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SL 1: From the Editor’s Ship
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Editor's Letter: Joy to the Jumble
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Although a lot of the exiled

insist on our return to Earth

in several hundred years,

we've already progressed beyond it.
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We've overcome the struggles

of the early years on the Moon;

Mars, the Asteroids, and Jupiter Region

have enabled us to venture

to the Solar System's cold edges.
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While the terraformers continue to labor

for Earth's eventual restoration,

we should continue to explore

the impressive distances

beyond our point of origin.
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In the meantime, this issue

presents your voices and ours

as we attempt to understand

our heritage, our lifestyles,

and the scattered jumble of each other.



SL 2: Restaurant Reviews
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San Angelo BBQ & Rocket Fuel
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Sedna's somewhat notorious

for its mercenary trade post,

yet visitors still risk it

for the best barbecue off Mars.
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The scent of molecular pulled pork

hits you inside the spaceport.

Collect your baggage, then

follow your stomach south.
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You'll see two lines

outside the storefront,

the express one for locals

and the long one for mere travelers.
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After an hour or three,

you'll be allowed inside.

Glance at the menu if you must,

but order Combo Number One.
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Aside from the sandwiches,

enjoy the intense coleslaw and fried pies.

Lastly, finish the root beer

before weeping at the check.
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Cold Fusion
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Since I grew up detesting

the gummy bricks served

in every Lunar restaurant,

I expected to hate Cold Fusion.
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Instead, this Jupiter Region chain

of popular ice cream parlors

retrained my taste buds

one cone at a time.
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Rumor says the founders

grew their own dairy herd

from Mars-smuggled cells.

If so, the theft's worth it.
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You'll taste the heavy cream

and genuine vanilla,

especially in the sundae.

Every grain of sugar tastes real.
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Behind the counters await

strawberries, bananas, and nuts

as well as a rich chocolate sauce.

Wear the bib and bring a big bank card.
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Haumea Spaceport Bar & Grill
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Six years ago, Forchetta Vang

closed his last food stall

and left his reputation

as the finest chef on Mars.
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Now he floats amid tomatoes,

green peppers, and cilantro,

making his own pasta

whenever Haumea has flour.
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At the crowded spaceport

he serves up y-burgers

with the grilled salad

that once made him famous.
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He also offers his diners

illusions of seafood

wrapped in blankets

of rice and nori.
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For dessert, try a sorbet

of smuggled orange slices.

It's a taste of sunlight

in the System's shadows.
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