
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
Relying on The Lord in the
Last Days

Sacrament Meeting talk by Ilyan Kei
Lavanway

Sunday, 22 February 2015

Victorias First Ward

Cadiz Philippines Stake

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints

 


Published by Ilyan Kei Lavanway at
Smashwords

 


This talk contains quotes from General
Authorities of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.

 


This talk is presented free in eBook format
for your convenience. This talk may be used, shared, re-posted,
printed, and distributed freely for the enjoyment and edification
of everyone.

 




Contents

 


Opening Remarks

Sustaining the Prophets

Continuing Revelation

Be Patient in Afflictions

Valiant in the Fight of Faith

Our Divine Eternal Birthright

The Key To Spiritual
Protection

Personal Testimony


 Opening Remarks

 


Mayong aga, Brothers and Sisters. I am
grateful to be baptized in The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. I am thankful for the privilege of
partaking of the sacrament. My talk today is about relying on the
Lord in the last days.


 Sustaining the Prophets

 


In his October
2014 General Conference address titled 
Sustaining the Prophets, Elder Russell
M. Nelson stated:

 


Open quote:

The Church today has been organized by the
Lord Himself. He has put in place a remarkable system of governance
that provides redundancy and backup. That system provides for
prophetic leadership even when the inevitable illnesses and
incapacities may come with advancing age. Counterbalances and
safeguards abound so that no one can ever lead the Church astray.
Senior leaders are constantly being tutored such that one day they
are ready to sit in the highest councils. They learn how to hear
the voice of the Lord through the whisperings of the Spirit.

 


While serving as First Counselor to President

Ezra Taft Benson, who was then nearing the end of his
mortal life, President 
Gordon B. Hinckley 
explained:

 


‘The principles and procedures which the Lord
has put in place for the governance of His church make provision
for any … circumstance. It is important … that there be no doubts
or concerns about the governance of the Church and the exercise of
the prophetic gifts, including the right to inspiration and
revelation in administering the affairs and programs of the Church,
when the President may be ill or is not able to function
fully.’

Close quote.


 Continuing Revelation

 


President Henry
B. Eyring, First Counselor to the Prophet,
stated in his October
2014 General Conference address titled 
Continuing Revelation:

 


Open quote:

We all know that human judgment and logical
thinking will not be enough to get answers to the questions that
matter most in life. We need revelation from God. And we will need
not just one revelation in a time of stress, but we need a
constantly renewed stream. We need not just one flash of light and
comfort, but we need the continuing blessing of communication with
God.

 


The very existence of the Church stems from a
young boy knowing that was true. Young Joseph
Smith knew that he could not of himself know which
church to join. So he asked of God, as the book of James
told him he could. God the Father and His Beloved Son appeared in a
grove of trees. They answered the question that was beyond Joseph’s
power to resolve.

 


Not only was he then called of God to
establish the true Church of Jesus Christ, but with it was restored
the power to invoke the 
Holy Ghost so that 
revelation from God could be continuous.

 


President 
Boyd K. Packer described that identifying mark of the
true Church 
this way: ‘Revelation continues in the Church: the
prophet receiving it for the Church; the president for his stake,
his mission, or his quorum; the bishop for his ward; the father for
his family; the individual for himself.’

Close quote.


 Be Patient in Afflictions

 


The four sons of Mosiah demonstrated profound
courage and faith as they chose to give up their rights as heirs to
the throne and instead go among a violent and bloodthirsty people,
the Lamanites, to bring the Gospel to them. In our day, that might
be similar to missionaries going into Muslim countries. Someday
that will happen, if it is not already happening.

 


No matter what walk of life we come from, or
where we find ourselves in the world, living the gospel and sharing
the gospel are expressions of great individual courage and faith
and love. The courage to resist a temptation and thus remain worthy
is an act of charity toward all whose lives we influence. The
choice to pray silently for the Lord’s help when we are filled with
anger or frustration is an act of self control that will bring
blessings and confidence and an outpouring of the Holy Ghost. The
determination to study the scriptures daily is an act of love for
the Lord and his work, and allows him to make us instruments in his
hands. And like a skilled craftsman takes special care of the
instruments of his labors, the Lord cares for and preserves us as
we are willing to be his instruments on the earth in these latter
days.

 


If you have difficulty reading, perhaps try
asking a friend or family member to read to you from the scriptures
each day.

 


While we face increasing perils both
spiritually and temporally in the last days, we can rest assured
that God will not forsake us, as long as we put our trust in him.
He will give us power to endure whatever we are called upon to
endure. In Alma
17:11, the Lord reassured the sons of Mosiah
with the following words, and he speaks the same assurance to us in
our day:

 


Open quote:

... Go forth among the Lamanites, thy
brethren, and establish my word; yet ye shall be patient in
long-suffering and afflictions, that ye may show forth good
examples unto them in me, and I will make an instrument of thee in
my hands unto the salvation of many souls.

Close Quote.

 


The calamities and upheavals and devastations
being unleashed upon the world are too many to list here. We cannot
allow ourselves to become discouraged and disheartened by what we
see and experience in times of tribulation. The Lord knows what we
face. He sent us to be born in these times because he has
confidence in our capacity to do what he wants us to do and to keep
the promises we made to him. The Lord placed us in the midst of
latter-day perils because he knows we are capable of 
remaining valiant and returning
home with honor.
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