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Knowledge check answers
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About this book

This guide covers the topics of Families and households and Beliefs in society in the AQA A-level specification 7192. The content reflects the linear structure of the course, where students have spent 2 years developing their sociological knowledge. The guide indicates and briefly explains and discusses those things that you should know and understand about these topics, but is intended to complement, not replace, your textbooks and class notes.

This guide is designed to help prepare students to answer all question types on Paper 2, Topics in Sociology. The question structures for the two topics are identical. This student guide provides examples of all questions for both topics.

How to use the book

The first main section of the book is Content Guidance. It follows the sequence of topics as they occur in the AQA specification, but it is not necessary to read them in this order, provided you make sure that you cover them all.

In your study of these topic areas you should examine the two core themes. These are:


•  socialisation, culture and identity

•  social differentiation, power and stratification



These are not things to be studied separately — rather, in your study of Families and households and Beliefs in society you should be aware of the two core themes running through the topics.

You should also be aware of both the evidence for and the sociological explanations of the content of these topics. This means that you must study the relevant sociological theories, perspectives and methods associated with these topics, as well as the design of the research used to obtain any data under consideration, including its strengths and limitations. The specification states that you should be involved with the research process and you should experience your own small-scale research, which you can mention in your answers where appropriate. In addition, you should be aware of the importance of conflict and consensus theories, social structure and social action, and the role of values.

Each section of the Content Guidance contains exam tips, knowledge checks and definitions of some key terms. Knowing and understanding the meaning of sociological concepts is an essential part of the whole course.

The second main section of the book contains Questions & Answers. At the beginning of this section are the three assessment objectives against which your exam answers will be judged, with some guidance regarding how to display the required skills, and also a list of command words, with explanations. The questions provided are in the style of the AQA exam for these topics, and are divided into questions for each topic. Each question has two student answers, one from a student whose answer is at the level of an A grade, and one from a student whose answer is at roughly a C grade.

Remember the importance of noting the structure and mark allocations of questions. Throughout the student answers, you will find comments, explaining why what has been written is good and is scoring well, and where things have gone wrong or there is room for improvement. More detailed guidance on how to use the Questions & Answers section is given at the beginning of that section.


Content Guidance

Families and households

The family, social structure and social change: the economy and social policies

All sociologists agree that the family is a very important part of the social structure, but there are disagreements about the role that the family plays for individuals and for society today. One function of the family is to prepare people for their role in the economy. Another function of the family is socialisation.

There are many aspects of family life that you may be asked about, including roles, structures and relationships. The economy, or the world of work, may well affect all three of these areas in different ways.

Structural and social action theories of the family

Structural theories claim that social forces shape people’s position, roles and relationships in family life. These theories include functionalism, Marxism and feminism. Structural theories argue that the individual is passive and lacks free will or the ability to shape or negotiate their position in the family.

In contrast, social action theories claim that, rather than being shaped by social forces, people select or negotiate their own family experiences, roles and relationships. Therefore social action theories are different from structural theories as they argue that individuals have free will.

These two approaches are reflected in the way that family life is researched, with structural approaches taking a more macro, large-scale approach while social action thinkers argue that a smaller-scale or micro approach should be taken in order to understand the meanings attached to family life.

Modern and postmodern views of the family

Modern theories of the family include functionalism and Marxism, while feminism and social action theories are considered late modern (this also includes the sociology of personal life). Modern theorists make a number of assumptions about family life and society more generally which affect their views on the nature of family life. Modern social theorists usually agree that:


•  the family is generally stable and often nuclear

•  identity is generally fixed and predictable

•  religion plays a role in shaping people’s attitudes towards family life

•  family life can be understood through structural forces (functionalists, Marxists and feminists) or through meanings (social action theorists)

•  people are likely to conform in part to what is expected as a social norm, in terms of expectations regarding family life
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Knowledge check 1

If primary socialisation takes place largely within the family, where does secondary socialisation take place?
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However, other sociologists believe that contemporary society is now in a postmodern stage, where these assumptions are no longer useful. Postmodern theorists argue that in order to understand family life in a globalised world, alternative theoretical ideas are necessary. Postmodern sociologists argue that family life today is generally characterised by the following:


•  more fluid and complex identities

•  the availability of an increasing range of choices in relation to family roles, relationships and structures

•  a greater variety of family structures and forms emerging as a result of more rapid globalisation (increasing interconnectedness)

•  a tendency for people to be more individualistic, placing their own needs and wishes above what is expected by others, so that individuals are less likely to conform to particular traditional ideas



Functionalist views of the family

Functionalists take a structural view, which means that they believe social forces shape human behaviour. They argue that institutions such as the family work together in a similar way to organs working together in the body, which they call an organic analogy. Functionalists claim that the family benefits the individual and society. They accept that at times the family is dysfunctional, or fails to function, but they see this as being rare.

George Murdock

In 1949 the functionalist George Murdock published research from his study of a sample of 250 societies, from less developed and developed countries, including America. He concluded that even though there were variations, the ‘nuclear family’ was universal. The nuclear family was characterised by:


•  common residence

•  economic cooperation

•  reproduction



Murdock also believed that the nuclear family performed four basic functions for society. These were sexual, reproductive, economic and educational, with the educational function including socialisation within the family.

Talcott Parsons

The American sociologist Talcott Parsons, writing in the 1950s, claimed that the nuclear family had become more specialised and had shed some of its earlier functions, which were now taken over or shared by other bodies in society, such as the education system. Parsons argued that modern nuclear families performed two essential functions for society. The first was the primary socialisation of children. The second was the stabilisation of the adult personality — this meant that families provided a safe haven for adults, helping them to cope with the stresses and strains of modern living.

Parsons was interested in how tasks were divided between male and female partners, also known as the division of labour. He believed that the male and female should play what he saw as their ‘natural’ roles, which complemented each other and ensured stability in society. The male role was the instrumental role, by which he meant being the breadwinner. The female role was the expressive role, caring for and nurturing the children and looking after the home.
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Knowledge check 2

To what extent do you think there is evidence to support the idea that the instrumental and expressive roles for males and females are ‘natural’?
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Exam tip

It is important to acknowledge that many functionalist ideas are now considered less relevant to society today. There have been many significant social changes since functionalists developed their ideas.
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Evaluation


•  + Draws attention to the importance of the family as an institution in society.

•  + Shows how the family links to the economy.

•  + Shows the positive side of family life for individuals and for society.

•  – Fails to recognise alternative family forms — the nuclear family is no longer the dominant family structure.

•  – Model based on traditional white middle-class family.

•  – Sees the division of labour between the sexes as ‘natural’ rather than learned behaviour.

•  – Ignores negative effects of the family such as domestic violence, subordination of women.
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New Right views of the family

New Right views are primarily political, rather than sociological, and have had a significant influence on British social policies on the family introduced under Conservative and coalition governments.

Charles Murray

Like other New Right thinkers, Murray (1984) is concerned with what he sees as the negative effects caused to individuals and to society by the breakdown of the so-called traditional nuclear family. This breakdown is evidenced by issues such as the rising rates of cohabitation, divorce and single parenthood, and the growth of a culture of dependency which is passed down through the generations. Murray believes that too-generous welfare benefits are largely to blame for many of society’s ills.

The New Right believe that individuals should take responsibility for themselves, with the minimum of state intervention. Murray is known for his development of the concept of ‘the underclass’, a group characterised by what he saw as deviant attitudes towards parenting, work and crime. New Right ideas can be seen in the policies of the Conservative government from 2010, with the shrinking role of the state and reductions in welfare benefits.
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Evaluation


•  + Draws attention to some of the negative effects of family breakdown for individuals and society.

•  – Sees all changes to the traditional nuclear family as negative.

•  – Fails to recognise other factors that can cause family problems and breakdown, such as domestic violence, unemployment, low wages, poor housing, racism.

•  – No evidence for existence of ‘underclass’.
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Marxist views of the family

Marxists take a structural view and claim that the family plays an important part in maintaining the capitalist system, a system based on pursuing profit and private ownership of property.

Friedrich Engels

Engels (1884) believed that family structure evolved over time, and the monogamous nuclear family developed with the emergence of a class society based on private property. Engels argued that the wealthy wanted to make sure they passed down their money to the next generation and therefore the idea of a monogamous nuclear family emerged, with a male head and a female wife who would bear only his children and who also provided the emotional support.

Eli Zaretsky

Zaretsky, in his book Capitalism, the Family and Personal Life (1976), focused on the family as a refuge for individuals, particularly workers, from the alienation caused by capitalism. His argument was that as it provided much-needed relief and comfort to people, the nuclear family acted as a major prop to capitalism. In other words, the family performed an ‘ideological function’. The family also served capitalism in other ways: through the (unpaid) domestic work of women, through the reproduction of the labour force and as an important unit of consumption.
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Knowledge check 3

What is meant by monogamy?
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Louis Althusser

Althusser (1971) saw the family as one of the ideological state apparatuses, that is, those institutions that served capitalism by socialising people into accepting that capitalism and an unequal class society were ‘normal’ — for example, by teaching children to accept authority.
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Evaluation


•  + Shows a link between family structure and the economy.

•  + Takes a critical look at the family.

•  + Shows how the family is part of the ideological state apparatus.

•  – Links everything about the family to the capitalist economic structure — economic determinism.

•  – Ignores other reasons for marriage, such as romantic love.

•  – Focuses on the negative aspects of the family.

•  – By focusing only on capitalism, ignores other forms of oppression, e.g. patriarchy.
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Feminist views of the family

There are various feminist views of the family, but most of them take a highly critical look at how the family affects women. They argue that the family is patriarchal, or male-dominated.

Marxist feminists

Marxist feminists view women as being dually exploited by the family and by capitalism: as well as carrying out unpaid housework, women are expected to absorb men’s frustration with capitalism and raise children to accept capitalist ideology.

Radical feminists

Radical feminists see relationships in the family as damaging for women and believe that huge changes are necessary to overcome patriarchy. They believe that women are oppressed and experience domestic violence, control by men and a lack of

Liberal feminists


Difference feminists
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•  + Challenges the traditional view that gendered roles are ‘natural’.

•  + Focuses on patriarchy as inbuilt into society’s institutions, including the family.

•  + Shows the negative side of family life, especially for women.

•  – Some views fail to recognise the diversity of family life.

•  – Tends to assume that all women are oppressed within the family, and ignores the positive aspects of family life for women.
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Social action theories of the family




The sociology of personal life



Postmodern views of the family



Ulrich Beck


Judith Stacey
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•  + Draws attention to diversity of family structures.

•  + Links changes in families to wider changes such as globalisation and fragmentation of class structure.

•  – Overemphasises the degree of choice in people’s lives, particularly for some women.

•  – Ignores the fact that most family patterns remain fairly traditional or close to this structure.
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The changing family and the economy


Peter Willmott and Michael Young
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•  + Important to look at the relationship between the family and other institutions in society, particularly the economy.

•  – Fails to recognise the importance of class to family and household structure.

•  – The ‘fit thesis’ is not borne out by evidence; many suggest that there has always been family diversity.
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The family and social policies
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Right-wing views on the family




•  Private ownership of housing in response to the housing crisis — the government aim to build 300,000 homes a year by the mid-2020s (2019).

•  The reintroduction of married persons’ tax allowance (2015).

•  The Welfare Reform Act (2012) — this introduced universal credits, a replacement welfare support policy with much stricter application criteria and a stronger emphasis on getting people back to work.

•  Substantial cuts to the Legal Aid budget (2013), meaning less free legal advice for vulnerable groups such as women in abusive relationships.

•  Troubled Families (2011) — a policy designed to tackle families with significant problems such as dependency issues, worklessness and crime.



Left-wing views on the family




•  Paternity Rights (2003) — this extended maternity rights to fathers, including two weeks of unpaid leave.

•  The New Deal (1998) — this helped lone parents to re-enter employment by assisting with childcare and education costs.

•  The Adoption and Children Act (2002) — this act allowed same-sex couples to adopt. It also ensured that the views and wishes of children were heard.

•  The Civil Partnership Act (2004) — this allowed same-sex couples to be publicly and legally recognised as being partners.
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The functionalist view


The Marxist view
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The New Right view



[image: ]



[image: ]



The feminist view
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•  + Sociologists highlight how reductions in state spending have increased inequalities in society, for example significant levels of child poverty.

•  – Some policies seem to be strongly focused on the traditional nuclear family, to the detriment of other types of family structure.
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•  All sociologists agree that the family plays an important role in society.

•  There are consensus and conflict theoretical ideas about the exact relationship between the family and the wider social structure.

•  Changes in the family both lead to and reflect changes in the wider social structure.

•  The family remains an important focus of social policy, though sociologists disagree about the purpose, desirability and effects of different social policies.
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Family diversity, changing patterns of relationships, childbearing and the life course


Marriage



•  In 2016, there were 249,793 marriages in England and Wales.

•  Of all marriages, 97.2% were between opposite-sex couples and 2.8% were between same-sex couples.

•  There were 7,019 marriages between same-sex couples in 2016, an increase of 8.1% from 2015; of these marriages, 55.7% were between female couples.

•  For the first time ever, less than one quarter (24%) of all marriages in 2016 were religious ceremonies.

•  Marriages for those aged 65 and over went up by 46% in a decade, from 7,468 in 2004 to 10,937 in 2014.

•  Marriage remains an important part of family life. According to the most recent census (2011), 65% of all families in the UK include married couples.

•  The average (mean) age of heterosexual marriage has been rising. The average age for men marrying in 2015 was 37.5 years, while for women it was 35.1 years.

•  Remarriage is increasingly likely, as people are more likely to be serial monogamists.

•  A Forced Marriage Unit was created in 2013. In 2018, the Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) gave advice or support related to a possible forced marriage in 1,196 cases. Forced and child marriages in the UK often take place for religious and cultural reasons and are associated with members of some minority ethnic groups.
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Cohabitation



•  According to ONS data, in 2017 there were 3.3 million families with cohabiting couples in the UK, with the figure having more than doubled from 1.5 million in 1996.

•  While for some cohabitation may be a permanent state, for many it is a temporary stage. Almost nine out of ten couples who marry have lived together before marriage.

•  Cohabitation often occurs after a divorce or separation, which explains why more than four out of every ten cohabiting couples are over the age of 40.

•  One of the reasons for the growth in cohabitation is likely to be the decline in the stigma of this arrangement, though the sheer number of couples cohabiting is also an important factor in its growing acceptability.
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Separation and divorce
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•  The Divorce Reform Act (1969) introduced ‘irretrievable breakdown’ as a reason for divorce, leading to a significant increase in the number of divorces. Before this act, there had to be a specific reason for divorce such as adultery.

•  The Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act (1984) allowed couples to divorce after only 1 year of marriage.

•  The Family Law Act (1996) increased the minimum time of being married before divorcing to 18 months. This introduced time for reflection and consideration of children’s views, in an attempt to reduce the number of divorces.

•  In 2019, it was announced that legal changes would be made to marriage so that a ‘no-fault divorce’ would be introduced. This is so that during the divorce process, nobody has to be ‘blamed’ for behaviour leading to a divorce. The argument is that a blame culture leads to harm to the couple and in particular the children who may find divorce a damaging process if parents are negative towards each other during the process.
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•  In 2017, there were 8.4 divorces of opposite-sex couples per 1,000 married men and women aged 16 years and over — the lowest divorce rate since 1973 and a 5.6% decrease from 2016 (ONS data).

•  According to the ONS (2017), unreasonable behaviour was the most common reason for opposite-sex couples divorcing, with 52% of wives and 37% of husbands petitioning on these grounds. It was also the most common reason for same-sex couples divorcing, accounting for 83% of divorces among women and 73% among men.

•  Couples may separate, either legally or informally, instead of, or prior to, divorcing. The 2011 census found that almost 4% of the married population were not living together as a married couple.



What are the consequences of divorce?



Childbearing and the life course



•  An important statistic when looking at childbearing is the total fertility rate (TFR). This is the average number of children born to a woman over her lifetime.

•  After steadily falling from the high levels in Victorian times (apart from the ‘baby booms’ of the mid-1940s and 1960s), the 2011 census showed that the TFR for England and Wales had risen by 18% over the previous decade and stood at 1.9. The increase was put down largely to improvements in fertility treatment and the growing number of first-generation immigrant mothers, coming from societies where the norm for family size was higher than in the UK.

•  In 2017, the total fertility rate (TFR) declined for the fifth consecutive year to 1.76 children per woman, from 1.81 in 2016.

•  Fertility rates decreased for every age group in 2017, except for women aged 40 years and over. In that age group the rate increased by 1.3% to 16.1 births per 1,000 women, reaching the highest level since 1949.

•  Fertility rates for non-British-born women are higher than those for British-born women: 28.4% of live births in 2017 were to mothers born outside the UK, following a gradual rise from 11.6% in 1990.
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•  changes to the benefits system

•  uncertainty over employment in the economic recession

•  the shortage of affordable housing

•  the growing costs of raising a child
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•  more women participating in higher education and going on to establish a career

•  improvements in fertility treatment





•  programmes of sex and relationship education in schools

•  targeted support for those deemed most at risk

•  rising aspirations among many teenage girls
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Life course analysis


Family and household structures



What are the recent patterns?


•  In 2017 there were 19.0 million families in the UK, a 15% increase from 16.6 million in 1996.

•  With 12.9 million families, the married or civil partner couple family remained the most common type in 2017, with the cohabiting couple family growing the fastest.

•  In the UK there were 27.2 million households in 2017, resulting in an average household size of 2.4.

•  In 2017, there were 3.9 million people living alone aged 16 to 64 years, of which a larger proportion were male (58.5%). Similarly, there were 3.8 million people living alone aged 65 and over, but a larger proportion (66.5%) were female.

•  Young males were more likely to be living with their parents than young females; in 2017, around 32% of males aged 20 to 34 years were living with their parents, compared with 20% of females aged 20 to 34 years.
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•  the increasing difficulty for first-time buyers to obtain a mortgage

•  rising rents, especially in towns and cities

•  high unemployment among young people

•  paying off student loans



Family types
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Nuclear family


Extended family


Reconstituted family


Beanpole family


Living apart together (LAT)


Empty-nest family
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What are the different sociological views on family diversity?



•  Radical feminists regard the traditional nuclear family as damaging or oppressive for women, and see alternatives as representing a more positive approach to family life where women are able to develop their own more equal or liberated positions.

•  Gillian Dunne (1999) argues that lesbian couples as an alternative to traditional nuclear family structures are more equal since they lack the traditional ingrained gender roles or gender scripts that occur within heterosexual couples.

•  Functionalists such as Chester (1985) argue that although many women work, families on the whole have retained nuclear family structures. In fact, demographic trends suggest that although there are higher rates of divorce, many people choose to remarry, so people still aspire to nuclear family structures.

•  Chester calls the nuclear family where both parents work the ‘neo-conventional nuclear family’, stating that people still retain their positive view of this family type.

•  On the other hand, Giddens (1992) claims that people are less concerned with fulfilling traditional family roles and structures and are instead increasingly concerned with emotionally fulfilling relationships, or ‘pure relationships’, and that therefore family diversity is a positive thing and occurring to a much larger extent than before.

•  Rhona and Robert Rapoport (1982) believe that the rapid changes brought about by globalisation and postmodernity result in much greater family diversity. They claim that this diversity takes many different forms, including cultural, life stage, organisational, generational and social class diversity (CLOGS for short).
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•  + Draws attention to the significant number of changes that have occurred to family and household structures.

•  + Recognises the wide variety of family and household types.

•  + Shows that social, cultural and economic factors help to shape both family and household structures.

•  + Shows that marriage remains an important institution.
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•  Relationships are changing significantly, divorce has become more socially acceptable and alternatives to marriage have increased.

•  Despite the rise in cohabitation and single-person households, marriage remains an important institution.

•  The laws governing marriage have changed, allowing same-sex couples in England and Wales to marry.

•  Most cohabiting couples go on to marry.

•  The divorce rate has slowed down, but four out of ten couples now marrying are likely to divorce.

•  The average age of mothers giving birth has risen, largely due to female career opportunities, female participation in higher education, improvements in fertility treatment and women embarking on new relationships following separation or divorce.

•  There has been an increase in reconstituted families.

•  A growing number of couples who are in a relationship choose not to live together.

•  Globalisation has led to increasing communication and travel, which has led to increasing migration and more opportunities to maintain relationships within and beyond the family.
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Gender roles, domestic labour and power relationships within the family today

Gender roles
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Functionalist views


Marxist views


Feminist views


‘March of progress’ views


Domestic labour: the evidence

What are the patterns?



•  Women carry out an overall average of 60% more unpaid work than men. On average men do 16 hours a week of unpaid work (which includes cooking, transport, childcare, adult care, housework, laundry and volunteering), compared to the 26 hours a week of unpaid work done by women.

•  With regard specifically to cooking, childcare and housework, women perform more than double the proportion of unpaid work of those kinds compared to men.
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What is the evidence that relationships are becoming more egalitarian?


•  Lyonette and Crompton (2015) find that men are contributing more to the domestic division of labour, mainly because of increased pressure on women who are at work.

•  Man-Yee Kan and Laurie (2016) argue that there is considerable variation in the division of labour according to ethnicity. Mixed background women have the lowest share of housework (65%) while Pakistani women have the greatest share (83%).



What is the evidence that relationships remain unequal?


•  Feminists such as Oakley point out that women continue to do much of the housework despite working outside the home, which continues to create a ‘dual burden’ for many women.

•  Man-Yee Kan (2016) found that generally women continue to do much more housework than men, although women with degrees tend to do less housework than women without degrees — there is variation in the types of jobs women do and the amount of housework they do. Furthermore, Man-Yee Kan found that African Caribbean and Indian men are more likely to help more with housework than white men.

•  According to Norman and Watt (2017), women spend around twice as long on housework as men do. In the UK, men spend an average of 34 minutes on housework and cooking for every hour that women spend.

•  Dunscombe and Marsden (1993) found that in terms of emotion work, such as taking care of ill children, resolving family conflict and listening to problems, women continue to take the majority of responsibility, often feeling ‘emotionally deserted’ by their husbands. This results in women feeling that they now have a triple shift of paid work, domestic work and emotion work.



The sandwich generation
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Power relationships




Other evidence that power is not equally distributed in relationships


•  Vogler and Pahl (2001) found that decision making remains dominated by men taking the more serious decisions, which they claimed is because men earn more money than women.

•  Hardill (1997) found that although women are earning more, men continue to take important decisions, which is further evidence that power relationships remain unequal.



The abuse of power
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Domestic violence



•  In 2018, according to the Office for National Statistics, on average two women were killed by their partner or ex-partner every week in England and Wales.

•  On average the police in England and Wales receive over 100 calls relating to domestic abuse every hour.

•  The Survey of England and Wales estimates that 1.2 million women experienced domestic abuse in the year ending March 2017 and 4.3 million women aged 16–59 have experienced domestic abuse since the age of 16 (ONS, 2018).
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•  – Functionalists see gendered roles within the family as positive and natural, ignoring the negative consequences for many women.

•  – Both Marxists and feminists largely see women’s roles within the family in a negative way, ignoring the fact that many women enjoy at least some parts of their domestic and childcare tasks.

•  + Feminists have drawn attention to the importance of women’s roles within the family, an area previously ignored by sociologists.

•  + Families are recognised as sites of power, with often negative consequences for women and children.
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•  There is still evidence to suggest that relationships continue to follow traditional patterns, despite many women now working.

•  While there have been improvements in some areas of family life, women continue to be responsible for most domestic labour and emotional work while men tend to hold more power because they still tend to earn more.

•  Marxists and feminists have drawn attention to the ways in which females are exploited within the family.

•  Marxists believe women’s exploitation stems largely from capitalism, while feminists see it as a result of patriarchy.

•  The family is a site of power, which can be abusive in nature.
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Childhood: changes in the status of children in the family and society
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Different views of childhood

‘March of progress’ views



•  There has been a significant fall in the infant mortality rate. In 2016 the infant mortality rate was 3.8, whereas just over 100 years earlier, in 1911, the rate was 130.

•  Fewer children are being born and families are smaller, which means that there is more time and energy given to children. This suggests that we now live in a more child-centred society.

•  Children now remain in compulsory education until 18, meaning that there is a longer period when they do not have adult responsibilities and are economically dependent on adults.

•  Increasingly, legislation has prevented children from having to work at a young age and has protected young people when they are at work, for example in the hours they can legally work and in the kinds of work that they are allowed to do.

•  Children now have a number of legal rights to afford them protection.

•  Specialist children’s services have been introduced to protect and foster children’s health and wellbeing.

•  Research has been carried out into how children’s bodies and minds develop, so there is a wealth of information about issues such as diet and appropriate play and learning activities.

•  There is a huge range of age-appropriate toys and literature available.
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Philippe Ariès (1960)


Conflict views



•  The number of children on child protection plans from 2014 to 2018 has risen significantly, to over 53,000 in the UK. The problems faced by such children include physical and sexual abuse as well as neglect.

•  The higher risk of divorce and family breakdown puts children at higher risk of mental health issues.

•  If current trends remain as they are, any child born today in the UK has more than a one-in-three chance of not living with both birth parents by the age of 15.

•  The separation between childhood and adulthood is increasingly blurred. Through greater access to the internet and social media, children are increasingly exposed to what many would consider highly inappropriate material.

•  The rise of social media sites has led to incidents of ‘cyberbullying’ and exploitation, and greater pressure to look a particular way.

•  According to census figures there are estimated to be at least 376,000 young adult carers in the UK aged 16–25. They face considerable stress, including a higher likelihood of mental health problems, disrupted education and financial problems.

•  Children are the objects of high-powered consumer campaigns. At a younger age this can lead to ‘pester power’ when they beg their parents to buy them particular goods, and at older ages young people can be under pressure to achieve a particular body shape and wear certain types of clothing and make-up.
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Neil Postman (1982)


Sue Palmer (2006)
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•  + March of progress views demonstrate many improvements in the life of children.

•  + Conflict views draw attention to many contemporary problems affecting children and young people.

•  – March of progress arguments ignore current problems such as child poverty, child abuse and exploitation.

•  – Conflict views ignore some of the changes which have led to a more positive experience of childhood today.
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Social and cultural differences


Children’s rights
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The global picture
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•  ‘Childhood’ is a social construct and its meaning varies according to time and place, and also within and between different groups.

•  There are two main views about changes in childhood in Britain.

•  The ‘march of progress’ view is that childhood has improved.

•  The conflict view is that life has become more difficult for children.

•  There are differences in the ways that parents from different groups bring up their children, but social class seems to exert a greater influence than ethnicity.

•  Children now have a significant number of legal rights, but there are many cases of the abuse or denial of these rights.
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Demographic changes since 1900 and the impact of globalisation



[image: ]



[image: ]



Birth rates


Measuring birth rates


Recent trends


•  According to The Lancet, the birth rate in 2017 was 1.7, which is similar to that of most European countries.

•  Fertility rates have decreased for every age group in 2017, except for women aged 40 years and over — in that age group, the rate increased by 1.3% to 16.1 births per 1,000 women, reaching the highest level since 1949.

•  Changes in social norms are reflected in the fact that the average age of mothers giving birth in 2017 increased to 30.5 years, from 26.4 years in 1975.

•  In 2017, just over half of all live births were to parents who were married or in a civil partnership (51.9%); however, 67.3% of live births outside of marriage or civil partnership were to parents who lived together.

•  In 2017, 28.4% of live births were to mothers born outside the UK, following a gradual rise from 11.6% in 1990.

•  In 2017, the total fertility rate (TFR) declined for the fifth consecutive year to 1.76 children per woman, from 1.81 in 2016.
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Reasons for the fall in birth rates


•  The rising age of mothers. The older a woman is before she has her first child, the fewer children she is likely to have. Older mothers also find it more difficult to conceive.

•  The survival of children. In 1900, before the welfare state, poorer families especially needed to have some surviving children to care for ageing parents. As more children survived, the need to have as many offspring fell.

•  Economic cost. Children used to be an economic asset for their family, earning wages from a very early age. As the age of compulsory education has risen, children have increasingly become an economic cost, making it more difficult for families to support large numbers of children. Figures published in 2015 by the Centre for Economics and Business Research show that the cost of raising a child to the age of 21 has risen by 63% since 2003 and stands at about £230,000 per child, with the first four years of life being the most expensive.

•  Improved availability and reliability of contraception. The contraceptive pill was made available on the NHS in 1961, though initially only to married women who had already borne children. In 1974, it was made available on prescription to single women.

•  Legalised abortion. Women have always resorted to abortion, often at devastating cost to themselves. From 1967, under certain conditions, abortion was made legal in England, Wales and Scotland.

•  Women’s increased participation in the labour market. While many mothers are in paid employment, this is obviously more difficult for mothers with larger families.

•  The growing number of women who remain childless. Of women born in 1968 (i.e. whose childbearing years are thought to be over), 18% are childless, compared with 11% of women born in 1941.
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Death rates




Infant mortality rate (IMR)
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Reasons for the fall in death rates



•  advances in medicine, both in diagnosis and treatment, with particular advances in surgery

•  significant improvements in public health, sanitation, housing and the supply of clean water

•  programmes of vaccination, which have had a particularly beneficial effect on infants and children, and have helped significantly to reduce death rates from infectious diseases

•  the introduction of the National Health Service in 1947, providing free treatment and care

•  the development of antibiotics

•  improvements in ante-natal and post-natal care

•  improved food production and a generally higher standard of living

•  changes in the law resulting in safer working conditions, though there are still some occupations that are particularly hazardous



Family size
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Muslim families




[image: ]



[image: ]



Reasons for the change in family size


Life expectancy and an ageing population




•  Welfare payments — as more people will be drawing their pensions and may also be in need of other benefits, this will increase the pressure on the welfare system.

•  Retirement age — partly in order to fund this, the age at which people can retire from work and draw a pension will rise.

•  Health and social care — older people increasingly have various health conditions and need medication and hospital care more frequently than younger people. This will put a strain on the NHS and social services.

•  Accommodation — there will be a growing need for places in care homes and assisted living facilities for those unable to look after themselves.

•  Family carers — at least in the initial stages of a person’s physical and/or mental decline, family members provide at least some care. The number of those caring for elderly relatives will increase.

•  Politics — older people tend to have a higher voting turn-out rate than younger people, which might have an effect on the policies that parties offer.

•  Support — by no means all older people need care and support. Many of them provide invaluable help to younger members of their family, for example in childcare and financial support.
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Reasons for the increase in life expectancy



•  advances in medicine, especially in surgery and the control of infectious diseases

•  improvements in sanitation and housing

•  improvements in food supply and quality

•  the introduction of the welfare state and the National Health Service

•  new drugs to cure or to extend the life of those with once-fatal diseases, such as some types of cancer

•  improvements in health education and preventive medicine, giving people the knowledge to live a healthy lifestyle
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Migration and globalisation
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Demographic impact of migration


Who are the migrants?



[image: ]



[image: ]




Why do people come to the UK?



•  Work — the most common reason non-British citizens reported for coming to the UK in 2016 was work. About 226,000 (50%) came for work, followed by those who came for study (124,000 or 27%).

•  Study — a very large number of foreign-born young people come to the UK to study, but their stay is almost always temporary.

•  Joining a family member — the rules have been tightened. Only British citizens or those resident in the UK earning a particular gross annual salary set by the government can apply to allow their spouse, partner, fiancé(e) or child(ren) to enter and live in the UK.

•  Asylum — asylum seekers represent only a very small proportion of immigrants, as the rules granting them permission to stay are very strict.
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How does globalisation affect family life?



•  Many people are now expected to travel for work, resulting in some couples living apart together (LAT).

•  Increased use of technology has made it possible for families and extended families to maintain contact, despite not living near to each other.

•  More families are likely to move due to the increased ease and availability of travel, so families are even more geographically mobile than before.

•  Immigration has increased as travel and transport have become easier, leading to greater cultural diversity in the UK, including a variety of differences such as in fertility rates and in family structures, roles and relationships.
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•  With a few exceptions, birth rates have fallen steadily since 1900.

•  A growing proportion of births are now to women born outside the UK.

•  The largest fall in death rates occurred among babies and young children. Adult death rates fell more slowly.

•  Life expectancy has increased considerably, with the result that the UK has an ageing population.

•  Migrants tend to be younger and to come to the UK to work or study, and the women tend to have higher fertility rates than UK-born women.

•  Globalisation has resulted in more travel and increased use of information technology, leading to significant changes in family life.
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Beliefs in society

Ideology, science and religion


Ideology


Science



•  It uses a scientific method of enquiry, which aims to discover regularities and recurring relationships between variables by a rigorous system of observation and the collection of empirical evidence.

•  It proceeds through hypothesis formation and controlled testing, with the aim of identifying theories (confirmed hypotheses) and eventually scientific laws.

•  The main goal is to understand the natural world in order to make predictions and, where possible, to control it.

•  Science is an open knowledge system, which means that findings can be tested and falsified, being replaced by new ideas or empirical evidence.



What is the relationship between science and religion?



•  One of the first major conflicts between the Christian church and science occurred in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, when Copernicus and Galileo claimed that the sun was at the centre of the universe, and that the Earth and other planets moved around it. Religious thinkers of the time saw this view as highly controversial because it directly challenged religious beliefs — according to the Bible, the Earth was the centre.

•  A more serious scientific challenge to the authority of the church was Darwin’s theory of evolution, and this continues to cause controversy today, between those accepting Darwinian theory and creationists, who hold that the Bible stories of the Earth’s creation are literally true.

•  With the spread of the Enlightenment and scientific views, many former teachings of the church have been changed or dropped, and it is suggested that only the church’s core teachings remain intact. The current situation tends to be that the church is the authority on moral and spiritual issues, while science deals with factual matters.
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Religion





•  Inclusivist definitions: these include many phenomena that to some might seem controversial, such as magic, or even beliefs some might consider non-religious beliefs, such as veganism.

•  Exclusivist definitions: these exclude phenomena that make no reference to a supernatural being or beings, and therefore limit what will be defined as religious. Stark and Bainbridge (1985) use an exclusivist definition of religion when they argue that religions must involve some conception of a supernatural being, world or force, and the notion that events and conditions on Earth are influenced by the supernatural.
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•  Substantive definitions: these refer to a defining characteristic, such as a belief in God, as the distinctive feature of a religion.

•  Functional definitions: these focus on the role that religion performs for society as a whole, such as acting as a unifying force.
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•  + It is important to explore different definitions of religion because they affect the way that religion is measured.

•  – Inclusivist-functional definitions are so encompassing that they make the idea of a specifically religious sphere of activity difficult to identify — everything can be seen as ‘religious’.

•  – Exclusivist-substantive definitions limit what can be seen as religious and lead inevitably to the idea that in many societies religious observance has declined in importance.



[image: ]



What is the role of religion?


Functionalist views
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Durkheim



•  He argued that there is a difference between ‘the profane’, which was normal, everyday life, and ‘the sacred’, which referred to what he called things ‘set apart and forbidden’.

•  He studied the totemism of Aboriginal Australians, a form of religion in which the sacred object of the totem represented the clan or tribe. In this way the totem symbolised society, and the collective rituals restated the importance and significance of shared social bonds.

•  Religion thus acted to bind individuals to society, enabling them to understand and accept approved social relationships through the shared values of religious belief.

•  Religion also served to regulate people’s behaviour by providing moral guidance, which enabled people to live together in society without the problems caused by selfish individualism.



Malinowski



•  He saw religion as the response of individuals to the uncertainty of the world, providing them with a sense of security.

•  In his research on the Trobriand Islands, Malinowski established that people use religion as a way of coping with situations where there is a high level of risk, for example fishing in dangerous waters.



Talcott Parsons



•  He saw religion as continuing to fulfil some of the ‘needs’ of society.

•  Parsons argued that religion operates as a ‘mechanism of adjustment’, meaning it is somewhere to turn when there are ‘life crises’ which may potentially disrupt people’s lives and therefore social order.



Bellah



•  Bellah introduced the concept of ‘civil religion’, by which he meant the adoption of religious ideas, rituals and symbols to bind society together.

•  His ideas were developed with regard to American society, though they are now applied more widely. Some examples would be pledging allegiance to the flag and US presidents ending their speeches with the words ‘God bless America’. Others have suggested that Armistice Day commemorations, coronations and the response to the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, are also examples of civil religion.
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•  + Religion plays an important role in the establishment and maintenance of social cohesion.

•  + Religion benefits the individual and society through offering comfort, therefore reducing the chance of instability.

•  – This is a static view of religion — functionalists did not attempt to explain the rise of new religions.

•  – The evidence for Durkheim’s and Malinowski’s views came from the study of very small, atypical societies which cannot easily be applied to complex, religiously diverse contemporary societies.

•  – Traditional functionalist theories are unable to account for secularisation or the conflict resulting from religious beliefs.
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Marxist views


Marx



•  Marx saw religion as acting as a cushion to the effects of capitalism, to offer comfort, or in his words to act as an ‘opium of the masses’. In this way religion prevents people from challenging the system and therefore maintains capitalism.

•  Marx saw religion as an aspect of ideology which was an important element in the ‘false consciousness’ of both the working class (or proletariat) and the bourgeoisie, in that neither group had a real appreciation of their position as pawns of the system. Religion blinds the working class to their true condition, i.e. one of exploitation, and socialises them into a set of beliefs that is contrary to their interests. In particular, it teaches them that obedience to authority (‘accepting God’s will’) is their route to salvation, which will await them in the afterlife. This is sometimes known as the ‘theodicy of disprivilege’, whereby inequalities are explained as God-given and therefore cannot and should not be challenged.
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•  + Religion is seen as being determined by the economic base (substructure) rather than theological ideas.

•  + There is an acknowledgement that for the proletariat, religion can help to ease the pain of exploitation.

•  + The idea that the bourgeoisie are carrying out God’s will enables them to continue their pursuit of profit and exploitation of the proletariat.

•  – The explanation of religion is that its sole origin is the economic base of society.

•  – Marx may have overstated the role of religion in ruling-class ideology.

•  – Marx’s ideas may no longer be relevant in a contemporary society where there are a range of belief systems and secularisation coexisting.
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Neo-Marxism


Gramsci


Maduro
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•  + Acknowledges that religion can sometimes act independently of the substructure.

•  + Shows how religion can sometimes benefit the working class, for example through liberation theology.

•  + Accepts that the ruling class cannot always achieve complete hegemonic control.

•  – Can overstate the revolutionary aspects of religion — in most cases, it is used to support the status quo and helps to preserve the power of the ruling class.
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Interactionism
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•  + Interactionists are interested in the small-scale meanings attached to religious beliefs, which may be more useful than structural explanations.

•  + Weber stressed the importance of individual beliefs as factors in social developments, rejecting economic determinism.

•  – Interactionists ignore the influence of structural factors when considering the role of religion.

•  – Interactionists are unable to account for the larger-scale changes in beliefs.
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Postmodernism
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•  + Offers an explanation for the increase in the number and nature of religious groups in contemporary society, including sects, cults and New Age practices.

•  + Sees the rise of fundamentalism as a rational response to the lack of certainty in postmodern societies.

•  – Overemphasises the extent to which the old certainties and ideas have collapsed and the degree to which people are faced with ‘real’ choices.

•  – Fundamentalism can be seen as a reactionary response to modernism, rather than a postmodern reaction to increased choice.
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Feminist perspectives




[image: ]



[image: ]






[image: ]



[image: ]






[image: ]



[image: ]




[image: ]



•  + Feminist perspectives draw attention to the patriarchal nature of most religions.

•  + Offer some explanation of the continued subservient roles allocated to women within religions.

•  + Suggest why more women than men might be attracted to NRMs.

•  − Feminist perspectives don’t really explain why the older, female-oriented religions were suppressed.

•  − Tend to ignore the positive role that religion can play for women, for example in offering support and status within the role in the family.
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•  There are three belief systems: religion, ideology and science.

•  Science refers to both a body of knowledge and a method of developing and testing hypotheses.

•  When looking at any hypotheses, research or writings on religion, it is important to note which definition of religion is being used.

•  Different theories of religion take different viewpoints on the relationship between religion, religious beliefs and the wider society.
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Religion, social change and social stability

Religion and social change
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•  ascetic lifestyle (living frugally)

•  work as a calling (the idea that being hard-working was a sign of being religiously good)

•  predestination (the idea that it is already decided whether a person will go to heaven or not, which caused people to look anxiously for signs of God’s favour, such as economic success)






•  The civil rights movement in the USA in the 1960s was closely linked with the black preacher Martin Luther King.

•  In Latin America in the 1960s and 1970s, radical and even revolutionary groups emerged within the Roman Catholic Church and some priests and nuns took the side of the poor and oppressed against right-wing leaderships. This is referred to as liberation theology.

•  Islamic fundamentalists brought down the Westernised rule of the Shah of Persia in 1979 and replaced it with the world’s first Islamic state, Iran, governed by ayatollahs (high-ranking Shiite religious leaders). A return to conservative values was enforced.

•  In the 1980s, the Roman Catholic Church in Poland opposed the Communist regime and supported the Solidarity trade union movement to achieve social change.
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•  + Examples show that under certain circumstances, religions and religious ideas can help to bring about social change.

•  + Some religious ideas do challenge the status quo.

•  − It can be argued that these are minority examples and that, in general, the established churches act in the interests of the most powerful group(s) to maintain the existing social order.
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Religion and social conflict
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•  + Can be seen as a reaction against postmodernity in which all metanarratives have been undermined.

•  + Can be seen as a challenge to established religious beliefs and practices, invoking a re-examination of the founding texts.

•  + Represents an authentic religious response to increasing secularisation.

•  − The term ‘fundamentalism’ was originally used to refer to a movement in American Protestantism — it is not necessarily appropriate to apply it to other, especially non-Western, religions.

•  − Some people question the extent to which fundamentalism has actually grown. The very visible nature of some events may make such movements seem more numerous and powerful than they actually are.
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Religion and social stability
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•  + The emphasis on tradition and continuity has a wide appeal in conditions of rapid change.

•  + State religions link religious beliefs and practices to allegiance to the state, helping to explain the absence of revolutionary movements.

•  − Conservative religious bodies have been allied to certain nation states and this has led them to defend and support ruthless regimes and practices that ignore human rights.

•  − Unquestioning support for the status quo hampers progress in many areas of life, for example equal rights for women and gay people.

•  − Clinging to traditional values in a changing world can cause much unhappiness, as people struggle to reconcile their religious faith with their preferred way of life.
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•  Religions and religious beliefs can act as a force for social change.

•  They can also act to maintain social stability and preserve the status quo.

•  Some religious groups are radical in that they attempt to overthrow a particular regime or set of values, but conservative in that once established, they attempt, sometimes by force, to bring that society back to ‘traditional values’.

•  Religions can also act as a source of social conflict, either between different religions or within the same religion.
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Religious organisations
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Churches



•  There is a formal organisational structure with a hierarchy of paid officials.

•  Membership is open to everyone.

•  Membership is usually ‘ascribed’ — that is, members are born into the church, though some will be converts. Being baptised into the church brings about ‘salvation through grace’.

•  They tend to be large and appeal to the middle class, especially the Church of England.

•  They have positive attitudes towards, and often close links with, the state and the established order, sometimes resulting in ideologies to defend and legitimise the status quo.
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Sects





•  At least initially, they tend to be small, and are often led by a charismatic leader.

•  They hold a belief that only their members will be ‘saved’ through their personal commitment and adherence to a particular lifestyle — ‘salvation through faith’.

•  Membership is often through a personal spiritual experience.

•  Members often have to adhere to a strict moral code.

•  Members are often drawn from the lower social classes and marginalised groups.

•  There is sometimes an oppositional relationship to the state.
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•  Conversionist — sects that try to change the world, such as The Salvation Army.

•  Adventist — sects that are awaiting some kind of divine intervention, usually the ‘Second Coming’ of the Messiah, for example Jehovah’s Witnesses.

•  Introversionist — sects that withdraw, and often live apart from the wider society in order to develop members’ ‘inner spirituality’, such as the Amish.



Denominations



•  Denominations have overcome one of the problems faced by some sects, particularly those led by a charismatic leader, namely how to ensure the survival of the group after the death of the leader. Denominations have developed a more formal set of rules to ensure succession and also a hierarchical structure.

•  Denominations are usually tolerant of the wider society and accept a lower level of commitment from members than do most sects.

•  Members of denominations want their children to be brought up in the faith. This has led some of them to adopt the practice of infant baptism, a feature which makes denominations more like a church.

•  Unlike sects and churches, denominations take a non-universalist approach to salvation — that is, they accept that there are other ways to salvation than through membership of their organisation.



Cults



•  Cults are loose-knit, non-hierarchical organisations that involve varying levels of commitment.

•  Cults may appeal more to middle-class people who are seeking greater personal fulfilment or success or perhaps some spirituality in their lives.

•  They often, though not always, involve payment, for example yoga classes.

•  They do not necessarily involve attendance and often rely upon the use of modern technology such as the internet.
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•  + Identifies key characteristics of religious organisations, showing similarities and differences between them.

•  + Attempts to locate religious organisations in their historical context.

•  + Shows how some religious organisations may develop over time.

•  − Not always easy or possible to take account of the dynamics of groups and how they have changed over time.

•  − Often very difficult to locate a religious group in a particular category.

•  − Not all sects are led by a charismatic leader, and not all sects have a particularly strong appeal to members of the working class.
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New religious movements
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•  World-affirming — such groups accept the goals and values of the wider society, and offer members ways of achieving personal success. They are unlike many religious movements in that there is usually no theology or ritual, and members live ‘normal’ lives within society, attending meetings or gatherings when required or desired. An example is Transcendental Meditation (TM).

•  World-accommodating — this kind of group is often an offshoot of an established church. Typically, they neither reject nor embrace the world, but work towards restoring the spiritual purity they consider the main body of the church to have lost. They sometimes believe that members have special gifts, such as prophecy or glossolalia (the ability to ‘speak in tongues’). An example is the New Pentecostalists.

•  World-rejecting — these groups completely reject the world around them, believing it to be evil and corrupt. They expect followers to withdraw from wider society, to a greater or lesser degree, and some of them have authoritarian regimes. Examples are the People’s Temple, the Unification Church (‘Moonies’) and Branch Davidian.





•  As their members are converts, they tend to be more enthusiastic and active than those born into a religion.

•  They are likely to appeal to an atypical sample of the population — usually younger and often from a middle-class background.

•  They are usually led by a founder accorded a charismatic status by the followers. This means that the leader is unrestricted by rules or traditions.

•  Tensions are likely to arise between the group and the wider society, due to the more controversial views sometimes held by the group.

•  NRMs change far more rapidly and radically than older, more established religions. Inevitably, the charismatic founders will die and the initial converts will age, and therefore the demographic composition of the movements will undergo a marked transformation.
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Who joins NRMs?



•  a social grievance

•  a strong interpersonal bond with the person or persons who recruited them





•  pre-existing social networks (friends recruited friends, family members recruited other family members)

•  the development of strong social bonds between members

•  existing members engaging in intensive daily interaction with new members to keep up their commitment

•  weak external social ties — few friends outside the group

•  limited or no experience of, or affiliation to, another religion

•  members who were ‘seekers’ — seeking answers to the ‘big questions’ in life

•  members who wanted direct rewards, such as self-esteem and/or a sense of power and control





[image: ]



[image: ]



New Age movements
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•  + NRMs, as a wider term than sects or cults, are a more appropriate way of defining the many new religious groups that have developed since the latter part of the twentieth century.

•  + NRMs have met a religious or spiritual need for some who might not have engaged with mainstream religions.

•  + Some NRMs have caused mainstream religions to reflect on their basic values and the extent to which these are still reflected in their beliefs and practices.

•  − The terms NRMs and NAMs cover such a wide variation of movements that it is often difficult to fit some groups into a particular classification.

•  − Some NRMs have caused public concerns over their controlling tendencies, particularly those in which members have harmed themselves or others.

•  − Not all NRMs have a particular appeal to the working class, nor do all members join out of a sense of deprivation.
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•  There are various ways of classifying religious organisations.

•  While classifications are helpful, they are ideal types, and many organisations and groups do not fit easily into classifications.

•  Most religious organisations experience greater or lesser changes over time, so may fit more easily into a classification at one stage of their development than another.

•  Some groups are secretive and/or hostile to outsiders, so knowledge of these may be partial.

•  Most classifications apply only to Christian groups and it is difficult and often unwise to apply them to other religions.

•  There has been a growth in both NRMs and NAMs since the mid-twentieth century.
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Religious/spiritual organisations and social groups




	•  Christian
	59%



	•  Muslim
	5%



	•  Other
	4%



	•  Not stated
	7%



	•  No religion
	25%






•  The proportion stating that they had ‘no religion’ rose from 14.8% to 25.1%.

•  The proportion stating that they were Christian fell from 71.7% to 59.3%.

•  All ‘other’ religions increased — the largest increase being among Muslims, from 3.0% to 4.8%.



Religion and social class
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Religion and gender





•  Traditionally, mothers have the major role in child-rearing, and see church-going and church activities as part of their role of instilling moral values in their children.

•  When many women did not work outside the home, they had more time for church-going during the week.

•  There are different patterns of socialisation for males and females, with males socialised to be more aggressive and rational, while females are encouraged to develop their emotional side, making them more receptive to issues of morality.

•  Until recently, men and women operated in very different spheres — the socially gendered division of labour led to their having different structural locations, with men more exposed to the wider society through their work and women more confined to the domestic sphere. Men were thus more likely to pick up new ideas and attitudes, such as those concerned with growing secularisation.
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Religion and age
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Religion and ethnicity
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•  Cultural transition: as minority ethnic groups move into a new area, religion is useful as a support mechanism to help settle in and build community networks.

•  Cultural defence: some minority ethnic groups use religion as a way to protect their identity, for instance to seek refuge from hostility or prejudice (e.g. in response to Islamophobia).
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•  + It is useful to examine the composition of religious groups with reference to class, gender, age and ethnicity.

•  + The Marxist concept of ideology and the Weberian concept of the ideology of disprivilege are helpful in analysing the links between religion and social class.

•  + Age is one of the most important social factors associated with different levels of religiosity.

•  + Research shows the importance of religious identity to many minority ethnic groups.

•  + It is important to look at how religious beliefs and practice might differ between first-generation immigrants and subsequent generations.

•  − The relationship between religion and social class is less pronounced than it used to be.

•  − Some of the explanations of the apparently greater religiosity of women are outdated in terms of women’s roles.
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•  Membership of religious groups and organisations varies by social class, gender, age and ethnicity.

•  Particularly in the Christian church, age appears to be the most important factor in explaining different levels of religiosity.

•  Many NRMs, especially millenarian movements, are facing difficulties in dealing with an ageing membership.

•  Religious identity is very important to many members of minority ethnic groups, usually more important than ethnic identity.

•  There are variations, sometimes significant, both between and within religious organisations.
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The significance of religion and religiosity in the contemporary world
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The nature and extent of secularisation

Secularisation: the concept


Secularisation and the ‘founding fathers’



•  Comte believed that as societies developed from the theological to the positivist stage, social behaviour would be directed by scientific, rational thought. As sociologists understood society, Comte believed that they would be able to bring about a new moral order based on scientific understanding, and sociology would become the new, secular, religion.

•  Marx believed that after the proletarian revolution there would be no need for religion, as the conditions that created religion, i.e. the existence of capitalism and the bourgeoisie, would disappear. In the new communist society there would be no need for people to seek comfort in the belief of a better life in the hereafter.

•  Durkheim also saw the role of religion changing as societies became more complex, with social cohesion coming to be achieved by laws of contract rather than the shared norms and values arising out of religious beliefs and rituals.

•  Weber believed that the increasing rationality of complex industrial societies would lead to greater bureaucracy and centralised control, and there would be little room for belief in supernatural forces. He described this as ‘the disenchantment’ of the world.



The meaning of secularisation

Bryan Wilson
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Steve Bruce
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•  + Without the concept of secularisation, it would be difficult to analyse and explain the undoubted changes that are taking place in religious belief and activity.

•  + It is important to have clear definitions of secularisation because they determine how sociologists measure its nature and extent.

•  − The plurality of definitions makes it difficult to compare different accounts of the nature and extent of secularisation.

•  − Many discourses on secularisation are ethnocentric, looking only at Christianity in Western, developed societies.
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Secularisation: believing
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•  + There is evidence that there is a declining belief in God or some other spiritual power.

•  + The decline in belief appears stronger among younger people.

•  − Following trends over time is difficult as survey questions are not all the same.

•  − We have to take note of possible differences between people of different religions.

•  − Some people may claim a belief in God or a spiritual power without this having any impact on their life.
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Secularisation: behaving
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Attendance at worship
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•  + The data appear consistent in showing that there has been a decline in many examples of religious behaviour, particularly attending services of worship.

•  + There are important differences between different branches of religion.

•  + The arrival of immigrants has had an impact on both traditional and newer forms of Christian worship.

•  − Particularly with some of the black evangelical churches, which may start as relatively informal groups meeting in people’s homes, it is difficult to obtain figures for the number of worshippers.

•  − All data must be treated with caution, as there are significant possibilities of error.
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Secularisation: belonging
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•  + Membership/attendance figures indicate that secularisation is occurring, at least as far as the Christian faith is concerned.

•  + The process is not, however, universal — some types of religious organisation are significantly increasing their membership, albeit from a relatively small base.

•  − The figures need to be treated with caution, as it is difficult to obtain accurate data.

•  − The data cover only larger and only Christian denominations — there are no accurate figures for membership of smaller and New Age groups, though these are likely to be very small.
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Secularisation: religious organisations



•  the continued rise in the number of religious ‘nones’

•  the sharp decline in Christianity, and within that religion the huge shift away from mainstream denominations to evangelical and Pentecostal churches

•  the increased diversity of religion and the rapid growth of the Muslim, Sikh and Hindu populations in the UK
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Secularisation in the USA



•  White Christians, who still dominated the religious landscape as recently as a decade ago, now account for fewer than half of the public. White evangelical Protestants, the single largest religious tradition, make up less than one in five Americans today (17%).

•  Compared to ten years ago, significantly fewer Americans identify as white mainline (i.e. mainstream) Protestant (13%) or white Catholic (11%).

•  Fifteen percent of Americans are non-white Protestants, including black Protestants (8%), Hispanic Protestants (4%), and Asian, mixed-race and other race Protestants (3%). Seven percent of the public is Hispanic Catholic.

•  Non-Christian religious groups make up less than one in ten Americans. Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus are each around 1% of the population, while Jewish Americans account for 2%.

•  Nearly one in four Americans (24%) are now religiously unaffiliated. No religious group is larger than that group.

•  Age is significant. Nearly two thirds of people aged 65 or older identify as white and Christian: white evangelical Protestant (26%), white mainline Protestant (19%) or white Catholic (16%). In contrast, only about one quarter of young adults (age 18–29) belong to a white Christian tradition, including white evangelical Protestant (8%), white mainline Protestant (8%) or white Catholic (6%). Young adults are more than three times as likely as seniors to identify as religiously unaffiliated (38% vs 12%, respectively).
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Why is the USA different?



•  Religion in the USA has become less about salvation and worship and more about personal fulfilment.

•  US churches have also embraced many secular activities, developing their own radio and television stations and turning their churches more into community centres, running schools, play groups, therapy groups, gyms and so on.

•  Bruce suggests that ‘the purpose of religion is no longer to glorify God; it is to help find peace of mind and personal satisfaction’.
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•  + Levels of belief and religiosity in the USA continue to be much higher than in European countries, casting some doubt on the secularisation thesis.

•  − Despite this, the trend suggests that Americans are becoming less religious in terms of believing, belonging and behaving.

•  − Many American churches and groups have adopted more secular ideas and patterns of behaviour, suggesting that in the USA, religion itself is becoming secular.
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Globalisation and the spread of religions

The global picture
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Global trend 1: traditional religion is growing



•  Islam is actually growing globally, which is reflected in membership figures. This is partly due to demographic trends: Muslims on average are younger and have significantly higher fertility rates. The Pew Centre (2017) predicts that globally, babies born to Muslims will begin to outnumber Christian births by 2035; on the other hand, there will be a sharp decrease in the fertility rates of people with no religion. By 2055 to 2060, just 9% of all babies will be born to religiously unaffiliated women, while 71% will be born to either Muslims (36%) or Christians (35%).

•  Hinduism is also increasing. It is the fastest growing religion in Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. The Pew Report (2015) again links this increase to fertility, particularly in Pakistan.
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Global trend 2: growth in membership of Christian denominations



•  The growth is seen particularly in places such as Nigeria, where rapid social change has led to people wishing to turn to a form of religion that they can relate to, that provides security and identity in times of uncertainty.

•  Evangelicals and Pentecostalism are growing much faster than traditional Christianity globally, particularly in Latin America. While initially the growth of Pentecostalism was seen largely among poor people, it is now spreading to middle-class professionals, who find appeal in the emphasis on ‘inner healing’, individual responsibility and prosperity. A further group joining the converts are men who are struggling with alcohol and substance abuse. The Pentecostalist teachings promote a healthy lifestyle and offer help to those with addictions.
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Religion and globalisation



Secularisation: the global context
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•  + With the exception of the USA, there is a link between levels of wealth or poverty and the extent of secularisation.

•  + It is predicted that almost all of the world’s major religions will grow over the next 40 years.

•  + Pentecostalist Christianity has shown strong growth in Latin America.

•  + Islam in particular is predicted to show strong growth.

•  + Some of the negative effects of globalisation on people’s lives may increase the degree of religiosity.

•  − The apparent greater religiosity of the USA may mask a process of secularisation both within and outside the churches.

•  − The growth of Islam will be a result of demographic factors rather than more people converting to the faith.

•  − Political events may serve to increase tensions between Muslim and non-Muslim populations in Europe.
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•  When discussing secularisation, it is important to know which definition is being used.

•  There is considerable evidence in Western countries that levels of religiosity are declining, particularly among younger people.

•  In the UK, despite evidence that overall levels of secularisation are rising, some churches, particularly evangelical and Pentecostal groups with largely black membership, are growing.

•  The USA appears to differ from other Western countries in that the population shows much higher levels of religiosity, but even here, there is evidence of a process of secularisation.

•  Globally, religion remains very important to a high percentage of the world’s population, with poorer countries showing much higher levels of religiosity than wealthier ones.

•  Islam is the only world religion predicted to grow at a faster rate than the world’s population over the next 40 years.
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