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Vacation Time is dedicated to

the third-grade class at Bush School

and especially my friend Stephen
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Vacation Time





What should I write

a poem about

I asked my eight year old son

“Something good” he said to me

“Something that would be fun”




I tried to think

what fun could mean

to me feeling old and wry

All the bills paid and a broken spade

in the middle of July

“All the bills paid and a broken spade

in the middle of July!”

Incredulously he looked at me

“Please tell me the reason why”




The reason why is the reason

because when I’m feeling old

and wry

with all the bills paid

and a broken spade

Vacation time is nigh
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Snowflakes





Little     boys     are     like

   Snowflakes

  No     two     are     alike

Missing     teeth     skinned     elbows

  Always

Stinky     sticky     slippery

  Sweaty     and     Sweet









[image: image]








Jonathan Sitting in Mud





Michael is meaner

than Hal who is keener

than Jonathan sitting in mud




Ida the cow

lets out a big “Wow!”

when she starts to chewing her cud




There’s a brass ring

on the Merry Go Thing

but it got drowned in the flood




His Father said “Hey!

Won’t you come in today?”

But Jonathan stayed in the mud




Jonathan sat in the mud

all day

Jonathan sat in the mud

His Mother cried

His Father tried

But Jonathan sat in the mud




It’s been a week

without a peak

from Jonathan sitting in mud




Lurleen the spider

keeps getting wider

as she sits on the rose bud
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And Jonathan said

as he stretched out for bed

“I’m happy where I am”




And so as we leave him

though others may grieve him

Jonathan stays on the lam




Jonathan sat in the mud

all day

Jonathan sat in the mud

His Mother cried

His Father tried

But Jonathan sat in the mud
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Strawberry Patches





Through the green clover       and white-tipped violets

and brown-flecked bunnies       and laughing pin-striped chipmunks



(Being very careful
 of the dandelions shedding
 their yellow spring coats)


Little girls    tip toe    into the meadows
 playing hide
 and seek


in the strawberry patch
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Paula the Cat





Paula the cat

not thin nor fat

is as happy as house cats can be




She reads and she writes

with all the delights

of intelligent cats up a tree




Tired of the view

she chose to pursue

a fate unbeknownst to the crowd




Finding a boat

locked up in a moat

she boarded and shouted out loud




I’m Paula the cat

not thin nor fat

as happy as house cats can be




But now I’ve the urge

for my spirit to surge

and I shall go off

to sea
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Yolandé the Panda





Yolandé the panda

sat with Amanda

eating a bar-be-cue rib




They drank a beer

and gave a big cheer

“Hooray! for women’s lib”
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Prickled Pickles Don’t Smile





Never tickle

a prickled pickle

cause prickled pickles

Don’t smile




Never goad

a loaded toad

when he has to walk

A whole mile




Froggies go courting

with weather reporting

that indicates

There are no snows




But always remember

the month of December

is very hard

On your nose
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The Dragonfly





A dragonfly sat

on my nose

I wish it had sat

on my toes

I guess nobody

ever knows

Where a dragonfly will sit
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