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Writing can often be discouraging. Some writers have spouses or children who don’t understand why they spend so much time on the computer. You may face a multitude of rejection from agents or publishers. Or you may not get encouragement in the form of reviews or be nominated for an award. So why do we write? Because we can’t give it up! God has called us to write and we feel compelled to pour out our soul in written words. The Bible says, Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 1 Thessalonians 5:11  Which is the purpose of this devotional, to encourage you that you are not alone. Other writers have dealt with similar feelings or frustrations, or question themselves, their writing or their motives. I pray that each of you is encouraged as you read the devotions by all of the authors. May God bless you and give you the encouragement and peace you need.
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Day 1

Jesus said to his disciples: "Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come.” Luke 17:1

As writers, we can sometimes be tempted to ‘go where the money is’ by writing in genres that are selling, even if they are mainstream instead of specifically Christian. There is nothing wrong with writing for mainstream, or Christian, unless we begin to compromise on Christian principals. 

Luke 17:1 talks about causing people to stumble. As writers, we have the ability to sway people with our words, to capture their thoughts and take them into the world that we create for them. But how real or detailed should we make our stories? If you include curse words, you make the reader focus on those words and take them into their spirit as they read them. Is it worth it, for the sake of ‘keeping your characters real’? 

Right now, erotica sells, even if it is poorly written. The world hungers for things of the flesh, to be satisfied, excited, or feel alive. But as Christians who write, should we take readers ‘behind closed doors’ as most Christian publishers would describe it? We may cause them to stumble, or to fantasize about things or people that they shouldn’t. In Matthew 12: 36 (KJV) it says, “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.” I believe we will also be held accountable for every word we write as well.

Words can incite a riot, cause people to lust, make people angry or even bring them to tears. We have the power to affect other human beings with our words. Will we affect them in a positive way or a negative way for the Kingdom of God?

Have you ever read something that you had to grab a tissue to dab your eyes as you sniffled and pretended it was just your sinuses when someone asked you why you were crying?  Maybe you read something that mentioned all kinds of delicious food and it made you hungry. You may have even laughed out loud when reading? Or clenched your fist and wanted to scream at the characters? 

I love to watch people as they read my stories so that I can watch the person’s facial expressions. I enjoy eliciting feelings out of readers. Especially when I can make someone smile or laugh. Even if some of my stories may have a more serious tone, I will often add humor within secondary characters because no matter if one person’s world feels like it is crumbling, it doesn’t mean that everyone (or every character) is in that dark place. We have the ability to affect their emotions and sometimes their thought patterns.

A woman from my church read a story I wrote over a decade ago, and it made her think about sin differently than she had before. In the story, Honorable Intentions, the heroine had become pregnant when she was younger and her mother encouraged her to stay in church during her pregnancy because everyone struggles with sin—just her sin, or the results of it, were more visible than maybe something else another person was dealing with. The woman said she had never thought about it that way. A couple years later, her own teenage daughter became pregnant and she continued to go to church throughout her pregnancy. We may not know who we are reaching, but hopefully we are leaving a positive impact on the lives of others.

Reflection:

How will you use your words?

Prayer:

Father, help guide my thoughts and my writing. May I never cause anyone to stumble and may I never have to apologize to you or anyone else for causing them to stumble. Amen.
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Day 2

“For I am the Lord your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you.’” Isaiah 41:13

I was doomed. The knot in my stomach, distracted thoughts, twitching legs, all confirmed my dark destiny.

In the midst of writing my second novel for my publisher, the pressure of deadline and the desire to be brilliant along with the hard struggle of writing a novel had robbed me of peace.

While the plot was formed in my mind, the characters were still coming alive as I wrote, changing, alluding me. And there was more research to be done!

One spring morning, during prayer at church, I hit the wall.

“Lord, I can’t do this. You have to help me. I have no idea what I’m doing, and if I have to fail, I’m willing, but please help me.”

At that moment I glanced down at my open Bible and my eyes landed on Isaiah 41:13. “For I am the Lord your God, who upholds your right hand, Who says to you, ‘Do not fear, I will help you.’”

The words jumped off the page and into my heart. Peace. Throughout those subsequent writing days, I prayed the verse over and over, reminding God and me of His promise. 

However, about a month before deadline, struggling again, I pressed my head to the kitchen table. “I thought you said you were going to help me.”

“What makes you think I’m not?”

I sat up. “Because it’s hard.”

Ever sense God laughing? Yeah, me too. Just because it’s hard doesn’t mean He’s not in it.

Writing is hard. Get over the idea or notion it’s fun, easy-breezy and a snap. Align your thoughts and actions with the reality it takes hard work and perspiration to produce a well-written article, devotion, poem, song or book.

But also align your heart with the truth that God is with you. He will help you.

Reflection:

Are you agreeing with negative thoughts that God is not with you? That He’s abandoned you? That He is not for you?

Prayer:

Lord, I renew my mind by agreeing with Your promises. I don’t have to see them or feel them to know Your Word and promises are true. I know you are with me. Strengthen me in my weakness and cause my heart to grasp and live out all You have planned for me. Today as I go off to write, I know You are with me, helping me. I trust you. Even when it’s hard. Amen.
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Day 3

Then God said, “Abraham ... take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering  on a mountain I will show you.” —Genesis 22:1-2

Uh ... I don’t know about you, but this has never been one of my favorite Scriptures. I mean, yes, I know it’s a foreshadow of what God did for us with His Son, so in the spiritual sense, it’s truly a powerful and moving story.

But to my human side, the one that clings to my husband, kids, family and writing career? It’s a littttttttttle tough to take and a Scripture I always tended to avoid. So when I fasted Amazon and emails recently to seek God about the direction of my writing career, guess what He taught me?

Yep, you got it—the Abraham Factor.

You see, while reading Catherine Marshall’s Something More, I came to the chapter, “The Prayer of Relinquishment.” Giving God our heart’s desire—in this case, success as a writer—and actively trusting that He knows best and will do the best for us. In essence, it's becoming as little children who totally trust the Father, not only accepting His will, but embracing it with the mindset that He loves us and will work all things out for our good.

Catherine Marshall carefully points out that there is a difference between acceptance and resignation—“one is positive, the other negative. Acceptance is creative, resignation sterile.” Acceptance opens the door of hope wide, while resignation slams it shut. One says God is good and loves us, the other says He is harsh and doesn’t care. Neither is easy when it means relinquishing the desires of our heart, but “acceptance” promises that God knows best and will bless our obedience with a greater good. 

In the Garden of Gethsemane (Mark 14:36), Jesus prayed, “Abba, Father, everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” With this prayer of relinquishment, Jesus laid His will, His desires, His life on the altar just like Abraham, whose trust in God was so strong, he told his traveling companions that “We (he and Isaac) will worship and then we will come back to you.” As we all know, God stayed Abraham’s hand that day, providing a ram for the sacrifice instead. 

But as Catherine Marshall states, in the case of God’s Son, Jesus’s heart-wrenching prayer “was not answered as the human Jesus wished. And yet power has been flowing from His cross ever since.” She goes on to say that, “that is why it should not surprise us that at the center of answered prayer, lies the prayer of relinquishment.”  

The prayer of relinquishment. Not an easy one to pray, but one I’ve learned brings the most peace and hope
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