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  Drobeta Turnu Severin


  Country: Romania


  County: Mehedinci


  Status: County capital


  Government


  • Mayor: Constantin Gherghe (Democratic Liberal Party)


  Area


  • Total: 55 km2 (21 sq mi)


  Population: (2011 census)


  • Total: 86,475


  • Density: 1,572/km2 (4,070/sq mi)


  Time zone: EET (UTC+2)


  • Summer: (DST) EEST (UTC+3)


  Website: www.primariadrobeta.ro


  Main portal: www.dtstv.ro


  The modern town of Drobeta Turnu Severin has a relatively new history. It made its appearance on the map of Romania and on that of the world following General Pavel Kiseleff's decree on the 22nd of April, 1833. The town got its name from the majestic remains of the Severin Fortress which used to look down the Danube and surrounding region at some ancient times. It was erected following a pre-established plan, with wide streets falling perpendicularly onto the Danube or running parallel to it.


  The town of Drobeta Turnu Severin which is situated on the Danube and was engaged in commercial activities became one of the modern towns of Romania about the 1900s. Because it was born on the 22nd of April, very close to the religious feast of St. George's (April 23), the inhabitants of the town chose St. George as the patron saint of the city.


  The city administers three villages: Duda_u Schelei, Gura Vii, and Schela Cladovei.


  Vestiges


  Favourable conditions such as climate, soil, vegetation or food turned our town into the cradle of the oldest settlement known in Europe.


  Situated on the Danube, the 9,000 year old western residential district of the town, known as Schela Cladovei, has been under the investigation of archeologists for the last 36 years.


  It was here that the first dwellings of Europe were built, the first inhabitants were buried, the first vegetables were raised and the first surgical operations were performed. The first works of art were also created here.


  This region allows us to to get informed about the outcome of the first war events. This was the first settlement to be destroyed as a result of an armed conflict. The Schela Cladovei culture - as it was called by historians - is dated around 7,200 B.C.


  Numerous other settlements superposed upon this one led to a flourishing Dacian settlement which was born under the precincts of the present town. The settlement got the name DRUBETA - which in the language of the Dacians meant ,,the settlement in the cleavage area" - is known to us from later Roman sources.


  The conquering Romans gave the name Drobeta to the new town they had settled, taking over the name of the ancient settlement they had conquered.


  As for the Dacians, they were not only valiant fighters but also renowned precious metal craftsmen.


  Dacians & Romans


  Trajan, the famous Roman emperor and general, minutely prepared the war against the Dacians. He turned the Danube into a navigable river and cut its banks in order to create a road in the Iron Gates area which allowed him to concentrate over 200,000 soldiers on the southern bank of the river. Two bloody battles took place between 101- 105.


  The interval between 103-105 was used in order to build a stone bridge across the Danube. It enabled the Roman army to complete the conquering of Dacia. The last armed resistance of the Dacians took place in the Orastiei Mountains. Decebalus, the Dacian king killed himself.


  In 106, the Dacian territory was turned into a Roman province. The ancient historian Dio Cassius reports on the fabulous spoils of war taken away from the Dacian territory: 165,500 kg of gold and 331,000 kg of silver, the equivalent of ROL 618 million/hard currency in 1916.


  While the bridge was being built, the Roman camp of Drobeta was also being erected having the mission to defend the northern end of the bridge. This was the first stone stronghold to be erected in the province of Dacia. It was a small-sized camp (137.5 x 123 m) which was able to shelter the effective force of an auxiliary body of soldiers.
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  The Remains of the Roman Camp Drobeta


  As the town itself, it went through several erection phases, the present one dating from Constantine the Great's epoch. In times past, several military units used this camp as their base: COHORS I CRAETUM. COHORS I SAGITTARIORUM, COHORS I ANTIOHIENSIUM as well as many drafts belonging to the Fifth Legion - Macedonlca.


  Trajan's Stone Bridge
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  Trajan's Bridge reconstruction - Drawing


  Trajan's bridge from Drobeta was built in only three years (103-105), following the plans of the architect Apolodorus of Damascus, the craftsman of Trajan's Column in Rome.


  It was the biggest bridge of the antiquity, ingenious in its technique and shape. Today, its remains work visitors into enthusiasm. Massive blocks of stone together with the oak wood coming from 200 hectares of forest were used to build only its piers. The bridge was 1,155 m long, 18.6 m high and 14.55 m wide.


  It was this bridge which allowed the entire Latinity - with its splendor and complexity - to cross the Danube and reach its northern banks.


  The Roman town of Drobeta which was erected near the stronghold and bridge borrowed the name - of the ancient Dacian settlement of DRUBETA.


  In the middle of the 3rd century, the town was lying over a surface of 60 hectares and had about 40,000 inhabitants. It was the first town in Dacia which, during Emperor Hadrian's reign, bore the title of ,,municipium", while during Septimius Severus' time, it became a "Colonia". The name of the town, together with the appellative ,,splendidissima colonia Drobeta" was discovered on a honorary altar stone. The life of the town could be traced back to the 6th century when it fell a pray to migratory peoples, thus sharing the fate of other imperial towns.


  Middle Ages


  During the early Middle Ages, the Iron Gates region continued to be an important area of economic and major strategic interests. It was for more than once that political interests prevailed in front of the economical ones.
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  Medieval Severin Fortress - N-E Tower


  The 12th and 13th centuries turned the Iron Gates area into a field of permanent fighting operations between Hungarian kings and Bulgarian tzars, between Hungarians and Byzantines and between all of them and the legitimate rulers of these places, the Romanian princes and voivodes. Due to these interests, the Iron Gates region is, for several centuries, the centre of European politics.


  It was at the end of the 13th century that the western knights erected the Severin Fortress on top of the remains of an older Roman fortress. At the same time, the Hungarian kingship created here the Severin Banate, an administrative and military unit focusing upon the Tartar and Bulgarian dangers coming on the Danube towards Central Europe.


  The foundation of the feudal state -whose name was ,,Tara Romaneasca" (Walachia) - under the reign of Basarab I, allowed the Severin Fortress to become a Wallachian possession. The Wallachian ruler Mircea cel Batran (1386-1418) strengthened and enlarged the fortress, coined money in the Severin Fortress and favored both Romanian and foreign tradesmen (who were) going through the Schela Cladovei Customs.


  The subdual of the Severin Fortress by the Turks and its final destroying opened the way to the Turks towards Central Europe. In 1541, half of Hungary's surface was turned into a Turkish province.


  The Modern City


  In 1833, the modern town of Turnu Severin made its appearance as a commercial town which was developed following the plans drawn up by the engineer Xavier Villacrose (1835).


  It was facing the Danube and had a rectangular shape, including streets which made traffic easier. Several small squares offer a particular charm to the town.


  As its erection was a difficult one, the central administrations made arrangements to sell building land to foreigners, too. This is how Germans and Austrians. Serbians, Jews, Greeks and Macedo-Romanians, Armenians, Turks, Bulgarians, Italians and French people came to settle down here.


  It is only after 1841 that the town witnesses a somehow accelerated development.


  In I860, the town limits were being settled on the main roads: Craiova Boundery. Varciorovei Boundary (towards the town of Orsova), Agency Boundary (towards the port) and Fair Boundary (northwards). It was then that the weekly fair was moved to the eastern end of the town (towards the village of Cerneti).


  The town officials gave their attention to introducing lighting, sewerage and to paving streets and markets with river stone.


  In 1863, the necessary sums of money to build the townhall and the fireman command were finally funded.


  In 1888 the Townhall is modernized, repaired and added a storey. It was then that the name ,,The Municipal Palace" was proudly attributed to it.
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  The Administrative Pallace


  ,,Turnu Severin shows itself in the sunset as in the middle of a decor. Widened, the Danube cuts a curve in the Romanian bank and pushes the town up on a top coverd with trees, the thicket of which discloses overlapped houses enveloped in red hallow dies... A western town with beautiful buildings, great schools, wide and straight streets..." (Alexandria Vlahuta, Picturesque Romania")
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