings focused on concern about what rank he would attain for his First Class and final year. With his mid-level academic ranking, the cadet captain positions were not available to him, but promotion to lieutenant and adjutant of the cadet battalion remained within his reach.


  While Patton continued to write in his notebook and in letters to his parents and to Beatrice about his ambitions, he included little information on what influences he experienced from his fellow cadets, Tac officers, and academic instructors. These men, as individuals and as a group, must have contributed to the ideas and psychic of the future general; however, he wrote only of his own thoughts and analysis.


  One characteristic that Patton’s writings—journal and letters—exposed was his prejudice toward minorities that were typical of White Americans, military and civilian, of the time. These were prejudices against Blacks and Jews that he would obliviously but firmly hold for the rest of his life. In a letter to Beatrice on February 22, 1908, he described a horsemanship exercise in jumping obstacles: “Four of us succeeded in clearing four feet eight and could have gone higher but they made us stop. Each man had a nigger soldier to hold his horse. My nigger was named Lee, he was the blackest thing you can imagine but a very good orderly.”


  At year’s end, Patton happily learned that he had been successful in his pursuit of the adjutant position. After home leave, he returned to the Academy to take center stage before the Cadet Corps as he read daily orders and formed the battalion for his cadet captain. He wrote Beatrice about changing uniforms as many as fifteen times a day to always appear sharp and clean. Along with his Corps duties and academic challenges, Patton practiced on the rifle range to improve his marksmanship and competed in fencing to sharpen his skills. He also joined the cadet polo team, discovering firsthand how this sport could give him an automatic entry into the elite world of senior officers and high-ranking civilians. Despite suffering a small bone fracture in his left arm that put him on the sidelines for five weeks and prevented his making the team, Patton learned the value of polo.


  As he had
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