

THE

ORIGINATION MAP



Where Scripture Comes From

★   ✦   ★

A Beyond Human Design Investigation

ABDUL ZAHIR SHEIKH

CFE · MBA · CPA(K) · CPS(K)

Nairobi · 2026




THE ORIGINATION MAP

Where Scripture Comes From



First Edition · 2026

Paperback (black & white) ISBN 978-9914-776-23-2

Hardcover (colour) ISBN 978-9914-776-22-5

eBook ISBN 978-9914-776-21-8

Copyright © 2026 Abdul Zahir Sheikh. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except for brief quotations in critical reviews and certain other non-commercial uses permitted by copyright law.

All diagrams, tables and figures were created by the author. Quranic translations are taken from published English translations, principally Sahih International, The Qur’an: English Meanings (Jeddah: Abul-Qasim Publishing House), and The Clear Quran, translated by Dr Mustafa Khattab, with minor adaptations of wording in places.



Published by Abdul Zahir Sheikh

Nairobi, Kenya · contact@abdulzahirsheikh.com

abdulzahirsheikh.com




★   ✦   ★

The Beyond Human Design Series

One investigation · one Author · many instruments

A note on editions. All paperback editions of the author’s books are printed in black and white. All hardcover editions are printed in colour.



The Four Volumes



VOLUME I   ·   The Quran’s Hidden Architecture

A Mathematical Case for the Quran’s Non-Human Authorship

Paperback 978-9914-776-01-0   Hardcover 978-9914-776-00-3   eBook 978-9914-776-02-7

VOLUME II   ·   The Googol Verdict

The Portrait of the Author, Drawn from the Evidence

Paperback 978-9914-776-04-1   Hardcover 978-9914-776-03-4   eBook 978-9914-776-05-8

VOLUME III   ·   The Creator’s Signature on the World He Made

The Forensic Case for the Creator

Paperback 978-9914-776-17-1   Hardcover 978-9914-776-13-3   eBook 978-9914-776-12-6

VOLUME IV   ·   Knowing the Creator

Who He Is, Why He Created, and What He Asks

Paperback 978-9914-776-14-0   Hardcover 978-9914-776-16-4   eBook 978-9914-776-15-7

★   ✦   ★

The Companion Investigations



The Just Law

A Thousand Years Early

How the Quran Reached a Justice the World
Would Not Reach for a Thousand Years

Paperback 978-9914-776-36-2   Hardcover 978-9914-776-38-6   eBook 978-9914-776-37-9

The Authentication Test

Scripture Under Examination

Seven Forensic Tests, and the One Text That Survives Them All

Paperback 978-9914-776-20-1   Hardcover 978-9914-776-19-5   eBook 978-9914-776-18-8

The Origination Map

Where Scripture Comes From   — the book in your hands

How the World’s Scriptures Claim Their Origins,
Each Tested on Its Own Terms

Paperback 978-9914-776-23-2   Hardcover 978-9914-776-22-5   eBook 978-9914-776-21-8

The Common Source

One Author, Three Books

Six Explanations for What the Torah, the Gospels and the Quran Share

Paperback 978-9914-776-26-3   Hardcover 978-9914-776-25-6   eBook 978-9914-776-24-9

The Crucifixion File

The Exception, Examined

Jesus, the Quran, and the Historical Record

Paperback 978-9914-776-27-0   Hardcover 978-9914-776-29-4   eBook 978-9914-776-28-7

★   ✦   ★

The Companion Investigations, continued



The Just Creator

Why Suffering?

Why a World of Suffering, and What Becomes of Every Soul

Paperback 978-9914-776-33-1   Hardcover 978-9914-776-35-5   eBook 978-9914-776-34-8

One Creator, One Humanity

The Ultimate Truth

Is There a Creator? Why Are We Here?
What Happens When We Die? How Should We Live?

Paperback 978-9914-776-30-0   Hardcover 978-9914-776-32-4   eBook 978-9914-776-31-7

The Absolute Benchmark

Prophet Muhammad ﷺ as Universal Exemplar

The Standard the Quran Sets, and What the Evidence Shows

Paperback 978-9914-776-39-3   Hardcover 978-9914-776-41-6   eBook 978-9914-776-40-9

The Zakat Theorem

Economics of Divine Design

A Seventh-Century Wealth System, Tested Against Modern Economics

Paperback 978-9914-776-09-6   Hardcover 978-9914-776-10-2   eBook 978-9914-776-11-9

The Network of Truth

The Mathematics of Hadith

Graph Theory, Social Network Analysis, and the
Mathematical Case for Hadith Authenticity

Paperback 978-9914-776-06-5   Hardcover 978-9914-776-08-9   eBook 978-9914-776-07-2

★   ✦   ★

The Companion Investigations, continued



The Sound Heart

The Believer’s Self-Audit

Thirty-Three Conditions of the Heart,
Each Traced Through the Conduct That Proves It

Paperback 978-9914-776-43-0   Hardcover 978-9914-776-42-3   eBook 978-9914-776-44-7

The Ramadan Experiment

What Thirty Days of Fasting Reveal About Human Behaviour

The Published Evidence on What Changes During Ramadan, in the Body, the Mind, Society and the Economy

Paperback 978-9914-776-56-0   Hardcover 978-9914-776-55-3   eBook 978-9914-776-54-6



Also by the Author



The Leadership Evidence Map

The Record Behind the Habit

Seven Pillars, Forty-Two Habits, the Conduct That Proves or Disproves Each One, and a 90-Day Plan to Close the Gap

Paperback 978-9914-776-46-1   Hardcover 978-9914-776-49-2   eBook 978-9914-776-45-4

Business Results at the Speed of AI

Prove It, Then Scale It

Seven Pillars, the Conduct That Proves Each One, and a 90-Day Plan to Turn Capability into Returns You Can Show the Board

Paperback 978-9914-776-48-5   Hardcover 978-9914-776-50-8   eBook 978-9914-776-47-8

The Incentive File

What Organisations Reward People For, and the Misconduct That Follows

Ten Case Files, a Five-Link Trace, and a Self-Audit Any Board Can Run on Its Own Pay Plans

Paperback 978-9914-776-52-2   Hardcover 978-9914-776-51-5   eBook 978-9914-776-53-9

The Board’s Evidence

What Directors Can Actually Know, and How to Test What They Are Told

Four Grades, Eleven Rules, a Thirty-Question Audit, and the Records That Show What a Board Was Actually Told

Paperback 978-9914-776-59-1   Hardcover 978-9914-776-58-4   eBook 978-9914-776-57-7

[image: QR code linking to abdulzahirsheikh.com/books]

abdulzahirsheikh.com/books

For the current list of the author’s books, corrections and news, scan the code or visit the address above.





For the scholar, the sceptic, the seeker, and the believer,

who are, more often than they know, the same person.

★   ✦   ★







★   ✦   ★



How the World’s Scriptures Claim Their Origins,
Each Tested on Its Own Terms








Contents


	A Note on Names and Honorifics

	Foreword

	Preface

	Not the Same Question Twice

	The Legend of the Map

	The Document and the Hand

	What the Text Knows,  and Where It Got It

	The Last Profile, and the Map

	The Origination Class

	The Composite Class

	The Authorless Class

	The Anthological Class

	The Teaching Class

	The Sage Class

	The Scorecard

	Rarity

	The Map and the Territory

	The Other Books in This Investigation

	A Note on Method and Sources

	Index of Scriptures Discussed

	Glossary of Key Terms

	Further Reading

	About the Author






A Note on Names and Honorifics

Transliteration. Arabic transliteration follows a simplified scholarly convention: long vowels are marked where the argument turns on them, and the letters ʿayn and hamza are written ʿ and ʾ.

The honorific. Muslims invoke the ṣalawāt — ṣallā Allāhu ʿalayhi wa sallam, “may Allah bless him and grant him peace” — on mentioning the Prophet Muhammad ﷺ, as the Quran commands at 33:56. Because the series tested, as a hypothesis, the sceptic’s proposal that he authored the Quran, and Volumes I to IV excluded it, the honorific is written where the author speaks in his own voice rather than at every mention, and is withheld inside any quotation the author may not alter. The ṣalawāt is affirmed upon every mention, printed or not.

“The Author”. This investigation asks who produced a document, so it uses the vocabulary of authorship. Where the series writes the Author, the Designer, the Engineer or the Maker, it describes an act; it does not coin a name for God. The names of Allah are tawqīfī, fixed by revelation. Every descriptor here is description (al-akhbār), not a name (al-asmāʾ), and each describes acts the Quran itself attributes to Him: al-Khāliq, al-Bāriʾ, al-Muṣawwir.




Foreword

A ḥāfiẓ spends his life inside one book. I learned the Quran by heart as a boy, I have recited it in the prayer for many years, and I have taught it to others. It would be natural for such a man to know little of the other scriptures of the world, and to care less. The Quran does not permit that indifference. It tells us that to every nation a messenger was sent (10:47), and that we were made peoples and tribes so that we might come to know one another (49:13). A believer who takes those verses seriously must take seriously the books that other peoples hold sacred.

This book does. It sorts the scriptures of the world not by the religions that revere them but by what each says about its own making, and it measures each only against its own claim. The Hebrew Bible and the Gospels, the Vedas and the Upanishads, the Guru Granth Sahib, the Buddhist sutras and the Jain Agamas, the Tao Te Ching and the Analects: each is met on its own ground and spared the tests its claim never invited. I am not a scholar of those traditions, and I do not sit in judgement on the author’s reading of them. That judgement belongs to their own scholars, whose work he cites throughout and whose conclusions he presses no further than they will bear.

What I can judge is the manner, and the manner is right. The Quran commands justice in speech even when it touches those close to us (6:152), and courtesy in every exchange with the People of the Book (29:46). This book mocks no scripture. Where it finds that a text describes its own making truly, it says so gladly, and the reader of every faith will find his own tradition treated as he would wish it to be treated.

When the inquiry reaches its one remarkable result, a single scripture that makes the boldest claim and passes every test set for it, the author does not overreach. He keeps a clear line between what this book’s own tests show and what the earlier volumes of Beyond Human Design established. Those volumes found that no human being could have written the Quran, and that its Author is the Creator of the heavens and the earth. This book reports their verdict, credits each part of it to the volume that reached it, and sets it beside its own finding. As a Muslim I have never doubted that verdict. But the author does not press it on anyone, and he is right not to, because the Quran itself compels no one: there is no compulsion in religion; the right way has become distinct from error (2:256). A conviction the reader reaches by his own honest weighing is the only kind worth having.

I have known the author for many years. He has spent his working life separating what is proven from what is only suspected, and he has not relaxed that habit because the subject is dear to him. He airs every alternative explanation, including the possibility that his own instrument is tilted, and he answers it in the open.

I commend this book to readers of every tradition and of none. The verdict belongs to the evidence, and the evidence is set out in full for every reader to weigh. What each reader does with it is his own choice, and guidance is from Allah alone. I ask Allah to make this work a means of understanding among His servants, and to reward its author for the care he has taken with it.

Sheikh Abdurrahman Ishaq

Qārī, Ḥāfiẓ and ʿĀlim of the Quran

Imam, Parklands Mosque · Nairobi, Kenya




Preface

This book follows The Authentication Test, and that book explains why this one exists. The Authentication Test set out seven forensic tests. They were tools borrowed from the examination of disputed documents and adapted for scripture, and that book applied them mainly to one text, the Quran. Its readers asked a fair question. If the tests are sound, what happens when they are turned on the other scriptures? Is the result unique to the Quran, or would any revered book pass the same tests? This book is the answer. It takes the same tests across the world’s major scriptures and reports, without favour, what they find.

I have spent some forty years as a forensic investigator, and the habits of that work are the habits of this book. An investigator starts with the claim to be tested, not with the answer he hopes for. He asks what evidence would confirm the claim or overturn it. He follows that evidence wherever it leads, even to conclusions he did not want. He distrusts his own preferences, because they are the most common source of error. And he is careful about the difference between what the evidence proves and what it only suggests, because in his trade that difference can ruin an innocent person. I have tried to bring these habits to a subject where they are rarely used.

I have written for four readers at once. The scholar wants rigour. The sceptic wants the alternatives taken seriously. The seeker wants an honest answer to a question that matters. The believer wants neither flattery nor condescension. These are not really four people. They are four moods of one person, who doubts on one day and hopes on another. I have tried to write nothing that any of the four could fairly call unfair to the others.

Two rules have governed every page. The first is to test each scripture only against the claim it makes about itself, and never to fault a text for failing to be something it never claimed to be. The second is to keep a clear line between what this book’s own tests show and what the wider investigation has established, and to credit every finding to the book that makes it.

The central question has already been answered. Volumes I to IV of Beyond Human Design established three findings, each beyond reasonable doubt. First, the Quran is not the work of any human being. Volume I measured its architecture and priced five counted witnesses together at 1 in 1075 on their most cautious readings, and Volume II reached the same verdict through twenty-two further witnesses, without a single calculation. Second, the Author these volumes describe matches, point by point, the Author the Quran describes: God, the Creator of all that exists. Third, Volume III called seventy witnesses across fourteen domains, and they show the text describing the created world as only its Maker could. Volume IV set out what that Author has said. This book carries that verdict forward and adds a finding of its own: of all the scriptures that claim to be God’s own words, only the Quran passes every test that claim invites.

What I leave to the reader is what the series leaves him. It is not whether there is a verdict, but what he will do with it. A conviction worth holding on a matter this grave must still be his own, reached by his own honest weighing. A belief adopted because an author insisted on it is borrowed, and borrowed beliefs do not hold. Everything the reader needs to weigh the evidence is set out in these pages.

A note on tone. I have written about traditions sacred to billions of living people, several of them not my own. I have tried to write about each as I would wish my own to be written about: critically where the claim invites it, always on the claim’s own terms, and never with contempt. Where I have examined a scripture closely, it is because its own claim asked for close examination. The same examination, turned on the most modest claims, found in them an honesty I had not expected, and I have tried to do it justice. I owe a great debt to the scholars of every tradition whose work I have drawn on. Where their conclusions bear on how a scripture came to be, I have tried to report them faithfully and to press them no further than they will bear.

— A. Z. S.

Nairobi




CHAPTER ONE

Not the Same Question Twice

Why each scripture must be tested against its own claim, and why that makes the comparison fair

The Authentication Test asked one question of one text. It asked whether a human being could have produced the Quran, and it answered with seven forensic tests and a verdict. That book had one subject, and it examined it thoroughly.

This book looks at all the world’s major scriptures. As soon as it does, a problem appears that must be settled before any test is run. The problem is not the strength of the tests. It is what they are measuring. The world’s scriptures do not all claim to have been written the same way. They do not even claim to have authors in the same sense. One says it is the dictated speech of God. Another says it has no author at all. A third says it is the remembered words of a wise man. A fourth is an anthology, gathered on purpose from many writers, and proud of it. To run the same test on all of them and read every result as an answer to the same question is not rigour. It is the same mistake made a dozen times and called a survey.

So this book must do something The Authentication Test never needed to do. Before it can test, it must sort. And before it can sort, it must show that sorting is not a way of avoiding a verdict. It is what makes a fair verdict possible. The point is simple, and easy to forget when one wants a clean result: a test is only fair if it fits the claim being tested.

A test must fit the claim it tests

Consider how a forensic examiner works. To test a signature for forgery, he asks whether the name was written by the hand it claims. He does not test a signature against a landscape painting, because the painting never claimed to be a signature. He tests an alibi against the time of the offence. He tests a banknote against the currency it imitates, not against a postage stamp. In every case the test is chosen to fit the claim. An examiner who chose the wrong test would not be praised for applying it firmly. He would be thought incompetent, and his conclusion would be worthless.

The seven tests at the heart of this inquiry were built for one kind of claim. That claim is that a fixed text is the exact speech of a single author who is more than human, delivered through a human messenger. The tests ask whether that messenger could have written it himself. This is exactly what the Quran claims: that it is the speech of God, conveyed without change through an unlettered man over about twenty-three years. The tests fit that claim the way a key fits one lock. The architecture test asks whether one unlettered man could have improvised a structure of that size and coherence over two decades of oral delivery. The fingerprint test asks whether a single human writing style can be found beneath the surface. The anachronism test asks whether the text knows only what its human author could have known in his time and place. The remaining tests ask what the text says about the natural world, whether it depends on earlier sources, and finally whether any human author could meet every requirement at once.

All of these tests assume the same situation: one author, claimed to be more than human, with one human suspect in view. Take that situation away and the tests do not just weaken. Several stop making sense. A fingerprint test needs a hand to look for. Run it on a text that claims a hundred authors, or none, and it has nothing to find. That is not a fault in the test. It is the test telling us, honestly, that it has been pointed at the wrong kind of text.

And the wrong kind of text is the usual case, not the exception. Most of the world’s great scriptures make a quite different claim about their origins from the one the Quran makes about its own.

What the scriptures claim about themselves

Begin with the oldest. Hindus hold the Vedas to be apauruṣeya, a Sanskrit word meaning “not from any person.” This is not a figure of speech. It is a doctrine argued and defended for centuries by the Mīmāṃsā school of Indian philosophy. On this view the Vedas have no author at all: not a human one, and, strictly, not even a divine one. They are eternal, uncreated sound. The ancient sages who first heard them did not compose them. They are called ṛṣis, “seers,” who perceived what was already there, and the texts are called śruti, “that which is heard.” To look for one author’s fingerprint in the Vedas is to look for something the tradition says is not there. Whatever the test finds, it has asked a question the Vedas refuse, on principle, to answer.

The Hebrew Bible and the Christian Gospels reverse the case, but the lesson is the same. The mainstream of each tradition does not claim that these books are the dictated words of one author. They are understood as the work of many human writers, prophets, historians, psalmists and gospel writers, inspired over many centuries and later gathered and edited into one collection. The traditions themselves count the books and name their authors. To announce that close analysis shows more than one writer is to accuse these books of exactly what they have always said about themselves. That is not a discovery. It is a statement of the obvious dressed up as a finding.

The Sikh scripture, the Gurū Granth Sāhib, makes the point a third way. It is a deliberately assembled anthology. It places the hymns of the Sikh Gurus beside verses by Hindu and Muslim saints from outside the Sikh faith, arranges them by musical mode, and is honoured as the living Guru itself. Chapter 2 describes how it was made. Here the presence of many voices, including borrowed ones, is not a weakness for a critic to expose. It is the design, stated openly and valued as what makes the book what it is. A test that treated those saints’ verses as evidence of fraud would expose nothing. It would simply have failed to read the title page.

The Buddhist sūtras traditionally open with three words: “thus have I heard.” The phrase is itself a modest claim about origin. It presents what follows as the remembered teaching of a human being who had become enlightened, the Buddha. That teaching was carried first by memory and group recitation, written down only generations later, and in the Mahāyāna tradition much enlarged. The Jain Āgamas, the teaching of Mahāvīra, came down the same way, through memory and community. Neither claims to be the fixed, dictated text of an author beyond the human. Both claim something humbler: the faithful passing-on of what a human teacher actually said. To ask whether one man could have written all of it alone, in one lifetime, misreads such a text completely. Nobody ever claimed that one man did.

Some scriptures do make a claim close to the Quran’s, and they belong in the same part of the map. That is exactly why the map needs parts. The Book of Mormon and the Book of Abraham, the writings of Baháʼuʼlláh, and, a little further off, the Gāthās of Zarathustra each present a text from a source beyond the human, delivered through one human messenger. Chapter 2 describes each. These are the texts the full set of tests was built to examine, and this book examines them with it, without holding back.

At the far end of the field are scriptures that claim no author beyond the human at all. The Tao Te Ching and the books gathered under the name of Confucius present themselves mainly as the wisdom of a human sage, written by the sage or by the students who remembered him. They claim nothing that a test for superhuman authorship could disprove, because they claim nothing superhuman in the first place. A test for a hidden divine author, run on a text that never claimed one, can give only one honest answer, however often it is run: not applicable. That answer is not a slight. It accurately describes a book that asked to be read as the work of a wise man, and nothing more.

So there are six different answers to a single question, and they differ in kind, not just in detail: no author at all; one divine author speaking through one human voice; many human authors writing under inspiration; a deliberately gathered collection of many voices; a community’s memory of one human teacher; and a wise man with the students who wrote him down. A reader who knows one of these from the inside may be surprised by how different the others are. That surprise is the map’s first use. It sets side by side claims that are usually met one at a time, each within its own tradition, and almost never compared, because comparison seemed impossible or impolite. Much of this book argues that it is neither. The comparison can be made, and making it carefully is not a discourtesy to faith. It is close to the only serious respect a claim about origins can be paid.

Whose account of the claim?

All of this depends on a prior question. When this book says a scripture “claims” something about its authorship, whose account of the claim is it using? The only defensible answer is each tradition’s own mainstream understanding: the account it gives its own followers when it teaches them. Not the account of a hostile critic writing from outside, and not a fringe view held by a small group. Where a tradition’s settled view is that its text is the dictated speech of God, the book tests that. Where the settled view is that the text is an inspired human work, the book tests that. The aim is to hold each scripture to the standard it sets for itself, and that means letting each tradition say first what its standard is.

This rule disciplines everything that follows. It forbids quietly strengthening or weakening a claim to get the result one wants. The claim tested is always the claim the tradition actually makes. It is never inflated into a claim of word-for-word dictation to make a modest text easier to fail. And it is never softened to spare a favoured text a hard examination. Whatever the claim is, the book applies only the tests that fit it.

The one mistake that would discredit everything

Set these scriptures side by side and one principle becomes clear. The field does not divide by religion. It divides by the kind of authorship each text claims. The tests must be matched to that claim. Otherwise the whole project makes the one mistake that would rightly discredit it: testing a text for a crime it never confessed to.

Everything that follows depends on this principle, so it helps to see what the mistake would look like. To run a single-author fingerprint test on the Vedas and report that they “fail” would be a failure of method, not a discovery. To fault the Gospels for having many authors is to fault them for telling the truth about themselves. To treat the Gurū Granth Sāhib’s borrowed verses as a sign of forgery is to miss that the borrowing is the openly stated purpose of the book. To ask whether one human could have produced the Tao Te Ching is to labour over a point its tradition happily concedes. None of this would be rigour. Each would be rigging, and a rigged comparison, however solemnly carried out, persuades no one who was not persuaded already.

Fitting the test is fair to every side

A careful reader will raise a sharper objection at once, and it deserves a straight answer. If each text is asked only about what its own tradition claims, has the contest not been fixed in the Quran’s favour from the start? The Quran is given the one hard test it was built to pass, and every other text is excused from it because the test “does not apply.” Is fitting the test to the claim just a polite name for stacking the deck?

It is not, for three reasons. First, fitting the test cuts both ways. Asking each text only about its own claim means the Quran, too, gets no credit for passing tests the others were never set. The comparison draws conclusions only where claims truly overlap. Where they do not, the honest entry is a blank, and a blank flatters no one. Second, “not applicable” is a description, not a favour. A scripture that presents itself as a gathered collection is not let off the single-author test out of kindness. It does not face that test, because it never made the claim the test examines. Recording that is not letting the text off. It is refusing to give it credit, or to count it against it, for a question it never faced.

The third reason turns the objection around. If fitting the test were just a way of sparing every text a hard examination, the map would be flat and uniform: the same blank in the same place for every scripture, and the contest dissolved into a polite truce. That is not what the map shows. It shows that a very few texts make the strong claim and can be put through the full set of tests, while most make claims of another kind. That imbalance is a fact about the world, not a product of the method. The real rigging would be the opposite: forcing every scripture through one test and naming a winner by a standard most of them never accepted. That would guarantee a result and earn no one’s trust. Fitting the test to the claim risks a harder and more honest result, that the texts are not all in the same contest, and then reports what it finds.

Fitting the test makes judgement possible

A second misreading runs the other way, and must be ruled out just as firmly. If each text is asked only what its own tradition claims, has the book given in to relativism: the comfortable view that every scripture is true on its own terms and no real comparison is possible? The reverse is true. Fitting the test to the claim does not dissolve judgement. It makes judgement possible. A verdict reached by holding a text to a standard it never accepted is worthless, because its defenders can rightly reply that it was measured with the wrong ruler. A verdict reached by holding a text to exactly the standard it set for itself cannot be brushed aside by any honest reader, inside the tradition or outside it. This book does reach verdicts. It earns the right to them by first getting the question right.

What this book does, and what the empty cells show

The plan of the inquiry follows from this. Before testing anything, the book builds a map. It sorts the world’s scriptures by the kind of authorship each claims, into a small number of classes, which the next chapter defines in each tradition’s own words. Then it uses the seven tests in one of three ways, and always says which. Where a scripture claims to be the exact words of God, all seven tests run in full, exactly as they ran on the Quran. Where a scripture makes a different claim that can still be tested, the tests are adapted to what the tradition actually claims. A chain-of-custody test built for a text passed down through one channel, for example, is refitted to an anthology, or to a line of oral teachers. And where a test assumes something a tradition never claimed, the book marks it plainly “not applicable,” and then treats that marking itself as evidence.

[image: Diagram. When; For example; Full; runs as on the benchmark; Where a scripture makes the verbatim-origination claim; The Book of Mormon: every test applies in full; Adapts; re-aimed at the claim’s target; Where a scripture makes a different but still testable claim; The Buddhist sūtras: the architecture test asks whether the canon’s growth bears the marks of faithful transmission or of free invention; Not applicable; the claim gives it nothing to grip; Where a test presupposes something the tradition never asserted; The Vedas: the fingerprint test does not apply, for no author is claimed; Each “not applicable” is marked, without apology, and read as evidence.; When; For example; Full; runs as on the benchmark; Where a scripture makes the verbatim-origination claim; The Book of Mormon: every test applies in full; Adapts; re-aimed at the claim’s target; Where a scripture makes a different but still testable claim; The Buddhist sūtras: the architecture test asks whether the canon’s growth bears the marks of faithful transmission or of free invention; Not applicable; the claim gives it nothing to grip; Where a test presupposes something the tradition never asserted; The Vedas: the fingerprint test does not apply, for no author is claimed; Each “not applicable” is marked, without apology, and read as evidence.]Figure 1. One instrument, three dispositions: what the battery does with each kind of claim.
An example makes the three uses concrete. For the Buddhist sūtras, the architecture test does not ask whether one mind could have built the whole canon, because the tradition never said one mind did. It adapts, and asks instead whether the canon’s growth over centuries shows the marks of faithful transmission or of free invention. For the Vedas, the fingerprint test does not adapt at all. It simply does not apply, because a search for one author’s hand means nothing where no author is claimed. The book records that and moves on. For the Book of Mormon, every test applies in full, because it makes the full claim. One set of tests is used in three honest ways, and in every case the reader can see which way is in use, and why.

The marking counts as evidence because it is evidence, perhaps the most important the book has to offer. The empty cells in the finished map are not gaps in the inquiry. They are among its main results. When test after test comes back “not applicable” across most of the world’s scriptures, the pattern shows something no single tradition can see from inside: the Quran’s claim is rare. That claim is a fixed text, word for word, from a single author beyond the human, through one human messenger, open to inspection. Very few of the world’s sacred books even attempt it. Fewer still could be put through the full set of tests at all. That rarity is the finding this book exists to bring out, and it puts the verdict of The Authentication Test in a new light. It is one thing for a text to pass a hard examination. It is another, and more striking, to see how few texts in the history of religion ever claimed enough to face that examination at all.

Be clear about what this does and does not mean. The rarity of a claim does not, by itself, prove the claim true. A thing can be rare and false. But rarity changes what passing the tests means. When The Authentication Test found that the Quran withstood all seven tests, a natural suspicion was that any much-revered text might have done the same, and that the tests were simply easy. The map answers that suspicion from an unexpected direction. Most revered texts never face the tests at all, because they make no claim the tests could examine. The Quran is unusual twice over. It is unusual in claiming as much as it does, and unusual again in still standing when that claim is tested. The first is what this book maps. The second is what The Authentication Test established. Read together, they say something neither says alone. And read beside the three volumes of Beyond Human Design, they become part of a larger verdict, which Chapter 13 sets out.

✦

That is the map this book sets out to draw. This chapter has argued only that we need one, and that drawing it fairly is harder, and more revealing, than it first appears. The next chapter begins the map with its key: what each kind of claim is.

The chapters that follow go through the map class by class, with the same care, and the same refusal to flatter or belittle any tradition, that the whole series has tried to keep. The reader will meet some scriptures already examined in The Authentication Test, summarised here with cross-references rather than argued again, and others examined here for the first time. The aim is not to crown a winner among the religions, or to stage a contest with the result decided in advance. It is to record, as accurately as the evidence allows, what the world’s scriptures say about where they came from, and what is left standing when each is asked, fairly and on its own terms, the one question a forensic examiner is entitled to put. Not whether a text is beautiful. Not whether it is loved. Not, by these tests alone, whether it is true. Only this: on its own account of itself, could a human being have produced it? That is the question this book is built to ask. The question that follows from the answer, whose word the text then is, is the one the series answers, and the last chapters of this book carry that answer forward.




CHAPTER TWO

The Legend of the Map

The six kinds of authorship the world’s scriptures claim, and the one boundary where the tests stop

Every map needs a key: the box in the corner that says what a blue line means, how a marsh is marked, and where one kind of country gives way to another. The previous chapter argued that the world’s scriptures must be sorted by the kind of authorship each claims before any of them can be fairly tested. This chapter draws the key. It sets out the six kinds of claim the field contains and defines each one. Each definition rests on what the tradition says of its own scripture from within, not on what a sceptic might say from outside. Then the chapter marks the boundary: the point beyond which the tests do not reach at all.

This sorting is by claim, and by claim alone. It is not a ranking by age. A scripture composed in the last two centuries and one carried orally for three thousand years can share a class, if they claim the same kind of author. Nor is it a ranking by size, beauty or number of followers. Above all, it is not a ranking by truth. Nothing in this chapter decides whether any claim is correct, only what each claim is. Two scriptures a believer would never place together may share a class here, because they describe their origin the same way. Two that sit side by side within one religion may fall into different classes, as the Vedas and the Bhagavad Gītā will within Hinduism. The classes are not verdicts. They are the key that makes a verdict possible.

Throughout, the account of each claim is the tradition’s own mainstream account of itself: the description it gives its own followers when it teaches them, not a hostile reconstruction and not a fringe view. With that settled, here is the field, from the boldest claim of authorship to the most modest, and then the boundary beyond the last of them.

Grounding each claim in the tradition’s own account is a rule, stated in advance and kept, not just a courtesy. Where a tradition’s understanding of itself is plain, the book takes it as given rather than second-guessing it from outside. Where a tradition is itself divided about what its scripture is, as the Jain orders are about whether their canon survived, the book reports the division rather than settling it to suit a result. So the key that follows is not one author’s scheme imposed on the religions. As nearly as careful reading allows, it is the religions’ own account of themselves, gathered in one place so that, for once, it can be seen whole.

Why six classes, and not three or twenty? Each class is defined by two things together: who or what the tradition says stands behind the words, and how the words are said to have reached the page. Change either and the claim

[image: Diagram. From the boldest claim of authorship …; 1; The Origination Class; A single voice from beyond; The Qur’an; the Book of Mormon, the Book of Abraham, the writings of Baháʼuʼlláh, the Gāthās of Zarathustra; 2; The Composite Class; Many hands, one inspiration; The Hebrew Bible; the Gospels and the New Testament; 3; The Authorless Class; No author at all; The Vedas and Upaniṣads; the Bhagavad Gītā as a hybrid; 4; The Anthological Class; A canon assembled on purpose; The Gurū Granth Sāhib; 5; The Teaching Class; The memory of a teacher; The Buddhist sūtras; the Jain Āgamas; 6; The Sage Class; A wise man and no more; The Tao Te Ching; the Confucian Analects; … to the most human; The boundary: where the instrument stops; No claim of revealed or authored scripture: the Shinto texts; many oral and indigenous traditions. Not a seventh answer, but the absence of one.; The spectrum sorts by what is asserted, never by what is so.; From the boldest claim of authorship …; 1; The Origination Class; A single voice from beyond; The Qur’an; the Book of Mormon, the Book of Abraham, the writings of Baháʼuʼlláh, the Gāthās of Zarathustra; 2; The Composite Class; Many hands, one inspiration; The Hebrew Bible; the Gospels and the New Testament; 3; The Authorless Class; No author at all; The Vedas and Upaniṣads; the Bhagavad Gītā as a hybrid; 4; The Anthological Class; A canon assembled on purpose; The Gurū Granth Sāhib; 5; The Teaching Class; The memory of a teacher; The Buddhist sūtras; the …]Figure 2. The legend of the map: six kinds of claim, ranged from the most exalted claim of authorship to the most human, and the boundary beyond them.
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The sixth claim: a wise man and no more
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