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INTRODUCTION

When Donald J. Trump launched his campaign for president in 2015, I laughed at the idea. If there’s one thing I knew about Americans, it’s that they wanted their presidents to be dignified, intelligent, and black. Trump had none of these qualities. Even worse, Trump had tweets!



Years and years of tweets, thousands of them, on everything from why Diet Coke doesn’t work to the fact that he is “just not a fan of sharks.” Who would vote to give the nuclear codes to a man who had tweet-demanded that Robert Pattinson dump Kristen Stewart?

But as Trump’s campaign grew into the movement that would sweep him into the White House, I realized that the opposite was true. Trump’s Twitter account didn’t disqualify him. It humanized him. Here was a man who didn’t filter his statements through focus groups or polling consultants—he said what we were all thinking. Or, at least, what he was all thinking. Like how “The worst show in Las Vegas, in my opinion, is @pennjillette. Hokey garbage. New York show even worse!” It’s what Americans needed to hear, and Donald Trump was the only presidential candidate saying it.

We at The Daily Show realized that we must honor this archive of presidential thoughts. Thus was born The Donald J. Trump Presidential Twitter Library, a curated collection of Trump’s most profound and revealing tweets that allowed everyday Americans to literally walk through the President’s mind. After successful openings in New York, Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles, the Library now takes form in this keepsake book, so that you, dear reader, can cherish the experience in the comfort of home.

Please read these tweets in the spirit in which they were composed: with an open heart and with legs straddling the toilet of your choice.
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FOREWORD

Late on the afternoon of Monday, June 30, 1941, Franklin D. Roosevelt spoke at the dedication of his newly constructed presidential library at Hyde Park, New York, the first of its kind in American history. “To bring together the records of the past … where they will be preserved for the use of men and women in the future, a Nation must believe in three things,” President Roosevelt told the crowd. “It must believe in the past. It must believe in the future. It must, above all, believe in the capacity of its own people so to learn from the past that they can gain in judgment in creating their own future.”



It wasn’t exactly a Twitter-friendly message. But FDR’s point, if verbose, was simple: Thanks to his efforts then, our generation today would be wiser than the one that elected him. And who’s to say he was wrong?

Given the 2016 presidential election and its aftermath, I am. As a presidential historian, I might have been asked to pen an introduction to the libraries of Roosevelt or Kennedy or one of the Bushes. But instead, my assignment, which I for some reason accepted, is to write 750 words on The Donald J. Trump Presidential Twitter Library. The J. stands for John, and per my lawyer counts as a word.

So Trump may not be FDR, but that is not to say his ever-growing collection of tweets is without historical value. On the contrary. Commanders-in-chief have always been early adopters of the latest means of communication. Lincoln installed a telegraph in the War Department. In 1877, the first White House telephone line enchanted Rutherford Hayes. Calvin Coolidge, notoriously a man of few words, used up a handful of them to reach 23 million radio listeners in his 1925 inaugural, and of course Roosevelt’s fireside chats ushered in the now familiar practice of staring dead-eyed at an electronic media device and hoping to feel something, anything. Truman became the first president to deliver a televised address in 1947. Bill Clinton brought the Oval Office into the Digital Age, sending the first presidential email, though it was later mysteriously deleted by an unknown party in his household.

And now the digital ruminations of the 45th president give us that rarest thing: a running record of a president’s moods and musings. While Woodrow Wilson once observed that a presidency offers its occupant the opportunity to be as big a man as he wants to be, the Trump canon is a chronicle of just how small a president can be. Trump is not the first president to obsess over his opponents and to rant about the seeming injustice of the world. He’s just the first to make the rest of us listen in as he does it.

With that in mind, the closest parallel to President Trump’s tweets should give him no comfort, for the precedent is not FDR’s millions of cubic feet of records or Lincoln’s reams of manuscripts or Jefferson’s thousands of letters. It is the covert White House recordings of Richard M. Nixon, who destroyed his own presidency by allowing his darkest machinations to be captured on audiotape.

Trump partisans, of course, demur, arguing that he (or as he might put it, he “alone”) understands how Twitter eliminates the filter of a hostile press, giving the people what they want: All Trump, All the Time.

Perhaps, but that brings us back to FDR, who felt otherwise. “The public psychology and, for that matter, individual psychology cannot, because of human weakness, be attuned for long periods of time to a constant repetition of the highest note in the scale,” Roosevelt wrote in a 1935 letter. “People tire of seeing the same name day after day in the important headlines of the papers, and the same voice night after night over the radio.” A leader’s balancing act, then, was the education and shaping of public opinion without becoming overly familiar or exhausting.

Trump believes the opposite. For him, attention is all. As president, he has raised narcissism to Homeric heights—a difficult thing to do when one recalls that politicians, as a species, consider public notice to be slightly more essential than oxygen. But here we are. He’s not going to stop.

And so our evaluation of the historical significance of Trump’s tweets brings us to this frightful but urgent conclusion: With the very future of the Republic hanging in the balance, it is imperative that 746, 747, 748, the end.

JON MEACHAM
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THE DONALD J. TRUMP PRESIDENTIAL TWITTER LIBRARY

Presidential libraries have long been a cherished destination for school trips when the amusement park is too expensive. The Daily Show Presents: The Donald J. Trump Presidential Twitter Library continues this grand tradition with a celebration of President Trump’s most important documents: his tweets.

An entire library devoted to one person’s tweets may seem “excessive,” “unwarranted,” or “pretty clearly some kind of publicity stunt.” But the way a president chooses to communicate with the public is often what will define his (the “his” streak lives!) legacy. Indeed, when an average American is asked, “What comes to mind when you think of Donald Trump?” the response is likely to be a short burst of pure, unfiltered, inchoate emotion—in other words, something quite similar to a Trump tweet. That’s how much Trump’s Twitter output has come to shape not only his presidency but the entire era we are now all so fortunate to be surviving.

But becoming the communications genius he is today took a lifetime of being the communications genius he was before today.



BEGINNINGS

Attempts to reconstruct the pre-Twitter life of Donald J. Trump are unavoidably incomplete, as he was not yet finger-banging out his every unedited thought. We do know that Trump was born in Queens, New York, on Flag Day 1946, nine months after the first and, at press time, last wartime use of nuclear weapons. After a hugely successful toddlerhood, young Donald moved on to the best schools, where he showed great promise as
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