

    
        
          The Lost Maps of Christopher Columbus: Exploring the Journeys of the Great Navigator

        

        
        
          History Books For Kids, Volume 2

        

        
        
          Shah Rukh

        

        
          Published by Shah Rukh, 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      THE LOST MAPS OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS: EXPLORING THE JOURNEYS OF THE GREAT NAVIGATOR

    

    
      First edition. November 21, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Shah Rukh.

    

    
    
      Written by Shah Rukh.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Prologue

Chapter 1: Dreams of Sailing Across the Unknown

Chapter 2: Ships Fit for a Bold Adventure

Chapter 3: The Call of the Atlantic Winds

Chapter 4: Mysteries of the Open Sea

Chapter 5: Ancient Maps and Uncharted Waters

Chapter 6: Life Aboard the Santa María

Chapter 7: The Crew's Fear of the Endless Ocean

Chapter 8: First Sight of the New World

Chapter 9: Encounters with Island People

Chapter 10: The Quest for Gold and Spices

Chapter 11: Challenges of Navigating the Caribbean

Chapter 12: The Return Journey to Spain

Chapter 13: Facing Doubts and Disbelief

Chapter 14: Mapping the First Discoveries

Chapter 15: Preparing for the Second Expedition

Chapter 16: Exploring Beyond the Islands

Chapter 17: New Lands and New Questions

Chapter 18: The Final Voyage of a Determined Explorer

Chapter 19: The Legacy of Columbus's Maps

Chapter 20: How the World Changed Forever

Epilogue

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Prologue
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Long before GPS and satellite maps, when vast oceans were mysterious and uncharted, there lived a man with an extraordinary dream. Christopher Columbus was no ordinary sailor. He imagined a world connected not by borders but by the courage to explore the unknown. His dream? To find a route to the fabled lands of the East by sailing west—a daring idea that challenged what most people believed at the time.

In the 1400s, maps were incomplete, filled with strange creatures and warnings of danger. For many, the edges of the known world marked the end of everything. But Columbus was different. He saw those edges as beginnings, gateways to discoveries that could change the course of history.

This is the story of his epic journeys—of the trials, triumphs, and the maps that guided him and those he created along the way. Maps that not only recorded his travels but also sparked imaginations and reshaped how people saw the Earth.

From the bustling ports of Spain to the uncharted waters of the Atlantic, and from peaceful islands to treacherous storms, Columbus's adventures were as thrilling as any tale of heroism and discovery. As you read on, you’ll uncover the secrets behind his maps, the challenges he faced, and how his daring spirit opened up a new chapter in human history.

The maps may be faded now, but their stories still inspire us to seek the unknown. Are you ready to set sail and follow the trails of one of history’s most famous explorers? Let the adventure begin!
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Chapter 1: Dreams of Sailing Across the Unknown
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A long time ago, before people had maps like we do today, the world felt mysterious and vast. Many believed that if you sailed too far, you might fall off the edge of the Earth! Others thought there were sea monsters waiting to swallow ships whole. But in the middle of all this fear and uncertainty, there were brave dreamers who couldn’t stop thinking about what might be out there beyond the horizon. One of those dreamers was Christopher Columbus. He was fascinated by the idea of exploring the unknown, even when others thought it was impossible.

Christopher Columbus grew up in Genoa, Italy, a bustling city by the sea. As a young boy, he loved listening to sailors' stories about distant lands, glittering treasures, and adventures on the open ocean. He was amazed by tales of lands no one in Europe had ever seen. These stories sparked his imagination and filled his head with dreams of finding new places and making discoveries of his own. He wasn’t just interested in hearing about adventures; he wanted to have them.

Back then, most people thought the Earth was flat or that you couldn’t sail all the way around it. They believed the only way to reach places like India and China, which were famous for their silk, spices, and gold, was to travel over land. This journey was long, dangerous, and full of obstacles like deserts and mountains. But Columbus had heard about new ideas from scholars who suggested the Earth might be round. If that were true, he thought, then maybe there was a faster way to reach those riches—by sailing west across the Atlantic Ocean.

This idea might sound exciting now, but in Columbus’s time, it seemed like madness to many. People laughed at the thought of sailing into the unknown. They said it was too risky and that the ocean was endless. But Columbus didn’t let their doubts stop him. He started studying everything he could about navigation, maps, and the stars. Sailors used the stars to guide their ships, and Columbus became an expert at this skill. He believed in his dream so much that he began searching for someone who would support his daring plan.

Columbus’s dream wasn’t just about adventure. He wanted to find a better trade route to Asia to make it easier for merchants to buy and sell goods. If his idea worked, it would make him famous and wealthy, and it would also bring great riches to the people who helped him. But convincing someone to fund his journey wasn’t easy. For years, Columbus asked kings and queens across Europe for ships and supplies, but they all said no. They didn’t believe in his vision and thought it was too expensive and risky. Still, Columbus refused to give up.

Finally, after years of trying, Columbus found supporters in Spain. Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain were curious about his ideas. They wanted Spain to become more powerful and thought that Columbus’s journey might bring them wealth and new territories. So, in 1492, they agreed to give him three ships: the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa María. Columbus was overjoyed. At last, his dream of sailing across the unknown was about to come true.

Before setting sail, Columbus and his crew prepared for the journey. They gathered food, water, and supplies, knowing they would be at sea for a long time. Many of the sailors were nervous. They didn’t know what they might find—or if they would ever return. But Columbus reassured them with his confidence and determination. He believed so strongly in his dream that his courage inspired the men to follow him.

As the ships sailed away from Spain, Columbus felt a mix of excitement and fear. He knew he was heading into uncharted waters where no one knew what lay ahead. The ocean stretched out before them like a vast, blue mystery, and every wave seemed to whisper the promise of discovery. For weeks, the sailors battled storms, hunger, and homesickness. Some of them began to doubt Columbus’s dream and wanted to turn back. But Columbus never lost faith. He kept his eyes on the horizon, convinced that something amazing was waiting just beyond their sight.

Columbus’s dreams of sailing across the unknown were more than just about finding a new trade route or becoming famous. They were about courage, curiosity, and the belief that there is always more to discover in the world. His determination to chase his dreams, even when others doubted him, showed the power of perseverance and imagination. Though he didn’t know it at the time, his journey would change the world forever, opening the door to new lands, cultures, and possibilities.

Dreaming of the unknown takes bravery, especially when others think your ideas are impossible. Columbus’s story reminds us that exploring, asking questions, and daring to go beyond what we know can lead to incredible discoveries. Even though he faced many challenges and made mistakes along the way, his dream to sail into the unknown inspired generations of explorers to follow in his wake, proving that the greatest adventures begin with a dream and the courage to chase it.
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Chapter 2: Ships Fit for a Bold Adventure
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In the days of Christopher Columbus, sailing across the open ocean was one of the most dangerous and daring things a person could do. The ships of that time were not the massive metal vessels we see today; they were small, wooden, and vulnerable to the mighty power of the sea. To venture into the unknown required ships that were strong, reliable, and capable of surviving fierce storms and long journeys. Columbus's dream of exploring uncharted waters could only come true if he had the right ships for the job, and that is where the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa María came into the picture.

These three ships were very different from the ones we’re used to now. They were called caravels and a carrack, types of sailing ships that were widely used during the Age of Exploration. Caravels, like the Niña and the Pinta, were known for being small and nimble. They were perfect for exploring because they could travel quickly, turn easily, and sail close to shore if needed. The Santa María, on the other hand, was a carrack, which meant it was larger and sturdier but also slower and harder to maneuver. Each ship had a specific purpose, and together they made a fleet that Columbus hoped would be fit for his bold adventure.

The Niña, whose full name was Santa Clara, was Columbus’s favorite ship. It was about 50 feet long and had a narrow, sleek design. The Ni
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