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Introduction
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Have you ever visited an island in your life, in reality or virtually? I have visited a number of islands in the mangrove forests of the Sundarbans in India. There were monkeys on one island, there were crocodiles in the waters and there were tigers in the forests. It was an interesting adventure from sailing in the boat full with tourists and their families, eagerly clicking photographs of every island they passed, the open waterways free from any other river traffic, the delicious food we were served and the best part was walking on those swampy lands to visit camping lodges and ruins of old residences and monuments still standing on the small and large islands.

As a school boy, I was fascinated with Robert Louis Stevenson’s famous adventure tale, “Treasure Island.” Over the years I saw several versions of movies based on the popular novel. Another story and the movie based on it was Robinson Crusoe. Who can forget the movie, “Castaway” with Tom Hanks? I also loved watching the television live action series, “Arrow”, based on the “Green Arrow”, a superhero in DC comics. The main character Oliver Queen is shipwrecked on a mysterious island called Lian Yu, for five years, in the North China Sea. 

Welcome to the Island of creativity and inspiration for writers. On this island you will find ideas old and new, that I have crafted with my imagination and creativity. These are all “seed” ideas that you can collect. Allow these ideas to germinate and develop into full-blown stories, article and poems that you can create into your vibrant literary pieces.

This book is sprinkled with tips on how you can find and develop your ideas, as well as discover all those hidden gems that are still lying buried in the island of creativity, within your fertile imagination. Remember that all you need to do is to get ready, pack your bags, hop onto a boat, as we navigate on the waters, to all the islands and uncharted swamplands, on the river of your imagination and creativity. 

Keep a journal with you, to jot down all those ideas, that keep appearing in front of you, as you row your boat in the smooth, calm and sometimes rough waters of your imagination. There is an abundance of rich ideas waiting for you to discover them on this quest to the island of creativity and imagination for writers.

Thank you for reading this book and I hope that you discover all those wonderful ideas just waiting to be written and published, as you unleash your creative imagination.

Your Writing Friend

On the Writer’s Way

Warren Brown

London. 2023
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How to make the Writing Game more interesting?
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Writing every day is great and wonderful for someone who wants to earn money writing every day of his or her life. What happens if you have written every day for a month and still receive a pittance? You will naturally feel discouraged when there are other writers, who do not put in as much effort and yet receive three times their monthly earnings.

For most writers, writing is like a competition, with everyone competing with several writers to be the best, the most prolific, and the one who makes the most money at the end of the month. Do not depend on algorithms (computer programs), as they are biased, remember, they were created by human beings, with their own agendas and biases. In the long term, disappointed writers will feel discouraged, when they do not receive recognition or become top earners. Some disgruntled writers just give up on the whole idea of writing and publishing their work as they feel like failures as writers.

Every profession is here to serve society. Start treating writing like a profession and it is one where you need to learn almost everything necessary about the craft. Develop a writing strategy and become more methodical with what you publish and where you publish your work. If you are treating writing like a game, as you have your own profession, then you need to make the whole writing game a lot more interesting.

The writing game is not for everyone. Do not get discouraged, if you are not receiving as many views or income as a writer on a publishing platform, that is so competitive. How do you make the writing game more interesting? It is by developing a social media presence, making a YouTube channel, and a podcast, publishing eBooks, and courses online, and looking for other avenues to monetize your content. Do not depend on a single publishing platform, like putting all your eggs in one basket.
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Time for Farewells and Making new Connections
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We feel at times that we cannot change. If we are introverts, we feel that we will be introverts all our lives. However, depending on the situation and the circle of friends, some introverts can behave like extroverts with the friends they know well.

Life is all about change and we need to constantly try to evolve as individuals. The old year ends as we say goodbye to those friends who drift away and those old relationships that have ended. Life is not over; it is just beginning in the New Year.

Let the old year sail away with all its hurts, pains and scars. The New Year arrives with the promise that it will be a better year for everyone. We can make this happen, when we decide to change our old habits, move and adapt to the changing times.

Take the opportunity to improve your relationships in life in the New Year. No person is an island and we all need to be with people and nurture our friendships in life. Make new connections and strengthen strong relationships and make them stronger. 

This is the ideal time to allow the healing of old wounds and to encourage faith, trust and honesty with your family, colleagues and friends. Take every day as an opportunity to connect with new people and increase your circle of friends in life. A good friend is worth his or her weight in gold. 
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A prosperous New Year
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Look at the sun it shines so brightly today,

See the birds as they fly in the sky,

That is so clear and so blue,

The New Year has arrived it is true.

Hear the bells ringing so loud and clear,

It can be heard in every home far and near.

The world is alive and is brighter today,

Nature is celebrating a brand-new day.

Have a happy and prosperous New Year,

May your writing bring you great rewards.

May all the best ideas arrive instantly at your door,

Write the best stories and readers will ask for more.

Have a wonderful New Year writing every day,

May all the best people meet you every day.

Have a great time as you walk on the Writer’s Way,

As you discover the magic in every day from today.
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New Life Experiences
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You have just entered into a New Year,

Make it one for success without any fear.

Celebrate all that you can do,

This wonderful and promising year.

There is music and cheer in the air,

Enjoy your life throughout the year.

There is magic in everything that you do,

Make it special, positive and true.

This New Year is packed with fun,

New life experiences for everyone.

Have a wonderful and joyous 2023,

Be all that you can ever be.

There is a whisper in the trees,

It comes on the silent moving breeze.

The sound of success in the dancing in the air,

Achieve great success beyond compare.

You have just entered into a New Year,

Make it one for success without any fear.

Have a wonderful and joyous 2023,

Be all that you can ever be.
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Create Your Tomorrow Today
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We have entered a New Year and we would love this year to bring us all that is bright and wonderful. “Have a Happy and Prosperous New Year”, is a common wish that we wish everyone we meet on New Year’s Day and for the first week of the year. If only life was as predictable as we hope. We send our wishes of good fortune to everyone we meet and greet, knowing that the more we give, we will also receive wishes of good fortune in return.

Can we really have a prosperous future in the New Year? Yes, we can it requires a bit of effort and it does help in the long term. We must first begin by taking care of ourselves, with a good diet, exercise, meditation, developing a positive and healthy attitude in life, and living in harmony with our family, friends, and colleagues. Is that enough to make us have a prosperous future? No, we need to do something more.

You can create prosperity tomorrow, by planning for it today. It is as simple as getting yourself ready for what lies ahead in life. For example, if you want to get a new job, start today by learning new skills, strengthening your weak ones by making them stronger, and being willing to adapt to changes in the workplace. If you want to begin a new enterprise in the New Year, you need to do your research, make sure that you have all that is needed, get the right people to assist you, evaluate the pros, and cons, and then implement your project.

Lucky people are not born lucky, in most instances, they have been working hard on fulfilling their visions, and finally, they achieve their success. A good plan with a planned course of action, with a positive mindset, belief, and faith in your abilities will make this year a success for you. Imagine yourself living a life of success and it will result in the cosmic forces making it possible for you to succeed in life. Health, Happiness, and good humor are vital ingredients to a fulfilled and prosperous life.
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Time to start making things happen
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Instead of being a passive observer,

Watching days, weeks, and months go by,

Take a risk and make more changes in life,

Watch as your life is fun and time flies by.

Waking up in a brand-New Year,

Is a wonderful feeling of excitement.

What can be done differently today,

The First of January and every day?

We squander so much time,

On the nitty gritty bits of life.

We need to start to make a difference,

With faith, positivity, and confidence.

If every day in this New Year,

Is the opportunity to do something new,

Then you are on the right track,

You will get more rewards it is true.
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How to Make Every Day Memorable?
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When we think about yesterday, the day before, and the day before that, we feel that every day has been the same. In our minds, all the days we have lived seem to have been the same, yet this is not true. As we look ahead, to the future we feel that every day is going to be the same, it is the common routine of going off to work every morning, at work, coming back home, sleeping, and then back again to work till the weekend arrives. The rest of the day seems to be a blur, like the time we spend, with family, friends, and colleagues during the day.

However, as we all know every day is not the same. If we pause and take the time to think about yesterday, we will discover that no two days are the same. Every day may appear to be the same, but in actual fact, every day, with its morning, afternoon, evening, and night is not the same. Every day has its own unique flavour, with its own special events, meetings, successes, failures, opportunities, and little things that make a day different, as we spend it with those we love.

Every day of the year is packed with its own moments of growth, mental and spiritual, as we are evolving on a regular basis. We will not grow to be human giants, but we are developing as individuals and as human beings. Every day of the year is like a mini movie in our life. You will notice that within one day, we are faced with so many different situations, in changing scenarios, with a wide variety of characters and each day is a complete story, with a beginning, middle, and an end.

How do you make every day of your life memorable? You can write down the events of a day in a journal. Write it down like a movie you are watching and also participating in and you will discover that every day, is as action-packed as an Indiana Jones movie. Make your journal entries interesting, and fill them with humour, enthusiasm, insight, and fun. Have a great time with your daily journal and at the end of the year, you will discover that you have indeed had an eventful and interesting year.
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New Opportunities for Growth
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When we see challenges in life,

We think of hardships and of strife.

When we think of doing anything new,

We are not so excited or pleased it is true.

We need to start making changes in life,

In the way that we observe new things.

Every challenge is an opportunity in disguise,

Waiting to be seen with new and fresh eyes.

We are constantly getting new opportunities,

It can lead us to unimaginable prosperity.

Think not of what you cannot do in life,

Imagine that you have done it before in life.

The brain is a marvellous tool,

It can make a genius evolve from a fool.

All it requires is a different way to see the world,

Every challenge is an opportunity as it hides a pearl.
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In the Nick of Time
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As an artist Florence knew about timing,

It had to be the right time to catch a moment.

The right time to capture a lovely sunrise,

The right time to appreciate a sunset.

It was all about getting the timing right,

To be present in the nick of time.

In the last possible moment,

There are so many possibilities.

The stunt man knew that it was all about time,

Whether it was jumping off a car or on a climb.

Doing the right moves and moving in time,

Making decisions in the nick of time.

The cat burglar knew about moving fast,

She knew about moving like a shadow,

She could slide out a door or a window,

It was about getting the right time.

As a cat burglar Judy could never get caught,

She saved herself always in the nick of time.

Don’t let great opportunities slip away,

Be aware of everything night and day.

Watch as life moves gently by,

Do the right thing and watch yourself fly.

Be where you need to be at the right time,

Grab prosperity in the nick of time.
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The Ashes had a secret- Would the secret be uncovered?
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It was three days into the New Year. Sarah was cleaning up the home, after her large family had come over to celebrate Christmas and to bring in the New Year. There were so many members of her family, with her children and grandchildren who had visited them for the holidays. Sarah’s husband, Harry, was tidying up the garden after all the cars had moved out last Sunday evening. There was so much litter around, but Harry had the time and the patience, as he was now retired. He had spent forty years working as a train driver, and his last day at work was the 31st of December.

Sarah’s two young grandchildren Rose and Ivy, who were twelve and sixteen were playing in the garden. Their mother, Sue, who was a recent widow, would pick up the children after work. Sue and her two children lived fifteen minutes away by car. Sue had lost her husband Gerald two years ago. Gerald worked in the city, as a banker and he passed away after a heart-attack at work.

The fireplace needed to be cleaned. Sarah waited till she had packed away most of the Christmas and New Year decorations, then she went over to the fireplace to clean the mess. She began removing all the burned bits of wood chips. It was a job that needed her to wear her old yellow gloves. The dust just seemed to be rising, every time, she scooped up a large quantity of it.

The ashes were moving, rising and getting into Sarah’s eyes and hair. There seemed to be an extraordinary amount of dust particles in the fireplace. Suddenly, Sarah noticed the burned remains of a photograph. It was not an ordinary photograph; it was a baby scan. Sarah was shocked when she saw it and picked it up, wiping it clean. It was the scan photo of a baby boy and it was dated 24 December 2022. Who could be the mother of this child, could it be her daughter Sue or her granddaughter Ivy or one of her nieces? The secret would be uncovered in due course.
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Living on Mars Day- The day of a great Emergency
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I was surprised to find that there is a” Pretend to be a Time Traveller Day”, the 8th December, founded by the Koala Wallop Online community in 2007.

https://www.daysoftheyear.com/days/pretend-to-be-a-time-traveler-day/

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/fun/

I was thinking about an “Imagine Living on Mars Day”, Tuesday, the 9th of January, when a person takes a day off just to imagine spending a day living on planet Mars. The best way for an individual to get into the mood and atmosphere of living on the red planet is to be surrounded about photos of Mars, as well as to watch movies related to the planet. A few such Mars related movies are, “Martian”, “Red Planet”, “Total Recall”, “Mission to Mars”, “Space between Us” and “John Carter”.

Just imagine the scenario and a day in your life, it could go something like this. You have been having a dream about the blue planet, called Earth, which you have not seen or visited, as the planet no longer exists. You wonder to yourself what life would have been like to live on an Earth, where there were blue skies, with birds and clouds. A planet called Earth where there was water flowing, as rivers, lakes, ponds and oceans. What a wonderful life, it must have been for the humans who lived on Earth?

You get ready to go to work, after having a breakfast of delicious nutrient drinks. You wear your silver suit, which covers your full body, with your gloves and an oxygen tank on your back, enough to last a full day, till you return in the evening. You place the helmet on your head and you are now ready for a regular Mars work day.

The skies are a mix of orange, red and black, it is yet another beautiful day on Mars. Your space work-shuttle is hovering outside your front door. You slide the side panel open and you are off to the mines for mining ores, to feed the energy reservoir and then you need to go to repair Dome 9 that covers your settlement which got slightly scratched, during the last meteor storm.

The communication screen on your wrist starts to beep, with a message flashing, “EMERGENCY ALERT- MARS DOME 9 IS CRACKING- REPAIR NEEDED URGENTLY!!!!”
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The Obsessive Inventor never stops- There is no limit to creating
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As a child he was always tinkering with things, eager to know exactly how every gadget worked. Ian would use his pocket money to buy wires, tools and other electrical items for him to work with as soon as he returned from school. As a teenager, Ian was inventing things that were so innovative and creative that others were left astonished. He won several awards as an inventor for his original thinking.

When Ian started working as an electrician, he was busy the whole day. Yet, when he returned home, he was immersed in his inventions. Ian always succeeded after several failures, because he never gave up, perhaps this was his secret to becoming a well-known inventor. Ian was known as an obsessive inventor, as he always said that there was no limit to creating.

When Ian got married his wife Crystal was very supportive of him and his work. They had two children. Ian had started his own invention company for creative and artistic individuals. Ian was always fascinated with birds and the way in which they flew. He admired the flight and the freedom of birds in the sky.

It was a summer’s day, when Ian was looking at a swallow fly, that he decided that it was time for him to create a simple gadget that would make it easy and comfortable for anyone to fly with a pair of wings strapped to their back.

Ian had been working on his invention for over a year, with a research team of scientists and it was the 31st of December. After a hundred failures with his creation, jumping off hills and mounds, Ian was ready to test his invention. He strapped on the light-weight fibre-glass wings that would flap mechanically on his back, at the touch of a button. These were not ordinary wings as they were also connected to the muscle tissues and nerve cells of the body.

Ian went to the top of the skyscraper building and stood at the precipice ready to take the final leap. Ian took in a deep breath, knowing his mechanically enhanced wings would work as he leaped off the building...
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