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  Introduction


   


   


   


  

    T


  


  his book is a collection of chronologically consistent and situationally integrated series of story chapters that stir the imagination – stories of thoughts, feelings, and deeds – from the annals of history and the depths of human emotion. It is written such that it reads like a re-enactment of historical events – putting the reader smack in the middle of the action, where life is playing out real-time. As such, the reader benefits from experiencing the drama of the setting and the personality of the characters first-hand. It is written in present tense and not past tense like a history book or scholarly analysis. So, it seems like history is actually being re-enacted. But the details are not simply a figment of the author’s imagination. Although not extracted totally from the Biblical canon, the stories are solidly derived from ancient writings that have been preserved down through the ages.


   


  Eighteen tales are included, written in an entertaining style for the average person – but it should be understood that this is how the ancient writers believed in all played out, based on oral tradition. There is nothing that contradicts the Bible, but there is a whole lot more that augments the Bible – bringing fresh insights into many people’s understanding of the events and the story.


   


  The setting for these stories ranges from the ancient Near East to the eternal city of Rome. Some of the protagonists are well-known, some little-known, and some unknown. The common thread is that they are all involved in the great mystery of life and death in the first century, as Christianity is gaining a toehold.


   


  Many of the events and happenings in these stories you’ve probably never heard about before – and that’s part of the appeal. They are derived from rough English translations of the ancient writings and then adapted for modern readers in modern parlance. Insights into life and faith are plentiful – and can be gleaned from these stories.


   


  In general, stories that pick up where the Bible leaves off can be intoxicating – wanting to always know more secrets and untold truths. Craving to know “what really happened at …” and “the rest of the story is …” are powerful human desires. Whether religious or secular, the craving still exists, and this book will help to address those cravings and instill a greater sense of wonder into the human mystery.


   


  There are many religious books (scholarly and practical), inspirational books, religious fiction, and self-help books. But there are very few Bible-related stories that are “outside the box” – and very few stories that are re-enactments of history. So, the stories here are unique, and the potential is huge for a wide crossover of personal appetites.


   


  It is important to know that these stories are in rough chronological order. So, by reading from beginning to end, you are following the events as they actually occurred in the moving thread of history (from older to younger). Many people find this satisfying. However, each story is stand-alone and can be enjoyed when read in any order.


   


  All the stories in this book are centered around the later life of Saint Peter – after the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ. These are amazing tales that pick up where the Bible left off – written as a re-enactment, to put the reader right in the middle of it all.


   


  Included in this volume are:


  The Ascension


  Peter witnesses the ascension of Jesus of Nazareth on the Mount of Olives, receives the eight books of divine mysteries, beholds the appearance of the holy Mother of God, and resolves to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth


  Peter’s Mission Begins


  After witnessing the ascension of Jesus of Nazareth, and experiencing the miracle of Pentecost, Peter resolves to safeguard the ‘Books of Mystery’ (Keys to the Kingdom) and prepares to start preaching the Gospel in Judaea.


  The Lost Family of Clement


  Following the separation and presumed death of his family, a brilliant young man sets out to follow Peter as he ministers in Judea, but miraculously is reunited with his mother, father, and brothers in a remarkable series of events that solidifies his faith.


  The Strange Case of Petronilla


  A young girl is saved from a demon possession, but despite her disability, her faith is tested daily for the rest of her life.


  Peter, John, and Paul in Antioch


  Despite being scourged by pagans and having their heads shaved, Peter and John (with Paul’s help) convert the entire city to Christ by raising the dead son of the governor.


  A City Called ‘Habitation’


  The Apostles meet Jesus on a strange island and have a foretaste of the Kingdom of Heaven. A dignified conception of holy truth, in story form but presented beneath a modest veil of allegory.


  Satan Reveals his Intentions on the Road to Philippi


  Satan boasts to Peter how he will lead astray the believers, the priests, and the servants of God in the Last Days.


  The Golden Eagle of Phrygia


  Phillip and Peter overthrow the gates and pillars of the Phrygian capital city and convert many of the Phrygians by bringing fire from heaven to smash the idols.


  Eubula’s Gold


  A naive rich woman is tricked by Simon the Sorcerer into giving up her gold and jewels. Peter foils the plot but Simon escapes to plague him another day.


  Baptism in the Sea


  Peter converts the captain of the ship taking him from Judea to Rome by immersion over the side – and sustains the faith of the port’s innkeeper.


  The Maiden with Leprosy


  Peter enters Rome and heals a young girl of leprosy, whose father had befriended him when he was hungry.


  The Talking Dog and Statue of Caesar


  Peter confronts Simon the Sorcerer by using miracles of God to overcome the magic tricks of Simon.


  Miracles at the House of Marcellus


  Miracles cause Marcellus to return to the faith after he had renounced it to follow Simon the Sorcerer.


  The Pearl of Great Value


  A young couple decide to follow Peter’s advice on holiness, but when the husband is called away by the emperor, problems arise, and only the appearance of an elegant pearl can restore their happiness.


  Simon’s Spectacular Flight Over Rome


  The extraordinary battles between the Apostle Peter, the Roman Emperor Nero, and the heretical sorcerer Simon Magus – The Man who could Fly! How it all played out.


  The Ark of the New Covenant


  Peter and Clement create a compendium of books documenting the evangelization efforts of the disciples on missionary travels. They add the eight books of mysteries that Peter received at the Ascension and create a repository of Faith that is then archived in Rome.


  Prophecy and Lament


  Days before his execution, Peter reveals to his disciple Clement his vision of the future.


  The Last Days


  The last week in the life of Saint Peter: Persecution in Rome, Peter’s Vision at the Gate, The Initiation of Clement, The Sermon of the Church as a Great Ship, and Peter’s Last Words and Prayers.


   


   


   




  Prologue


   


   


   


   




   


   


   


   


  The Ascension


   


   


   


   


  Forty days have passed since Jesus of Nazareth was resurrected from the dead. He has mysteriously appeared numerous times to the apostles and many of the believing disciples. They are all amazed at the events and are continually praising His Name and praying to God. They fellowship together, but they are unsure of what will happen next or what they should do next.


  That morning, Peter is praying alone on the Mount of Olives, when Jesus miraculously appears to him, emerging from a wisp of hazy blurry vapor. He explains to him that the Old Covenant is passed away and the New Covenant is now in effect – although many, but not all, of the old laws remain as guidelines.1


  After this, Jesus says to Peter:


   


  Peter, go down to all the followers and believers, and bring them here to Me.


   


  So, Peter goes down from the Mount of Olives, and locates James, John, and Andrew, and tells them what Jesus has commanded. In turn, they gather the remaining apostles and 72 faithful disciples; and then they all walk uphill to the Mount of Olives. They stand near the summit facing east, with Jerusalem lying below.


   


  The Doors of Heaven Open and the King of Glory Appears


  And just then, a shining and glowing white cloud envelops them all, flickering and crackling like a flame of fire. The cloud covers the entire city, and all the people of Jerusalem witness the natural phenomenon, and many are afraid.


  As they are standing in the midst of the cloud, they see an image that looks like the doors of heaven opening. A gap appears in the cloud and two beams of bright multicolored light emerge and shimmer to the ground, gleaming majestically. The light beams look like a ladder, and multiple translucent and glittering angels seem to be ascending and descending on the ladder of light.


  Standing at the foot of the ladder is the Lord Jesus Christ, appearing as if He wishes to ascend to His throne of radiant Glory. He stretches out His holy right hand and blesses all the gathered. Then, he looks directly at the apostles and exhales a breath of fragrant holy air that they can feel impinging on their faces. Then, the Lord is heard to say:


   


  Receive now the Holy Spirit!


   


  And then the bodies, hearts, souls, and minds of the apostles begin to burn with the energy – the fire and light – of the Holy Spirit.2 They see what looks like a blazing chariot descend to the ground from heaven upon the wings of Angels of the Cherubim,3 and with it are tens of thousands of Angels of the Seraphim,4 each of which has six wings. They are singing praises to God with clear sweet voices to the strains of mesmerizing ethereal music – joyfully crying out thanks to God.


  With that, the Lord enters the chariot while on the ground and sits upon a throne of such sparkling brilliance, that it is hard to discern with the naked eye.


   


  Seeing this wonder, the apostles and disciples bow down in humble reverence, rejoicing and praising, even as they did at the time of the Resurrection.5 And they hear the sounds of trumpets and horns. All over the air and sky, the angels in their various hierarchies are shouting out cries of glory and adoration.


  Certain groups of angels exclaim:


   


  Blessed be Almighty God, Who is from the beginning, and Who shall endure forever!


   


  Other angels are heard shouting:


   


  Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts. All the heavens, and all the earth are filled with His glory. Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He Who has come, and blessed be He Who shall come in the Name of God.6


   


  Still other angels are calling out:


   


  Blessed be the Name of God from this time forth, and forever and ever!


   


  Some of them are extolling:


   


  Holy are You, O God Almighty! Holy are You, O Mighty One! Holy are You, O Living One Who does not die – have mercy on us, Your creation!


   


  And some of them are acclaiming:


   


  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit! As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be! Amen.7


   


  And then, the gathered group of believers hear a deep thunderous voice boom out:


   


  O princes of the celestial highway - Open now the gates of heaven - Let the doors which were from the very Creation be opened - and the King of glory and honor shall enter in.


   


  The believers then hear the voices of the Seraphim, who are standing by the throne, call out in mock reply:


   


  Tell us, who is this king of glory and honor?


   


  To which the thunderous voice replies:


   


  It is your God, in form and substance, the Lamb and the Savior, the Word and the Wisdom.


   


  Then, the voices of the Principalities, the Dominions, and the Powers among the angels, cry out:8


   


  Open now the doors, O stately princes, and let the gates which were fashioned at the Creation be opened, and the King of praise and glory shall come in.


   


  And other voices from the angelic ranks of Thrones and Virtues are heard, saying in mock misunderstanding:


   


  Who is this king of glory and praise?


   


  And then, those in all the angelic ranks shout out:


   


  He is the King of Glory, the Savior of the world, the Prince of Peace, and the Mighty One forever and forever!


   


  Some of the believers look up from their genuflecting,9 and see the angels waving mystical fans of multicolored light. Some of the angels carry vessels containing sweet aromas that waft into the air. And some of them touch their wings together in a sign of praise. From their mouths come cries of joy and shouts of thanksgiving. Others are singing hymns of worship in such exquisite melodies that all human hearts are touched with love.


   


  Peter Receives the Books of Mysteries


  Witnessing all of this wonder and majesty, all the apostles and disciples are completely overcome with awe and emotion. Weeping and lamenting as they kneel on the ground, they pray, “O our Lord and God, forgive us, for we have believed in You without fullness of heart. We commit now to Your Name; leave us not here as orphans.”


  The heart of Peter is moved and he chokes a bit from emotion. His head is bowed down when he feels the Lord God raise his head and say to him:


   


  O Peter, be not sorrowful; rise up, be strong, and make your brothers and fellow believers to be strong – keep in your hearts what you have seen.


   


  Then, they all rise up from the ground and stand upon their feet looking at Peter. And they see a book resting at his feet. It is ornamented with precious stones and pearls – and in it is written some of the holy knowledge that Peter has been chosen to receive by the Lord – the holy mysteries written by God and meant for teaching to the people in an orderly fashion.


  The book is bathed in a radiant haze of beauty, the splendor of which is like the sun shining on a crystal-clear lake at sunrise.


  The Lord God then gives Peter seven other books that are each studded with an emerald stone.10 But these books are not visible to the disciples and other apostles – only Peter can see, touch, and read them.


  Then, the Lord says to Peter:


   


  Behold, written in these books are the great mysteries of the faith that you have desired to know. You must not reveal them to everyone – only to those whose hearts are in the right place – lest agitators and sorcerers twist the meanings into sacrilege and blasphemy. Understand that I have never given these books to any one before, and I will never give them to anyone again, EXCEPT to MARY, My mother, by whom I became incarnate.


  Now know this, My beloved Peter: I will help you by means of another strong believer, who will stand by you, and who will help you in the cities to which you travel, in order to preach the Gospel to all the people.11 Do everything which I have commanded you, and preach My Name to all the world.


   


  Peter rejoices at having received the eight holy books of the Lord. He lifts his head, and sees an entourage of angels wearing fine apparel and appearing very majestic. Then, he notices a gathering together of the armies of the angels, with some riding blazing chariots of fire, and some mounted on magnificent horses bathed in dazzling light. When the believers look upon them, their eyes become temporarily blinded by the sight.


  And then he hears a Voice that says:


   


  Peter, these books are not meant for any of the other Apostles – just for you alone.


   


  And he sees the angels in their skyward assemblies bowing down in homage before the Lord God. Some of them have their waists tied about with broad ornamented belts that glisten in the light, and some of them have strapped long narrow scarves with fringes over their shoulders. In three places on each scarf, easily visible, are the words:


  In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost – One God forever.


  Other angels are wearing a broad scarf upon their shoulders, and on each is written, at the four corners and in the middle, the words:


  We are the good shepherds, and we believe in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.


  Some of the angels have a harness around their shoulders, the width of two fingers, and at nine places in each, are written the words:


  Serve your God with trembling and respect.


   


  Now, the faces of all the angels are momentarily illuminated in bright spurts of white light, like a lightning flash, and then go dark. And the number of angels is countless, filling the air, the highest sky, and all the earth.


   


  Peter Sees the Holy Mother of God


  It so happens that large numbers of people in Jerusalem are seeing the same wondrous sights in the sky. Many of them are Jewish and non-believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, both traditionalists and non-practicing folks. Many refuse to believe what they are seeing. A great amount of apprehension comes upon them, and they pray in their traditional manner. Some of the doubtful attempt to go to the Mount of Olives to get closer and see what’s on the ground, but flames of fire impinge on them and many are burned.


   


  As Peter looks up to the sky in awe and amazement, he sees a cloud forming in the shape of a horizontal crescent bowed upward, and upon it is a small but brilliant semi-translucent temple shining brightly. Inside, sits the holy Virgin Mary, the one who gave birth to the Lord in the flesh. Many angels surround her, and in their hands are swords and spears that emit flickering lights like fire. And he hears them say to her:


   


  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you! Blessed are you, fairest branch of the vine – from where sprang the cluster of grapes that energized the world – that brings the hope of salvation to all mortals. Blessed are you, fairest of all, whose womb bore the Son of God, the Lord of Lords!12


   


  Upon seeing this, Peter’s body trembles with reverence, his heart is humbled, and he is greatly moved. As he gazes on the vision, he sees that all the holy martyrs, the archangels, and the blessed saints in heaven are saluting her, declaring:


   


  Rejoice, O Mother of the Light, O Mother of mercy! Rejoice, O Throne of salvation, upon which sits the Son of God and the Lord of Lords.


   


  And then, the cloud with the holy Virgin Mary settles to the ground and stands before the throne of God, the Lord of Hosts – and all the angelic Hosts say to her:13


   


  Rejoice and be glad, O Lady of all living beings!


   


  The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, then majestically appears to her – and all the heavenly angels bow down before them in homage. The Mother of the Light then enters into the holy temple wherein the Lord sits on His throne of glory – and she humbly sits down beside Him. There is holy communing for three hours, but no mortal can hear what is said.


  When she emerges from the temple, an earthquake shakes the ground, and angels can be seen crying in their choirs.14 Frequent shouts of joy and praise ring out from them all, and the whole world is filled with their adoration and worship.


   


  The Believers Witness the Ascension


  There is a strange rumbling in the earth as it continues to quake, and a new cloud appears over the Mount of Olives – and a thunderous Voice is heard saying:


   


  Be still now mountain of the earth – such that all may witness My ascent into the heavens! And no one shall ascend from this mountain again until My second coming!


   


  After this, Peter feels the tug of God and rises up from his knees, standing aright in respectable stature. And he hears the Voice of God say to him:


   


  Awake, O Peter, and look upon these mysteries, for you were the first to witness in your heart that I AM that I AM – the Son of the Living God – the One Who was, Who is, and Who is to come.15


  And now, behold, your heart shall become the means of ascent into heaven. Your soul and your spirit are strong in your body, and your brothers are with you. Be a witness to that which you have seen, but be careful to conceal certain things from the unbelievers, for they will use them to denigrate and disparage you.


   


  Peter looks up to the heavens and again sees the Angels of the Cherubim, accompanied by starbursts of light in every color and form, descend to the chariot on the ground in which sits the Lord on His throne, surrounded by Angels of the Seraphim.


  And then, the miracle of all miracles!


  The chariot holding the Lord God, Jesus Christ, on His throne, slowly and majestically ascends upwards towards the zenith – and the Cherubim, the Seraphim, and the clouds wistfully bear Him away.


  As this occurs, the sounds of trumpets are heard booming, and flashes of dazzling light are seen in the sky. The aroma of incense fills the air, and hymns of praise and psalms quietly resound throughout the sky and earth.


  Many of those singing hymns of praise can be heard saying:


   


  This is our God, and there is no other god! The Lord God has gone up to the sound of the trumpet – He has gone up with a shout of joy – with tens of thousands of angels – and with His hosts amid their choirs and assemblies!


   


  Peter and all the disciples and apostles raptly watch the chariot ascending, until it finally enters into the first heaven,16 and then the gates of heaven are seen to close. The ‘show’ is over.


   


  The apostles remain on the Mount of Olives until evening, when everyone else has departed. They pray on the very spot where they saw the Lord ascend into heaven, and they pray on the spot where the cloud settled encompassing the Virgin Mary apparition,17 and they pray on the spot where Peter received the holy book.


   


  After this, the apostles come down from the holy Mount, and enter back into the city of Jerusalem. They go to the house of Lady Mary, and tell her everything that they had just seen and witnessed – all of the wonder, splendor, and glory. Together, they relate everything about the Ascension of her beloved Son, Jesus the Christ, the One Who is their Lord and God – the Son of the Living God, Who has existed forever.


   


  And every day thereafter, the apostles go up to the Mount of Olives at morning and at evening, to pray and gives thanks to God.


   


   


   


   




  Part 1


   


  In Jerusalem


   


   


   




   


   


   


   


  Peter’s Mission Begins


   


   


   


   


  A day after the events of Pentecost,18 an angel of the Lord appears to Peter and says:


   


  Rise up, O Peter, and go by yourself up to the Mount of Olives, and read and understand all that is written in the Books of Sacred Knowledge which have been given to you.19


   


  So, Peter gets up and goes straight to the Mount of Olives. As soon as he reaches the summit, a thick white cloud with colored light strobes sparkling around the edge, descends and envelops him. And then an angel appears in the midst of the cloud and speaks to him:


   


  Peter, lift up your eyes toward the heavens, and comprehend all that you will see.


   


  As Peter gazes upwards, he is momentarily blinded by a flash of super bright light, that is accompanied by the smell of sweet and pungent musk. As his vision slowly returns, he senses that rich dewdrops are quietly falling and resting upon the graves of the dead.


  Then, like in a dream, he sees the ethereal souls in the graves rejoicing and reveling in bliss.20 They speak, and he hears them saying:


   


  “Blessed are we now, for with His mighty hand, God has delivered us from the clutches of Satan, the accursed one.”


   


  Then, the angel speaks again to Peter:


   


  Peter, listen to me now! I am Raphael, the angel who appeared to Mary Magdalene at the empty grave of Jesus on Sunday morning. Other women were with her,21 and with me was my companion, Uriel.22 Together, we had sealed the place of burial on Friday and guarded the grave. And together, on Sunday morning, we rolled away the stone that was placed at the entrance to the tomb. We are the same angels who told Joseph, the carpenter, to depart into the land of Egypt, and then at the proper time to return to the land of Galilee.


  Now Peter, it is up to you to judiciously reveal the contents of these sacred books, which were given to you at the time of the Ascension of our Lord and God, to all the people of good will and humble heart, who are open to receiving the mercy of God.


   


  As he pulls the eight books from their protective pouch, Peter senses a warmth and love that emanates from the books, and pervades the entire city of Jerusalem.


  He stands there reading the books for hours, until finally a fatherly Voice comes down from heaven and says to him:


   


  O Peter My son, read and understand these words, for you are the storehouse of My mysteries – and you are the rock upon which I will build My church. Keep in your heart and mind the knowledge that is written in these eight books, for you have been chosen, and it is fitting and proper for you to be so.


  First of all, preach the Gospel in Jerusalem, and then on the Mediterranean sea coast, and then in all cities and places to the ends of the earth. I will reveal to you many miracles, and I will enable you to perceive what judgment is to come to people who only believe in the Law, and what judgment shall come to people who believe in Me.


  But know that I will also give the people who believe in Me certain ordinances extracted from the Law, which I shall command them to keep, and which they shall not deviate from, either to the right or to the left.


  And know that in these books is a description of the manners that are proper for expressing the faith, and what is good and proper behavior for every person among the believers.


  Firstly, and most importantly, they are ordered to turn away from the service and worship of idols, and turn to the service and worship of the one true God.


  Now Peter, go to the city of Antioch, and preach there the Holy Gospel – for from this time forward, I will send you to many foreign lands.


  And seal the eight books that I have given you – hide them scrupulously – let not any person see them except those who have been chosen, and those who choose to be righteous in the faith and helpful in service to My holy church.


  And know this, My dear Peter: the cloud which covered Me during My ascension is the same cloud that will reside inside you on your missionary journeys and during your preaching of the Gospel. And this cloud shall not leave you until the day of My second coming.


   


  After hearing these words, Peter comes down from the Mount of Olives and goes back to his residence in Jerusalem. He hides the eight books of sacred knowledge as the Lord has commanded. Then, he tells all the believers and followers about his vision, and how the Lord had revealed to him the names of the two angels who had been seen at the tomb.


  Then, everyone prays together in fellowship, praising God for bestowing on them the bountiful gift of His mercy.


   


  The next day, the apostles and disciples start earnestly preaching the Gospel in the city.


  Shortly thereafter, under the leadership of Peter, and according to the drawing of lots,23 a group of them depart to the seacoast, to start the first organized missionary outreach, to call the people to the one true God and the true faith.


   


   


   


   




  Part 2


   


  Ministry in Palestine and Asia


   


   


   




   


   


   


   


  The Lost Family of Clement


   


   


   


   


  In 35 AD in the city of Rome, just shortly after the Passion of Jesus Christ, a baby boy is born to prominent Roman parents – educated, noble, and pagan, of course. The father’s name is Faustinianus, an important official, and the mother, who is extremely beautiful, is named Macidiana.24 She is a close relative of Emperor Tiberius, who had officially arranged the marriage. The baby boy’s name is Clement. He has twin older brothers named Faustinus and Faustus, and the family is prosperous and happy.


   


  The Separation


  However, as it happens, the brother of Faustinianus burns with desire for Macidiana – daily he makes forward advances that are lewd and inappropriate. Macidiana politely brushes off all of his gestures and proposals, but is reluctant to tell her husband about the impropriety because she doesn’t want to be the cause of a brotherly tiff, with possible violent repercussions. It is only a few years after the birth of Clement, but she needs to resolve the situation quickly, since the sight of her presence sets him afire. She needs to get far away, somehow, for a short time. Let him lose his lust.


  So, she feigns having a dream in which the gods tell her that unless she speedily leaves Rome with the two older boys, they will all perish miserably in some calamity. She tells it to her husband in this way, saying: “A mighty vision came to me last night from the gods – I have been told to depart from the city of Rome with our two sons Faustinus and Faustus, and that we should stay away for 5 years, or until I am commanded to return. If we do not do this, then our entire family will surely die a horrible-horrible death very soon. It was a warning from the gods. We must not ignore it.”


  When Faustinianus hears this divination from his wife, he becomes very fearful and agrees to allow his family members to temporarily leave town. He gives them a good deal of money and sends them on to Athens, with accompanying slaves and maid-servants, to stay with relatives. The boys are to attend school there, until the appropriate time of return. The youngest son Clement, who is only five years old at the time, remains in Rome with his father.


   


  However, as the family of three sails on the Mediterranean Sea, a terrible storm arises and pushes the ship way off course. After three days of battering waves, fierce winds, and pelting rain, the ship begins to tear apart, and a wreck is imminent. The crew desperately try to make a landfall but the storm is too severe and the boat too badly shattered. The “Abandon Ship!” alarm is sounded and all hands are left for themselves in the sea. Macidiana tries to endure and remain with her sons, but alas, they are separated by the elements and left to fend on their own. The frantic mother is thrown by the wind and the waves upon a rock jetty, just a short distance from a land mass. She barely survives the storm, but loses everything – and is filled with sorrow and sadness over the fate of her sons. For days on end, she searches the sea and the rocks looking for the boys, weeping all the while. Often, she thinks of drowning herself in the sea, but she always recoils, still retaining a glimmer of hope in finding her sons.


   


  After a few days, she is found by fisherman on the rocks, brought to a bigger nearby island called Aradus, and given some food and rest for the healing of her wounds. But she has nothing left but the tattered clothes on her back. When she finally comes to the realization that she will never see her sons or husband again, she cries profusely, and cannot be comforted by anyone. Many women come to her and try to offer solace, but she turns them all away, except for one. A woman of equal age and suffering a similar misfortune, finally touches the heart of Macidiana, like a kindred spirit. She had lost her husband, a young man, to the sea just a year ago – and her love for him is so great that she cannot bring herself to ever marry again. She is equally heartbroken. Eventually, the two become friends and partners, sharing a house dwelling, and earning a subsistence living by working with their hands, doing menial chores for others.


   


  But after a few years of such labor, Macidiana’s hands, which had been sprained, cut, and broken by the storm, and never properly mended, have become so sore and misshapen, that she can no longer work for a living.25 In addition, her housemate has contracted an epilepsy and cannot get out of bed, no less do any work with her hands. Thus, poor Macidiana, once the elegant wife of a prosperous Roman official, and mother to a beautiful upscale Roman family, is constrained to beg for food scraps and pennies by going door to door – and is forced to feed herself and her housemate with whatever she can scrounge.


   


  In Rome


  Back in Rome, Faustinianus keeps waiting for a word from his wife, but nothing ever arrives. He sends inquiries and makes investigations, but can learn nothing. What’s more, his shameful two-faced brother claims that Macidiana was an adulteress who fell in love with her slave. Fearing both danger and reproach, she made up the story about a prophetic dream – so he says – and then fled with him abroad, where she now happily lives with him illicitly.


  Not wanting to believe the troubling words of his brother, Faustinianus still holds out hope. Finally, after a year has passed from their departure, he hires two messengers to go to Athens and search for them. But they are untrustworthy and abscond with the money, never to be heard from again. Then, after two further years of unfulfilled waiting, he hires three more highly trustworthy messengers at great cost, and sends them on the same mission. A year later, these emissaries do in fact return, but report that they had searched everywhere and found nothing. It is their belief that the family had never reached Athens, and no trace had ever been found of any of them.


   


  Exasperated and at his wit’s end, Faustinianus decides to quit his job and search for his family himself. He doesn’t want to believe his brother, but he can’t just ignore him either. He just has to know what had actually happened to his family. So, he goes down to the harbor docks with Clement by his side, and begins to ask of the sailors whether any of them had seen or heard anything about a mother and two young children being cast ashore anywhere. But every sailor tells a different colorful folktale, none of them believable. Nevertheless, although saddened and disappointed, because of the great love that he has for his wife and children, he endures with hope, and resolves to undertake the journey himself – and to search everywhere he possibly can for the rest of his life.


  And so, he leaves Clement under the care of certain highly respectable guardians, tidies up all his records and belongings, and journeys off to seek his wife and his children, tears filling his eyes. Clement is then 12 years old.


  But Faustinianus never returns – and he is never heard from again.


   


  As a Youth


  Under the care of his guardians, Clement grows up to be a wise, honorable, and talented youth. Extremely intelligent and inquisitive, he enters the institute of higher learning at 25 years of age, with the intent of studying spiritual philosophy. He is a man driven by questions about death, immortality, and the soul – and spends most of his waking hours reading, debating, and reasoning about such lofty matters.


   


  But further insights are not forthcoming. It seems to Clement that philosophical reasoning, which was intended to arrive at answers, is instead associated with the setting up and the knocking down of pet theories and doctrines – manifested by strife and discord during debate, each side seeking victory (like in a physical game) through the use of rhetoric, persuasion, and even intimidation. Sometimes, one opinion prevails, and at other times a different opinion prevails. And it is driven more by social dynamics than by logical argument.


  When he once heard that it was concluded in a debate that the soul was immortal, he went away happy and glad – for he always had this inner instinct. But when he heard another time that it was concluded that the soul was mortal, he went away grieved and dejected. Not being able to intellectually determine which doctrine is ultimately correct, he becomes discouraged and depressed. But he can’t stop himself from participating in all such debates. So, he continues in the same draining lifestyle, even at the expense of his health.


  Finally, to stop his downward slide into sickness and despondency, he resolves to go to Alexandria in Egypt and immerse himself with the priests and keepers of the holy shrines of the gods – and to find a great wizard there who would be able to call up a soul, and allow him to see and communicate with it, such that he could learn whether the soul is immortal or not.26


   


  Luckily, before he manages to do anything foolish, he hears about a mighty rumor that has started up and is sweeping throughout the city. Daily, it becomes louder and stronger – saying that just a few years ago, a certain man in the land of Judaea had been preaching to the Jews about the kingdom of the Almighty invisible God. He maintained that if anyone could reform his manner of living, and seek the forgiveness of his sins, then he could enjoy everlasting life in the kingdom of God. In order that He might be believed, He said these things in a sinless state, and full of grace. He performed many wonderful miracles and signs by His mere command, as if He had received power directly from God. He made the deaf to hear, the blind to see, and the lame to walk. He drove away every disease, put to flight every demon, and even made the lepers clean to touch. Sickly people looking at Him from a distance, were sent away cured. Even the dead, after being brought to Him, were raised back to life. There was nothing that He could not do. But to the great majority of people, it was all just murmurings.


   


  And as the years pass, through the arrival of more and more travelers with first-hand accounts, the story line grows ever grander, and the truth of it becomes more and more reasonable. There are discussions and debates all over town asking who He might be and what was His purpose. It is all very curious, but also very suspicious.


   


  Then, one day in the autumn of the season, a good and noble man stands in a public place, and cries out, “People of Rome, listen to me! The Son of God has come in Judaea, proclaiming eternal life to anyone who will live his life according to the counsel of the Father who has sent Him. Therefore, change your manner of life from the worse to the better, from things temporal to things eternal. Know that there is only one God Who is in heaven, and Whose world you now unrighteously live in before His righteous eyes. But if you can change your lifestyle, and live according to His counsel, then, being reborn into the spiritual kingdom and becoming eternal, you will enjoy His remarkable good gifts. But if you are an unbeliever, and you do not repent in this present life, then after death and the dissolution of the body, your soul will be punished eternally by being thrown into a place of unquenchable fire.”


  When Clement hears this announcement, he is astounded that no one among the multitude of people who are listening, says anything to the effect of: “I shall go to Judaea, and see for myself whether this man who tells us these things speaks the truth – whether the Son of God has come into Judaea for the sake of a good and eternal hope, revealing the will of the Father who sent Him. For this is no small matter which they say that He preaches – for He asserts that the souls of some people, being immortal, shall enjoy eternal happiness, but that the souls of others, being thrown into a bottomless pit of fire, shall be punished for ever.”


  This new philosophy is so intriguing, that Clement has to get more information first-hand. He has to know the truth. And he can’t wait for endless speculative debate. So, he quickly packs his bags, leaving many of his affairs in disorder, and heads to the port to engage a ship bound for Judaea.


   


  In Alexandria


  However, the ship bound for Judaea is affected by strong adverse winds and has to harbor in Alexandria for repairs and fairer weather. Clement had wanted to come here anyway to consult with the pagan sages and priests, but now he feels a new imperative. So, he engages himself with the philosophers and intellectuals of the city, and tells them all about the man who had appeared in Rome, and his story about the Son of God in Judaea. They answer that they know nothing of the man in Rome, but concerning the ‘One’ who had appeared in Judaea, and who was said by many reports to be the ‘Son of God’, yes, they had talked with many travelers who had come from there, and had heard about all the wonderful things that He did with a word or a touch. But He was probably just another magician coming from that troubled land. There had been many in the past, and they had also heard of others in the present who were working amazing ‘miracles’.


  When Clement mentions that that he wishes that he could meet with one of those who had seen this ‘Son of God’, they bring him to a somewhat disheveled man, who was speaking in a nearby public square to a crowd gathered around him.


  “This man here is someone who not only is acquainted with the ‘One’, but is also from that country – a Hebrew, by the name of Barnabas,” they say.27 “He maintains that he himself is one of His disciples, and that he is here now to announce to those who will listen, the terms and rewards of His promises.”


  Clement works his way to the front of the crowd and listens intently to what Barnabas has to say. He perceives that he is speaking the truth – and not with any rhetorical overbearing. He is setting forth simply and without hype or craftiness, the things that he has seen and heard about Jesus, the ‘Son of God’.28 Furthermore, he does not confirm his assertions by force
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