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Introduction

 

 

We wrestle against the spiritual forces of evil. This includes everyone: man, woman, and child. This isn't just believers. It includes people who are not believers and do not become believers.

 

Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds? He said to them, 'An enemy has done this.' … The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. (Matthew 13:27-28, 38-39)

 

The enemy, Satan, sows to produce people who disobey and work in opposition to God.   This is part of the war that is fought against those people. Satan fights against everyone in an effort to make people to work for him and against God.

 

The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. (Luke 8:12) 

 

God sows good seed into the hearts of all people. When God's Word is sown, Satan comes immediately to take away the Word God has sown. This includes people who hear the Word, but are not believers. 

 

As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. (Matthew 13:20-21)

 

Whether a person believes God's Word, or not, Satan wars against them to prevent the Word from conceiving and bearing fruit in them. This is a part of the spiritual war that every person fights.

 

Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. (Matthew 7:13-14)

 

Unfortunately, most people lose this spiritual war and end their lives on the path that leads to destruction.

 

God knows that we are in a spiritual battle and what we need to survive and to overcome. One resource he gives us to protect us is spiritual armor. It is vital that we always put on God's armor – especially as we start to learn about spiritual warfare.

 

Be furnished with the capacity for strength through your union with the Lord and the fullness of his immeasurable strength. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, having shod your feet with the sure footing of the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, (Ephesians 6:10-18)

 

So, following God's instructions, given through Paul, we put on God's armor.

 

Father, we thank you in the name of Jesus for your armor and we put on your armor: truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation and the sword of your Spirit.

 

One of Satan's favorite means of fighting against us is to lead us onto the path of leaning to our own understanding. Indeed, he uses this way to fight against all things that pertain to life and godliness.

 

In answer to Jesus' prayer, the Father has sent the Spirit of Truth to guide us into all the truth – onto the path where we trust in God to guide us and order our steps. 

 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, (John 16:13)

 

If we ask God, he will send the Spirit of Truth to guide us into all the truth.

 

Father, we thank you in the name of Jesus that you send forth your Spirit of Truth to guide us into all the truth. We ask that you send your Spirit of Truth to guide us into all the truth and show us things to come. Fill us with the knowledge of your will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding so we live a life worthy of you, fully pleasing to you, and bearing fruit in every good work.

 

 

Revealing the Hidden War

 

We are at a significant disadvantage fighting a spiritual war against a spiritual enemy. We usually align our lives by what we perceive through our physical senses. Our physical senses are useless in a spiritual war. 

 

Jesus, the Word of God, and the Spirit of Truth reveal the spiritual war to us. They tell us how the enemy fights against us and how to resist and overcome him. Their teaching is essential to help us win the spiritual war and walk the path that leads to life. 

 

We are part of this war. Spiritual Warfare: Sowing will examine the details of God's teaching on the sowing aspect of spiritual war. These details will help us align our lives with God's sowing of his Word into our hearts. They will also help us align our lives resisting Satan's sowing of his seed into our hearts and his attacks against the Word God sows into our hearts.

 

Seeds of Life and Seeds of Death

 

True seed has creative and life-giving power.1

 God's seed is true seed – it has creative and life-giving power. Satan's seed is false seed – it has destructive power and brings forth death.

 

Sowing God's seed is the path that leads to life. Sowing Satan's seed leads to death.

 

Whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the spirit will from the spirit reap eternal life. (Galatians 6:7-8)

 

Understanding this highlights the value of the seed of God's Word. This helps us properly align our lives with sowing God's seed and resisting Satan's.

 

Where the seed is sown

 

To align our lives with God's sowing and against Satan's attacks we need to know where God sows his seed, where Satan sows his seed, and where Satan's attacks against the seed God sows occur. 

 

What the seed is

 

We need to work with God and against Satan. To resist Satan's seed we need to know what it is. Knowing what the seed is that God sows will help us work with him to increase the fruitfulness of the seed he sows.

 

Who sows the seed

 

It is helpful to know and be able to recognize who is sowing God's seed that helps us and who is sowing Satan's corrupt seed that works to destroy us.

 

How and when the seed is sown

 

Recognizing the seed and the sowers is a start. We can better align our lives in the sowing war when we know how God's seed is sown and how Satan's seed is sown. This is important for our fight in this war in our own lives. It is also important in helping those around us in the sowing war.

 

We need to receive God's Word when it is sown and resist Satan's seed when it is sown. Knowing when God's seed is sown also helps us guard it against Satan's attacks against it. 

 

Why the seed is sown

 

God produces results – his kingdom come and his will (shalom) done – in earth by sowing his seed. We contribute to producing those results by receiving his seed and bearing the fruit it produces. We can be more effective at doing this when we know why God sows his seed.

 

Satan seeks to produce results – steal, kill, destroy, choke the Word, division, etc. by sowing his seed. Knowing why he sows can help us recognize his sowing and his seed. This helps us resist and overcome his sowing fight against us.

 

How we fight the sowing war

 

Finally, we need to know how we fight a spiritual war that is fought by sowing seeds. 

 


1: Seeds of Life and Seeds of Death

     

 

 

God created man a living eternal soul (psuche) with a mortal, physical body (soma). He also created us with a heart that is designed to receive spiritual seed and provide a place for it to grow. 

 

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. (Matthew 13:19)

 

Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, (Luke 8:12)

 

Our heart is designed to be a spiritual garden. Spiritual seed is sown into this garden and we – our spirit, soul, and body – are nourished by the fruit it produces. 

 

Guard your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. (Proverbs 4:23)

 

Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. (Matthew 12:34-35)

 

Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits. (Proverbs 18:21)

 

Both God and Satan sow seeds into man's heart. God's seeds are true seeds – they are creative and life-giving. God's seeds are seeds of life – incorruptible seeds of eternal (zoe) life. Satan's seeds are false seeds. They are anti-seeds. They are corrupt, destructive and bring forth death.

 

 

Seeds of Death

 

Satan approached Adam and Eve with seeds of death and attempted to sow them into their heart
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We Need God's Seed to Have Eternal Life
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