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BUT | GUESS THINGS DON'T ALWAYS
HAPPEN THE WAY | THINK THEY WILL.

THE FOURTH DAY AFTER WE GOT BACK TO THE ACADEMY, MY MOTHER CAME.

STILL HAVE THINGS /
TO TEACH ME. _/






OPS/images/008.jpg





OPS/images/007.jpg
1 WAS SUPPOSED TO TAKE MY QUALIFIER EXA,

UT SOMETHING KIND OF CAME Ui

SUDDENLY, ALL THE ROYAL FAMILIES WERE IN DANGER. GIVEN THAT | GO TO A SCHOOL
EXCLUSIVELY FOR ROYALTY, THAT MESSED UP THE WINTER-BREAK PLANS A LITTLE BIT—

NONE OF THE PARENTS WANTED THEIR KIDS TRAVELING, SO WE WERE ALL BUNDLED OFF TO A SKI
RESORT FOR THE BREAK. WE WERE SUPPOSED TO STAY SAFE, BUT SOME HAD DIFFERENT PLANS.

1 KEEP REMINDING MYSELF WE'RE ALL B
ONLY HERE BECAUSE OF A TRAGEDY. [
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LISSA HAS POWER OVER SPIRIT, WHICH SHE CAN USE TO CONTROL PEOPLE. SHE
ALSO KIND OF BROUGHT ME BACK TO LIFE ONCE. WE NOW HAVE A BOND BETWEEN
US, SO I CAN FEEL WHAT SHE FEELS, AND | KNOW WHEN SHE IS IN DANGER.

STRIGOI: THOSE WE HAVE
TO PROTECT LISSA FROM

r 1 5 | ]

AT
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ST. VLADIMIR'S ACADEMY IS JUST LIKE ANY OTHER HIGH
B | SCHOOL. WELL, WITH MAYBE A FEW DIFFERENCES . . . i

| S NN I
"‘\’\1»:/ Vs

FOR ONE, MY BEST FRIEND IS A PRINCESS. HER NAME IS
LISSA, AND SHE’S THE ONLY ONE LEFT IN HER ROYAL FAMILY—
THE DRAGOMIRS. SHE IS A MOROI, BUT WE'LL GET TO THAT. i

FOR TWO, | AM LISSA’S GUARDIAN—ROSE HATHAWAY. AT ST. VLADIMIR'S,
WE GUARDIANS ARE TRAINED TO PROTECT THE ROYALTY, WHICH MEANS |
BASICALLY GO TO SCHOOL TO LEARN TO KICK BUTT. | AM A DHAMPIR, AND
IT’S MY JOB TO PROTECT LISSA FROM THE STRIGOI. WE’LL GET TO THAT, TOO.

HIS NAME IS DIMITRI, AND HE'S A
DHAMPIR GUARDIAN, LIKE ME. HE ALSO
HAS TO PROTECT LISSA, SO IF WE SPEND
ALL OUR TIME GETTING HOT AND HEAVY
WITH EACH OTHER, IT MEANS THAT LISSA IS
IN DANGER. AND NOTHING IS WORTH THAT.
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E,
ISN'T IT? YOU REALL)
ARE ASSIGNED TO
CHRISTIAN.
-

WELL, IT'M GLAD YOU'RE
THE ONE WATCHING
HIM. AFTER ALL,
YOU'RE THE BEST.

~

OH! T WANTED 3 LISSA COULD DO AMAZING THINGS WITH HER SPIRIT POWERS,
TO TELL L BUT USING THEM MADE HER DEPRESSED AND SUICIDAL.
you—T 6oT — - —!
PERMISSION! I 3

" YOU'RE GOING
0 STOP TAKING
YOUR MEDS?

SHE’S BEEN TAKING
ANTIDEPRESSANTS,
BUT AS LONG AS SHE'S

TAKING THEM, SHE
CAN'T USE HER MAGIC.
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YOURS S STRANGE.

LIKE YOU'VE GOT A
SHADOW SURROLINDING
YOU. I CAN'T GET A
FIX ON IT.

HEY, ROSE, HAVE T
MENTIONED YOUR AURA
TO YOU BEFORE?

W

YEAH, ONCE. You
SAID IT WAS DARK OR
SOMETHING. WHY?

Jﬁn HARD TO EXPLAIN. AURAS
ARE STRANGE. THEY EBB
AND FLOW AND CHANGE
COLORS, GET DARKER
AND LIGHTER. IT'S
LIKE SEEING INTO
SOMEONE'S SOUIL.

YOU'VE
BEEN DRINKING,
HAVEN'T YOU?'

JUST ENOUGH
TO TAKE THE
EDGE OFF.

HEY! YOU'RE
TOO GOOD TO USE A
TRASH CAN?

ABOVE THE
RULES, ROSE!
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1 CAN'T BELIEVE THEY DID THIS TO M ADRIAN, YOU ARE THE
M SUPPOSED TO BE WITH LIS. LAST PERSON T WANT
o

TO SEE RIGHT NOW.

CRuMBLE
Ff?lW//'
{

DHAMPIR?

7 WHAT,

EVEN WITH

MY PRETTY
FACE?

SMOKING'S NOT
ALLOWED ON CAMPLUS,
YOU KNOW.

THEN IT'S A GOOD
THING I'M NOT REALLY
A STUDENT. I'M ABOVE

THE RULES.

ANYWAY, CARE
TO TELL ME WHY
YOU'RE IN A MOOD?

I GOT ASSIGNED
CHRISTIAN FOR MY
FIELD EXPERIENCE.

WOW. IN
LIGHT OF THAT,
YOU'RE REMARKABLY
CALM.

OH, CHEER UP.
CHRISTIAN'LL BE
WITH LISSA ALL THE
TIME ANYWAY.
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CHRISTIAN?! YOU'RE
OUT OF YOUR MIND IF YOU
THINK I'M GUARDING HIM!

ROSE! YoUu

DO NOT SPEAK TO
R INSTRUCTORS
IKE THAT. <
E

4 LOOK, T
DON'T MIND. WE
CAN SWITCH ...

= ‘ N

NO. VASILISA
DRAGOMIR IS YOUR
ASSIGNMENT, EDDIE.

CHRISTIAN OZERA
IS YOURS, ROSE.
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WHO AM | KIDDING?
WE'VE BOTH CHANGED.

AL RIGHT,
PEOPLE. LET'S
RECAP THE
RULES.

THIS IS GOING TO BE

GREAT! SIX WEEKS OF NO \

CLASSES, JUST ME AND = —
LISSA HANGING OUT, AND
ALL | GOTTA DO IS WRITE
UP A HALF-PAGE FIELD
REPORT ONCE A DAY.

/j l

AFTER YOU HEAR
YOUR NAME, COME
AND GET YOUR
INFORMATION PACKET
FROM GUARDIAN
BELIKOV.

COLLEGE! NO MORE RULES, JUST US 0N OUR
OWN. ME, LISSA, DIMITRI AND .
CHRISTIAN. | GUESS. MAYBE HE’LL FLUNK OUT

/\\\1

YOUR NAME AND
THEN ANNOLINCE
WHO YOU'VE BEEN

YOU'LL BE ON DUTY
SIX DAYS A WEEK. YOU
WILL ACCOMPANY YOUR
MOROI EVERYWHERE.
ATTACKS FROM ADULT
GUARDIANS MAY COME
AT ANY TIME, SO BE

READY FOR
THEM.

T'LL CALL

PAIRED WITH.
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THIS IS IT. THE BIG DAY.

THE START OF OUR FIELD EXPERIENCE.

| I| ‘
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HE’S CHANGED A LOT SINCE
MASON DIED. HE’S NOT AS
LIGHTHEARTED.
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