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your planning to-dos


■ Create your guest list

■ Figure out what your budget will be

■ Tap into your wedding style





To get married all you really need are a few rings, a dress, and an appointment at City Hall. But many couples feel the wedding is an important step in their lives together—one they want to share with their family and friends as well. How to express that excitement in a way befitting the occasion? That’s where all the extras come in: flowers, music, fancy escort cards. Every detail adds up to a lovely manifestation of the emotion the day is brimming with. But deciding on those elements can seem downright daunting. Where—and how—do you begin? With the big picture: by establishing the style of the day.

Don’t worry if you find the idea of your wedding style to be vague and abstract, or the task at hand—choosing one particular vibe for the event—to be overwhelming. This book is meant to make the process inspiring and fun, guiding you through each element of your wedding day and offering a sense of the many options available that can be tailored to suit you and your groom. Each chapter focuses on one specific aspect of the event, giving you the information you need to organize your thoughts and to choose a mood that’s unequivocally you. You’ll also discover useful tips that will help you flawlessly pull off every detail, along with hundreds of inspiring photographs of every kind of wedding, from fancy-free to formal. When planning a wedding, every choice you make will influence your next decision and the overall feeling. For a seamless aesthetic that translates into an unforgettable day, it’s crucial to settle on one concept and stick with it. Here’s how.
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Mixing flowers you may not normally imagine together adds a surprising texture and dimension.
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A white-on-white palette is a classic wedding choice, but a closer look reveals this one isn’t quite so basic: The motif and attention to small details add texture and make this wedding stand out. Choosing a font that’s whimsical instead of formal, unexpected types of flowers, or even a special detail, like a cable-knit vase wrap, can create a distinctive style.
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Often just a single piece of inspiration can represent your wedding style. Here that inspiration is a beautiful piece of lace. In your case, it might come from your wedding dress or your mother’s. Maybe it’s the same lace you’re using as your chuppah’s canopy. While the other details don’t have to pick up the lace exactly, they can share the same romantic mood.
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design-era dictionary

Georgian (1714–1830, England)

THINK Matchy-matchy with a decadent flair. Chippendale chairs, refined colors, fans on the seats, and bridesmaid dresses with an emphasis on the waistline will unify your theme.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Your signature shade is lilac or pale pink. Your bridesmaids carry monochromatic bouquets, and the groom and his gang wear formal attire, but perhaps in a light color. The reception is probably under a tent with paper lanterns above the dance floor.

Regency (1750–1850, England)

THINK Classic and timeless. Brass and marble make a refined statement.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION You’re hosting a ballroom affair; black tie optional. Your tables are a mix of rectangles and rounds, set with simple gold-rimmed white china. Chandeliers and pinspot lighting accentuate the cascading table arrangements.

Victorian (1837–1901, England)

THINK Queen of England meets Newport mansion. White lace and orange blossoms infuse a romantic setting with sophistication.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Your palette is all about pastels. You welcome unexpected elegance to the tables with vintage teapots holding fluffy pink and white peonies. Consider clustered floral or pale damask linens.

Belle Époque (Late 1800s, France)

THINK French cafe and nightlife epitomize the era.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Bring in charming, round bistro tables. Mix casual touches with more ornate pieces, such as a heavy velvet curtain that separates the cocktail hour from the reception.

Hollywood Glamour (Late Nineteenth Century to Mid-Twentieth Century, United States)

THINK Magic in the air. Lighting is most flattering; sparkle is key; jewel tone colors and lacquer are essential. Elizabeth Taylor would feel comfortable at your wedding.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Black-and-white photos of weddings past hang around the cocktail area. Metallic details and mirrors are everywhere. Tables are mostly squares and rectangles with votives and lanterns running down the center.

Art Deco (1925–1939, Europe and United States)

THINK Opulent and lavish are the idea here—South Beach hotels, lots of black and white.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Work the black-and-white parquet floor and don’t shy away from color like bright magenta or sunny yellow accents. Your reception tables sparkle thanks to the mirrored bases for your centerpieces.

Fifties (1950s, United States)

THINK Everything is over the top. Bold, bright retro style is fun and fashionable.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Turquoise and pink with a pop of tangerine—you’re all about colorful flair. Maybe your save-the-date resembles a retro postcard. Your invites include song request reply cards for the DJ, and you’ll surprise guests with a photo booth.

Pop Art (Late 1950s, United States)

THINK Kitschy and overemphasized use of color and graphics. Warhol prints are the go-to art selection.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Cherry red, lime green, and sunny yellow—yes, all together. Your invites have dimension, be it a bloom that pops up when you open it or an embossed design, and use bold, oversized fonts and graphics. Photos of your favorite modern-art prints top your escort cards.

Minimalist (Late 1960s–Early 1970s, United States)

THINK Less is more. Emphasize clean lines and natural, non-fussy colors and elements.

WEDDING-STYLE INTERPRETATION Nothing says sophistication like an all-white wedding. Your details come in the textures, such as cable-knit or linens, and in the lighting. Your go-to flowers are hydrangeas, orchids, garden roses, and ranunculus.



thinking about your wedding style The guiding principle for your big day could be as simple as a palette of pink and green, or as specific as a modern-day interpretation of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, complete with swags of floral garlands, gauzy bridesmaid dresses, moss-and-ivy-filled centerpieces, and special “Love Potion” cocktails. Where you start—and how far you carry out the concept—is entirely up to you. No matter how elaborate your theme, a common thread will pull the whole day together.

Consider these perfectly thought-out, though stylistically distinct, examples straight from recent brides: A bride and groom who couldn’t resist New England in the summertime hosted a preppy lobster bake. A California couple who loved the idea of an outdoor wedding decided on a harvest-style reception in Napa Valley. Another couple chose to tip their hats to their Mexican wedding location and served their guests cervezas and seviche.

gathering inspiration Sounds fun, right? But if you’re nowhere near nailing down your wedding style to this extent, don’t panic. The beginning of the process is the dreaming phase, when ideas are allowed to be disparate and not completely formed. Start collecting inspirations, and don’t limit yourself to browsing the obvious sources; something as unlikely as a wallpaper pattern or a photo of a terra-cotta urn can spark an idea. If fabrics, color chips, stationery, and other interesting trinkets catch your eye, collect those, too. Soon, you’ll start to see a theme or color palette emerging, which will help to organize your planning.

[image: ]

focusing on a theme If you find you’re stuck for ideas, think about interests and hobbies you and your fiancé share, and places and experiences that are meaningful to you. A shared love of Baroque art could lead you to a wedding in a museum space with centerpieces straight out of a Dutch master’s still life. If 1950s movies are what brought you together, the film High Society could inspire the retro, elegant look of your event: The venue could be on the grounds of a beautiful old mansion; the decor would be sophisticated and chic, such as white garden roses brimming out of round silver vases; and the dress would channel Grace Kelly—a chic A-line with a natural waist. Perhaps there’s a special place that could serve as a touchstone: Did you get engaged on a snowy mountaintop in Vail? You may want to hold a winter wedding with a theme that inspires every detail down to the save-the-date cards designed like ski passes.

If nothing has come immediately to mind, try to describe your personal style using a few evocative adjectives. Words like rustic, preppy, glam, modern, elegant, and beachy may suddenly inspire a eureka moment. Even “classic wedding” is a theme. Then, as you refine the concept, try layering on another filter to help further polish and personalize your theme. Your idea of a glam wedding may be a glam, Art Deco wedding, or your garden wedding might be an English garden wedding.

Another trick to figuring out your style is to think about venues you’re attracted to. If you know you love the idea of having your wedding in a posh hotel, that may dictate a more classic, elegant, or old-world style. On the other hand, if you’re drawn to a sleek new art museum, you may want to complement that space with modern, minimalist decor.

Your faith and culture may also play important roles, influencing the kind of food you serve, the music you play—even the attire you and your wedding party wear. You may prefer to simply cherry-pick details from your backgrounds rather than strictly follow the rules of one particular culture, but even those choices will have resonance. A Chinese-American couple decided to mix elements from their Asian heritage—origami cranes and red paper lanterns dotting the reception space—with more modern Western objects, like cupcakes in birdcages and cylinder vases full of floating candles and submerged flowers. Consult with family and religious leaders before you get too far into the planning so you’ll know what’s allowed and what isn’t (a Catholic ceremony needs to take place in a Catholic church, and a Jewish ceremony needs to happen under a chuppah, for example). Check with your venue, if you have one, to see if there are any limitations on use of the space.
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Infusing cultural elements, such as a special pattern or specific color combination is not only meaningful but also the perfect starting point for what will become the aesthetic of the day.
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Something blue is also a wedding-perfect jumping-off point. To keep the cool hue from feeling too frosty, chartreuse accents join the party. Whimsical dots on the stationery, playful appliqués on the cake, surprising flower bundles, and multilevel centerpieces keep the mood carefree, while a bold ring and a beaded clutch add a touch of glamour.
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A final word of advice when it comes to settling on a theme: Don’t load up on too many ideas. It’s fine if you like Broadway musicals and your groom is into drag racing, but trying to incorporate both ideas into your wedding day is going to lead to a weirdly disjointed affair. For the best chance at a day that dazzles, choose one concept and stick to it.

picking your colors and motif Just as a theme will emerge from your collected bits of inspiration, so will a palette. In fact, since nearly every wedding has a unifying color scheme—and since colors can be more concrete than themes—you may even want to start here first. Take a look at a color wheel to see what shades you’re drawn to (check out the tool on TheKnot.com/color), or look through your closet or in your home. Are there certain colors you keep seeing? Thinking about the kinds of flowers you like will definitely narrow down your options. To learn more about what flowers come in what colors, see the lists at the end of each chapter. Check out the special guides at the end of each chapter, too, for inspired color pairings, from deep fuchsia and orange to robin’s-egg blue and chocolate; they also provide tips on how to use color to unify all the elements of a wedding.

Design-challenged brides, take note: The easiest way to make all of your wedding elements come together is to stick with two colors rather than juggling three or more. And while a color combination alone is enough to inspire everything from soup to Jordan almonds, you may want to add another layer of inspiration. This would be your theme. The color combination and your theme will help you zero in on specific details. For example, a black-and-white wedding implies a formal affair, but you’ll find plenty of leeway when it comes to the specifics. A black-and-white wedding with an Art Deco theme is more focused and may call for a dress with a sheath silhouette, centerpieces bursting with oversized white feathers, and a cake with a geometric design. Likewise, a black-and-white fifties-themed wedding may consist of polka-dot decor, a flirty ruffle hem dress, and pops of cherry red as accents. With the right details, you can take a simple color palette in just about any direction.
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Your motif is that last flourish that completes the overall look of your wedding and can crop up everywhere from the cake to the invitations. It’s a shape, a pattern, or an insignia that conveys your style. A
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