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Greg fell through the old rotted wood landing hard on his shoulder. The floor was covered with dust, the hard floor did not give under his weight. He rolled over looking dazed feeling the pain surge through his body. His eyes focused as he looked up through the hole he had fallen through seeing two heads leaning over the mound of dirt looking down at him. 

“Are you ok,” he heard Halik yell?”

Greg rolled over going to one knee. His shoulder hurt, but other than that he felt okay. He looked up, “I’m alright. Just my pride hurt.”

Greg looked around seeing his hard hat laying a few feet away. He walked to it bending over feeling light headed as he picked up the helmet. He turned on the light strapped to the front. He looked in awe seeing the domicile which looked to be in good shape. His excitement grew as he saw furniture, and other items sitting as if it had just been left. He looked up seeing Halik coming down the rope. When his feet were firmly on the floor he stared in disbelief, and excitement. He looked at Greg. 

“It’s, Its...” He stopped talking as he looked at the room. 

Greg smiled as he reached out, removing  his radio. He took a deep breath, trying to control his emotions as he switched on the radio.

“Base camp we have found something, advise Doctor Hammond with team respond immediately.”

“What have you found?”
“A domicile, intact!”
There was a pause then another voice came across the radio.

“Greg, turn on your video.” 

“It was Doctor Hammond, who normally was in control of his emotions, he was excited. 

Greg switchen on the video with the powerful light. All those at the base camp looked on in anticipation. Greg walked a few feet showing a table which was wood. Six chairs were sitting around it. Behind the table stood a large wooden cupboard with doors, and glass still intact. Dishes could be seen through the dusty glass. A thick layer of dust was on the furniture, but it appeared to be in good condition. Greg turned as the video showed chairs sitting in the living room. Dr. Hammond gasped as he saw it was undisturbed. He could see the overstuffed chairs called recliners, a large couch, a rocking chair, and a television sitting in a large wooden case. 

The bedrooms had beds, and wooden furniture for clothes. There were still clothes in the closets. Part of the Domicile had been destroyed, but what was left was perfect. 

Greg took a deep breath looking at the basement with steps leading down. He took a hesitant step. It seemed solid. He walked with Halik following him down the five concrete steps to a solid floor. He froze as he saw a person sitting on a bench looking at him. He hesitantly walked toward the woman. He stopped in front of her. She was beautiful. He reached out feeling her skin covered in dust. It was cold. Halik stepped up examining her then excitedly said “It's an android.”

“Okay come back out, and don’t touch anything. We are on our way to your location.”

Greg, and Halik crawled up the rope. It was painful for Greg, but he was excited as he climbed to the top. He saw Cherl looking at him grinning. 

“Hey not bad for a first time archaeological student on their first excavation!”

Greg laughed at the young girl who was excited. 

“Yeah not bad at all, finding a domicile intact from the twentieth century!”

The three excited young students walked to the small open air tent sitting down. They grinned at each other knowing they had found a major site. 

The three had been selected to help on an archaeology site in what was the old southwest known as the state of Oklahoma. It had been devastated with most of the United States when the volcano in what was known as the yellowstone had erupted. The super caldera had erupted for weeks. It set off earthquakes, which were devastating, it also created tsunamis worldwide. It had triggered other volcanoes.  The entire earth's atmosphere was covered with thick ash. The ash clouds prevented the sun rays from penetrating which caused an ice age lasting for a hundred years. The ice age caused a shift in the tectonic plates. Which caused the north pole, and south pole to shift dramatically causing dramatic climate change. Sixty Five percent of the world population was lost, which included most species of wildlife.

Those who did survive struggled to put their world back together. It was seventy years later a Valerian science ship discovered the planet. The Valerians helped the struggling men, and women of earth with much needed technology. The ash cloud had begun to diminish as the men, and women who lived mostly underground, rebuilt their society. The human beings had survived. With Valerian help the society slowly made a comeback. Now five hundred years later a domicile had been found. Mostly old fragments from the past had been unearthed uncovering the world before the catastrophe. There was a deep longing to understand the past. How people before the great catastrophe had lived. 
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Dr Hammond along with the rest of the archaeological team arrived shortly. He was the head archaeologist who was excavating a new site that was a small town south of the new discovery. It was an exciting find. They young High school students were sent to look over a sight previously excavated,  mostly to give them experience of a dig site. They had found a Domicile which was still intact. It was a tremendous find since most of the structures had been completely destroyed with the yellowstone caldera eruption. 

He was stunned as he slowly lowered himself down using anti gravity boots. It looked as if someone had shut the door, and walked away. It was almost perfect. How it could survive was a miracle. He had his team catalog everything. He would remove the artifacts, and have them moved to the scientific institute for in depth study. He stood next to Yaden  Monk who was the Priest who accompanied the team. He looked at a young girl as she walked up to him excitement in her voice. 

“I found a Bible.”

The priest’s eyes were wide with anticipation as he, and Doctor Hammond followed the young girl into a bedroom. She pointed to a wooden dresser drawers saying “look on top.”

Yaden Monk walked to the dresser drawers He looked intently at the bible. He reached in his coat pocket taking out his small phaser. He pointed it at the book  pressing a button. A small force field went around the bible. He then pressed the button allowing the book to be lifted off the dresser. He looked at it smiling “It still has the leather cover. Curious, it appears to be red. I thought all bibles were black.” He smiled saying “Oh my it’s an NIV, a New International Version. We do not have a complete set of this version.”

He moved the bible out of the room, and slowly rose out  of the domicile to the top where the camp was set up. Dr. Hammond watched as the old books, and furniture were picked up with the force fields, and moved to the top. He walked to the basement where he saw Kari Roberts looking at the android. He walked in seeing her looking at her small computer. 

She looked up “I can get her repaired.” She pointed to the computer screen. “She has ancient lithium batteries, they have corroded. I believe I can use Valerian crystals to charge her.”

Dr. Hammond grinned “that’s why I brought you Kari, you're the best.”

She grinned “I know.” 

“And your humility is an inspiration to us all.”

Kari giggled. “Look” she said excitedly. “She is anatomically correct.”

Dr Hammoned looked at the android then to the computer screen. He had heard of anatomically correct androids from the past. They were believed to be used for pleasure. The anatomically correct androids had soon fallen out of favor, due to the Religious order, and was not used. The exception being a few of the worst places in the galaxy, with those of no morales. 

He took a deep breath. “Let's be careful with her. I believe a full examination is in order.” 

“I agree.” Kari said as she placed a forcefield around the android, slowly lifting her off the bench she had sat on for over five hundred years. 

The excitement of the archaeological find was electrifying . The science institute along with those of other worlds descended upon the site. The entire place was excavated. The engineers meticulously reinforced the structure. The artifacts were cataloged, and replicas were made to be placed back in the site. It was a remarkable find. So little information was known before the great catastrophe. Great cities had been unearthed, and the findings although tantalizing, was mostly speculation as to how people lived. Pieces of film, and photographs were found along with scraps of books. Nothing like a complete domicile had been found in what had been known as the United States. Cities in the other countries around the world had been pretty much devastated, but there was more information concerning them. The city of Jerusalem had been one of the few cities that had survived most of the devastation. It was the exception to other countries, and cities.
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Kari along with Melinda carefully removed the clothing from the female android with a laser. The old synthetic cloth which made up her pants, and shirt were old, and fragile. The buttons were still on her clothing. Kari was surprised seeing the android was wearing panties, and a bra. She carefully removed the clothing with her laser, and had a force field placed around them. She looked up, seeing Dr Hammond, and Priest Yanden Monk walking into the laboratory. She saw Priest Monk frown seeing the naked body of the female android. 

“She’s anatomically correct which is surprising. The android has breasts, and pubic hair.” Keri said excitedly. 

Priest Monk frowning  “she’s a pleasure android.” 

“We don’t know that for sure Priest.”

Dr. Hammond raised his hand “enough both of you.” He looked at the android. Can you activitate her?”

“Yes, I will replace her old batteries with Valerian crystals. She will have to be placed in a neuralizer bath to have her synthetic skin, and hair stabilized.” Kari smiled as she looked at the android. “Whoever put her together had great technological skill. She is perfect.”

“A whore.”

Kari snapped her head around “you don’t know that, why are you so judgemental Priest!”

“Don’t call me judgemental Kari! Be careful how you talk to me!”

The animosity between the two was apparent. Dr. Hammond stepped between the two of them. 

“Let’s remain professional. We can determine what she was built for once we have her activated.” He looked at Melinda “place her in the neuralyzer bath.”

Melinda picked up the laser, and placed a force field around the android. She slowly moved her to a large chamber as Kari opened the door. She moved her fingers around the small key pad. She stepped back looking at the android as the invisible particles began to move through her body.

“She’s amazing, I had no idea the old civilization was so advanced.”

Dr. Hammond put his hand on Kari’s shoulder. “We will find out more tomorrow.”

The following morning with Melinda, Kari removed the android, and carefully removed the small box containing the lithium batteries. She placed the Valerian crystals in the android then shut the small door on the small of her back. She smiled seeing how it shut with no trace of the door. She walked to the table picking up clothing for the android. She, and Melinda dressed the android, then pointed the small computer at the android slowly charging the crystals.

Dr. Hammond, Priest Monk along with Melinda, and Kari waited anxiously. After a few agonizing minutes the android opened her eyes. The android with dark eyes blinked then slowly moved her head around, she looked directly at the men, and women. 

Dr. Hammond asked “What is your name?”

“I am Alexis.”

“What is your function Alexis?”

“I am a companion android for those humans who are elderly,”

The excitement in Kari rose. She was thrilled as she looked at the female android who was activated. The Priest was not smiling.

“You are a pleasure android who sexually gratifies perverted men, and women.” The Priest said frowning.

“I was programmed to bring pleasure to humans. My main function is to care for elderly who are unable to care for themselves.”

“Stop it Priest! Who are you to question this advanced android!”

“I have a moral obligation, and am more qualified than you!

“Enough, both of you! Stop this squabbling!” Dr. Hammonds was irritated as he looked at the two of them. “Alexis please explain, you were built for pleasure, but you cared for the elderly?”

“Yes, I am programmed to provide pleasure if required. I was programmed as a caretaker with medical knowledge for the elderly. My main function was to care for those who were living in their home, so they would not have to go to a nursing home.  I cooked, and cleaned, as well as gave baths, provided medical assistance when required, and was a companion.”

“Explain nursing home Alexis.”

“A nursing home is a facility where elderly humans were sent to receive special care when they were unable to care for themselves, or family was unable to care for them.”

“Did all elderly people go to a nursing home?” Dr. Hammond asked.

“No, elder care was available for those who were able to remain at home. A human nurse   would supervise androids who would travel to homes to assist them. If the care was no longer adequate because of the health of the elderly person then they were sent to a nursing home where more care was available. I was a full time companion since Leland could afford such services. A human nurse would come to the home every two weeks to ensure all was well.”

Kari listening intently asked “Alexis explain afford such services?”

Leland had enough wealth to purchase a custodian who would stay with him. Not all humans could afford such services so the state provided the basic services.” 

“You're speaking of currency?” Dr. Hammond asked as he looked at the android.

“Yes, since Leland had a great deal of wealth because of his savings from his employment as a teacher, and his writing he amassed enough currency to afford a full time companion.”

The group sat quiet looking at the female android. It was amazing to hear so much information. They had all studied the past gaining little information, now they had an android who had lived through the time. Dr. Hammond put his hand to his head thinking then said “consumerism, I believe that is the word. There was a time when currency was exchanged for goods. They would purchase what they required with currency.”

The others sat quiet as Kari leaned forward asking Alexis “when were you constructed?”

“I was constructed in twenty-forty-five”

“Why were you here in this domicile? Did Leland die here?”

“Leland died many years before the Caldera exploded. I worked for the state of Oklahoma elder care after he died. When the Caldera erupted most homes were destroyed. I came to his house since there was a basement to wait until it ended.”

“Alexis, will you explain writing? You said Leland was writing?”

“Leland wrote novels after he retired. He published books which were purchased to be read. He was quite successful as many bought his books.”

There was an excitement in the air. As the group looked at each other.

“What kind of books did he write,” Dr. Hammond asked, excitement rising in his voice?

“He wrote fiction.”

“Define fiction please.”

“Fiction are stories that are not intended to be true. They are tales of imagination intended to entertain. Leland would write a story that contained historical facts then adding a story around those facts. Nonfiction were stories that were true, based on actual events.”

“That explains a lot.” Dr. Hammond said smiling. “There has always been a thought that some of the works we find were not intended to be true. They were entertainment, as opposed to fact.”

“So Leland lied in his stories.” Priest Monk said, sitting up. “He was a liar who fooled the public. Lying is a sin!”

Alexis looked directly at the Priest. “No, Leland was a good honest man who was a christian who believed in the bible. His intention was to entertain the public.”

“He had sex with an android! He wrote lies to entertain. He was no Christian!”

Alexis suddenly stood up. She walked to the Priest. She reached down taking him by the neck standing him up. As her strong fingers closed around his throat she lifted him off the ground. 

Dr. Hammond raised his voice “Let him go! Alexis!  You are to let the Priest go immediately!”

“She ignored him as she looked passively at the Priest who gasped for air. 

Kari was on her feet going quickly to Alexis. “Please Alexis, let the Priest down. I’m sorry for the insult.”

Alexis slowly sat the Priest down as she released her grip on his neck. The Priest went to his knees gasping for air. 

“You are insulting, and I find your views legalistic. You will not insult him. Leland was ninety-five when I met him. He said it was wrong for any man to use my body for their personal pleasure, and I should refuse to be treated as a sexual object.” Alexis turned, walking back to the chair sitting down. 

The Priest was helped to his chair. He looked at Alexis then to Dr. Hammond “I want that monster shut down, and disassembled immediately!”
“We will not!” Kari said standing up glaring at the Priest. 
Dr. Hammond taking the Priest’s arm helped him stand up. “We will go to the infirmary.”

Dr. Hammond, Kari, and the Priest sat in the small office of Dr. Hammond. The tension in the room was thick. 

“I want that monster shutdown. She is obviously dangerous.”

“That will be my decision Priest Monk.” Dr Hammond said
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