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THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE…

ALSO KNOWN AS
Dean Martin, born Dino Crocetti, boxed under the name Kid Crochet as a teenager.
The film version of Oliver Twist had its name changed to Lost Child in Foggy City when it was shown in China.

Tennessee Williams’s real name was Thomas Lanier Williams.
The Marx Brothers started their show-business career as the Six Mascots, featuring brothers Leonard; Adolph; Julius; Milton; their mother, Minnie; and their aunt Hannah. Later the brothers changed their names to Chico, Harpo, Groucho, and Gummo, respectively.

Samuel Goldwyn’s real name was Samuel Goldfish.
Before he became a comedian Bob Hope was a boxer known as Packy East.

The first name of TV detective Lieutenant Columbo was Phillip.
W. C. Fields’s full name was William Claude Dukenfield.

In Arsenic and Old Lace starring Cary Grant, a tomb-stone shown in the film is inscribed with Grant’s real name, Archibald Leach.
When Katherine Hepburn was a child she shaved her head, wore trousers, and called herself “Jimmy” because she so wanted to be a boy.

Boris Karloff’s real name was William Henry Pratt, and he was educated at Dulwich College, England.
Richard Gere’s middle name is Tiffany.

Simon Templar was dubbed “the Saint” because of his initials “S.T.”
When Bugs Bunny made his first appearance in 1935 he was called Happy Rabbit.

The Flintstones lawyer who never lost a case was called Perry Masonry.
The original title of the television series Charlie’s Angels was The Alley Cats.

Leonard Skinner was the name of the gym teacher of the boys who went on to form Lynyrd Skynyrd. He once told them: “You boys will never amount to nothing” The band’s front man, Ronnie Van Zant, decided to adopt the name but change the spelling, as a joke on his former teacher.
When Tom and Jerry made their debut in the 1940 cartoon Puss Gets the Boot, Tom was called Jasper and Jerry didn’t have a name at all.

The captain of the USS Enterprise in Star Trek, before James T. Kirk ever came on board, was Captain Christopher Pike. In the original draft for Star Trek, the name of the USS Enterprise was the USS Yorktowne.
The full name of the Fonz, played by Henry Winkler in the TV series Happy Days, was Arthur Herbert Fonzarelli.

Singer Bob Dylan appeared in the 1973 film Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid as the character Alias. Dylan’s real name is Robert Zimmerman.
Indiana Jones’s first name was Henry.

Rita Hayworth’s real name was Margarita Cansino.
Woody Allen’s legal name is Heywood Allen, but his real name was originally Allen Stewart Konigsberg.

Arnold Schwarzenegger made his screen debut as Arnold Strong in the 1970 Italian TV film Hercules in New York.
The roaring lion in the MGM logo was named Volney and lived at the Memphis Zoo.

John Wayne began his film career in a series of Westerns as Singin’ Sam, the silver screen’s first singing cowboy. Unfortunately, he couldn’t make records because his singing voice and guitar playing were both dubbed.
Elton John’s real name is Reginald Dwight. “Elton” came from Elton Dean, a Bluesology sax player, and “John” came from Long John Baldry, founder of Blues Inc.

Hulk Hogan’s real name is Terry Bolle.
Colonel Sherman Potter’s horse in the TV series M*A*S*H was named Sophie.

Bert’s goldfish in the TV series Sesame Street were named Lyle and Talbot, after the actor Lyle Talbot.
Ian Anderson, not Jethro Tull, is the name of the rock singer responsible for such songs as “Aqualung” and “Thick as a Brick.” Jethro Tull is the name of the band. And the original Jethro Tull was an English horticulturist who invented the seed drill.

ALMOST KNOWN AS…
Oprah Winfrey’s first name should have been the biblical name Orpah, from the Book of Ruth, except the midwife made a mistake in spelling it when she filled out the birth certificate.

MISSED OPPORTUNITIES
Despite being offered four million dollars each, Paul Newman, Robert Redford, and Steve McQueen all turned down the role of Superman. It eventually went to Christopher Reeve who was paid $250,000.
Gary Cooper believed Gone With the Wind would be “the biggest flop in Hollywood’s history,” and turned down the leading role as Rhett Butler.

Bing Crosby turned down the role of Columbo in the eponymous TV detective series before Peter Falk was offered the part.
The role that made Peter O’Toole a star, Lawrence of Arabia, had been turned down by Marlon Brando and Albert Finney.

Peter Ustinov was signed for the part of Inspector Jacques Clousseau but pulled out at the last minute, opening the way for Peter Sellers to play the part.
Doris Day turned down the role of Mrs. Robinson in The Graduate in 1967 because she said she could not picture herself making love on a film set. Anne Bancroft was given the role and was hugely successful.

Spencer Tracy said he would only take the part of the Penguin in the Batman TV series if he was allowed to kill Batman.
After turning down the role of Marshall Matt Dylan in the TV show Gunsmoke, John Wayne recommended his good friend James Arness for the part. It made him famous.

Charles Bronson and James Coburn both turned down the part of the “Man with No Name” in the spaghetti Western A Fistful of Dollars before Clint Eastwood was signed for the role.
Lucille Ball was thrown out of the New York Robert Minton–John Murray Anderson School of Drama at the age of fifteen because her instructor thought she was “too quiet and shy.”

ODD JOBS
Maisie Wilmar-Brown, the wardrobe mistress for the Agatha Christie play The Mousetrap, ironed more than thirty-six miles of shirts in the years between 1952 until her death in 1973.
Errol Flynn once won thirty thousand dollars answering questions on sailing on the 1950s television quiz show The Big Surprise.

As a young actor James Dean earned money for food by testing stunts for the TV show Beat the Clock.
Sylvester Stallone used to sweep the lion cages in New York City’s Central Park Zoo to pay his way while trying to break into acting.

Alan Ladd had a hot-dog stall known as “Tiny’s”—he was only five feet, six inches tall—before breaking into films.
Margaret Hamilton, the Wicked Witch of the West in The Wizard of Oz, was once a kindergarten teacher.

Sean Connery once worked as a coffin polisher.
BIG BREAKS
Shirley Temple was only three years old when she appeared in her first film, crime drama The Red-Haired Alibi.
Goldie Hawn’s career as an actress-comedienne was launched after being spotted as a dancer in the chorus line on The Andy Griffith Show in 1966.

Anthony Quinn got his first film part in the 1937 film The Plainsman by pretending to be a Cheyenne Indian.
Margaret Rutherford’s stage debut at the age of thirty-three was as a long-nosed fairy in a pantomime called Little Jack Horner.

Actor David Niven made his screen debut as a Mexican, wearing a blanket, in the very first Hopalong Cassidy movie.
James Stewart played the accordion in a tearoom before being offered his first part in a Broadway play. He showed off his little-known skill in the 1955 film The Man from Laramie.

When Otto Preminger hired Kim Novak from Columbia Pictures for a hundred thousand dollars to use her in his film The Man with the Golden Arm, she was still only paid a hundred dollars a week.
In 1976 Sarah Caldwell became the first woman to conduct the Metropolitan Opera in New York City.

Pia Zadora’s first movie role was as a young child protagonist in Santa Claus Conquers the Martians.
In her first television appearance in 1954, Lauren Bacall recited the poem “Casey at the Bat.”

After Harrison Ford’s brief 1966 appearance as a bellboy in Dead Heat on a Merry-Go-Round he was told, “Kid, you ain’t got it.”
Boris Karloff’s first film role was as a five-dollar-a-day extra (a Mexican soldier) in a 1919 nonhorror silent movie His Majesty the American.

Actors Studio legend Lee Strasberg said that the two students of his who stood out from the rest were Marilyn Monroe and Marlon Brando.
The man who became president of Kenya, Jomo Kenyatta, played a tribal chief in the 1935 British film Sanders of the River.

HEARD BUT NOT SEEN
When a scene featuring Laurence Olivier was restored for the 1991 rerelease of the 1960 film Spartacus, Olivier was already dead. His voice was dubbed by Anthony Hopkins.
Johnny Mathis dubbed Miss Piggy’s singing voice in The Muppet Movie.

The longest list of film credits on record before The Matrix Reloaded was for the 1988 film Who Framed Roger Rabbit? There were 763 names. It might have been 764 but Kathleen Turner, who dubbed the voice of Jessica Rabbit, asked not to be included in the credits.
Mel Blanc, the voice of Bugs Bunny, was allergic to carrots.

Debra Winger was the voice of E.T.
CARTOON CORNUCOPIA
The Bugs Bunny prototype first appeared in the cartoon Porky’s Hair Hunt in 1938.
Artists had to draw 6,469,952 spots for the 1961 Walt Disney animated film One Hundred and One Dalmatians.
All of the characters in The Flintstones had four fingers on each hand and three toes on each foot.

CELEBRITY RELATIONS
Debbie Reynolds’s daughter, Carrie Fisher, once said, “I always wanted to do what my mother did. Get all dressed up—shoot people—fall in the mud. I never considered doing anything else.”
In pop royalty, the Queen of Blues is Dinah Washington, the Queen of Soul is Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Disco is Donna Summer, the King of Swing is Benny Goodman, the King of the Cowboys is Roy Rogers, and the King is Elvis Presley.

Burt Reynolds now lives in what was once the Florida holiday home of Chicago gangster Al Capone.
The actor who played the T-1000 in Terminator 2, Robert Patrick, is the brother of the lead singer of Filter.

Marlon Brando, Mel Gibson, Clark Gable, and Errol Flynn have all played Fletcher Christian in Mutiny on the Bounty.
Howard Taylor (brother of Elizabeth) was so determined not to take a screen test arranged by his pushy, stage-struck mother that he shaved his head the night before the test.

When President Ronald Reagan began using the term Star Wars to describe his computer-controlled space-defense system, George Lucas launched a lawsuit against
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