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How to use this Bible study
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I encourage you to spend time in prayer before and after each lesson. Ask God to open your mind and soul to the message before you start and His help as you apply the lesson to your life afterward.

Your Bible study can be used one of two ways.

	Individually - Read one lesson each morning or allow more time between the lessons to apply God’s truths to your life.







	Group - One or two lessons each week are recommended. Conversations and discussions with others will always provide more insight on the lessons. You will be amazed how each message speaks differently to others.


	All Bible scripture links will take you to www.biblegateway.com New Living Translation. You can select a different version if you desire.


Please follow me on Social Media as MrsMaryRodman and leave a post at www.facebook.com/MrsMaryRodman. I love to meet new people and will answer any questions you may have.

Enjoy your Bible study!

Mary
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Lesson 1: A Wealthy Woman
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I often wonder what it would be like to speak directly with some of the great saints of the Bible. I want to ask Peter how it felt to walk on water. For Paul I wonder, what was the thorn in his flesh? Was it a physical ailment, mental struggle, or a spiritual battle? But of all the New Testament servants of Christ, Mary Magdalene is one who seems the most mysterious to me.

Not mysterious as in secretive. Mysterious because I want to know—where did she find the strength to do all she accomplished for Jesus? We are first introduced to Mary in the Luke 8.


Read Luke 8:1-3


We have no other background about Mary Magdalene, except that Jesus performed a great miracle in her life. What else is there to say? Christ dramatically changed her life when He cast the demons from her. Once Mary discovered her Savior, she was totally committed to Him with a servant’s heart. She became one of Jesus’ followers and part of His road crew, so to speak. She worked behind the scenes and provided financial support for His ministry. Gratitude obviously flowed from her soul as she expressed her love for Jesus.

The scriptures say the ladies who traveled with Jesus and his disciples helped support them financially. This indicates Mary was from a wealthy family. She was so in love with Jesus, that she gave to Christ’s ministry without question.


Which do you feel is more important and why?

Your financial support to God’s church, missions, and ministry—or your compassion, love and concern for others?



Read Matthew 23:23-24


In this passage of scripture, Jesus states that tithing is important, but He puts a greater emphasis on how the Pharisees treated others. Jesus points his finger at their hypocrisy. Jesus is also speaking to us in this scripture. We cannot give financially and neglect doing God’s work. Caring for others within the congregation, the community, and the world is what we are commissioned to do.

There are times in our lives when both tithing and compassion can be difficult for Christians. You may be financially strapped and wish you could support the ministry of the church more. Sometimes your mental state is overloaded due to the stress of life. Many also suffer from Christian burnout due to over commitment.


In those seasons of life when you feel you have nothing left to give, how do you recover? (Examples: Pray, a hobby, rest, focus on nature, you fill in the blank.)

Read Psalm 46:10

How does God tell you to recover?

Read Matthew 11:28-30

Where should you find the strength to serve again?


When you are in a season of financial difficulties, you often feel guilty because you are not able to support the church and missions as your heart desires.


Read Luke 21:1-4

What does this scripture tell you about tithing?


God calls you to tithe, but only if your tithe is with a gracious heart. It isn’t about your financial status or your ability to give large amounts of money. When it comes to serving Christ, and that includes tithing, everything you do is about the heart. There is a huge difference between giving financially and giving financially out of love. Financial giving and serving others—are both about the heart.

Yes, Mary Magdalene, was a wealthy woman, but she also possessed a servant’s heart. In the next lesson, we will dig deeper into Mary Magdalene’s servant heart and begin to understand exactly how she was able to serve others endlessly.
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YOUR CHALLENGE

When you tithe, what is the condition of your heart? Spend time in prayer and ask the Lord to reveal the condition of your heart when you give—financially, emotionally, and physically to God’s ministry.

Give It Your All

God calls for us to give our all. Not just financially, but in every area of our lives. I am now convicted every time I read, “For they have given a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she has.” (Luke 21:4). Jesus calls us to give all of our time to serve others. All of our strength for the trials in life. All of our compassion for the hurting. All of our gifts and talents. In every area of our lives, we should take intentional steps to give all we have to Christ.

In these verses, Jesus isn’t concerned about a money issue. He is concerned about a heart issue. The widow wasn't blessed because she gave financially. She was blessed because she gave from her heart.

Excerpt from Live Life in Full Bloom
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MARY’S GREATEST JOY is helping others cultivate and grow their relationship with Christ. Part of her ministry is her devotional books: Bloom Where You’re Planted and Live Life in Full Bloom. Purchase your Bloom Daily Devotional Series with matching journals at https://maryrodman.com/books
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Lesson 2: A Servant of Christ
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Mary Magdalene and the other ladies were behind the scenes people. In modern day terms, you could call them Jesus’ road crew. They were His silent ministry support staff and they helped in every way possible. These ladies most likely had the spiritual gift of helps. As we study further, you will see that Mary possessed many spiritual gifts, but this lesson is on servanthood.

It was common in those days for women to be treated as second class citizens, but Christ never treated women in that manner and Mary Magdalene was no exception. Jesus saw how resilient Mary was and her deep commitment to His ministry. So, from the moment He healed her of her demons, He treated Mary Magdalene as chosen, precious, beloved, royalty.

As a result of all Christ did for her, Mary chose to be part of Christ’s support staff. She was a little bit like Martha, except she joyfully did the behind the scenes work without the whining and complaining. Her servant’s heart had no room for petty problems or disagreements. She graciously served her Savior.


Reread Luke 8:1-3

Why do you think Mary willingly served behind the scenes as part of Jesus’ road crew?

Read 2 Timothy 2:24

How does this verse describe a servant?


When the scriptures say teach many of us turn and run from servanthood! Not everyone feels qualified to teach the scriptures, myself included. I have no divinity degree and I’m not a person who can quote scripture after scripture providing an answer for your situation. However, I am able to use the Concordance and www.biblegateway.com to research the Bible for answers.

What I teach are life lessons. Through my devotions, I share how Jesus impacts my life, over and over again. I pray my words in this study will help you grow as a servant of Christ. When you and I grow as a Christian on our own, we are able to teach others. Therefore, we are all called to teach.

Teaching simply means, find your niche and excel at it! Teach children. Teach patience. Show compassion. Cook a meal. Visit a shut-in. Your actions as a servant are teachable moments. In other words, don’t be a servant alone. Bring someone beside you and teach them how to serve with a willing heart.

Mary Magdalene became a servant because she walked with Jesus and learned from Him. Maybe it was easier for her to show compassion because she witnessed Christ’s empathy on a daily basis. Or maybe it was more difficult because she walked with the Servant himself.

Did she have moments of doubt when she compared herself to Christ? Was her servant’s heart strong enough to carry the load? How and why did she continually serve behind the scenes?

To understand Mary Magdalene’s resilient servant’s heart, read these verses and match them with the appropriate faith building phrases.

	___ Psalm 18:1


		Christ came to serve



	___ Lamentations 3:32


		Trust the Lord



	___ Psalm 84:11


	c. God is my strength


	___ Habakkuk 3:18


	d. The Lord
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