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How This Book Helps You

 

This book gives you, the IELTS Test candidate, detailed guidance on how you can improve your IELTS Reading Test band score.

 

 

The IELTS Reading Test is no different from any other exam or test type. There are techniques, which can be practised and which will place you, the candidate, in a better position to answer each given question type.

 

 

This book teaches you those techniques for the IELTS Reading Test.


 

 

The IELTS Reading Test

 

The IELTS Reading test has three parts, and each corresponds to a passage or text; each has 13 to 14 questions. In short, the total number of questions is 40. The three Reading passages are of various academic themes or fields of study; their level is in ascending order of difficulty. 

 

Raw Score vs. Band Score

 

Reading band scores, ranging from 0 to 9, are determined based on the raw score or number of correct answers. The whole test contains 40 questions. Hence, the perfect score is equivalent to band 9. It is also possible to get a half band higher or lower. For actual conversions, refer to the table below.
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From the table above, you will appreciate the relative importance of each question and by extension you will learn where the marks lie and where to focus.

 

The next table provides a comprehensive description of the English language capabilities required in each band score.
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General Advice on Approaching the IELTS Reading Test

 

In the Reading test the answers must be written on the answer sheet within the given 60 minute period. So, candidates should plan to finish answering a few minutes before the time limit in order to have the chance to review and double check on the answers.

 

Overall, success in IELTS Reading requires speed together with the skills discussed and taught in this book. The only way to be a good reader and to do well in the test is through establishing an extensive and regular reading habit - which includes ensuring that you understand any unfamiliar words and phrases that encountered, together with synonymous words and phrases for the same. Learning synonymous words and phrases, and the ability to paraphrase, is key to success in IELTS reading. 

 

The lessons in this book are designed to improve performance in the test itself. This is achieved through advice on techniques and skills which will help candidates. However, prior reading experience with various kinds of, IELTS topic related, texts and passages is imperative for good performance in this section of the IELTS Test.

 

You are strongly advised to manage the alloted time for answering each question and should not remain on the earlier questions too long. To maintain exam focus, make sure you move to the succeeding questions on time. If you find you have time remaining, you should then go back to questions left unanswered - or spend time checking your punctuation and grammar - both of these will help improve your band scores.


 

 

11 Techniques for Better IELTS Reading Test Band Scores

 

 

The techniques are listed below, and each links to the chapter in this book which provides more information on the skill.

 

	Technique 1: Identifying a paragraph’s main idea through key words or key phrases and paraphrasing

	Technique 2: Determining and connecting topic sentences and paraphrases

	Technique 3: Understanding unfamiliar words or phrases through context awareness

	Technique 4: Skimming

	Technique 5: Scanning

	Technique 6: Grammar - determining the basic components of a sentence

	Technique 7: Enriching vocabulary through word classes

	Technique 8: Finding and understanding recurring words

	Technique 9: Understanding the introductory paragraph: thesis statement

	Technique 10: Understanding the body - topic sentence; major and minor supporting sentences

	Technique 11: Concluding paragraph - common types


 

 

CHAPTER ONE

Technique 1: Identifying a paragraph’s main idea through keywords or key phrases and paraphrasing

 

What are keywords and key phrases? Why are they important in the Reading task?

 

Keywords and key phrases are the most common words or phrases in any sentence of a paragraph that will help you familiarise and retain ideas.  They mostly contain a noun and/or a verb.

 

Related to one another, they will lead you to a general thought (usually only one per paragraph).

 

What is paraphrasing? Why is it important in the Reading task?

 

Paraphrasing is another technique you can use to locate the answer to a question.

 

Key words or key phrases in the question are expressed in a different way (paraphrased) in the part of the text which gives you the answer to the question.

 

If you build up a bank of the typical paraphrases used in the exam, you will be able to locate the answer to the question quickly, thus saving some valuable time.

 

How do we use the keywords and key phrases in getting the main idea of a paragraph?

 

Underline each of them, and look at how they are connected to one another.

 

How do we use paraphrasing?

 

Focus on the sentences in the text that contain a paraphrase of the underlined keywords or key phrases from the question. You should be able to reduce the time used in answering questions quite substantially.

 

Do not change the meaning or the whole idea.

 

Activity A

 

Underline the
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