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Dedication


To all those who have found their better half in life. I hope Michael and Janette will help you remember all of your good times. Sit back and get ready for some laughs and common sense to be brought to the forefront of your minds.
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Prelude


As we’ve come to learn in the last two books Janette and Michael have totally different views on things. They are the definition of opposites attract and after 13 years of marriage they somehow make it work. Let's see how they view marriage at this time in their lives.  
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1

My dreams of Marriage
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Growing up seeing my parents enjoy being in each other's company was the most beautiful sight to me. The way my dad would hold my mother’s hand in the car or walk anywhere we went as a family not only made mom smile but me as well. It made me believe in the idea of marriage and a family of my own. You know the fairy tale that every little girl dreams of after seeing a Disney movie. But this was a real life fairy tale I was watching take place in my home growing up.  I still remember going to my grandparents home in the summer watching how my papa doted on my grandma. 

I wanted that so badly for myself everyday that I went to school. I was looking at every boy at school hoping that one day someone would ask me to be his wife. As you already know Roger sold me all of those pipe dreams of a future with him raising a family. Even my journey through the dating game was filled with the idea that any one of those men could be the one for me. The bad part for me that put a sour taste in my mouth was all the lies from the men that I met online. Since one of the men was already married and another was pretty much married to his baby mama and his kids. 

The rest of the guys I met were pretty much married to their mothers and expected me to be another mom to them. That type of man just ruined my dreams of being a wife because I didn’t think I was worthy of love anymore. All of the guys that have crossed paths with me were already living the dream that I hoped for. The question was where was the person I was supposed to live those dreams with. I did want a big family but I’m happy with just having my one child. 

Even during my years of addiction the males around me weren’t the image of what a husband would or should be. But I still had hope that I would find the right man for me someday. Watching my son grow up made the image of the type of man I dreamed of my whole life crystal clear. For my son to have been raised without a father he has made me proud as a mother. Just when I was giving up on finding true love I sat back and watched how my son treated my daughter-in-law. Even seeing how their friends interacted as couples rekindled the idea of marriage in my heart. 

We’ll talk more about this later in other chapters but when I saw Michael’s profile on Bumble I felt the belief in the dream. The dream of a happy marriage and someone that Zeek would share a connection with as well. I’m not just talking about the fact that they’re both officers of the law. I’m talking about that love at first sight when Michael came to pick me up. The whole night I hoped nobody saw me staring at him every time he spoke.  Finally the image of the guy of my dreams is in the flesh.  I’m going to rest for a while so go talk to my hubby and hear his views. But I promise you I won’t agree with most of the things he has to say to y’all.
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Early View of Marriage
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JUST LIKE MY WIFE I witnessed the best visual of love in the form of my parents marriage. The way my dad would sit and listen to my mother as she talked about her day. Or the way my mother would flirt with dad hoping that I wasn’t paying attention. Of course I was paying attention the whole time so I could learn about interacting with women. I also got to see why my dad was always smiling when she walked into the room. Just seeing those two in any setting together opened my heart to the idea of being with someone for the rest of my life.

Asi told you guys in The Dating Games, I didn't find anything appealing about the women who were interested in me. None of those women gave me the same connection I saw in my parents' relationship. After school I’d spend my spare time wondering why I couldn’t find the type of love my parents had. When I got into high school I sat with my dad to ask him what qualities attracted him to mom. He told me a list of qualities that my mom had which we both loved about her. 


●  Personality

●  Sense of humor

●  Intelligent

●  Career driven

●  Family oriented 

●  Faithful

●  Loyal


All of these qualities sat in the back of my mind as I went through the teen and adult years of dating. Some of the ladies possess a couple of these qualities. The others just didn’t even stand a chance with any man of my caliber. A big lesson I took from my parents’ marriage was to have standards for the type of company I keep. I was beginning to think that my ideal lady didn’t exist until I matched with my wife. That’s when I had to question my sanity but God said Janette was the one and I agreed. 

Now for the remainder of this story I’ll give you guys the inside scoop of what it’s like to be married to Janette. I know you’ll continue to think that I’m crazy staying married to her for this long. But I’ll explain all the answers to your question as we go through the next couple of chapters. Trust me it will be eye opening to see what a marriage to Janette Marie Jackson-Byrd is like on a daily basis. Maybe you guys out there will be able to reevaluate your own standards for your ideal mate. Hopefully Janette and I can lead you readers toward your soulmate and a happy marriage.

Within further ado let’s get into our views on parts of a marriage that we see differently. The first thing is Communication which as you guys know my lady isn’t very good at that. I’ll explain how I deal with her even though she may not agree with anything I have to say to you readers. 
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Communication Skills
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SO AS YOU ALL KNOW I’m not good at talking to people about what’s going on with me. And I go from 0-100 in no time flat when I feel disrespected by anyone. At first I thought my son was out of his mind to have family therapy at the house with Dr. Matthews. But I really thought he was crazy to say that we needed to have marriage counseling. I’ve never felt that anyone would care what I thought after the years of being slapped around by Roger and his friends. I chose to just act out in public to hide my trauma from Michael for fear that he’d be just like Roger or even leave me if he ever heard my story,

I know that Dr.Matthews was ready to commit me to the asylum after the way I acted in those sessions for a whole year.

To see how attentive Mike was with me in therapy made me relax to the idea that we really needed this. The way the Doctor held my hand as a friend guiding me through the process made it easy. I’ve spent so many years thinking that Michael would leave if I told him the story behind how I act all the time. Yet: in the end opening up brought us so much closer and made our marriage last. My whole life  I was consumed with fear of talking to people about my feelings because of Roger. Now that I ‘ve started to open up to others I feel safer, especially around my husband. 

The moment he told me that all he wanted was to know the cause of my defensive actions, I just broke down. I never knew that all I needed to do was talk to someone. Telling my backstory and hearing Mike’s changed the foundation of our marriage. There was always an attraction between the two of us but speaking openly about the baggage I’ve been carrying around for years was refreshing. So I guess I had forgotten all the times I’d see my parents just sit and talk about things at night when I should’ve been in bed for the night.

I’m starting to get emotional just thinking of my parents and all the time I lost by not listening to them. One thing that cheers me up is seeing the relationship between my son and my daughter-in-law. It was clear to me after hanging around them, that I should model my relationship with Mike after the one they have. We’ll see if I can live up to it as we continue on in this story.  I can promise you that my line of communication will be loud and proud throughout.
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