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​1. Foreword
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Terrorism, State Terrorism, Assassination And Violent Protest: Deadly Strategies Of Tyranny? Different Levels Of Deadliness?

What are terrorism and state terrorism?

How different are terrorism, state terrorism, state assassinations, and violent protests?

Why is the modern world so beset by terrorism and violent protests?

What are the root causes of the many terrorist attacks around the world?
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​2. Al Qaeda Attacks
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Al Qaeda, an Islamic terrorist group, originally set up in 1988 to fight the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, evolved to become a pan-Islamic world campaign to fight the presence of all foreign troops stationed in the Middle East and Africa, notably American troops. 

It has been planning and conducting terrorist attacks on US assets since 1989.

Two major attacks by Al Qaeda on US assets prior to the horrific 9/11 terrorist attack on the USA were the following:

1998 US embassies Kenya and Tanzania truck bombings that killed 224, including 12 Americans.

2000 suicide bombing os USS Cole, an US guided missile destroyer warship, at Yemen's Aden ship repairing harbor, that killed 17 US Navy sailors.
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​3. The 9/11 Terrorist Attack
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The 9/11 terrorist attack in 2001 on the New York city World Trade Center that killed 3,000 people must rank as the worst terrorism that the world has ever seen.

9/11 resulted from a combination of multiple geopolitical factors. In the preceding decades, radical Islamic extremism was boosted by the success of the Iranian Revolution, the failed Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, and the assassination of the Egyptian president.

That extremism quickly became a virulent anti-US terrorist movement because of the US's prominent support of Israel and the various repressive Arab regimes.

Against this background, Islamist group Al Qaeda planned and carried out the horrendous 9/11 attack on the USA in 2001.

USA's response to 9/11 was a full-scale invasion of Afghanistan, which it accused of harbouring Al Qaeda responsible for the 9/11 terrorist attack.

This unwise and unnecessary war waged by the US against Afghanistan was to last for more than 20 years at a tremendous cost to the USA and its allies.

Indeed, the US government spent about US$2.3 trillion prosecuting this terrible war, which killed 2,324 US military personnel, 3,917 US contractors and 1,144 allied troops, in addition to almost 200,000 Afghan deaths.

All this terrible cost seems to be in vain as the war eventually ended with the victory of the radical Islamist Taliban which gained complete control of Afghanistan from 2024.

This grave mistake of US's excessive response to 9/11 as well as president Bush's other illegal and disastrous Iraq war from 2003 have exposed the myth of the invincibility of the military power and the hegemony of the USA and emboldened Islamic extremists all over the world. It has also deepened the dangerous political polarization within the USA.

So, instead of nipping terrorism in the bud, US's aggressive foreign policies as pursued by Bush against his seemingly implacable enemy of terrorism had plunged the world into deep disarray.

There is little doubt that this was the watershed moment of global terrorism.
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​4. US Domestic Terrorism
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Before all the fallout from the notorious 9/11 in the USA, terrorism really started in the USA during the American civil war and its aftermath involving mainly the infamous Ku Klux Klan (KKK).

During the American Civil War of 1861-1864, pro-Confederate Bushwhackers and pro-Union Jayhawkers in Missouri and Kansas respectively engaged in cross border raids, committed acts of violence against civilians and soldiers, stole goods and burned down farms.

Since the end of the Civil War, organized groups or lone wolf white supremacists have committed many acts of domestic terrorism against African-Americans. This form of terrorism has consisted of lynchings, hate crimes, shootings, bombings and other acts of violence.

Such acts of violence overwhelmingly occurred in the Southern USA, and included acts of violence which were committed by the Ku Klux Klan.

And there was president Lincoln's assassination in 1865 by a white extremist.

White supremacist terrorist incidents included the Wilmington, North Carolina, insurrection of 1898 that killed hundreds of blacks; the Tulsa, Oklahoma, race massacre of 800 blacks in 1921; and the Rosewood, Florida, massacre of an estimated 100 blacks in 1923.

Some of the more recent significant terrorism events in USA were as follows:

1993 Waco cult Texas siege killed 86, by ATF and FBI.

1995 Oklahoma city bombing killed 168, carried out by McVeigh, Gulf war veteran, white supremacist, and an anti-US government dissident, to avenge Waco and other such events.

2009 A radicalized Muslim US army psychiatrist killed 13 colleagues in Fort Hood, Texas.

2013 Boston marathon bombing by Islamists killed 6.

2015 San Bernardino attack by an Islamist couple killed14.

2016 Orlando gay nightclub shooting by an Islamist killed 49.

2016-2024 School gun shooting violence from 2016 numbered about 50 cases per year, resulting in more than 520 deaths.

2025 New Orleans truck ramming and shooting killed 15, by ISIS-inspired Islamists

Since 911, white supremacist extremist groups were responsible for 73% of terrorist attacks while radical Islamist extremists were responsible for 27%. But, surprisingly, the total number of deaths caused by each group was about the same at about 80.
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​5. Political Assassinations
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Political violence has been an egregious tradition in the USA with multiple assassination and attempted assassinations of US presidents over the years.

This started with the assassination of president Lincoln in 1865, to the assassination of president Kennedy and his brother, the unsuccessful assassination of president Roosevelt, Reagan, and lately, the two assassination attempts on presidential candidate Trump in 2024.

In total, US presidents assassinated were Lincoln (1865), Garfield (1881), McKinley (1901), Kennedy (1963). And presidents shot, but survived were T. Roosevelt (1912), Reagan (1981), Trump (2024). President unharmed, but others killed/injured: F. D. Roosevelt (1933), Truman (1950), Ford (second attempt) (1975).

Between 2004 and 2020, US had conducted more than 10,000 killer drone strikes against Afghanistan, Somalia, Pakistan, and Yemen to assassinate Islamic militant leaders. These were conducted by the unmanned robotic killer drones controlled remotely from afar known as Predators and Reapers. Apart from killing over 5,000 militants, they had also killed more than 1,000 civilians, including 300 children. This was really the beginning of the era of robotic warfare. 

If this was not death raining from the sky by remote control and by robots in a futuristic type of war waged by lethal machines, what is?

In 2020, president Trump ordered the assassination of Iranian army general Soleimani by an American drone strike at the Baghdad International Airport in Iraq. Soleimani was targeted and killed because he was said to be actively planning terrorist attacks on US assets, and was the commander of the Quds Force, one of five branches of Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), which is designated as a terrorist organization by both the US and European Parliament. No wonder Trump fears assassination by Iranian agents and has instructed his staff to "obliterate" Iran should that happen.
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​6. Iraq War Aftermath and ISIS
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One of the greatest driving forces for terrorism in the modern world was the illegal US war on Saddam Hussein's Iraq in 2003, ostensibly to remove Iraq's weapons of mass destruction.

In the aftermath of that war, with the destruction and complete disbanding of the Iraqi army and the resulting power vacuum created by the USA, a particularly brutal extremist Islamic group arose. ThIs group was to become the notorious Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant Syria (IS, ISIL or ISIS) that carried out multiple terrorist attacks throughout the region.

In early June 2014, following further large-scale offensives in Iraq, ISIL and their allies seized control of Mosul, the second most populous city in Iraq, the nearby town of Tal Afar and most of the surrounding Nineveh Governorate. It then went on to capture Baghdad.

At its peak, the brutal ISIS caliphate spans over most of Iraq and Syria. It also spawned multiple affiliates in Africa and Asia, drawing many young Muslims to join the war in the Middle East against the USA and its allies.

In 2014, ISIS terrorist attack at camp Speicher killed over 1,000 people. Also, the Kobani Syria attack killed 223.

2015 Metrojet bombing in Sinai Egypt killed 224.

2016 ISIS Sharaban attack in Iraq killed 132.

2016 Baghdad ISIS attack killed 100, and another Baghdad attack killed 347.

2016 Jableh Tartus attack killed 184.

2017 Sinai attack killed 311.

Finally, in 2019, after many years of brutal wars and terrorism, ISIS' notorious leader Baghdadi killed himself when US troops closed in on him in his hideout in Syria's Idlib.

However, the
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