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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Facebook:
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Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, steps into the world of Science Fiction with her addictive fast-paced, action-packed storytelling style.

Who knew being a princess was so much work?

Still grappling with the depth of an enormous loss, 17-year-old Amber embarks on a journey that may finally yield answers to the questions she’s harbored for almost eight years. At first, grief is the only thing overshadowing her strange and exciting adventure as she hunts relics in the Pacific Northwest alongside a man who’s slowly but surely stealing her heart. When the time comes to return to her birth world, Amber is full of confidence and anticipation. She’s ready for anything.

Or at least, that’s what she thinks.

But whatever Amber thought she was expecting, Evrion isn’t quite it, and neither is life as a princess. Beyond the palace grounds, danger lurks in the city’s shadows. With Earth lightyears behind her, Amber is forced to step into a role she knows nothing about—and to try to become a person she fears she’ll never be. 
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Every single thing that had happened to me since the day Stass died felt surreal, but hiking down a stark mountainside with a sword in my backpack and a locket around my neck seemed like the pinnacle of the weirdness that had become my whole life. The blade shifted a tiny bit with each step, its weight both ominous and somehow reassuring against my back. I had no freaking idea what was going to happen when we got back to the road—or, for that matter, when we got to the ship that was waiting to take us all into space. 

Oh yeah, because that was our next stop. Outer freaking space. 

Colvin’s footsteps maintained a steady cadence behind me, through rough brush, over rocks, and along narrow, stony paths. He’d insisted I go first. “I can keep a better eye on you this way.” 

“What, in case I decide to make a break for it? With a sword in my backpack?” I turned to smirk at him over my shoulder. “That wouldn’t be suspicious at all.” 

Colvin shrugged his broad shoulders. “I don’t know, I think you could get pretty far with it here. You Earth people only ever focus on guns. Too much, in my opinion.” 

I faced forward quickly so he wouldn’t see the smile drop off my face. The sharp truth of his words stung deeply. Never in a million years would I have imagined Stass dying by way of a blade. He trained with them, for Pete’s sake. He knew the ways of the sword like the backs of his hands. 

His knowledge hadn’t been enough to save him. Maybe we were both fools for even thinking it would be enough to protect me. 

The sun arced its way down toward the rugged horizon, and my mood stayed low. Now that I had both relics in my possession, it was awfully hard not to think about Stass all the time. Gruff as he was, he must have imagined this moment dozens of times, when he’d take me to reunite the relics and learn the facts of my destiny. A lump threatened to rise in my throat. 

I liked Colvin, almost certainly more than I ought to. But it should have been Stass with me instead.

“Over there.” Colvin spoke the first words in what might have been hours, jolting me out of a stoic trance. As soon as I stopped moving, a wall of fatigue threatened to sink all the way through my body. 

“Huh?” I said. Real smooth, Amber. 

“That’s a good place to camp, don’t you think?” He nodded toward a small clearing hedged by rocks on one side and trees on the other. “It might be a little tough to squeeze through there, but we’ll be protected from the elements.” 

“Oh. Right.” He passed by me and I followed him up to where the boulders pushed out of the earth, their sides worn smooth by centuries of erosion. For a moment, Colvin stood there, assessing the situation. Then he shrugged and began to scramble over. 

“If you want, you can stay there and I’ll give you a hand from the top,” he said.

I did want him to give me a hand, in the sense that I wanted his hands to touch mine. But I didn’t want to be helped. Not only that, I wanted him to know he didn’t have to help me. The whole princess deal was starting to sound inevitable, but that didn’t mean I had to be in constant need of rescue. I’d never been that type of girl. And I wasn’t about to start now.

“No thanks, I’m good.” Bracing one foot solidly against the rock, I hooked my fingers into a groove and hoisted myself up. Even though the boulder was medium-sized at best, it was liberating to act under my own power. By the time Colvin hopped down on the other side and looked back to see how I was doing, I was waiting on him to get out of the way. That felt awesome, too.

He smiled and shook his head a little. My heart did an annoying flip in my chest. Is he always going to have this effect on me? I raised my eyebrows. “What?” 

“Nothing.” Colvin raised his hands in a gesture of mock surrender. “You’re tough, that’s all. It’s pretty admirable.” 

I dropped the short distance to the clearing floor. “Did you seriously think Stass would even allow me to think about being a wimp? Not a chance.” 

He laughed. “That’s true. I never met him myself, but Daria’s talked about Stass a lot. I think she really looked up to him.” He paused. “And I think she’s really, uh...” He trailed off suddenly. “Never mind.” Colvin bent over his pack, loosening the tent poles and not looking at me. 

“What?” I said again, even though I kind of knew what he was about to say. “It’s fine. You don’t have to pull punches with me. I can take it.” At least, I hoped I could.

Colvin sighed. “I was gonna say, I think she’s really broken up over his passing, whether or not she shows it.” 

“Well, that makes two of us,” I replied. “On both counts.” Brushing by him, I started stamping down an area to pitch our tent in. Talking about Stass was good and bad at the same time. The last thing I wanted was for him to be forgotten—and yet, the longer we spent referring to him in past tense, the more real his absence became. 

“I’m sorry, Amber.” Colvin walked to my side, and together we tamped down the damp groundcover. “It wasn’t my intention to disregard your feelings.” He paused as if he was thinking about going on, but decided against it. The sound of pine needles, dirt, and leaves crushing beneath our feet filled the crisp mountain air. 

How many times in my entire life had a guy openly expressed concern for my emotional well-being? I could count the number on one hand, statistics which were only feeding my hopeless little crush on Colvin. He checked so many boxes on the list of things to look for in a man; compassion, strength, ridiculous good looks. Just my luck, he also happened to be strictly off-limits. 

We set up the tent without saying much. Both of us did our best to ignore the awkward tension in the air. I wondered if he was flashing back to that first night on the mountain, the warm softness of our lips touching. The memory was so clear in my mind, it might as well have happened minutes ago. I gritted my teeth. Something else I just had to grin and bear. 

Still, as the early evening wound down toward night, things started to loosen up some. I managed to swallow the worst of my anxiety and try to relax in the flickering light of the fire Colvin had built. His presence carried an undeniable sense of comfort and safety. At the end of the day, I was glad to be on the mountain with him, instead of having to do this alone. 

“So.” Colvin glanced at me from across the fire. The night’s deep shadows played along his finely sculpted features. “Are you ready to go back to Evrion?” 

I blinked. The question was so simple, and so loaded. On one hand, I was more than ready to face the endless questions that still remained about my family and my birth. On the other hand... it hadn’t fully sunk in that we were leaving Earth to get there. 

“I don’t know.” I let out a chuckle of disbelief. “I mean, yes. But also, no.” The thought of stepping into a brand-new life on a foreign planet sort of made me want to puke from sheer nerves. What if I screwed everything up? What if everyone hated me? What if I couldn’t live up to royal expectations? I took a deep breath. “I’m nervous as heck.” 

“Yeah.” Colvin nodded sympathetically. “I would be too.” 

“Gee, thanks,” I shot back. “No pressure, right?” 

He gave me half a grin. “That’s not what I meant. I know it sounds weird to you, but we’ve all known your story for the past ten years. We were coached on what to expect. Nobody’s assuming you’re going to fall right into step like it’s no big deal.” His expression grew more serious than I liked. “This is a huge deal, Amber. For you and for Evrion. And I’ll be with you every step of the way.” 

I chewed my lip. “You promise?” 

He nodded again, solemnly this time. “I promise.”

“Okay.” I exhaled into the dark. “Thanks.” His steady reassurance calmed me. Made me think the situation wasn’t as overwhelming as it seemed. 

“That offer’s good for the whole rest of your life, by the way,” Colvin added. Clearly he’d meant it as a joke, but there was something achingly sincere about the way he spoke that made both of us fall silent. I snuck a peek at him and asked myself morosely how in the world he expected me to survive while he made comments like that. 

“Don’t get ahead of yourself.” I pushed up from my seat and went to rinse out my dinner bowl. “What if you end up stuck with me for centuries or something? You might live to regret an oath like that.” 

“I don’t think so,” he said simply. 

Half an hour later, we laid side by side in the tent, each of us safely ensconced in our sleeping bags. I had made sure there was a defined space between us on the ground, as a precaution against accidental touching or anything of the sort. The moment my head hit the sparse built-in pillow, I closed my eyes, hoping sleep would come quick. 

Of course, it didn’t. On the other side of the thin tent wall, crickets chirped and the wind blew through the trees. But what I heard the most was Colvin breathing less than three feet away from my right side. And up until the moment I drifted off into dreamland at last, I could tell he wasn’t sleeping either. 

The feelings inside me weren’t going away, much as I willed them to disappear. The last thought that crossed my brain before unconsciousness finally took over was, There has to be a way to make this work. 

It was impossible to imagine a world in which we just ignored our electric, ill-fated connection forever. 
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We broke camp at dawn and ate a quick, unsatisfying breakfast on our way out. I was chewing a handful of dried cranberries when I first noticed it—the same eerie sensation of familiarity I’d gotten from the cliff face where Stass had hidden the sword. Then I blinked, and all of a sudden, the landscape around me changed. It was still a mountainside, as far as I could tell, but in some strange way, the scenery was different. 

Confused, I turned my head to look around, and my breath caught in my throat. I was perched on top of a ridge overlooking a valley carved into the mountain itself. And from the depths of that valley rose a city that glittered in sunlight, bright and beautiful and unlike anything I had ever seen. The tops of the buildings were cloaked in mist, distant windows gleaming like embedded jewels. 

“Amber?” 

I gasped, blinked again, and realized I’d stopped moving completely. Mount Despair was back, and the gleaming city was gone. Colvin stood in front of me wearing a look of concern, his gaze focused closely on my face. “Are you all right? You stopped walking.” 

“Sorry.” I rubbed a hand across my eyes, just to make sure I was firmly back in reality. “I thought I saw something.” 

A slight frown furrowed Colvin’s brow. “Like an animal?” He surveyed our surroundings with the critical eye of a hunter. “I didn’t hear anything, but it won’t hurt to keep an eye out. Come on.” He nudged me gently. “We’ve got to keep going if we want to make good time back to the ship. Daria won’t want to wait too long.” 

He was right. I followed his instructions absently. My mind was still on that other peak, still fixated on the surreal, fantastic sight of that city nestled in the valley. “Hey, Colvin.” 

“Hey, Amber.” He moved up next to me. “What’s up?” 

“You told me Evrion is mountainous before.” 

“That’s right,” he said slowly. “A ton of its major terrain is mountains, and not much else. Makes for some interesting urban planning.” He laughed a little. “Some people can’t stand it, but I think the mountains and valleys are cool. Something tells me you’ll like it too.” He cleared his throat. “What makes you ask?” 

I hadn’t necessarily planned on telling him the whole truth in that moment, but the words kind of slipped out on their own. “I caught a glimpse of this place just now. A gorgeous city in a valley carved out of a mountainside.” With every passing minute, the city felt more distant. But there was also an unexplainable pull. I couldn’t forget it even if I wanted to. 

“Huh.” Colvin looked at me. “That sounds like Evrion to me.” He was quiet for a moment, thoughtful. “Maybe something in your memory is changing.” 

It should have been good, happy news. So many times, I’d stayed up into the wee hours of the morning in my bedroom above Stass’ studio and tried to recover the barest sliver of where I came from. Back then, I would have given anything for these brief snapshots of a world I once knew. 

Now, I wasn’t sure exactly how I felt. I wanted those memories badly, if only to recall my parents’ faces and understand why they had sent me so far away. But I was scared too. Daria and Raven’s accounts had one major thing in common; they painted Evrion as a kingdom torn by conflict. And there I was, about to walk in more or less blind. 

The rest of that day was spent in anticipation of another vision that never materialized. I was relieved and disappointed simultaneously; as much as these flashes of Evrion threw me off, they were almost addictively compelling. A hunger was growing in my spirit to know more. It was underpinned by intense apprehension. 

“Evrion’s super unstable right now, isn’t it?” I asked Colvin that night at camp, practically out of the blue. 

He looked up quickly from poking at the fire, startled. “I mean, yeah.” His tone was more guarded than it had been previously. “That’s why we need to bring you back.” 

“Do you think Daria’s right that having a Cavelon back on the throne will make things better?” I hesitated. “What if it just makes the rebellion worse?” 

Colvin pondered his response for a long time. “Listen, I’m not going to lie and say it’ll be easy. Not everyone will be happy to have you back—that much is certain. The rebels want to see the end of the Cavelon Dynasty. They want to do things their way. But Evrion needs a steady ruler, Amber. And as of this moment, it has to be you.” He scooted his chair closer to mine. “And if you want my honest opinion, Evrion can only be better for your presence.” 

I smiled, ignoring the blush that wanted to force its way up into my cheeks. “It must be part of your Royal Guard job description to hype me up.”

“No,” Colvin protested. Then he hesitated. “Well, maybe? But it’s irrelevant. The people of Evrion need their queen. You deserve your place on the throne. I believe in you.” 

Our eyes met in the dim glow of the firelight. His were dark and intense, smoldering with a passion that was hard to pinpoint. It’s patriotism, Amber. He loves his planet. It doesn’t have to be about you. 

It was about me, though. We both knew it. I knew it as I settled down on yet another patch of hard mountain ground, one day closer to the road. And once again, Colvin lay mere feet from me, near enough to touch. I turned my back to him as a symbolic gesture toward my heart. 

I did not remember closing my eyes, or even any semblance of the descent toward sleep. What I heard was the voice of a rushing river and the songs of birds hidden away in a thick, fragrant canopy of trees. Shapes and colors swam into existence before my eyes as I skipped happily along a rocky bank, humming a high, sweet melody. 

“Be careful, Ambrose. Watch your footing. The water is fast and cold.” Stass’ deep, gruff voice emanated from somewhere behind me and practically stopped my heart. I wanted to spin around and see him that instant, but the dream version of me was in no hurry. 

“I know. I won’t fall.” In the dream, my voice was light and playful, that of a carefree child. At long last, I glanced over my shoulder toward the tall, dark figure a few steps behind me. Stass was younger too, not a speck of grey in his hair or beard. He eyed me like a hawk, but I recognized the tenderness in his gaze. 

“Slow down,” he admonished gently. “You must learn to become one with your surroundings.” Stass gestured around us, to the trees and the land and the water. “This is your home. It anchors you.” 

I giggled. “Anchors are boring, Stass! They don’t go anywhere.” 

He nodded. “That’s the point, Ambrose. No matter where you go, no matter how far away, Evrion will be your anchor.” 

“Even if I get lost?”

Stass smiled. “A Cavelon is never truly lost. You will
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