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			Praise for

			Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe

			
				“Ever since I read his Unity Factor almost twenty years ago, Larry Osborne has been my mentor from afar. Now that Larry is writing books again, he has become a go-to author for me because he speaks my language and deals with my issues. I read everything he writes!”

				—PETE BRISCOE, senior pastor of Bent Tree Bible Fellowship and author of Christianity: A Follower's Guide and Secrets from the Treadmill

			

			
				“A very liberating read, as well as one that will surely deepen your trust in God. Larry takes apart ten commonly held beliefs that don't make sense…because they aren't true!”

				—RUSS CARROLL, CEO of Miva Merchant

			

			
				“In Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe, Larry Osborne dismantles many ideas that have derailed the faith of sincere Christians for far too long. Larry has the rare capacity to communicate difficult truths in a way that ignites the imagination and disarms the soul. I strongly recommend this book to anyone seeking a deeper and more-nuanced faith.”

				—SCOTT CHAPMAN, senior pastor of The Chapel, Illinois

			

			
				“Larry Osborne never fails to compel me to think with greater precision. Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe challenges us to reevaluate what we can so glibly believe and come away with a faith that we can deeply admire.”

				—DR. WAYNE CORDEIRO, author of The Divine Mentor, Doing Church as a Team, and The Life Journal

			

			
				“I recommend anything Larry Osborne writes. He's hit another homer with Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe! Larry unshackles our souls from things that threaten to destroy us. I'm confident your life will be better after reading this book!”

				—RON FORSETH, vice president of Outreach Inc. and general editor of SermonCentral.com

			

			
				“Larry Osborne's Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe will help new believers and seasoned Christians alike. People often believe what they've heard without knowing why. Larry pierces through widely accepted spiritual legends with common sense and scriptural precision.”

				—CRAIG GROESCHEL, pastor of LifeChurch.tv and author of Confessions of a Pastor

			

			
				“This book will liberate us from faulty assumptions about God and life that keep us trapped or looking like naive fools. Larry Osborne brings practical and biblical wisdom to bear on some beliefs that we never should've held and that have always confused us. His chapters on forgiving and judging alone are worth the price of the book.”

				—MEL LAWRENZ, senior pastor of Elmbrook Church and author of I Want to Believe

			

			
				“For a long time the world has needed this very important book. With patience and clarity Larry dissects erroneous beliefs that masquerade as faith. He helps us wade through the nonsense—inaccurate and misguided ideas we cling to—and guides us to an understanding that results in a winsome, authentic faith…the kind we all long for.”

				—NANCY ORTBERG, founding partner of Teamworkx2 and author of Looking for God

			

			
				“Larry Osborne blends pastoral experience and counterintuitive wisdom that will frustrate (in a good way), challenge, and encourage you as you seek to walk with God for a lifetime.”

				—DARRIN PATRICK, pastor of The Journey, St. Louis, Missouri

			

			
				“Filled with common sense from the heart, this book is a well-written and entirely biblical look at often-misunderstood principles in Scripture. I have found it not only helpful in my own life but also effective in discipling others. Great illustrations make the principles clear and easy to grasp. The game-plan illustration relating to Gods will alone is worth the price of the book.”

				—STEVE POTRATZ, president of Parable Christian Stores and The Parable Group

			

			
				“I remember exactly where I was sitting during a visit to North Coast Church when I first heard my friend Larry Osborne explode the myth that faith fixes everything. I was there to learn the inner workings of the church but walked away with new insight into my faith. Since that time Larry has taught me much about the dumb things smart Christians (and even smart pastors) believe. You'll find one aha moment after another in this book. I'm buying copies for all our small-group leaders.”

				—NELSON SEARCY, lead pastor of The Journey Church, New York City

			

			
				“Larry Osborne pulls no punches in Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe. He brings clarity and biblical insight to commonly misunderstood ideas. With books like this one, Christians will believe fewer stupid things that damage their spiritual journeys. This book is worth reading and sharing.”

				—ED STETZER, coauthor of Compelled by Love, www.edstetzer.com

			

			
				“Larry Osborne takes us through misunderstandings handed down from generation to generation, from Sunday-school class to Sunday-school class. In today's jambalaya spirituality, Larry helps spiritual seekers and misinformed churchgoers sort through the true and the ridiculous. From the barbershop to the halls of traditional church, myths are circulating…and now Larry brings the light and balance of Scripture to enlighten the misinformed.”

				—STACY SPENCER, senior pastor of New Direction Christian Church, Memphis, Tennessee

			

			
				“Larry's commonsense approach in addressing widely held but incorrect spiritual beliefs brings clarity and sanity—finally! The chapters on forgiveness and parenting struck a particular chord with me. Larry is a wise pastor, gifted in teaching Scripture in a way that makes biblical truth accessible and understandable. I highly recommend this book to those familiar with the Christian faith and to those who aren't.”

				—LINDA STANLEY, director of Next Generation Pastors Leadership Community, Leadership Network

			

			
				“I couldn't put Ten Dumb Things Smart Christians Believe down once I started reading it. Many Christians have the same issues Larry addresses with gentle clarity to correct thinking and behaviors. A great book for new and serious believers alike.”

				—DAVE TRAVIS, managing director of Leadership Network and author of Beyond Megachurch Myths and Beyond the Box: Innovative Churches That Work

			

			
				“Smart Christians can fall for a lot of dumb beliefs. I hadn't considered how many till I read this book, chock-full of sensible observations, disarming illustrations, and compelling scriptural insights. Larry makes you laugh while he makes you think.”

				—KEN WERLEIN, founding pastor of Faithbridge Church, Houston, Texas

			

			
				“This is a great book. It's a life-changing message the world needs to hear. Everyone should buy a copy and read it.”

				—CAROLYN OSBORNE, Larry's mom
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			To Nancy, my best friend, biggest fan, most honest critic…
and the love of my life.
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			It is no news flash that smart people can do some pretty dumb things. But lots of times we forget that smart people can also believe some pretty dumb things.

			What possessed a military genius like Napoleon to think that the harsh Russian winter would be no match for his troops? Sure, they were well trained and well equipped, but it's not as if he had a shred of historical evidence to support his decision to march on.

			What caused the leading scientists and thinkers of Galileo's day to ignore evidence they could see with their own eyes and brand him as a heretic and a quack?

			And why would an otherwise brilliant leadership team at IBM bet the farm on mainframes and practically give away the PC, as well as the underlying operating system, to a young programmer named Bill Gates?

			All of these, and many other equally baffling decisions, were made by people far smarter than you or me. Yet, in hindsight, they all look like idiots.

			What happened?

			In each case, an otherwise intelligent person badly misinterpreted the facts, made an incorrect assumption, or relied upon information that we now know to be completely false—with disastrous consequences. Sometimes they were confused by cultural bias (which at times can be so strong that it literally blinds us to the truth). In other cases, their underlying assumptions were so widely believed and accepted that no one thought to question them. Sometimes they were done in by a bad case of wishful thinking. But whatever the cause, they weren't alone. History is filled with examples of otherwise intelligent people who acted upon amazingly goofy assumptions— and paid a high price for doing so.

			The High Price of Flawed Assumptions

			We, as Christians, aren't immune. Even a highly moral, deeply sincere, smart Christian, with the best theological pedigree, has no guarantee of protection from the consequences of a bad decision based on flawed assumptions. I like to put it this way:

			
				the wisdom of Solomon + inaccurate facts or faulty
assumptions = a fool's decision

			

			And therein lies the reason for this book.

			Over the years, I've counseled and worked with many people who have made life-altering decisions based on what they perceived to be biblical principles, only to discover too late that what they thought was biblical didn't come from the Bible at all.

			Most of the time, they were victims of a spiritual urban legend. A spiritual urban legends just like a secular urban legend. It's a belief, story, assumption, or truism that gets passed around as fact. In most cases the source is a friend, a Sunday-school class, a Bible study, a devotional, a book, or even a sermon.

			Because they sound so plausible and come from a reputable source, spiritual urban legends are often accepted without question and then quickly passed on. Once widely disseminated, they tend to take on a life of their own. They become almost impossible to refute because “everyone” knows they're true. Anyone who dares to question their veracity gets written off as spiritually dull, lacking in faith, or liberal.

			Admittedly, the consequences of some spiritual misconceptions aren't particularly devastating. For instance, if someone mistakenly believes that the Bible says that “God helps those who help themselves” or “a penny saved is a penny earned” or that Jesus was some sort of soft-skinned Western European guy with blue eyes who walked from town to town in an old bathrobe saying profound things in a wispy voice—kind of a mystical hippy on Dramamine— it will throw them off a degree or two, but it will hardly destroy their faith.

			
				Spiritual urban legends aren't just harmless misunderstandings. They're spiritually dangerous errors that will eventually bring heartache and disillusionment to all who trust in them.

			

			But far too often the consequences are spiritually devastating. Think of the disillusionment that sets in when someone writes off God for failing to keep a promise that he never made. Or the despair that follows a step of faith that turns out to have been a leap onto thin ice.

			That is why an exposé of the ten widely held but blatantly false spiritual urban legends that we're about to explore is so important. They aren't just harmless misunderstandings. They're spiritually dangerous errors that will eventually bring heartache and disillusionment to all who trust in them.

			My bet is that you've already seen through a few. Others you may have always questioned, but until now thought you were the only one who didn't “buy it.” Some may rock your boat. But whatever the case, I encourage you to examine each one with an open mind and an open Bible.

			Measure Twice, Cut Once

			There is an old carpenter's adage: “Measure twice, cut once.” It's based on the observation that once we've cut a board too short, no matter how many more times we cut it, it will still be too short. The same holds true for the spiritual principles upon which we base our life. Once we've made a decision or set a course of action, it's usually too late to go back and start checking out the accuracy of our assumptions.

			The Bereans of New Testament times offer an example worth following. Believers who lived in the Macedonian city of Berea, they went so far as to check out everything the apostle Paul taught them, examining the Scriptures to see if what he said was really true.

			Now remember, Paul was an apostle, an author of Scripture, God's spokesman. But rather than being offended, he praised them for their lack of gullibility and noble search for the truth.1

			I encourage you to follow their example as we work through each of the ten spiritual urban legends to come. I think you'll discover not only that they are false but also that each one flatly contradicts what the rest of the Bible teaches. In many cases, they even contradict what their so-called supporting verses, or “proof texts,” actually say.

			And, yes, I know that words like dumb and stupid are strong words. Whenever I use them when speaking to a larger group, I predictably get a couple of notes or even a face-to-face rebuke. Usually it's a mom trying to eradicate the words from her children's vocabulary. She wonders why I can't use kinder, gentler terms that would be more acceptable in play group.

			But I can't. As noted above, these beliefs aren't just false. They aren't just unfortunate. They're not merely a few degrees off. They are dangerous. They are what the Bible calls “foolish,” which in modern-day terms means “stupid” and “dumb.”2

			
				Each one of these spiritual urban legends is a bit like fools gold. It looks great at first glance, but once tested, it proves worthless.

			

			Yet I want to make it clear that nothing in these pages is meant as an attack on the people who believe these things. They themselves aren't dumb. Their assumptions and beliefs are. If I'd had more room in the title, I would have called this book Ten Dumb Things That Smart, Sincere, Good, and Godly Christians Believe.

			Each one of these spiritual urban legends is a bit like fool's gold. It looks great at first glance, but once tested, it proves worthless. No doubt we've all jumped to some pretty foolish conclusions in our lives. I know I have. But fortunately, early in my faith journey, I had some careful-thinking mentors who pointed out the folly of basing my belief system on what everybody else said rather than on careful biblical scrutiny. They taught me to avoid reading just my favorite verses. They showed me the importance of reading all the surrounding verses—and the rest of the book as well.

			Their advice has served me well and saved me much heartache. It has also solidified my confidence in the Bible. The more I've learned to toss aside the clichés, happy talk, and cultural assumptions that don't fit what the Bible actually says (or the way that life really works), the greater my trust in it as God's Word and the ultimate source of spiritual truth.

			It's my hope that the pages of this book will do the same for you—that they will help you question everything you hear and test everything you believe against the actual words and teaching of the Bible.
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		I'll never forget the day my wife and I stopped by the local hospital for what we knew would be our last visit with her friend Susan.

		For three years, Susan had put up a valiant fight against a disease that was now in its last stages. Her labored breathing, gaunt figure, and deep-set eyes made it painfully obvious that she would not be around much longer.

		As we sat by her bed, wondering what to say and how to pray, I was stumped. (I'm a pastor and I'm supposed to know what to say in these situations.) But before I could say anything profound—or even trite—our awkward silence was broken by the entrance of Susan's husband, John, into the room.

		We exchanged hugs and a quick greeting. Then John began to talk. He spoke of the plans he and Susan had for the future. Not in a regretful reflection of what could have been, but with a powerful conviction of what was yet to be.

		It was weird.

		Susan lay there barely cognizant, struggling for each breath, seemingly hours from death. Yet her husband stood inches away talking about future vacations, a kitchen remodel, and their retirement years as if the four of us were hanging out at a backyard barbeque.

		While John and Susan had often spoken of their confidence in Gods ability to heal, this was different. He wasn't talking about an assurance that she could be healed. He was describing his absolute certainty that she would be healed. He didn't have an ounce of doubt. It was already a done deal.

		Then he told us what had happened. That morning, while in prayer for Susan's healing, he'd been overcome with a powerful sense of God's presence and a deep conviction that God had answered his prayer. As he continued to pray, biblical passages proclaiming God's protection and care flooded his mind. He felt as if God had physically reached down and touched him, whispering in his ear, “I've heard you. She'll be okay.”

		Brimming with confidence, he figured he'd arrived at the epitome of faith because he had absolute assurance of what he hoped for and complete certainty of what he had not yet seen.1 He was as giddy as a prospector who'd just tapped into the mother lode.

		I didn't know what to say. Could it be that God was up to something big? Were we about to witness a miracle? Was John's faith going to pull her back from the jaws of death?

		I wasn't so sure.

		He was absolutely certain.

		That night she breathed her last breath.

		John was devastated. For years after Susan's death, he limped along spiritually, disillusioned with God, prayer, and the impotence of faith.

		But his spiritual meltdown had nothing to do with God letting him down. It had nothing to do with the promises of the Bible being hollow It was the predictable result of having placed his trust in the fool's gold of faiths best known and most widely believed spiritual urban legend: the myth that if we have enough faith, we can do or fix anything.

		Unfortunately John's concept of faith (what it was and how it worked) didn't come from the Word of God; it came from the word on the street. He had banked on a set of assumptions and beliefs that simply weren't true. And they had let him down.

		The Word on the Street

		The word on the street is that faith is a potent mixture of intellectual and emotional self-control that when properly harnessed can literally change outcomes through positive thinking and clear visualization.

		It's what successful people tout as the key to their achievements, survivors of great tragedies cite as the source of their endurance, televangelists credit with healing power, and motivational speakers make a sweet living espousing.

		It's why, when our team is five runs down with two outs in the ninth inning, we're not supposed to think negatively. Instead, we're supposed to hang tough, visualize a big inning. Because as long as we really believe we can win, there is a good chance we will.

		
			This kind of hopeful thinking is more about faith in faith than faith in God. Yet it's what many of us have been taught to believe God wants from us when were confronted with insurmountable odds

		

		Same with a medical crisis. Did the tests come back showing the cancer has metastasized? Don't panic. It can be beat. Just think positively.

		Or perhaps your son is a five-foot, two-inch freshman with dreams of playing in the NBA. Whatever you do, don't discourage him. Who knows? It could happen. After all, nothing is impossible as long as he pursues his dreams with hard work and unwavering faith.

		Unfortunately, this kind of hopeful thinking has nothing in common with what the Bible calls faith. It's more about faith in faith than faith in God. Yet it's what many of us have been taught to believe God wants from us when we're confronted with insurmountable odds.

		We've been told that for those who can muster it up, an all-doubts-removed, count-it-as-done faith has the power to fix anything. It's God's great cure-all, a magic potion.

		In fact, in some Christian circles, this kind of faith is said to have the power to actually manipulate the hand of God. I recently heard a TV preacher claim that God has to answer prayers of unwavering faith no matter what we ask for. As long as we have no doubt, he has no choice. It's a law of the universe. Apparently it even trumps God's sovereignty.

		Though I'd hate to be the one to tell him so.

		How the English Language Mucks Things Up

		While faith is a concept deeply rooted in the Christian Scriptures, most of our modern ideas about it aren't. Much of the blame can be placed on the way the original manuscripts of the New Testament have been translated into English.

		It's not that the translators are unskilled or deceptive. It's simply that translating anything from one language to another is a difficult task, burdened by all the ancillary meanings and uses found in one language but not another.

		A quick comparison of how we use the words faith, belief, and trust in modern-day English with how they were originally used in the Greek language of the New Testament can be eye opening. Let's take a look to see what I mean.

		Faith

		For most of us, the word faith conjures up an image of confidence. It's the opposite of fear and doubt. It's often defined by our feelings as much as by anything else. That's why most teaching on faith tends to focus on eradicating all fear, doubt, and negative thoughts. It's also why “You gotta have faith” has come to mean “Think positively.”

		Belief

		On the other hand, the word belief usually conjures up an image of intellectual assent. We say we believe in something as long as we think that it's probably true. And since our beliefs are thought to exist primarily between our ears, we're not particularly puzzled when people claim to believe in something—say UFOs, Bigfoot, Darwinian evolution, creationism, even Jesus—but live as if they don't. For most of us, beliefs are intellectual. Acting upon them is optional.

		You can see this definition of belief in the way many of us approach evangelism. We tell the Jesus story to people and then ask them if they believe it. Those who say yes are immediately assured that they're headed for heaven. After all, they're “believers.” It doesn't seem to matter that the Bible adds quite a few qualifiers beyond mere mental assent.2

		Trust

		In contrast to our use of faith and belief when we use the word trust it almost always carries an assumption that there will be some sort of corresponding action. If we trust a person, it's supposed to show up in our response. For instance, if the parent of a teenage girl says, “I trust you,” but won't let her out of the house, we'd think that parent was speaking nonsense. There's no question the daughter would.

		Clearly, each of these three words carries a distinctly different meaning in the English language. But to the surprise of most Christians, almost every time we find one of these three words in our English New Testaments, each is a translation of the exact same Greek root word.3

		That means that the Bible knows nothing of the sharp distinctions we make between faith, belief, and trust. Biblically, they not only overlap, but they are practically synonymous. To the writers of Scripture, our modern distinctions between faith, belief, and trust would seem quite strange and forced.

		So, What Kind of Faith Does God Want?

		The kind of faith the Bible advocates and God wants from us has far more to do with our actions than our feelings. In fact, biblical faith is so closely tied to actions of obedience that the Bible ridicules the very idea of someone claiming to have faith without acting upon it.4

		God doesn't care if we've mastered the
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