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FOREWORD

The best pubs in the world are in Ireland, so it is only right that we have a historic pub crawl laid out for us to enjoy.

From beautiful city pubs in Dublin and Cork to smaller towns filled with gems like Kinsale and Dingle, there are so many opportunities to become immersed in the culture, community and heritage.

My favourite style of pub is an old, untouched one that has been around for years, even better if it’s in a setting that used to be a family home, like Kennedy’s in Dingle.

It’s hard not to fall in love with the well-known popular spots like Dick Mack’s in Dingle or O’Connell’s in Galway – places that are known all around the world and still give visitors an experience both to remember and keep coming back for.

I think the most Irish experience you’ll get is in an old pub in Dublin, beside a very famous graveyard, at John Kavanaghs, also known as ‘The Gravediggers’, where I first met Thomas in 2024. We shared a pint in the famous snug as the owner of the pub shared his family stories under the smoke-stained ceilings.

We also had a chance to visit The Palace Bar in Dublin, one of few remaining Victorian pubs in the city; a pub filled with mahogany wood & people chatting.

You’ll find these spots, and many more, included in this book of pub crawls through Ireland.

Thomas has a love for pubs around the world like no other. I’ve enjoyed his crawls throughout London and I’m so happy he’s decided to create such memorable routes here in Ireland.

You’ve got the right book in your hands to plan your routes, discover the amazing places that make Ireland so special, make memories with friends and family, and maybe even learn a few historic facts along the way.

Cassie Stokes

Irish travel content creator




ABOUT THIS BOOK

I’ve spent the last twenty years arranging pub crawls with my friends and family across London, and now share the routes and pubs on social media. This book is a tribute to the locations and pubs that I have personally visited as I have expanded my travels and explored further afield.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of print, there may be subsequent name changes or, worse, a pub may cease trading.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I try to share the most interesting places (with the best beer), each selection is planned more for the enjoyment of an entire route that covers an interesting area.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse one particular pub over another and sadly I miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure the route is spaced out enough to allow those following it to sober up sufficiently between pubs.

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you to explore the area and the pubs within it. If you pass a pub that looks good, then pop in – you never know what you might find!




PREFACE

In James Joyce’s novel Ulysses, its hero, Leopold Bloom, attempts to cross Dublin without passing a pub. It is an impossible challenge that could apply to almost every location on the Emerald Isle.

Throughout the island, there is always a pub nearby – on a busy road, down a country lane or as the last holdout of a centuries’ old building standing defiantly against Old Father Time.

I have been arranging pub crawls for my birthday since my twenties, and what started with friends and family has become a deeper passion that has enabled me to explore even more historic drinking establishments across the world and hear the stories that make them so special.

As my social media following grew around my London routes and then England, I became emboldened by my followers’ enthusiasm to explore further afield and to cover more pubs. First, thanks to a fortunate opportunity, New York City, and now I am delighted to have travelled across the island of Ireland and beyond.

When you arrive in a new town or city, the pub is often the best place to start, stop off for lunch or end a day’s exploring. The staff often have amazing stories to tell, and a good team behind the bar will always make a stranger feel at home by pouring a great pint. In Ireland you will find it hard to turn down a smooth pint of stout and the cheese toastie that is usually melting behind the bar.

Some of the towns covered in this book are so small that they are rammed with pubs and not much else. However, while there are not many more sights to see, the pubs themselves are among the most special I have visited.

I decided early into my prep for this book that there is much more to the island of Ireland than borders, and for that reason I have included two amazing cities in the north.

Much has been written about Ireland’s relationship with the UK, so while I won’t go into much detail about that, there are times when it is important to mention it when talking about the history of an area or a pub, however difficult that might be. While researching this book I felt privileged to spend time with great people, and to walk around areas that would have been out of bounds for a Londoner just a few decades ago.

As an island with not many more than seven million inhabitants, it is remarkable that there are over one hundred million people living across the planet with Irish ancestry. Their endeavour, humour and charm have spread far and wide.

After enjoying the hospitality of the Irish across New York – a city whose Irish population is so large it would be the second largest on the island of Ireland – I planned to travel further, to include other US cities and their rich Irish heritage in this book. So, I was delighted to explore Boston and its special place in the hearts of the Irish diaspora.

My travels are enhanced by the many talented young people I meet along the way, who help me film these routes for my social media. Wherever I was during the writing of this book, so many hours have been spent laughing over a beer with new friends.

I am honoured to have had the opportunity to explore this amazing island, learn more about Irish culture, and share some of the most fascinating and memorable pubs I have ever been to.

I hope you will enjoy these routes as much as I have, get to discover the stories behind the pubs for yourself, and make as many memories and new friends as I walked away with.

The best times in life are spent with family and friends, and if you are on one of my pub crawls that’s exactly what you are.

[image: A black-and-white photo of a man sitting on a whiskey barrel outside Sean’s Bar, Ireland’s oldest pub.]



HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Each route starts near a train station or landmark, with walking directions and a map marked with numbers that correspond to the pubs described.

Throughout the list of directions, areas of interest, landmarks or facts are lettered and the corresponding details given in the pages that follow.

This book is designed to fit in your back pocket and be easy to carry as you explore the routes. Please don’t leave it on a coffee table or bookshelf, as there are many of your own chapters to include as we support our great pubs.

Should you wish to skip any pubs, or find your own route, then full pub details are provided for you to plot your own path.

The complete routes are typically around a couple of miles long, with a total walking time of about an hour, and the gap between pubs often being five to ten minutes, allowing for sufficient fresh air and recovery to maintain the energy and thirst for the next pint.

Often the routes have a few pubs condensed into a short distance, enabling you to curate your own shorter path.

Timings are provided as a guide, to ensure you can complete the route in a day with a start time that is generally around early afternoon.




DUBLIN SOUTH
(Merrion Row to Temple Bar)

Heading through the very heart of Dublin city centre, the route starts at the end of the legendary Baggot Mile and passes the vast St Stephen’s Green and its landmarks, before heading through the main tourist areas, over the River Liffey and ending up in Dublin’s oldest pub.

It is not unheard of to catch a familiar face performing on the famed Grafton Street before entering the instantly recognisable Temple Bar.

The route includes some of my favourites, such as Toners and Mulligan’s, and a mix of old-school local pubs like Grogan’s and Kehoes, alongside the popular Temple Bar – at the heart of the eponymous area – and the surprising and sensitive conversion of St Mary’s into the popular Church Café Bar, which is a fantastic place to catch some music and dancing.

On my day filming this route I was joined by antiques expert and pub memorabilia fanatic Ian Dowling, of Irish Pickers TV series fame, and some of his tales are captured here.

Start at the Merrion Hotel (D02 KF79).


1. Toners 1.00 p.m.

139 Baggot Street Lower, Dublin 2

2. O’Donoghue’s Bar 1.30 p.m.

15 Merrion Row, D02 PF50

3. The Dawson Lounge (open from 4 p.m. Mon–Thurs) 2.00 p.m.

25 Dawson Street, D02 XT59

4. Kehoes 2.30 p.m.

9 Anne Street South, D02 NY88

5. The Hairy Lemon 3.15 p.m.

Stephen Street Lower, Dublin 2

6. Grogan’s 4.00 p.m.

15 William Street South, D02 H336

7. The Stag’s Head 4.30 p.m.

1 Dame Court, Dublin, D02 TW84

8. Mulligan’s 5.15 p.m.

8 Poolbeg Street, D02 TK71

9. The Oliver St John Gogarty 6.00 p.m.

2 Fleet Street, Temple Bar, Dublin 2

10. The Temple Bar 6.45 p.m.

47–48 Temple Bar, D02 N725

11. The Church Café Bar 7.30 p.m.

Jervis Street, North City, D01 YX64

12. The Brazen Head 8.30 p.m.

20 Lower Bridge Street, D08 WC64



[image: ]
DIRECTIONS

Start at the hotel entrance (A) and turn left at the crossroads, where Toners (B, 1) is on the opposite corner of the next road along. Leave the pub and head left along the main road, where O’Donoghue’s Bar (2) is on the left of the next block.

Continue out of the pub past the Wolfe Tone Sculpture (C) at the corner of St Stephen’s Green (D), and turn right at the Lady Grattan Drinking Fountain (E), where The Dawson Lounge (3) is hidden behind a small red door.

Turn left out of the pub and take the next left down Anne Street South, where Kehoes (4) is on the right. Pass the pub and over Grafton Street (F), after the road turns left, take a right along Chatham Street until a T-junction where after a left turn and a walk of just a few yards, The Hairy Lemon (5) is impossible to miss on the right-hand side.

Retrace your steps to the junction of William Street South and follow the road north past George’s Street Arcade (G) to Grogan’s (6) at the corner on the left.

Leave the pub and head along the pedestrian area, before turning right onto Drury Street and then a quick left/right to lead up Dame Court, where The Stag’s Head (7) is on the right at the junction.

Head out of the rear door and turn right along Dame Lane (H) before turning right at the end, then left towards the church (I), where Molly Malone’s statue (J) is outside. Head left up Church Lane before emerging at the main road by the statue of Thomas Davis (K) and turn right past the Henry Grattan Monument (L), following the road left at Trinity College. Follow the road as it curves right alongside the college and past a couple of junctions before heading left past the old fire station, towards the river, where Mulligan’s (8) is down the left turn onto Poolbeg Street.

Head past the pub and turn right at the end, before turning left at the river (M), following the road. Turn left down Bedford Row a few roads before the Ha’penny Bridge (N), where The Oliver St John Gogarty (9) is at the heart of Temple Bar (O).

Continue in parallel with the river on the right before reaching The Temple Bar (10). Follow the first right past the pub and cross the river on the Millennium Bridge (P) before a quick left/right to head up Swift Row past Wolfe Tone Square (Q), after which it is impossible to miss The Church Café Bar (11).

Turn left out of the pub and back down past the square on the left. Follow as the road curves right before turning left to the National Leprechaun Museum of Ireland (R) and towards the river, where a turning on the right heads past the Four Courts (S). Cross the next bridge, where The Brazen Head (12) is on the right.

A. MERRION ROW

The elegant Georgian architecture and rich cultural history made this a popular residential area for wealthy Dubliners, and it gained a reputation as a prestigious location for the city’s elite during the eighteenth century.

While its elegant townhouses have mostly been converted into commercial properties over the years, it remains indelibly linked to the culture and literature of Dublin, since the likes of Oscar Wilde were born close by.

B. 12 PUBS OF CHRISTMAS

A festive pub crawl tradition in Dublin that usually sees groups of friends visit twelve different pubs in one night. Its name comes from the fact that it usually takes place in December, with participants often seen wearing Christmas jumpers or Santa hats.

On one of my visits, I met up with ‘The Guinness Guru’, Daragh Curran, who knows a thing or two about the best pubs, and while I was dwarfed by his 6 foot 7 inch frame, I did a pretty good job of keeping up with the pace.

1. TONERS

This is one of my favourite pubs, and one that is often talked about the most lovingly in the city.

The building was constructed around 1818 and spent its early days as a shop – the bar is uncomfortably low, as it would have served as a grocery counter.

It was taken over by James Toner in 1921. He retained much of the original décor, including the shop’s drawers, which can still be seen behind the bar.

Said to be a favourite of Irish writer W. B. Yeats, and with one of the best snugs in Dublin (check the award), the pub is like the Tardis, as it opens out into one of the largest beer gardens in the city.

I’ve been here before, for quiet pints, rowdy stag dos and passionate sporting occasions.

[image: A black-and-white photo of two men in a pub. One points a finger playfully at the other’s head.]
Ian Dowling of Irish Picker TV fame joined the day’s crawl.

2. O’DONOGHUE’S

Legendary as the music venue that gave the Dubliners their first break, this old pub dates to 1789 when, like Toners, it operated as a grocer’s shop.

It was taken over by Joe and Mary O’Donoghue shortly after it received a licence, and converted to the pub it is today.

During the 1960s folk revival it became synonymous with traditional Irish music, and often hosted impromptu sessions where Ronnie Drew’s regular performances led to the forming of the much-loved Dubliners.

C. WOLFE TONE SCULPTURE

On the corner of St Stephen’s Green is this statue commemorating Theobald Wolfe Tone, who was a leading figure in Irish republicanism in the late eighteenth century.

A passionate advocate for independence, he led the 1798 Irish Rebellion against British rule, which is where he was captured. Having been sentenced to death, he ended up dying in prison at the age of thirty-five.

Today’s monument was unveiled in 1967 and was created through a collaboration between sculptor Edward Delaney and architect Noel Keating.

D. ST STEPHEN’S GREEN

This Victorian Park was originally a marshy common that was used for public executions and grazing livestock before it was enclosed in 1664 by the surrounding Georgian buildings.

It was not until Sir Arthur Guinness funded a redesign that it was opened to the public in 1880.

The Irish Citizen Army forces, led by Michael Mallin and Countess Markievicz, occupied the park during the 1916 Easter Rising.

Gunshots were exchanged from the makeshift trenches and the hotel buildings opposite, with bullet holes still visible on some of the stonework today.

E. LADY GRATTAN DRINKING FOUNTAIN

Crafted from polished granite, this fountain was a gift to the city from Lady Laura Grattan, who was the daughter-in-law of Irish patriot Henry Grattan.

It was erected in 1880, and provided much-needed clean water at a time when it would have been a luxury in the city. The structure would originally have included drinking cups, with horses able to drink from the basin.

It is also around this location that you might spot an amphibious jeep full of tourists dressed up as Vikings on a tour of Dublin’s landmarks.

3. THE DAWSON LOUNGE

It is easy to miss Dublin’s smallest pub, which is down a narrow staircase behind a tiny red door.

This underground bar occupies the basement of an 1870 building and has a capacity of just forty drinkers. The men’s toilets are especially curious, as the blown-glass ceiling lets light in and people can be seen walking above.

[image: A black-and-white photo of a man standing in the narrow, wood-panelled interior of a tiny pub.]
The tiny bar is almost completely shown in this shot and you have to get here early to see it this quiet.

4. KEHOES

First licensed in 1803, this pub’s Victorian character comes from a significant renovation completed at the end of the nineteenth century.

It was then that many of its notable features were installed, such as the dark stained-glass mahogany doors, a tiny snug accessible through a separate door, and the low mahogany bar that remain today.

Like many of Dublin’s old pubs, it served as a shop at one time and has retained the original mahogany drawers behind the low grocery countertop. These would once have been used to store consumables like rice, tea and coffee.

It was frequented by writers and literary figures such as Patrick Kavanagh, Brendan Behan, and Flann O’Brien, gaining further fame with a mention in James Joyce’s short story ‘Grace’, which sees a character stumble on the pub’s steep stairs.

F. GRAFTON STREET

Now a busy shopping destination, this vibrant street is renowned as a destination for street performers and buskers.

Its name comes from Charles FitzRoy, the 2nd Duke of Grafton; however, it is most notable as the site of performances by the likes of up-and-coming artists such as singer-songwriter Allie Sherlock, who found fame on YouTube, and more established artists such as Damien Rice and Coldplay’s Chris Martin.

5. THE HAIRY LEMON

A filming location for the 1991 film The Commitments, this striking corner pub was constructed around 1830 from two separate townhouses.

Throughout the nineteenth century the rooms and buildings had



G. GEORGE’S STREET ARCADE




6. GROGAN’S





7. THE STAG’S HEAD





H. DAME LANE



I. ST ANDREW’S CHURCH




J. MOLLY MALONE STATUE





K. THOMAS DAVIS STATUE AND MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN


L. HENRY GRATTAN MONUMENT



8. MULLIGAN’S









M. RIVER LIFFEY



N. HA’PENNY BRIDGE



9. THE OLIVER ST JOHN GOGARTY



O. TEMPLE BAR (AREA)



10. THE TEMPLE BAR (PUB)




[image: A black-and-white selfie of a bearded man with three women smiling in a crowded pub.]

P. MILLENNIUM BRIDGE



Q. WOLFE TONE SQUARE



11. THE CHURCH CAFÉ BAR









[image: A black-and-white photo looking down on a spectacular bar set up inside a grand, converted church.]

R. NATIONAL LEPRECHAUN MUSEUM OF IRELAND


S. FOUR COURTS






12. THE BRAZEN HEAD




[image: A black-and-white close-up of two men drinking pints of stout, their faces partially obscured.]


ops/xhtml/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover



		Also by Thomas J. Vosper



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Dedication



		Contents



		Foreword



		About this book



		Preface



		How to use this guide



		IRELAND



		Dublin South (Merrion Row to Temple Bar)



		Dublin North (Glasnevin to Baggot Mile)



		Galway (Latin Quarter to Eyre Square)



		Limerick (People’s Park to Poems)



		Cork (River to Theatre)



		Kinsale (Fort to The Market)



		Waterford (Bridge to the Ships)



		Dingle (Marina to Dick Mack’s)









		NORTHERN IRELAND



		Belfast (City Hall to the Cellars)



		Derry (Peace Bridge to the Walls)









		IRISH LEGACY



		Boston (Fenway to the Park)



		Boston (Revolution to Freedom)









		Picture credits



		Acknowledgements



		How to get involved



		About the author













		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		166



		167



		168



		169



		170



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



		183



		184



		185



		186



		187



		188



		189



		190



		191



		192



		193



		194



		195



		196



		197



		198



		199



		200



		201



		202



		203



		204



		205



		206



		207



		208



		209



		210



		211



		212



		213



		214



		215



		216



		217



		218



		219



		220



		221



		222



		223



		224



		225



		226



		227



		228



		229



		230



		231



		232



		233



		234



		235



		236



		237



		238



		239



		240



		241



		242



		243



		244



		245



		246



		247



		248



		249



		250



		251













		Cover



		Table of Contents









ops/images/pg09.jpg





ops/images/title.jpg
HISTORIC
PUB CRAWLS

Through
IRELAND

Ten guided walks around Ireland’s
iconic pubs and landmarks

THOMAS J. VOSPER

EEEEEE





ops/images/pg24.jpg





ops/images/pg12.jpg





ops/images/9781408722992.jpg
| IRELAND

10 Guided Walks Around

Iconic Irish Pubs

THOMAS J. VOSPER





ops/images/pg22.jpg





ops/images/pg05.jpg
(A MERRION ROW

(© WOLFE TONE SCULPTURE

(@) ST STEPHEN'S GREEN

(E) LADY GRATTAN DRINKING FOUNTAIN

(E) GRAFTON STREET

(®) GEORGE'S STREET ARCADE

() DAME LANE

(D ST ANDREW'S CHURCH

() MOLLY MALONE STATUE

(K) THOMAS DAVIES STATUE AND MEMORIAL FOUNTAIN
(O HENRY GRATTAN MONUMENT

() RIVER LIFFEY

() HAPENNY BRIDGE

(@ TEMPLE BAR AREA

(P) MILLENNIUM BRIDGE

(@ WOLFE TONE SQUARE

(® NATIONAL LEPRECHAUN MUSEUM OF IRELAND
(® FOUR CROFTS

“The H"i" Lemar@’]ﬁg Stag's Head Bar

0

“The Church

nfé ar





ops/images/pg20.jpg





ops/images/pgxv.jpg





