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Introduction

Since Britain’s Best Walks was first published in 2016, a lot has changed across these islands. The restrictions of the Covid pandemic opened many eyes to the solace and renewal that lie among the green fields and open spaces. On one hand you’ll find more buildings in the countryside, more dogs on (and off) the paths; fewer village pubs and rural buses. On the other, there’s better coverage for mobile phones and GPS, and more people than ever are going out walking for fitness and for the sheer pleasure of it.

Throughout these years The Times has continued to feature my weekly column, ‘A Good Walk’. With more than 700 of these walks to choose from for this new 2025 edition of Britain’s Best Walks, I have cast my net as widely as possible from tip to toe of Britain. Among the 200 walks I’ve included there’s a selection of classics from the first edition, but most of the walks here have never yet been published between covers.

I can truly say I have loved doing every one of these excursions on foot. They range from short strolls in easy country to tough mountain hikes. Wherever a decent pub has survived the pandemic, I’ve tried to include it. The walk directions are designed to enable you – whether you’re an experienced hiker or an absolute beginner – to complete the expedition without getting lost. Having said that, you’ll find the recommended Ordnance Survey Explorer map at a scale of 1:25,000 (online at www.osmaps.com) a great help. A good GPS takes the worry out of wayfinding, too. My website (see below) contains more details of many of these walks.

Whichever walks you follow, you are in for a treat. The coastal walks will introduce you to the great chalk cliffs of the south, the moody shores of the Thames and the pebbly strands and saltmarshes of Suffolk and Norfolk. Here are the vast sands and estuaries of the Lancashire coast, the flowery dunes of Scotland’s east coast, and the beautiful islands out west and north.

Inland there are ancient trackways and level canal towpaths where the walking is slow and easy. If you like your walking with a spice of wildness, try the moorland routes in the Forest of Bowland, the North York Moors or the mountain lochs and lonely island bays of Scotland. Upland walks include the Lake District fells and the rolling Cheviot Hills of Northumberland. Go wild swimming in Loch Neldricken, and climb to the peaks of Mellbreak and Arenig Fawr and Little Wyvis for the satisfaction and the tremendous views.

Lesser-known pleasures are here for discovery, too – the Lincolnshire Wolds and the Yorkshire Wolds hide secret valleys, and Northern Ireland offers wild uplands, enormous sands and volcanic mountains with hundred-mile views. And of course these walks are rich in wildlife wonders – lady’s bedstraw, centaury and viper’s bugloss on the former USAF airfield of Greenham Common, portions of wild Cambridgeshire fenland carefully preserved with their orchids, hobbies and dragonflies, and the dazzling springtime display of delicate Ice Age flora in Upper Teesdale where the air is full of the piping of nesting redshank and lapwings.

There are 140,000 miles of public paths in Britain, a network of rights of way that’s the envy of the walking world. Stiles and gates make the paths accessible, waymarks indicate the route. But all that is under threat from financial cutbacks. There’s no such thing as the Path Fairy; it takes money and effort to maintain our rights of way. You can help preserve these wonderful paths by walking them, by knocking aside nettles and brambles, and by reporting obstructions and missing signs to the Ramblers at paths@ramblers.zendesk.com.

I have walked every step of these 200 walks, but things change from day to day in the countryside. Please let me know if you meet any problems.

Website: www.christophersomerville.co.uk

Twitter/X: @somerville_c

Enjoy these walks, to the hilt!

Christopher Somerville

Bristol, 2025








Key to Maps

[image: Key to Maps: Walk route indicated by red dashes. Walk direction shown with a red arrow. Rivers represented by a blue wave line. Built up area marked with gray. Woodland depicted with light green and tree symbols. Moor shown in light gray. Sand indicated with a yellow shade. Marsh represented by light blue. Rock marked with dark gray. Route start shown with a pointing hand and word “START.” Parking indicated with a blue “P.” Place of worship marked with a symbol of a square and circular shape with crosses on top. Castle shown with a castle icon. Viewpoint indicated with a star symbol. Public house represented by a beer mug icon. Bridge depicted with a bridge symbol.]








[image: Lulworth Cove: Scenic view of a coastal bay at sunset, surrounded by cliffs and rocky shoreline. Yellow wildflowers dot the grassy hills in the foreground, with calm waters reflecting the orange and pink hues of the sky.]
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The Hurlers, Caradon Hill and the Cheesewring

On Bodmin Moor stand 60 or so stout lads, all turned to stone, as the legend goes, for daring to play at hurling on a Sunday. As for an impious pair of music-makers who blew their bagpipes on the sacred day – why, there they are alongside, struck to stone for ever more.

Cornwall is full of Neolithic monuments and hoary legends, but the Hurlers and their attendant Pipers are tremendously impressive in their flattish moorland setting at the edge of the old tin-mining and granite-quarrying village of Minions.

From the Hurlers we made north across the moor to scramble among a clitter of boulders to the top of Stowe’s Hill, an abrupt bump in this wild landscape. Up at the summit the winds and frosts of millennia have weathered the granite into tors or piles of slabs, so smoothed and shaped that they seem more like artistic installations than natural features. Most photogenic of all is the Cheesewring, a stack of wedges piled up as the result of a boulder-chucking contest between St Tue and Giant Uther – so some say.

We skeltered down the hillside through a quarry of black cliffs where jackdaws glided in and out of the cracks that held their nests. From the quarry mouth a wriggle of former tramways led away. We followed one past a pair of ominous pit shafts, chuting straight down and away from the upper world.

We dropped down into the valley and up a scrubby hillside to join the trackbed of another old industrial railway. It was a 3-mile walk back to Minions, trudging a circle round the waist of Caradon Hill past massive mine ruins, quarry canyons and unexpected corners of green leaves and trickling streams.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Stowe’s Hill, The Cheesewring, ruins of Phoenix mine, Caradon Hill, and Gonamena.]

Start & finish Hurlers car park, Minions, Liskeard PL14 5LE (OS ref SX 260711)

Walk (6½ miles; moderate; OS Explorer 109): From car park follow track to the Pipers twin stones (257713), then Hurlers stone circles (258714). Head north to climb Stowe’s Hill to the Cheesewring granite tor (258724). Descend right (east) side to track through quarry (259723) and on. Pass two fenced mine shafts (260722); in 50m, left down to old tramway (262722). Right; in ¼ mile, fork left at granite marker post (264719) to cross road (265717). Stiles, yellow arrows (YAs) to road (267716). Left; in 100m, right (gate) down to cross stream (268715). Don’t turn left (YA), but climb slope to disused railway (269712); left. In 1¼ miles, just past spoil heap (279701), bear left on track to Tokenbury Corner car park (280697). Right on old railway. In ¾ mile, pass engine house and chimney; through arch (269698). In ½ mile, just past reservoir in a dip on right, fork left (264701) into dip. At “Private” gate, left across granite stile (263703); right on green track to Minions.

Lunch Picnic

More information Liskeard Tourist Information Centre (01579 349148)








Luxulyan Valley and the Saints’ Way

Birdsong was loud in the trees of the Luxulyan Valley on a morning of brilliant sunshine. Among the mossy trunks of oak and beech the giant legs of an aqueduct stepped across the ravine, a scene from a post-apocalyptic dream.

All over Cornwall, the landscape goes hand-in-hand with the architecture of long-dead industries, most notably here in the twisting valley that winds down towards the china clay port of Par. When Joseph Treffry built the structure that served as aqueduct and viaduct across the Luxulyan Valley in 1839–42, it was one piece in a great jigsaw of tramroads, watercourses and railways this powerful engineer and industrialist created to link up his copper and tin mines and granite quarries with the ships and quays he operated down on the coast.

From the eastern end of the viaduct we followed the granite setts and rusted rails of the Higher Tramway beside the ferny channel of Carmears Leat, then down a long steep incline.

At the foot of the incline a chalky grey lane shadowed a tangle of railway lines along the flat valley bottom where glossy horses grazed and the stream beds sparkled with chips of mica. A swift blast of traffic fumes and noise at the level crossing in St Blazey, and we were heading away and up through quiet beechwoods on the Saints’ Way path. Dark Ages pilgrims and holy wanderers used this ancient route across the Cornish peninsula to shorten the perilous sea journey from Ireland to the Continent.

Soon a run of stone arches, pale grey and ghostly, floated into view above the trees of the Luxulyan Valley, and we dropped down to cross the Treffry Viaduct in woodland now hushed with the approach of nightfall.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Ponts Mill, Trefriyy Viaduct and Saints’ Way..]

Start & finish Black Hill car park, Luxulyan PL24 2SS approx. (OS ref SX 059572)

Walk (5 miles; easy; OS Explorer 107): Up steps by information boards; right along leat; in 30m, left up woodland path to Treffry Viaduct (057571). Left; in nearly 1 mile, at foot of incline (070563), ahead along lane. Follow lane; then from Ponts Mill (073561) follow old railway track south to A390 in St Blazey (071551). Right; in 100m, right (“Luxulyan”). In half a mile, right (062553, “Saints Way”/SW) up woodland path. In 100m bend right along edge of woodland. Follow SW (cross logo, yellow arrows/YA) past Nanscawen (060554), Great Prideaux (058558), Trevanney Farm (056566) and on across fields for 1½ miles. Descend into valley. Just before bridges, right off SW (053574, YA). In 50m cross stile into field; in 100m, left at cross-paths to gate onto old tramway (055573). Right across Treffry Viaduct and retrace outward route to car park.

Lunch King’s Arms, Bridges PL30 5EF (01726 850202)

More information The Friends of Luxulyan Valley, interactive map luxulyanvalley.co.uk








Padstow and Harlyn

On a breezy, blustery day on the North Cornwall coast, a Sunday morning hush hung over Padstow.

Up on the coast path to Stepper Point the westerly wind pushed and smacked, shoving roughly, tossing the yellow heads of alexanders vigorously enough to make a hiss that almost drowned the sulky roar of the incoming tide in the mouth of the Camel Estuary.

Up on Stepper Point the old daymark tower whistled quietly to itself. Here, stories said, the women of Padstow had paraded in their red cloaks to frighten off the French. What a sight they’d have made on a morning like this, billowing scarlet before the gale sailed them all away over the estuary.

Picturing that, I leant on the wind and plodded west down the black line of the coast, looking ahead along many miles of foam-battered cliff. The rabbit-nibbled turf was spattered with thousands of pale blue stars, the petals of late-flowering spring squill.

Skirting an enormous blowhole in the cliffs near Trevone, I pushed on to Harlyn, where the thought of breakfast suddenly occurred. Well, brunch, then – a cheeseburger with relish and mustard from the Food for Thought kiosk overlooking Harlyn Bay.

Completely delicious, but just what the doctor wouldn’t have ordered. “You say that,” observed the lady of the van, “but we have a doctor who’s a regular customer – and he tells his patients to eat here too!”

I was tired of fighting the wind, and just as well; I had it at my back now. I sauntered like a man in no sort of hurry past sleepy Trevone, through a hamlet too small to have a name, and on among the clucking bantams and stolidly chewing lambs of Trethillick.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Padstow, Stepper Point, Harlyn Bay. and Trethillik.]

Start & finish Padstow Tourist Information Centre, The Red Brick Building, North Quay, Padstow, Cornwall PL28 8AF (OS ref SW920755)

Walk (9 miles; moderate; OS Explorer 106): Pass Shipwright’s Arms; up path (“Coast Path, Hawker’s Cove”); follow Coast Path arrows/acorns for 6¾ miles to Harlyn, and nearly back to Trevone. At kissing gate (887757, marked “Playing Field” on Explorer map), right (footpath sign) up field edge. Dogleg left/right; left along upper field edge to road (893755); left to road in Trevone. Left for 50m; right at left bend (fingerpost) by Hursley house; through gateway, across two fields. In third field, left across stream; on past buildings, over stile at bend of lane; on across fields to lane (905758); right to Trethillick. Right, then left; over stile; cross two fields to road (910757). Right to Padstow.

Lunch Food for Thought kiosk, Harlyn Bay; Harlyn Inn, Harlyn Bay PL28 8SB (01841 520207; www.harlyn-inn.com)

More information Padstow Tourist Information Centre (01841 533449; padstowlive.com); visitcornwall.com; ramblers.org.uk






[image: Harlyn Bay: Coastal landscape with a sandy beach bordered by rugged rocks and a grassy area in the foreground filled with pink wildflowers. The ocean is a vivid turquoise under a clear blue sky.]








Polkerris and Gribbin Head

God, what a miserable summer! Rain, rain and … yes, more rain, drenching the Cornish beaches, making rivers of the Cornish lanes. Today, for a miracle, it wasn’t forecast to rain until, ooh, 10am at least. So I was up with the lark (there were no larks to be heard; they were probably cowering in the nest) and down on Polkerris beach by 6 o’clock.

“Mackerel sky, mackerel sky, neither wet, neither dry,” we said as kids, and here was a sky as blue and silver as a mackerel’s belly, together with a soft mist rolling in with the south-west wind. I climbed the old cliff road to Tregaminion Farm with ferns and wet grasses pearling my rain trousers. Never a dog barked as I crossed the neck of the Gribbin Head peninsula, a ghost slipping through a rain-soaked landscape now glinting brilliantly in the early sunshine. In the hamlet of Lankelly the herringbone walls were smothered in foxgloves and wall pennywort. I found the flowery, high-banked hollow of Love Lane, and followed it down through Covington Woods to the shattered old stub of St Catherine’s Castle, high on a cliff knoll on the south flank of Fowey.

It was a beautiful hike back along the cliffs, across the lake outfall at impossibly picturesque Polridmouth, up on the nape of Gribbin Head under the soaring, candy-striped lookout tower. As always in such places, I longed for a six-year-old companion to play at Rapunzel. Rain began to freckle in from the sea as I skirted the sea buckthorn thickets beyond Gribbin Tower, but I beat the serious stuff into Polkerris by a short head. Now for a bacon sandwich and a good solid cup of bo’sun’s tea. Proper job, that’d be.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Polkerris, Saints Way, St Catherine’s Castle, Covington Woods and Gribbin Tower.]

Start & finish Polkerris car park, PL24 2TL (OS ref SX094523)

Walks (6 miles; moderate; OS Explorer 107): From Polkerris car park (pay), walk down lane, past Rashleigh Inn, down ramp to beach. Left up ramp past Polkadot Café/Polkerris Beach Watersport shop. At “Toilets” sign, right up path (“South West Coast Path/CP”). In 20m, CP goes right up steps, but you keep ahead up sunken lane to road (096522). Right for 250m; left (“Saints Way/SW”). Skirt right round Tregaminion Farm (yellow arrows) and on along field paths for ⅓ mile to Trenant Cottage. Cross driveway; on along hedged path, then through fields, across stream valley, up to Lankelly Farm. Right along Coombe Lane; in 300m, left (SW); in another 300m, right (115515; SW) along Love Lane, descending towards sea for ⅓ mile. Just before houses, leave SW (117511) and follow CP past NT Covington Woods sign (acorn waymark, yellow arrow). Follow CP for 3¾ miles, via Coombe Haven, Polridmouth and Gribbin Tower, back to Polkerris.

Lunch Rashleigh Inn, Polkerris PL24 2TL (01726 814685; therashleighinnpolkerris.co.uk); Sam’s on the Beach (01726 812255; samscornwall.co.uk/on-the-beach/on-the-beach-about)

More information Fowey Tourist information Centre (01726 833616; fowey.co.uk); ramblers.org.uk








Tintagel to Boscastle

I crossed the footbridge slung over the chasm that separates the mainland part of Tintagel Castle from the section that stands on a massive, rock-like promontory, known as Tintagel Island. Here, if the ancient chroniclers and poets can be believed, Arthur the Once and Future King was conceived.

Was Arthur born at Tintagel? Or was he washed up there on a tempest driven wave, to be raised by Merlin in the cave that still underpins Tintagel Island? And what of the ancient stone inscribed “Artognou” (which is similar to the Welsh name Arthneu), unearthed at Tintagel in 1998? I pondered these signs and wonders as I explored the tiny Dark Ages dwellings. Then I set out north along the coast path with the sun on my back and the wind in my face.

In the gorse banks at the top of Smith’s Cliff, tiny Dartmoor ponies galloped skittishly to and fro. I walked out to the spectacular sheer-sided promontory of Willapark. Beyond Benoath Cove’s perfect stretch of dull-gold sand lay Rocky Valley, where the Trevillett River jumps down towards the sea over a series of rock steps. I crossed a little grassy saddle near Firebeacon Hill, brilliant with violets and shiny yellow stars of celandine.

Under the white tower of a coastguard lookout, the coal-black cliffs of Western Blackapit stood twisted, contorted and streaked with splashes of quartzite, as though a painter had flicked his brush across them. Beyond the promontory, the white houses of Boscastle lay hidden in their deep narrow cleft, appearing in sight only at the last moment as I turned the corner by the harbour wall – a magical revelation of which Merlin himself might have been proud.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Tintagel Castle, Willapark, Rocky Valley, Trevalga, Firebeacon Hill and Boscastle.]

Start Tintagel Castle, near Camelford, Cornwall PL34 0HE (OS ref SX052889)

Finish Boscastle

Walk (6 miles; strenuous; OS Explorer 111): Follow South West Coast Path to Boscastle.

Lunch Harbour Light Tea Garden, Boscastle PL35 0HD (01840 250953)

More information Boscastle Visitor Centre (01840 250010; visitboscastleandtintagel.com); visitengland.com; ramblers.org.uk; Tintagel Castle (English Heritage 01840 770328; english-heritage.org.uk)








Beer, Branscombe and Hooken Undercliff

The seaside village of Beer was looking particularly good this sunny afternoon from our viewpoint on Beer Head cliffs. The houses huddled close behind their pebbly beach, set between cliffs spectacularly coloured in red, grey and white.

Its isolated position and handy nearby caves made Beer a natural haven for smugglers. King of them all was Jack Rattenbury, the “Rob Roy of the West”. Jack was captured again and again, by the French, by the Spanish, by the excisemen and the press gang. Somehow he managed to return like a bad penny to his native harbour at Beer, usually richer and never the wiser.

Just inland, the village of Branscombe curled along its road towards the fortress-like tower of St Winifred’s Church. In the cool interior we found a beautifully carved Elizabethan west gallery, and on the wall nearby a painting made perhaps a hundred years earlier. Only one of the Seven Deadly Sins depicted has survived – Lust, portrayed by a man with flowing hair under a green cap, and a woman en décolleté with a saucy pillbox hat.

A fluffy cat came to help us with our picnic on the bench outside. Then we climbed a steep path, through woods scented with wild garlic, to reach the coast path and a steep descent to Branscombe Mouth once more.

In March 1790 a mighty landslip caused Hooken Cliff, just east of Branscombe Mouth, to crash seaward. The homeward path led through the undercliff created by the slip, a tremendously lush, ferny “lost world”. Looking back from the top of the climb we had a last glimpse of the westward coast, the sea sparkling in the late sun, the cliffs marching away in red sandstone slopes to be lost in the evening sea fog along the distant shores of Tor Bay.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include South Downs Common, East Cliff and Branscombe.]

Start & finish Cliff Top car park, Common Hill, Beer EX12 3AQ (OS ref SY 227888)

Walk (6 miles; strenuous; OS Explorers 115, 116): Left up road. In 400m fork left (224887, bridleway). Follow Coast Path to Branscombe Mouth. Many steps down East Cliff. At foot of West Cliff, right (207881, “Branscombe Village”) to Branscombe. Left at road (198887) to church (196885). Left through churchyard, down to cross stile on south boundary (yellow arrow). Steeply up steps to Coast Path (196882). Left to Branscombe Mouth. Up first field of East Cliff; keep ahead at fingerpost (210881, “Coast Path Beer”) between chalets and on through undercliff (narrow path, slippery in places, unguarded edges, many steps). In 1 mile climb to clifftop path (222880); right to car park.

Lunch Smugglers Kitchen, Fore Street, Beer EX12 3JF (01297 22104, thesmugglerskitchen.co.uk)

More information beer-devon.co.uk






[image: Coastal path view from Branscombe to Beer, descending through lush greenery towards a beach lined with boats, backed by white cliffs and a small town on the right.]








Clovelly and Brownsham

It was a brilliantly sunny winter’s afternoon on the hillside above Clovelly. The eternal sea wind has streamlined the clifftop woods into a smooth curve that bends inland, with hardly a twig breaking the continuous line of the treetops. In the woods the wind blew softly, and as we walked the coast path westward we had glimpses between the leafless oaks of the sea whipping itself into cream on the pebbly beaches far below.

The view back from Gallantry Bower showed the eastward run of the coast to the estuary of the Taw and the Torridge, then on towards the ghost of Baggy Point in a haze of spray.

We dropped steeply down to lonely Mouthmill Beach, with its abandoned lime kiln. In Victorian times the Welsh limestone boats would dump great stone blocks here to be burnt to quicklime and spread as fertiliser on the acid local land.

Steeply up again to Brownsham Cliff, where we left the coast path to follow the fields to the ancient farming community of Brownsham. Then up and on through the parkland of Clovelly Court, and a steep descent on a path of cobbled steps into Clovelly.

The early 20th-century chatelaine of Clovelly Court, Christine Hamlyn, ran an extremely tight ship. Everything in Clovelly had to be kept just so. What she left for posterity is a village about as perfect as you could wish for, a photogenic tumble of cottages down a ludicrously steep cobbled street. As we climbed the roadway back to the car park, a full moon sailed across the bay and spread a sheen of silver across the restless sea, a scene so beautiful it was hard to believe it was real.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Clovelly Court, Gallantry Bower, Brownsham Cliff and Court farm.]

Start & finish Clovelly car park, North Devon EX39 5TL (OS ref SS 315249)

Walk (6 miles; moderate; OS Explorer 126): Through visitor centre to roadway; left on Coast Path/CP (“Brownsham”) for 2¼ miles. On Brownsham Cliff, where CP turns right down steps, ahead (290264, “Brownsham”); follow red arrows/“Brownsham” to Brownsham car park (286260). Right through car park; left down steps; left (CP) past shed; right (“Mouth Mill”) on bridleway through woods. At fork in ¾ mile, keep right (ahead) across stream (297259). Left at junction; in 50m, right (blue arrow/BA) up track. Continue across fields (BA) to farm track at corner of wood (302256, arrow post). Left to Clovelly Court; right by church (309251) to road. Left; follow road for 700m to junction (316250). Right; in 50m, left down path, then cobbled steps into Clovelly. Right up village street to car park.

Lunch Red Lion, The Quay EX39 5TF (01237 431237); New Inn, High Street EX39 5TQ (01237 431303)

More information Clovelly Visitor Centre (01237 431781); clovelly.co.uk; visitengland.com; ramblers.org.uk








Kingston and Bigbury-on-Sea

Crockers and Terrys lie companionably in the churchyard of St James the Less at Kingston, our starting point for a walk along the coast of this isolated region of south Devon.

Between the leafless, wind-streamed trees of Furzedown Wood we caught glimpses of the tide-ribbed, dull gold sandflats and milky turquoise water of the Erme estuary, a snaking channel that reached its mouth between wooded headlands of black rock.

It was heady walking, with the sea-monster shape of tidal Burgh Island as an aiming point ahead. The island’s Art Deco hotel gleamed in the muted winter light, an exotic morsel much picked over by guests both actual and apocryphal – Noel Coward, Winston Churchill, The Beatles and M. Hercule Poirot among them. We descended to the shore in Bigbury-on-Sea opposite Burgh Island’s other hostelry, the tiny old Pilchard Inn. Jane opted to cross the sandy causeway for a bowl of soup and a bit of a sit-down there, while I set off back to Kingston through the switchback fields and stream valleys of the hinterland.

By the time I’d fetched the car and negotiated the narrow lanes back to Bigbury-on-Sea, the tide had risen to cover the causeway. I watched as Jane came ashore on Burgh Island’s tall blue sea tractor, riding in state like Queen Suriyothai on her war elephant.

The Dolphin in Kingston is one of those pubs that draws you in on a cold winter’s night – a combination of lamp-lit windows, the promise of a pint and a plate of food, a cosy setting and the flicker of a real good fire. It was great to settle down there with the wind and rain shut out, the map spread on the table and a great day’s walking to chew over at leisure.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Dolphin Inn in Kingston, St James’s Church, Furzedown Woods, Wonwell Beach, Burgh Island and Ringmore.]

Start & finish Dolphin Inn, Kingston, Devon TQ7 4QE (OS ref SX 636478)

Walk (9 miles; strenuous; OS Explorer OL20): From Dolphin Inn, left past church. At crossroads, right (“Wonwell Beach”). In ¼ mile, just past dogleg, left (632481; “Wonwell Beach”); follow fingerposts and yellow arrows/YAs over fields for ¾ mile, down through Furzedown Wood to road by Erme estuary (620478). Left for 150m; left up steps (“Coast Path, Bigbury-on-Sea”). Follow coast path for 5 miles to Bigbury-on-Sea (if tide allows, cross sands causeway 651442, to Pilchard Inn 648440). Climb Parker Road; at top, through gate (653446; arrow, fingerpost/FP). On across fields; at end of 3rd field (658448), left downhill with fence on right (FP, “Ringmore”). Follow YAs, crossing lane at 656453, to Ringmore. At road, ahead to T-junction by church (653460). Right, then left up side of church. In 150m, left through kissing gate (653461; “Kingston” FP). Diagonally right across field and through gate; follow YAs through gates and fields, turning left (650463) to descend to stream in valley. Bear right (648463) along stream, crossing it at ruined Noddonmill (649465); on (YA) along left bank of stream, into wood (very muddy!). In ¼ mile, steeply uphill out of trees; anti-clockwise round field to far right corner (645471; FP). Right along farm track. Round left bend, and turn right (644473; FP) across field to lane (643474). Left (YA) for 50m; right (FP) and follow YAs along field edges and through woodland to road (637476). Right to T-junction in Kingston (636477); right, then left to Dolphin Inn.

Lunch Pilchard Inn, Burgh Island (01548 810514; soup and baguettes only; if marooned by high tide, return ashore on Sea Tractor, £2, check times/tides in advance); Journey’s End Inn, Ringmore (01548 810205)








Molland and Anstey Moors

It’s just as well that the Courtenay family, stout recusants and traditionalists, held such sway in the countryside around Molland in the 19th century. They didn’t see why Victorian “improvers” should be allowed to lay a finger on the tiny moorland village’s church of St Mary. So no one did. What has survived here is the most perfect Georgian interior, a rare treasure.

We opened the church door on a maze of shining box pews, a fine three-decker pulpit, and the Ten Commandments sternly admonishing us from their place above the low chancel screen. The north arcade leans so dramatically out of kilter that it had to be braced with wooden beams. And the elaborate, faded Courtenay wall monuments are a-bulge with cherubim, swags, scrolls and elaborate encomia.

Although Exmoor still lay in the chilly clutch of winter, there were signs that spring might not be too far off. Daffodils and primroses were beginning to open pale yellow eyes in the churchyard.

The bare hedges whistled along deep-sunk lanes whipped by a cold south wind. We put our backs to it and went trudging up a stony bridleway over the moors that rose to the north in waves of creamy grass and black heather.

Up here it’s all airy, bleak and open, proper Exmoor upland where the weather comes hard across you. The views are enormous over the winter-dried moors to lush pasturelands lower down. Below Guphill Common we turned back along a moor road, skirting its winter potholes and dipping into muddy hollows. A bridleway brought us down into lower country of steep green pastures, where heavily pregnant ewes lumbered off and starlings whistled their jaunty vespers from the bare oak tops far below.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include St Mary’s Church, Luckworthy, Anstey’s Combe and Anstey’s Gate.]

Start & finish Church car park, Molland, South Molton EX36 3NG (OS ref SS 807284)

Walk (6½ miles; moderate; OS Explorer OL9): Pass London Inn; right up laneway beside inn; right on footpath (fingerposts, yellow arrows/YAs) NE across fields to Smallacombe, crossing Moor Lane (810286), then lane to Luckworthy (814290). Bridleway from Smallacombe across ford (816291); follow it NE, then east for 1½ miles across the moor via Gourt Mires and top of Anstey’s Combe (828299) to Anstey Gate (835298). Right along road. In 500m, pass memorial stone; in 100m, opposite boundary stone, right between posts (840296) on faint track SE over Guphill Common, aiming for line of trees, then their right-hand end. At road, right (845288); in 1¼ miles, cross Anstey’s Combe (827294); in another 700m, bear right, through gate (821291). Follow bridleway down to road (819282). Right (“Molland”), cross stream; right (817283, steps, stile); climb to YA, then stile (YA); footpath to road (813283), follow “Molland”.

Lunch London Inn, Molland EX36 3NG (01769 550269, londoninnmolland.co.uk)

More information South Molton Tourist Information Centre (01769 572501); ramblers.org.uk






[image: St Mary’s Church, Molland: A stone church tower with a clock is topped by a flag. It is surrounded by lush greenery under a partly cloudy sky.]








Postbridge, Bellever Tor and Lakehead Hill, Dartmoor

Postbridge lies more or less in the middle of Dartmoor. Its main attraction is the medieval clapper bridge that crosses the East Dart River. Early on this brisk morning I had the bridge with its great granite slabs and piled supports to myself.

Out on the open moor a broad grassy bridlepath ran south through pale wiry grass. All round the long skyline of the moor swelled, its smooth undulations broken by the hard outlines of granite tors.

Down in a sheltered hollow lay the white cottages of Bellever. The village has its own clapper bridge but the central slab is missing and it would be a brave leaper who dared the jump.

Beyond silent and derelict Laughter Hole Farm, I turned off along a green track to pass the Laughter Man, an 8-ft (2.4-m) tall standing stone on the slope of Laughter Tor. From here Bellever Tor stood tall on the western skyline, a jumble of granite that resolved itself as I got nearer into piles of flat wind-sculpted rocks stacked like grey pancakes.

It might have been the arresting profile of Bellever Tor that caused our ancient ancestors to construct their sacred sites across the slopes of Lakehead Hill. I followed a rough path through the tussocks, stumbling upon stone circles, a cist burial under a flat capstone, and a row of 12 tooth-like stones carefully aligned with the rising and setting of the sun.

There was something about these obscure monuments half buried in the moor grass that made me linger in their presence. Walking on at last, I thought of Tom White of Postbridge, a lovelorn suitor who dallied too long with his girlfriend. The pixies of Bellever Tor taught him a lesson by making him dance from midnight till dawn.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Bellever, Clapper Bridge, Laughter Hole Farm, Laugher Man and Bellever Tor.]

Start & finish Bellever Forest car park, Postbridge PL20 6TH (OS ref SX 647786)

Walk (5¾ miles; moderate; OS Explorer OL28): From car park, follow signs to clapper bridge (649788). Just before bridge, turn south off road (“Bridleway”); up steps onto moor. In ⅔ mile at gate (652778) cross track; bridleway descends into Bellever. At road, left (656773) to clapper bridge (659773). Return along road; left through forest car park; follow track past Laughter Hole Farm (659759). On up hill (“Country Road B3157” fingerpost). At gate leave trees (658755); ahead (“Dunnabridge Pound”). In 500m at cross-tracks (654752), right past Laughter Man standing stone (653753); on towards Bellever Tor. In ½ mile through/over gate (646758); right on grassy track to Bellever Tor summit (645764). Down broad path towards forest; in 400m, fork left (646767) on path up right flank of tussocky Lakehead Hill between forestry blocks. Follow it for 1 mile past cairn circle and cist (644774), stone row (644776) and stone circle (644777) to Kraps Ring settlement (645781). Path through trees beyond (post “5A”); in 200m, right on track, then left to Postbridge.

Lunch East Dart Inn, Postbridge PL20 6TJ (01822 880213)

More information Visitor Centre, Postbridge (01822 880272, dartmoor.gov.uk)








Abbotsbury and West Bexington

Under a clearing sky and a brisk wind we set out among the cottages of Abbotsbury with their walls of deep golden stone under grey-green thatch.

Stony, sunken Blind Lane led away uphill between horse pastures. From here we looked back over Abbotsbury and its steep guardian hill topped by St Catherine’s Chapel, the shingle bar of Chesil Beach enclosing the long inlet of the Fleet, and the leonine form of the Isle of Portland with its long back and tail sloping down into the dull sea.

Up over the corrugations of medieval strip lynchets to the ridge, where the South Dorset Ridgeway ran out west along a bracken-brown bar of downland parallel to the sea. The tribal leaders of 3,000 years ago were laid to rest on this high eminence overlooking land and sea.

On the ramparts of Abbotsbury Hillfort, we had a grand prospect of the Jurassic Coast round the great curve of Lyme Bay, with the crumbling cliffs of Golden Cap shining a rich gold in the muted late-year light.

A cobbled green lane descended to West Bexington between hedges bright with fruit – hard red blackberries, shiny black dogwood berries, the burnished scarlet of hawthorn peggles, and old man’s beard draped over the stone walls.

The single street of West Bexington sloped down to the seafront. We turned east into the wind and crunched along a beach of pebbles almost as small as sand.

On the seaward side of Abbotsbury we climbed steeply across strip lynchets to reach St Catherine’s Chapel. In medieval times the maturer maidens of Abbotsbury would make an annual pilgrimage to offer a fervent prayer in the chapel on the hill, finishing with “Arn-a-one’s better than narn-a-one, St Catherine!”

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Abbotsbury, Abbotsbury Hillfort, West Bexington and Manor House.]

Start & finish Abbotsbury car park, Rodden Row, Abbotsbury DT3 4JL (OS ref SY 578852), £1 an hour, signposted in village

Walk (8½ miles; moderate; OS Explorer OL15): Cross B3157; up Rosemary Lane; left on Back Street. In 150m, right beside Spar House up Blind Lane (578854, “Hillfort”). In 600m, through gate (574859, yellow arrow), then another (blue horse). At ridge, left (571863, gate, “West Bexington”). Follow “South Dorset Ridgeway” and “Bexington” signs for 2¾ miles to West Bexington seafront (531864). Left along shore path, then road for 2¼ miles to road end (560846). Ahead along lower edge of car park. Follow “Coast Path” signs for ⅔ mile to 3-finger post; right (568847, “Swannery”). In ½ mile, left at stone marker (575845, “St Catherine’s Church”). Steeply uphill to chapel (572848); downhill into Abbotsbury.

Lunch Manor House, West Bexington, Dorset DT2 9DF (01308 897660, manorhoteldorset.com)

More information Bridport Tourist Information Centre (01308 424901)








Arne Nature Reserve, Poole Harbour

A gorgeous afternoon of sun and blue sky over the Dorset coast – exactly the sort of day to be walking the sandy paths of Arne Nature Reserve, a rare and precious example of conservation triumphant.

Almost all of Dorset’s lowland heaths, the landscapes that Thomas Hardy immortalised, have been lost to farming and housing encroachment. If the RSPB hadn’t got hold of Arne’s 1,000-odd acres of lowland heath on the western shore of Poole Harbour the chances are it would all have been ploughed up or built over. That would have been the end of the Dartford warblers, the nightjars, the marsh harriers and raft spiders, lizards and slow worms that inhabit this highly specialised marsh and seashore.

We followed the Red Trail through quiet woods of oak and beech between hay meadows streaked yellow with buttercups. Soon the pastoral scene had given way to gorsy heath of tall pine trees.

Stout southern marsh orchids grew in a rank beside the path, now dull red with fallen pine needles, that led to a sandy little beach at Shipstal Point. From the viewpoint hillock behind the beach we got a fine view over Poole Harbour, the thick wooded hump of Brownsea Island prominent among a flotilla of little islets.

Back at the car park we set out on the second half of the walk, the Coombe Heath Trail across a windy, sombre-coloured heather upland.

Down in the inaccessible marshland beyond the tip of the heath, a tall pole held a sturdy platform. A large white bird of prey sat there, and looking through binoculars we realised with a thrill it was an osprey. As though intuiting it had been spotted, it slowly rose and flapped away.

[image: Map of the walking route along the Arne Nature Reserve. Points of interest include Poole Harbour, the Red Trail through Big Wood, the Yellow Trail and the Combe Heath Trail.]

Start & finish Arne RSPB car park, Arne, Wareham BH20 5BJ (OS ref SY 971876)

Walk (4½ miles; easy; OS Explorer OL15): From Visitor Centre follow “Shipstal Trails”. Red Trail for 1½ miles to 4-finger post (982884). Left to Shipstal Point beach. Returning, left up steps to viewpoint. Right down steps to 4-finger post. Left (“Car Park”) back to car park. Through gate at far end; follow “Coombe Heath Trail” (white arrows) anticlockwise via viewpoint (975868) back to car park.

Lunch Arne RSPB café (01929 557828; closes 4pm)

More information rspb.org.uk/arne 01929 553360; downloadable trail map available






[image: Arne Nature Reserve: In a sun-dappled forest, a deer with antlers stands alert beside a moss-covered tree, surrounded by fallen leaves and light filtering through the canopy.]








Maiden Newton and Sydling St Nicholas

Sunk deep in the green downland valley of the River Frome lies the sprawling village of Maiden Newton. William Barnes, the Dorset dialect poet, caught the scene in ‘The Fancy Feäir’: “The Frome, wi’ ever-water’d brink/Do run where sholvèn hills do zink/Wi’ housen all a’cluster’d roun’/ The parish tow’rs below the down.”

We found the brink of the shallow, gravel-bottomed River Frome well-watered, and well-muddied too. It was a squelch and a splosh up the riverside path to Cattistock. Sir George Gilbert Scott designed Cattistock’s church with a remarkable tall tower. It beckons you into the crooked street of the village that William Barnes called “elbow-streeted Catt’stock”.

Cattistock has kept its village amenities intact – church, post office, cricket field, Fox & Hounds inn, and an active pack of fox hounds. We heard them give tongue from their kennels as we headed east up the chalk grassland slopes of Lankham Bottom.

Up at Stagg’s Folly we braved the rushing traffic tide of the A37, then sauntered along a forgotten old strip of road where moss grew through the tarmac and down across the pastures to where Sydling St Nicholas unravelled along its watercress stream.

Ancient Court House Farm and tithe barn lay together alongside a church guarded by fat-cheeked gargoyles choking on their waterspouts.

The Wessex Ridgeway hurdled us back across the downs, a broad and muddy old track in a sunny green tunnel of trees that rose to the ridge and fell away west towards Maiden Newton. The western sun turned all the clipped hedges to gold, and over the invisible sea beyond the hills to the south a strong clear coastal light silvered the base of clouds slowly building out there.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Cattistock and crossing the River Frome, The Kennels, Manor Farm, Lankham Bottom, and Stagg’s Folly.]

Start & finish Maiden Newton railway station, Dorchester DT2 0AE (SY 598979)

Walk (8½ miles; easy; OS Explorer 117): Down Station Road; left at junction. In 100m, right past church; left (597979, “Wessex Ridgeway”/WR, “Frome Valley Trail” fish arrow waymark). In ¾ mile, right at road (590988); in 650m, under railway; left at junction (592993). In 100m, left (“Macmillan Way”); fork left in Cattistock churchyard; ahead up street. Just beyond post office, right by Rose Cottage (591998, “Stagg’s Folly”); follow bridleway to pass Manor Farm. On up Lankham Bottom; in 700m, by metal gate on right, half left (604000) past post, up slope to gate (606002). On to gate onto road (612005); right to cross A37 (613004). Follow old road; left at junction (620002); in 600m, right (626001, gate with shackle) across two fields; left along farm track (628998). In 200m, right (630998, stile) to junction (630994); keep ahead; in 100m, right (kissing gate, “Breakheart Hill”). Left down east end of church; cross stile; right on track for 550m to meet Wessex Ridgeway (627993). Left; follow WR for 2 miles back to Maiden Newton.

Lunch Fox & Hounds, Cattistock DT2 0JH (01300 320444, palmersbrewery.com/pubs/fox-and-hounds)

More information visit-dorset.com








Powerstock and Eggardon Hill

A sunny autumn morning over the Dorset hills, the grass in the pastures wet with dew. The stone-built cottages and church tower of Powerstock looked across a shadowed valley to Nettlecombe, sunlit on the ridge opposite.

From the fields beyond, we looked ahead to see Eggardon Hill rising on the south-west skyline. We crossed the old railway line below Nettlecombe, where a cheerful man with a car boot full of yapping terriers was whistling for a stray. It scampered up, frisking and unrepentant. “Getting his own back,” his owner said, fondly, “because he didn’t get a walk yesterday.”

Down on Spyway Road we turned past a thatched longhouse and the lonely Spyway Inn before following a bridleway past South Eggardon Farm. Back in the 18th century Isaac Gulliver, king of the Dorset smugglers, owned the farm. He planted a clump of pine trees on Eggardon Hill as a landmark for his fleet of 15 luggers bringing silk, lace, tea and gin untaxed from the Continent. The trees were felled by order of the authorities, and Gulliver himself became a respectable citizen.

Now the crumpled ramparts of the Iron Age hillfort on Eggardon Hill stood in full view, a little line of limestone outcrops at one end.

A fenced path led to the hilltop, its smooth flanks hollowed and velvety, seamed like corduroy with hundreds of erosion terraces. Handsome bronze and white cattle moved slowly off in front of us, as a superb prospect opened southward, the sea showing grey-blue in the dips of the cliffs.

A succession of green lanes brought us back to Powerstock, from where Eggardon Hill resumed its modest status as one bump among many in this steep green country.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include St Mary The Virgin Church in Powerstock, Nettlecombe, the Marquis of Lorne Inn, Spyway Inn, South Eggardon House and Eggardon Hill.]

Start & finish St Mary The Virgin Church, Powerstock, Bridport DT6 3TD (OS ref SY517961)

Walk (7 miles; moderate; OS Explorer 117): Pass Three Horseshoes pub. In 100m, right downhill (“Nettlecombe”); path to road (517956). Left past inn; in 100m, right past No 3; in 50m, left across playing field. Cross road (520953); cross field to bench; down woodland path; cross old railway (520950). Field track for 1¼ miles to road (528933). Left past Spyway Inn. Left (530932) up drive. At South Eggardon House, right on bridleway up to road (545939). Left; in 350m left (546942) for circuit of Eggardon Hill. Back at “National Trust” gate (544945), left (gate) across field to lane (546946); left. In ¾ mile, lane bends right (536952); ahead here (green lane). In ½ mile track bends left (529955); ahead (yellow arrow/YA) to cross old railway (523956). In 200m, right (522956, stile) downhill. At bottom dogleg left/right (521956) over footbridge. Streamside path, then lane up to road (520960). Left to Powerstock.

Lunch Marquis of Lorne, Nettlecombe DT6 3SY (01308 485236, themarquisoflorne.co.uk); Three Horseshoes, Powerstock DT6 3TD (01308 485328, palmersbrewery.com)

More information visit-dorset.com








Tyneham and the Jurassic Coast

“Please treat the church and houses with care,” said the handwritten plea left pinned by the villagers of Tyneham to their church door in the dark days of the Second World War. “We have given up our homes where many of us lived for generations to help win the war to keep men free. We shall return one day,” the note ended, poignantly, “and thank you for treating the village kindly.”

That return was to remain forever a dream. Evicted by the Army in 1943 so that their homes and lands could be used for training soldiers, the villagers of Tyneham never returned to the lonely valley in the Dorset downs.

We wandered around the skeleton village with the ghosts of dairyman Walter Candy, shepherd James Lucas and a host of pinafored children and hobnailed farmworkers at our elbow, then made for the grassy track along the crest of Whiteway Hill. We teetered down the steep slope below the ramparts of Flower’s Barrow hillfort, and had a quick, ecstatic plunge in the semicircle of sea under the sloping cliffs of Worbarrow Bay. A stiff climb out of the cove and we were looking down on the Tyneham valley, its green slopes untouched by the intensive agriculture of the past 70 years.

The submerged rock ledges far below off Brandy Bay shimmered orange, black and jade green. In the sea haze the long wedge of Portland seemed not so much a peninsula as an island detached from the shore. A last look east to the much-quarried freestone cliffs under St Alban’s Head, and we were bowling back to Tyneham along the ridge of Tyneham Cap where sparrowhawks hovered on quivering wings, and a croaky old raven was teaching formation flying to this year’s youngsters.

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Povington Hill, Whiteway Hill and Rings Hill, Flower’s Barrow, Gad Cliff and South Eglisdon ruins.]

Start & finish Tyneham car park, near East Lulworth, Dorset (OS ref SY882802)

Walk (8 miles, moderate/strenuous; OS Explorer OL15): From Tyneham Church, track north (yellow markers/YM) to top of down (882810). Left along crest of down (YM) for 1 mile to Flower’s Barrow hillfort. At South West Coast Path marker stone, hairpin left (866805); follow Coast Path east for 3 miles via Worbarrow Bay and Brandy Bay to Kimmeridge Bay. At “Kimmeridge View Point” board and flagpole on right, turn left (904792), following YMs to top of down (905802); left/west for 1¼ miles. Opposite Tyneham, fork right (883797) and follow YMs back to car park.

Lunch Picnic

More information Lulworth Range walks and Tyneham are open most weekends and some school holidays/bank holidays (01929 404819; tynehamopc.org.uk); Dorchester Tourist Information Centre (01305 267992; visit-dorset.com); visitengland.com; ramblers.org.uk; tynehamvillage.org






[image: Ruined stone building surrounded by lush greenery and a small pond, with overgrown vegetation in the foreground and trees in the background.]








Corton Denham and Cadbury Castle

It was a glorious day of sun and wind, with cotton-wool clouds chasing each other across the deep-blue sky over Corton Denham.

We headed north along the Monarch’s Way with an enormous prospect spread on our left hand, a wooded vale leading to Glastonbury Tor, the summit tower a tiny pimple at the apex of its steadily rising, beast-like back.

On the slopes under Parrock Hill a flock of sheep ran frantically bleating after the farmer as she puttered by on her quad bike to refill the feeder. One of the ewes came cautiously up to sniff my fingers, her lamb peeping out shyly from the shelter of its mother’s flank.

From the mellow stone houses of Sutton Montis the old greenway of Folly Lane brought us across the medieval ridge and furrow to South Cadbury, tucked in the lee of Cadbury Castle’s great ramparted hillfort. A look round the excellent archaeological display in the Camelot inn, a glance at the 700-year-old figure of Thomas à Becket painted on a window arch in the village church, and we were climbing a stony track through the Iron Age ramparts to the wide, sloping summit of the hill.

Did King Arthur ever feast here with his warriors and treacherous queen? Undoubtedly not as Tennyson and Hollywood depict him, all in shining armour in many-towered Camelot. However, an excavation in 1966–70 brought to light the foundations of a great aisled feasting hall, built in the early Dark Ages at the crown of

[image: Map of the walking route. Points of interest include Corton Ridge, Parrock Hill, Sutton Monis, South Cadbury and Cadbury Castle.]






OEBPS/text/nav.xhtml


Contents







		Cover



		Title Page



		Copyright



		Note to Readers



		Dedication



		Contents



		Introduction



		Key to Maps





		The South West



		The Hurlers, Caradon Hill and the Cheesewring



		Luxulyan Valley and the Saints’ Way



		Padstow and Harlyn



		Polkerris and Gribbin Head



		Tintagel to Boscastle



		Beer, Branscombe and Hooken Undercliff



		Clovelly and Brownsham



		Kingston and Bigbury-on-Sea



		Molland and Anstey Moors



		Postbridge, Bellever Tor and Lakehead Hill, Dartmoor



		Abbotsbury and West Bexington



		Arne Nature Reserve, Poole Harbour



		Maiden Newton and Sydling St Nicholas



		Powerstock and Eggardon Hill



		Tyneham and the Jurassic Coast



		Corton Denham and Cadbury Castle



		The Quantock Hills



		Shapwick Heath National Nature Reserve, Somerset Levels



		Wadbury Valley and the Colliers Way



		West Mendip Way



		Bishopstone and the Ridgeway



		Blackmore Vale, Hambledon Hill and Hod Hill



		Devil’s Den, Fyfield Down and the Grey Wethers



		North Meadow



		Wootton Rivers









		The South East



		Charleston and Firle Beacon



		Ditchling Beacon



		Friston Forest and the Seven Sisters



		Glynde, Mount Caburn and Bible Bottom



		Rodmell and Harvey’s Cross



		Rye Harbour



		Burley and Whitten Pond, New Forest



		Farley Mount and Beacon Hill



		Hawkley and the Hangers



		Owslebury and Upham



		Dungeness, Romney Marsh



		Holly Hill and Coldrum Long Barrow, North Downs



		Kingsdown and St Margaret’s at Cliffe



		Penshurst and the Eden Valley



		Stodmarsh National Nature Reserve and Grove Ferry



		Buddington Bottom and Chanctonbury Ring



		Burpham and Rackham Banks



		Chichester Harbour and Dell Quay



		Eartham and Great Down



		Stoughton and Kingley Vale









		The Home Counties



		Eversholt and Toddington Park



		Houghton Conquest and Houghton House



		Aldworth and the Berkshire Downs



		Eton and Boveney



		Thatcham Reedbeds and Greenham Common



		Walbury Hill and Test Way



		Aldbury Nowers and College Lake



		Cadsden, Chequers and Coombe Hill



		Hambleden Weirs, Aston and the River Thames



		Hawridge and Bellingdon



		Latimer, Chenies and Chess Valley



		Quainton, North Marston and Matthew’s Way



		Benington and Burn’s Green



		Much Hadham and Perry Green



		Chobham Common



		Coldharbour and Leith Hill



		Compton and Loseley Park



		Ewhurst and Holmbury Hill



		Frensham Common



		Ranmore Common









		The South Midlands



		Miserden, Througham and High Wood



		Purton and Sharpness



		Uley Bury and Cam Long Down



		Wainlode Hill and Coombe Hill Meadows



		Aymestrey



		Craswall and Monnow Valley



		Kentchurch and Garway Hill



		Longtown and Hatterrall Ridge



		Chadlington



		Dorchester-on-Thames and Wittenham Clumps



		Kelmscott and Radcot, Thames Valley



		Wayland’s Smithy



		Brinklow, King’s Newnham and the Oxford Canal



		Honington and Idlicote



		Ilmington and Hidcote



		Upper Boddington



		Clifton upon Teme



		Piper’s Hill and Hanbury Park



		Worcestershire Beacon and the Malvern Hills









		East Anglia



		Ely



		Great Fen and Holme Fen



		Wicken Fen and Reach Lode



		Coalhouse Fort and Mucking Marshes



		Great Easton and Tilty Abbey



		Wallasea Island and the Essex Archipelago



		Gedney Drove End



		Folkingham and Sempringham Priory



		Walesby and the Lincolnshire Wolds



		Blakeney to Salthouse



		Castle Acre and Nar Valley Way



		Hunstanton, Holme Dunes and Thornham



		Dunwich and Dingle Marshes



		Lavenham and Balsdon Hall



		Orford and Butley Ferry









		Wales



		Arenig Fawr, near Bala



		The Begwns



		Caerfanell Horseshoe



		Great Orme and Parc Farm



		Llanvihangel Crucorney and the Skirrid



		Llyn Bochlwyd and Llyn Idwal



		Melynllyn and Dulyn Lakes



		New Quay to Aberaeron



		Pistyll Rhaeadr, Berwyns



		Precipice Walk and Foel Offrwm Summit



		The Preseli Hills



		St Davids and the Pembrokeshire Coast



		Sugar Loaf



		Three Cliffs Bay



		Ystradfellte and Nedd Fechan









		North Midlands



		Castleton and Lose Hill, Peak District



		Derwent Edge and Ladybower Reservoir



		Goyt Valley, Errwood Hall and Shining Tor



		Kinder Edge



		Miller’s Dale and High Dale



		Burrough Hill, Little Dalby Estate and Somerby



		Hoby, Gaddesby and Frisby-on-the-Wreake



		Hungarton



		Badby, Everdon and Fawsley Park



		Canons Ashby and Oxford Lane



		Wadenhoe



		Clumber Park



		Sherwood and Budby Forests



		Silverhill Wood and Pleasley Pit



		Hambleton Peninsula



		Abdon and Brown Clee



		Clunton and Bury Ditches



		The Stiperstones



		Cannock Chase and the Trent Canals



		Ellastone and the Weaver Hills



		Hamps Valley, Rushley Dale and Throwley Old Hall









		Yorkshire



		Blackstone Edge and Green Withens Reservoir



		Buckden Beck and Buckden Pike, Wharfedale



		Clapham and Ingleborough Cave



		Gordale Scar and Malham Cove



		Hawnby and Bilsdale



		Ingleton Waterfalls



		Littondale and Wharfedale



		Long Preston and Scaleber Force



		Marsden and Wessenden Moor



		Muker and Keld, Swaledale



		Osmotherley and Cleveland Way



		Pateley Bridge



		Roseberry Topping



		Runswick Bay



		Thixendale









		The North West



		Higher Burwardsley



		Shutlingsloe and Wildboarclough



		Arnside Knott and Kent Estuary



		Buttermere and Gatesgarth



		Cautley Spout, The Calf and Bowderdale



		Dufton and Threlkeld Side



		Ennerdale Water



		Glenridding Dodd and Sheffield Pike



		Mellbreak and Crummock Water



		Raven Stones and Greenfield Brook



		Barley and Pendle Hill



		Clougha, Forest of Bowland



		Cockerham to Conder Green



		Trawden and Wycoller



		Winter Hill and Rivington Pike









		The North East



		Barnard Castle and Cotherstone



		Cronkley Fell, Durham Dales



		Frosterley and the Old Quarries, Weardale



		Hannah’s Meadow



		Low Force, High Force and Upper Teesdale



		Seaham to Peterlee, Durham Heritage Coast



		Smiddy Shaw and Hisehope Reservoirs



		Stanhope Burn, Durham Dales



		Byrness, Cottonshope and Raven’s Knowe



		Druridge Bay



		Holy Island or Lindisfarne



		South Tyne Valley



		West Allen Valley and Mohope Moor



		Vindolanda and Hadrian’s Wall



		Yeavering Bell and Akeld









		Scotland



		Coigach Geotrail, Achiltibuie



		Coire Mhic Fhearchair, Beinn Eighe, Torridon



		Creag Meagaidh Nature Reserve



		The Devil’s Beef Tub, Moffat



		The Devil’s Staircase, Glencoe



		Forvie National Nature Reserve



		Little Wyvis



		Loch Trool



		Monadhliath Mountains



		Oxen Craig and Mither Tap



		St Abb’s Head, Berwickshire



		Eoropie and the Butt of Lewis



		Rackwick Glen and Old Man of Hoy



		Hermaness



		Coire Lagan, Cuillin Hills









		Northern Ireland



		Downhill and Benone Strand



		Giant’s Causeway



		Glenariff



		Slieve Binnian, Mourne Mountains



		Vinegar Hill









		Index



		Acknowledgements



		About the Publisher











Guide





		Cover



		Contents



		Introduction













		3



		4



		2



		1



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160



		161



		162



		163



		164



		165



		166



		167



		168



		169



		170



		171



		172



		173



		174



		175



		176



		177



		178



		179



		180



		181



		182



		183



		184



		185



		186



		187



		188



		189



		190



		191



		192



		193



		194



		195



		196



		197



		198



		199



		200



		201



		202



		203



		204



		205



		206



		207



		208



		209



		210



		211



		212



		213



		214



		215



		216



		217



		218



		219



		220



		221



		222



		223



		224



		225



		226



		227



		228



		229



		230



		231



		232



		233



		234



		235



		236



		237



		238



		239



		240



		241



		242



		243



		244



		245



		246



		247



		248



		249



		250



		251



		252



		253



		254



		255



		256



		257



		258



		259



		260



		261



		262



		263



		264



		265



		266



		267



		268



		269



		270



		271



		272



		273



		274



		275



		276



		277



		278



		279



		280



		281



		282



		283



		284



		285



		286



		287



		288











OEBPS/images/f019-01.jpg
Bigbury

500 matres

Stjames's

S, - Chureh
ingston

Oolphin nn
& Okenbt

Yty

Journey's
End Inn

Bay

e All Hallows.
Church

 Ringmare
g






OEBPS/images/f008-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f022-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780008758622_Cover.jpg
KS FROM THE TIMES
w - i-* ‘FkE - ’






OEBPS/images/f015-01.jpg
Penaly il -

ek Sen






OEBPS/images/f011-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f013-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f026-01.jpg
-
fi*”"l "I\

e Kennele






OEBPS/images/Title.jpg
BRITAIN'S
BEST WALKS

200 CLASSIC WALKS FROM THE TIMES

CHRISTOPHER SOMERVILLE





OEBPS/images/f017-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f004-02.jpg
e

Walk route

Walk direction

Rivers

Built up area
Woodland
Moor

Sand

Marsh

Rock

Route start

Parking

Place of worship

Castle

Viewpoint

Public house

Bridge






OEBPS/images/f024-01.jpg
Visitor
centre






OEBPS/images/f028-01.jpg
mhoth
egliston

250 metres






OEBPS/images/f020-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f014-01.jpg
South West
Constpath &

The Channel

500 metres






OEBPS/images/f030-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f012-01.jpg
S00metres






OEBPS/images/f016-01.jpg
cmml;

1
L

English Chanrel

Hooken
Underdit

500 et






OEBPS/images/f010-01.jpg
\ Stowe's
The! Hil
Chesteuring —%

FEl

R —

%, Ruins of Phosrix mine

The R  Disusad b
S—The L% a

Caradon
Hil

", g T
sometres "B Corner






OEBPS/images/f018-01.jpg
500 metres






OEBPS/images/f021-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f023-01.jpg
w \& -

ABBOTSBURY






OEBPS/images/f025-01.jpg





OEBPS/images/f027-01.jpg
500 metres






OEBPS/images/f029-01.jpg





