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I sit quietly in my office at my car repair franchise just inside the city limits of Austin, Texas and think about something that has been on my mind for the last few weeks.  Almost seven years ago, my wife Renee had a quick fling with a man whom she did not even know.  It was nothing, really, but we were married for only a couple of years at that point and she was out with some of her friends during a bachelorette party.  It happened so quickly, according to her and a friend she had with her that night, that her alcohol-clouded mind had very little time to consider the consequences.  I was angry once I found out about it and nearly left my young wife after it happened.  However, I did not and I am glad that I am still with her.  I love Renee.  I just wish I could shake the dreams I have been having recently about her and other men.

“Good morning, Brent,” one of my employees says to me as he pokes his head through the doorway of my office.  “We have a customer out here who says he knows you.  He wants to talk to you about his car.”

“Oh, really?”  I nod my head and get up from behind my desk.  The employee and I walk toward the front of the shop where the man is waiting.

“You old rascal,” Jake Enders says with a large smile on his face.  “I heard that you owned this place now.  How’s it going?”  He holds out his large hand and waits for me to shake it.  

“I’m doing great.  It’s been a year or two since I last saw you, though.”  I smile as I recognize an old friend of mine from a few years ago.  It has been a while since I last saw Jake in person, but I have kept up with him on Facebook.  “How is Tina?”

He nods his head.  “She’s doing very well, my friend.  Very well.  We have a little guy now.”  

“I saw the pictures online,” I say while smiling at Jake.  “You must be really proud of him.  What’s his name?”

“Leo.”  He shakes his head.  “Tina’s grandfather’s name was Leonard, so of course she wanted to name our son that.  It took some convincing, but I finally agreed to that when she said we wouldn’t call him by his full name.  There aren’t exactly too many Leonard’s running around today, right?”  We both laugh as Jake turns his attention toward the employee who brought me out to the front.  “Say, um, this guy says I have a real problem with my car and that it’s going to set me back almost two grand.  I don’t mean anything against him, but I was wondering if you would take another look at it and see if that’s the case.  The old thing really isn’t worth that much money if that’s the cost to fix it.  I would rather go buy another car.”

I nod my head.  “Kevin is one of our best,” I tell my old friend, “But I’m happy to look over what he has found and tell you what I think.”  Though I sometimes get asked by customers whether our numbers are correct, I rarely have someone that I know personally do such a thing.  It puts a lot of stress on my employees as well as me when I have to look over their estimates beforehand.  “Hmm.  You’ve lost the camshaft, Jake.  That’s not something that’s so easy to replace.”

“How do you know it’s no good?  I mean, it’s down inside the engine, right?  It’s not even pulled apart yet.”

“Well, we have instruments that we plug into your car’s panel to figure out what’s going on,” I explain.  “You have a very expensive problem.”

Jake grimaces as he looks back at the old car.  I recognize it as the one he had as far back as high school.  At more than twenty years old, it has seen a lot of miles on the engine and drivetrain.  “Damn old car.”

“We can give you a bit of a discount, I suppose, but not very much.  I could get it down to maybe fifteen hundred.”

“That’s still five hundred less,” Jake says while nodding his head.  “I would hate to lose the car, so I guess I can do it for that.”

“Alright, then.  We will need you to sign this revised estimate, then.”  I make the corrections quickly and then I initial where I have changed them.  As Jake signs off on the work, I nod my head at Kevin and give a quick wink.  He knows I have no problem with his work estimate.  However, Jake is an old friend and I want to do what I can to ease the cost for him.  

“So, how’s your old ball and chain?” Jake asks after passing the estimate sheet back to Kevin.

“She’s good,” I tell him.  “Demanding as ever, but really good.  Our wives should get together sometime and just have a nice time together.  I know Renee is often looking for friends to go out with to get away from me.”

Jake laughs.  “I’m sure Tina would love that.  We are moving back to Austin in October, so maybe then?  Of course, they will probably get together and revise our honey-do lists for us.”

I laugh.  “Mine is already long enough, buddy.  You need to tell Tina that she will have to keep any ideas to herself.  I still haven’t repaired the spare shower in our house yet.  That’s been out for nearly two years.”

“Geez, dude, you need to get on top of that.  Wives don’t like their husbands to be so lazy, you know.”

“Yeah, well, Renee and
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