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			Some Opening Words
and Acknowledgments

			Well ‘Comp,’ you and I quit business at Lynchburg, but the boys got into it in the valley under Sheridan. I have seen but very little said in the papers about the 13th Regt. But it is often said, and it has been my experience, that the bravest and those who did the most, say the least. This may be the case with the 13th W.Va.

			 

			—Fred Ohlinger,
Private Company D 13th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment to the “Editor of the Pomeroy, Ohio Leader”, dated “Haines City, Florida, March 9, 1913”, “Fred and ‘Comp’ Get in Touch After Almost 50 Years,” Pomeroy, Ohio Leader No. 342, pp. 127-128, courtesy of Terry Lowery.

			 

			 

			How much can be told 150 years later about a regiment of men that “say the least”? Apparently, quite a bit. Were they among the bravest as supposed by Fred Ohlinger? Here follows the story of a regiment with tremendous grit and resilience — “the gamest set of fellows”— who looked to themselves and time and again stood their ground with unflinching courage; who sacrificed, loved freedom and their country. It is a “simple story” that perhaps now more than ever, needs telling and bears re-telling, that it may “be engraved upon the hearts of the American people in letters of fire.”

			Many people generously shared their time, talent, research, expertise, enthusiasm and encouragement for this project, and without them it would never have come to be. Finding out about the “Bloody 13th,” who they were and what they did, became pretext for adventure, travel through beautiful country and meeting marvelous people and I would not have missed a moment of it. I am humbled and supremely grateful for the opportunity and for all of the help, received over a period of some 20 years in pressing forward this project. I would like to thank all of my family (many now ‘beyond the veil’), most especially my husband, Bruce, and son, Donald, for going with me to hunt up old camps and battlegrounds in East and West Virginia—rollicking trips in the heat and dust of Virginia summers armed with maps (old and new); James E. Taylor’s drawings; and various verbal descriptions of battles and fields and for, as a general rule, affording me, ‘lo, these many years, time and opportunity to collect research and to write. Heartfelt thanks to my husband for his encouragement and invaluable input. Librarians and archivists from Kansas to the eastern seaboard made available important materials and my gratitude goes out to them, each and all. Special thanks to Terry Lowery with the Charleston Archives and History Library for all of his help; to Mike Musick at the National Archives; Michael Greenburg at the Bethesda Medical History Library; Darl Stephenson; Larry Strayer; Dr. Richard Summers at Carlisle Barracks Army History Library; Richard Hunt; Elijah Myers and to Robin Surface for her creative work, candor and expertise in guiding the publication of this volume.
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			In Letters of Fire

			A number of contemporary speakers and writers commented upon the particular and often precarious position of Union volunteers in Western Virginia, of the extreme nature of their service, their devotion and the extraordinary sacrifices made by them in the early months of the Rebellion. Here are two examples. W.H.H. Flick, Department Commander of the Department of West Virginia, G.A.R. speaking at the Department’s 2nd Annual Encampment held at Parkersburg, West Virginia, March 20, 1884 noted the following:

			 

			In the North how easy it was for a young man to enter the service of his country! He was born along on the wave of popular excitement. Public sentiment made the raw recruit a hero. — The rostrum, the bench, the bar and the pulpit praised and applauded him. The smiles of youth and beauty, and the blessings of the aged and venerable were showered upon him like rain. How well I remember the departure of my own regiment for the front — the crowded streets, the cheering multitudes, the streaming banners and the waving hankerchiefs! How proudly we stepped! What heroes we were in our own estimation! And how all this changed when we crossed Mason and Dixon’s line. […]

			The silent and gloomy streets through which we then marched, the closed shutters, the sullen looks of the few remaining men and the open and bitter hostility of the women! Then for the first time did we fully realize that we had entered upon a struggle which would be long, fierce and bloody. With you it was different. From the first you knew all this and more, you were citizens of the section which was to be the theater of the war. In opposition to you was arrayed the wealth of your State, a violent public sentiment and your State officials, the threats of the bench, the eloquence of the bar, and thunders of the pulpit, and even in many instances you were threatened by the hands of your nearest relatives. Yet with [a pure and true devotion] you took your muskets, and in behalf of the Union of these States, dashed into the thickest of the fight. There is a courage vastly superior to the courage which enables a soldier to die bravely on the field of battle, and that is courage to stand by ones convictions of right upon all circumstances and in spite of all danger. That courage was exhibited by you and your Comrades from the Southland.

			 

			—W.H.H. Flick,
Department Commander, “Address of Department Commander” in Proceedings of the 2nd Annual Encampment of the Department of West Virginia G.A.R. held at Parkersburg, West Virginia March 20, 1884, Goulden & Reilly, 1884, p. 4.

			 

			Major General George Crook addressing a re-union of the Army of West Virginia in 1884 spoke the following:

			 

			It is good that we should revive the feelings of devotion to our great country, its laws, its integrity, its grandeur, which strengthened us in the darkest hour of our terrific struggle, and made us face unflinchingly and without murmur,—cold and hunger, sickness, danger and death, that the Union—One and Indivisible, should not perish from the face of the Earth. […] You men of West Va., […] I know your sacrifices, I know of the homes, the wives and children whom the call of your country compelled you to leave. Few soldiers in other armies had the same experiences to endure, or the same sacrifices to make. The Mountains of West Virginia furnished as a class the purest patriots in the army. They fought for love of freedom, for love of country.

			The Mountainer is always free.

			The time will come when your simple story of love of country and devotion to principle shall be engraved upon the hearts of the American people in letters of fire […].

			 

			—Maj. Gen. George Crook,
U.S. Army, Address at the re-union of the Army of West Virginia, at Cumberland, Maryland, September 1884, pp. 1-2.

			Heidi C. Eads-Jones, M.A.

			Martinsville, Indiana, in the 157th year since the regiment was mustered in.
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			Before the War and Including 1862

			“Before the war the principal amusement[s] for the boys were fighting, pitching quoits [tossing horseshoes at a spike in the ground] and footracing.”

			 

			—John L. Mason
to the State Gazette, “A Reminiscence. West Columbia of a Half Century Ago Contrasted With the West Columbia of Today. Second Letter,” State Gazette, Point Pleasant, W.Va., June 24, 1909 in History of Mason County, W.Va. Accession # 203668, Cabell County Public Library, Huntington, West Virginia.

			 

			The “ordeal […] as it is to solve, in no small degree,
[is] man’s capacity fort self-government!
[…] ‘Who would be a traitor knave?
Who would fill a coward’s grave?
Who so base as be a slave?
Let HIM — turn and flee!’”

			 

			—“WEST VIRGINIA”
to the Ironton Register, Oct. 6, 1863, p. 2.

			 

			“[…] if the Federal army attempted to invade the Kanawha Valley, they would have to march over the dead body of every Union man in the Kanawha Valley before they reached Charleston.”

			 

			—Kanawha Republican, 1861
as quoted in the Point Pleasant Weekly Register,
Nov. 3, 1864, p.3.

			 

			The overwhelming majority of people in the 1860s, in both North and South, were conservatives: fiscal and social conservatives. The 1830s, ’40s and ’50s had been a period of westward expansion and the issue of whether to permit the extension of slavery into new States compelled a largely conservative population to deal with questions of sovereignty and national identity; how broad the individual’s right of self-determination and what of the individual’s relationship to the government both Federal and State? The institution of American slavery, a tainted thing that had really nothing but the property rights argument to support it, was a can that had long been kicked down the road by politicians but an impasse was reached, and the struggle to deal with questions of sovereignty rent the nation and the fabric of American society.

			The Atlantic trade in slaves hit a peak in the 1780s but after the turn of the century began to decline. Britain and the United States had abolished the slave trade in 1807 and in 1833, Britain passed an act directing the gradual abolishing of slavery in all her territories and colonies. Other European nations followed suit. The transition effected by passage of anti-slavery laws abroad was hardly a blip on the United States radar. That on this side of the Atlantic, terrible Civil War had to be fought to the utter exhaustion of one side to settle the matter, when elsewhere slavery had been ended under the weight of its own economic inefficiency, if not for moral reasons, is a strange thing for a nation founded upon the principles that “[a]ll men are born equally free and independent and have certain inherent natural rights” of which they cannot be “deprived nor divested of,” namely “the enjoyment of liberty,” the means of earning a livelihood, acquisition and ownership of property, “and happiness.”1

			In the Virginia counties west of the Alleghenies and in areas of the “Old Dominion” where the Quaker Church had exerted an influence, it had long been recognized that the institution of slavery was counter-productive to efficient utilization of resources, economic prosperity and community development. It was especially ruinous to the white trade and laboring class trying to eke out a living in competition with slave labor, which could be had for hire more cheaply and according to one view, required far less supervision. Neither were immigrants keen to settle where slave labor was widely used.2 In addition, slavery was protected by the laws of the land, by the arbitrary “three-fifths person” standard for purposes of taxation and voting. The Great Compromise setting a slave at just three-fifths of a person was passed at the 1787 United States Constitutional Convention. It established how slaves would be counted for apportionment purposes, that is, for representation in Congress, but it also cut in favor of slave owners for purposes of taxation. The Compromise was not only critical to ratification of the new national Constitution for the loose confederation of independent States then comprising the United States of America, but it allowed the slave-holding interest to largely dominate the U.S. government until Lincoln took office in 1861. In Western Virginia, the State “born of the storm,” the slave-holding interest controlled until the northwestern counties seceded from Virginia. Just as the Virginia Treason Act was being read in court houses in the western counties making it treasonable to speak in favor of the Union,3 a new state government was set up by an audacious group of individuals over a two week period in June 1861, at what is known as the 2nd Wheeling Convention. This reorganization of the western counties upon a basis loyal to the Northern Union flew in the face of both the mother state and in the face of the entire Southern Confederacy. It was a terrible embarrassment to Eastern Virginia and Richmond sought by hook or crook to bring the wayward West to heel. Former governor of Virginia, then Confederate Brigadier General Henry A. Wise at once pronounced the resolutions of the 2nd Wheeling Convention of June 13th as outright treason, the people of the counties supporting it to be put down and a considerable number of troops were promptly marshalled and advanced into the Kanawha Valley.4 Again, in Spring of 1862, another concerted attempt was made to coerce the loyal counties in the form of the “Partisan Ranger Acts.”

			In the West it was a dangerous business to be for formation of the new State in any public capacity. All civil and military service that was not pro-South invited severe reprisal. This posture made targets not only of those who attended and spoke at community meetings, who served on committees of safety, as county delegates, as court justices, sheriffs, tax collectors, militiamen and volunteers in the Union army regiments being recruited, but their families and property became targets as well. William W. Harper, a Minister of the Methodist Evangelical Church and officer in the 13th Virginia/West Virginia Infantry Regiment writing in favor of the New State movement had this to say about “Eastern despotism:”

			 

			If you want the world to know that you are at heart a rebel and deeply in sympathy with treason. If you want to do a kind act for the Southern Confederacy, if you want to please such men as Jeff Davis, Rhett, Yancey, Cobb, Keit, Wise, Letcher, Toombs, Pryor. Wigfall, &c., if you want to fill all rebeldom with shouts of joy over the defeat of this great and noble project, and one vote alone will do it. Then sir, you had better cast your vote against the new State.

			If you want to worse than throw away the vast sums of money already expended by the loyal people of West Virginia, in their honest struggles to shake off the yoke, that Eastern despotism has placed upon them. Then vote against a new State.

			If you want to thwart and render null and void all our efforts hitherto to build up for ourselves and our children, a government at once, grand and glorious and which will secure to all the rights of freemen. Then vote against the new State.

			If you want to heap upon the people of West Virginia a burthen of taxation to help pay the expenses of this Southern rebellion, that will grind you and them down for twenty generations to come, and perhaps not one single dollar [go] in the benefit of those from whom it has been extorted. Then vote against a new State.

			If you want to establish a government under which no man can exercise the right of suffrage, unless he is worth $5,000 or has a few negroes, and where all the power is in the hands of an aristocracy.5 Then vote against a new State.

			If you want to establish permanently and forever the system of human slavery. If you want to set up a slave market where human beings are sold like horses and mules and where fathers will sell their own offspring, and under the cover of which is perpetrated crimes so heinous and revolting, that even a devil might shudder to commit them, and which ignores and puts to blush, every sentiment and principle of the christian religion. Then we say vote against the new State.6

			 

			While many Southern Democrats viewed the conflict as merely a political one, an opportunity for “Black abolitionist Republicans” to reduce the political dominance of the Democratic South, and indeed it was that as well, it is probably no stretch to say that all realized that slavery was at bottom the cause of the differences between Northerners, Southerners, Eastern and Western Virginians, in families and between the sexes. Virginia churches such as the Methodist Episcopal Churches North and South divided over the morality and legality of enslaving a people and the so-called “mulattoes” that populated many if not all Southern plantations served as evidence to wives, sisters, daughters and neighbors that their menfolk had a yen for their black slave-women. For the conservative and by-and-large religious population as then comprised the United States, slavery, though tolerated, was uncomfortable. It was a tainted thing that had to be dressed up under names such as “our peculiar institution,” sanitized and politicized under the argument of “States’ rights.” To quote Barbara Holland from her excellent article on the 18th and 19th century penchant for dueling: “Indeed the Civil War itself, and the Southern response to it, sometimes seems more an affair of honor than a war, involving what might be called collective personal pride more than common sense or public advantage.”7 Certainly, those who fought bravely for the Southern Confederacy deserved a better cause than to keep enslavement of a race on the table as an option; and it would have been far better for all of us, if the cause had never been argued under the rubric of “States’ rights”. All of this of course is moot but for the shudder of consequences still felt today as a result of it and for the necessity of laying some historical groundwork as we take up consideration of how the 13th West Virginia came to be needed, recruited and organized.

			On April 13th, 1861, Fort Sumter fell. April 17th, the Virginia State legislature convened at Richmond in irregular session and voted to secede from the Union. On May 23rd, 1861, voters in the State of Virginia voted on two issues: secession and an amendment to the State Constitution that would lift the State limitation on slaves held as property for purposes of taxation. 13th West Virginia companies were recruited predominantly from the northwestern Virginia counties of Mason, Cabell, Wayne, Jackson, Putnam, and Kanawha. Results for these two referenda from these counties where voting records survive (taking also into account the very real possibility of tampering and destruction of records) indicate a solid majority against secession: Mason County, 119 for secession 1841 against; Cabell County, 232 for secession 882 against; Wayne County, 204 for secession and 427 against; Kanawha County, 520 for secession and 1697 against; Putnam County, 216 for and 695 against; and records of the Jackson County vote not found.8

			Dan Rice, from Erie County, Pennsylvania, an ardent advocate for preservation of the Union had been hard at work for “the last six months” speaking out against secession and he was at the time of May 23rd referendum in Western Virginia “giving full scope to his patriotism and eloquence.” On Election Day, he visited several of his old friends in Mason City,9 decried secession and commended Mason City and Mason County “citizens and Volunteers” for voting against secession.10 Rice spoke passionately to citizens and soldiers and a description of the occasion and transcription of his speech was recorded in Gibbs’ history of Mason City:

			The soldiers and citizens of [Mason City] aware of the fact, [that Rice was in town] called all hands to muster, waited on Dan, and through a committee, requested him to address them on the political aspect of the present crisis. He, though somewhat reluctant, acquiesced, mounted the rostrum rudely and hurriedly prepared amid the rolling of the drum, the shrieking of the fife, the waving of the National Emblem, the cheers of the men, and the smiles of ladies, and then proceeded to grant their request. [A synopsis of a part of his speech is the following:]

			Fellow-citizens and Volunteers of Mason City:

			During the past few weeks my ears have been shocked by the cries of secession, uttered by those whom I had always loved with heartfelt tenderness—men who were my friends in the dark days of tribulation—men who but a year or two ago would have struck to earth as a dastard he who would have dared to sow in this happy land the seed of discord. I believe that in the seceding States already the throes of the fetus of monarchy, the coming shadow of discord, the approaching footsteps of the dragon dissolution, have completely paralyzed them.11 Surely Satan has been loosed for a season, and his fiery breath is drying up the wells of loyalty. Would there were more men in the forum and tripod South like Parson Brownlow and Andrew Johnson, of Tennessee, who dare write their thoughts and are not afraid to speak them.12 But exclusive power and coercion rule, and well-meaning men have bowed their necks to receive the yoke of oppression, and unlike you, have lacked the moral courage to step forth and in a proud tone exclaim to the leaders of the rebellion, This far shalt thou go and no farther. Yes, my fellow citizens, whether to the manor born, or children of the United States by adoption, you have nobly done your work to-day and indelibly stamped upon the historical pages of this country acts that will not cause your posterity to blush when future time shall point them to the record. This evening as the sun hies him to his golden couch, and your cannon proclaims the Union men’s triumph, the hills and valleys of your sister State, Ohio, will reverberate with joy, and before old Sol shall have risen, the lightning conductor, that fleet courier, the telegraph will make the whole country aware, that the fires of liberty have not resolved themselves into ashes, nor have the favored altars set up by our patriotic sires of ’76 been overturned. (Cheers) […]

			I assure you, men in arms, that you are not to meet ordinary men in the coming conflict. The Southern soldiers are not cowards, although their leaders are demagogues and speculators. […] You wish the banner of independence to stand where our forefathers planted it, they wish to flaunt a foreign rag in its stead. Never let this be done, and although the field of carnage may be more deeply reddened by your blood, remember the escutcheon of your country must never be stained by the rapacious hand of speculation. […].13

			 

			Ultimately of course, while Mason County voted against secession in the referendum of May 23rd, the ordinance was in short order pronounced carried and ratified by a majority of Virginians. This placed the pro-Union people of Western Virginia in a “peculiar position” to quote language from a speech made by (then “Mr.”) Arthur Boreman to the convention of pro-Union delegates assembled at Wheeling in the critical days after the results of the Statewide vote became known. Boreman simply and elegantly explained their “peculiar position:”

			[W]e are awakened by the astounding announcement in one section of our country that we have no government worthy of our support, and the announcement is at once accompanied by a rebellion to throw off this government under which we have been so long happy and prosperous, and the inauguration of a system such as never would have been countenanced by our fathers. We of Western Virginia are asked to concur in this action. We are placed in a peculiar position. The Convention at Richmond, so far as they have power, have by the passage of an Ordinance of Secession withdrawn us from the Union of our fathers. They submitted their action to a vote of the people, as they proclaimed it, but in a way that made that vote a mockery. The vote in form has ratified the Ordinance of Secession—thus in the estimation of that Convention withdrawing us from the United States of America. Under these circumstances Western Virginia is placed in a peculiar position.

			—Arthur [I.] Boreman,
to the assembly of delegates gathered at the Wheeling Convention, [West] Virginia, June 1861. In Virgil A. Lewis, History of West Virginia. In Two Parts, Philadelphia: Hubbard Brothers, Publishers, 1889, p. 409.

			






			Seizing the Reins

			“We were thrown into the vortex of rebellion by the passage of the ordinance of secession by force of arms, and against the wishes of an overwhelming majority of the legal voters. Troops were sent from East Virginia to excite the people to arms and overawe the patriotic masses. Sensation tales were related,—how the Northern vandals were advancing, burning and plundering private property, and driving innocent women and children to the mountains, when the tread of the federal foot had not been heard east of the Ohio. By glaring and unsurpassed falsities a rebel force was organized. Business was suspended—in fact, the whole region was in a furor of excitement. Projects of vital importance to the public were necessarily abandoned, and private enterprises fearfully crippled. As soon as Federal protection was given, the work of formation of a new State commenced.”

			—A VETERAN,
“West Virginia,” Wheeling Daily Intelligencer,
January 7, 1865, p. 1.

			 

			“Speaking of duels, I think I could wipe out dishonor by crippling the other man, but I don’t see how I could do it by letting him cripple me.”

			—Mark Twain

			 

			“The fighting in Western Virginia was vigorous from the start in 1861 and the fighting continued there until the closing months of the war in 1865. More than 500 military events at over 250 different places, gives some idea of the extent of the war in West Virginia.”

			 

			—Allen Jones,
“Military Events in West Virginia During the Civil War, 1861-1865,” West Va. History, pp. 39-52.

			 

			Virginia’s secession from the Union the previous year had thrown the Northwestern part of the State into chaos. At first there was shock and disbelief as the State joined the Southern confederation. Many offices civic and military were held by Secessionists and they lost no time in seizing the initiative in the name of defending “The Old Dominion” and bringing the rest of the State to heel.14 Immediately upon learning that the Richmond legislature had by vote adopted the secession ordinance, Governor John Letcher mobilized the Virginia militia (the standing army of the State comprised of all able-bodied men whose service was mandated and directed pursuant to the Militia Acts of 1791 and ‘92). Letcher ordered seizure of State arsenals and Virginia State militia companies were called up and committed to service in the army of the Confederate States. Harper’s Ferry and Norfolk arsenals were seized and one presumes that county arsenals were also subject to seizure, however outmoded or deficient these caches may have been. Little is known about what happened to county arsenals in Western Virginia. We know only that there should have been arms, powder and lead. The Federal Militia Act of 1792 directed that militiamen east of the mountains be armed with muskets and that militia west of the mountains were required to be armed with rifles. Further, in 1798 the Virginia General Assembly enacted supplementary laws directing “that each militiaman in the counties on the western waters should always keep ready in addition to his musket or rifle, a half pound of powder and one pound of lead” (Hening’s Virginia “Statutes at Large”). What happened to weapons in the western part of the State is perhaps best expressed in the verse of “A Song” which appeared in the Morgantown Post:

			 

			We too, have felt the tyrants tread

			Indeed we were alarmed

			When usurped power, in Richmond halls,

			Had left us without arms.15

			 

			More is known about the militia companies. When the war broke out in 1861, the Virginia militia consisted of 198 regiments of the line, 92 troops of cavalry, 26 companies of artillery, 111 companies of light infantry and 113 companies of riflemen. This army was called upon for short terms of duty in 1861 by Governor Letcher and by President Lincoln (under the act of March 6th, 1861) but events set in motion by the Virginia Legislature’s adoption of the Secession Ordinance in April of 1861 and Richmond’s adoption of an ordinance on July 1st, 1861 authorizing Governor Letcher to draft men from the militia to fill any insufficiency in the Virginia quota required by the Confederate States, brought about a dissolution of the Virginia Militia in the West as it had been known under the militia acts of the 1790s.16 Instead, the militia reorganized by county, based on loyalty to the Union. These companies in turn formed a nucleus for Union regiments recruited in 1861 and ’62, such as the 13th West Virginia.17

			In the Northwestern part of the state, civil disintegration was the order of the day, business ground to a halt. Private citizens opposed to secession and not wishing to be dragged off into the Confederacy set about restoring the civil and military framework upon a basis loyal to the Northern Union. It took no small amount of courage and nerve to fly in the face of the rising tide. Pro-Southern recruiters, “terror men” and bushwhackers sought to enforce military service in Southern armies and bring the loyal population to heel by undermining and disrupting anti-secessionist/pro-Union efforts to regroup and re-establish local government and military on a loyal footing.

			Immediately, Unionists came to understand that fighting would be necessary and many took to the field singly and in squads to defend their families, property, and neighborhoods.18 Then, a call went out from loyal Western Virginia counties to Washington to send arms and troops. May 13th, 1861, General George B. McClellan assumed command of the military district (the Department of the Ohio) and national troops crossed into Virginia. McClellan was effective on the field and Southern troops and agitators were driven beyond the mountains or into submission.

			Captain R.B. Wilson, a soldier from Ohio, who served with what became the Kanawha Division was among those first troops in blue sent in with McClellan to answer Western Virginia’s first call for help in fighting “the Rebels.” After the war, he set down his war experiences and perceptions of it. In the following excerpt, he outlined the problems of conducting a campaign in the “great natural fortress” that was West Virginia and described operations of the 1861 campaign which quieted the country there to such an extent that it was believed that Western Virginia had been effectively taken out of the military theater, a misapprehension which allowed a slacking off in recruitment and a lull in organization of Western Virginia regiments for the Union (and thus retarded military preparedness) which resulted in fresh alarms when Secessionists re-doubled efforts to retake the State in 1862. Wilson wrote:

			 

			It is difficult to convey to the mind of the reader who is not familiar with it a comprehensive idea of the vast maze of mountains, without range or system or apparent trend, that occupies the entire territory embraced within it. From the headwaters of the Kanawha, diverging eastward to the points of the compass, a few main roads lead out over the intervening mountains to and across the Alleghany and Blue Ridge ranges through seemingly interminable ascents and descents and intricate windings that box the compass and bewilder the traveler. From these main roads by-roads lead off into the mountains, and from these again bridle-paths that penetrate the deep glens and profound solitudes only the mountaineers know where. Out of these latter came the guerrilla and bushwhacker, whose depredations required the sleepless vigilance of the soldiers, and into them they disappeared beyond hope of discovery when hunted to their haunts and homes.

			Into this great natural fortress, then occupied and held by the Confederate forces of Lee, Garnett, Floyd, and Wise, in the early Summer of 1861 entered the little armies of Gens. McClellan and Cox—the former by the Little Kanawha in June, and the latter by the Great Kanawha early in July,—composed chiefly of the first organized Ohio reg[imen]ts. They at once began active hostilities, and each had successful engagements with the enemy before the first battle of Bull Run was fought in the East. Before the 1st of August Wise had been driven back to Sewell Mountain by Cox, and Garnett and Lee to Cheat Mountain by McClellan; only Floyd was left on the Gauley. The successful issue of this campaign led to McClellan being called to the command of the Army of the Potomac, and Rosecrans succeeded him in command of the department.

			Reinforced by a part of Cox’s command, about the 1st of Sept., Rosecrans moved southeastward from Weston, and attacked Floyd in his fortified camp at Carnifax Ferry. Floyd hastily retreated in the night to Sewell M[oun]t[ai]n, where he joined Wise, Garnett, and Lee. Rosecrans followed and Cox advanced from Gauley Bridge, and the combined forces of both armies were confronting each other on Sewell Mountain. Floyd crossed over New River to Cotton Mountain and attacked the camp at Gauley Bridge. A brigade sent to his rear caused him to make a precipitate retreat to Princeton, leaving the road strewn with his wagons and camp
equipage. Lee’s forces then retreated to Lewisburg, and the first campaign in West Virginia was ended with practically the whole of its territory west of the Alleghenies in possession of the Union forces.19

			 

			“Frank H.” Adjutant of the 1st West Virginia Veteran Infantry also wrote a retrospective recalling the hazards of organizing themselves in the early days of the conflict. Veterans of the 5th and 9th West Virginia Infantry Regiments who re-enlisted when their terms of service had expired were consolidated on November 9th, 1864, to form the 1st Veteran Regiment. In recalling the military record of both regiments he began:

			 

			The former old regiments were organized seven miles from each other [both in 1861, the 5th at Ceredo and the 9th at Guyandotte, now a part of Huntington]—about the time Jenkins’ and Clarkson’s notorious raid on Guyandotte; in the days when Jeff. Davis said Beauregard should in a few weeks, take Washington, sack and burn Philadelphia and winter in New York.

			Those who know the trials of the loyal people of Virginia, alone can realize the difficulties in the progress of the organization of Union regiments on that then hostile territory. For the humble Union man or simple hearted boy then to resist the blandishments and threats of powerful, informed and wealthy neighbors, and be ‘a Union man’ and a ‘U.S. Soldier,’ was to bring down on themselves and families derision, abuse and insult, and not seldom, robbing, plundering and murder.

			Posterity, and the soldiers whose homes are in peaceful States, will call to mind that the West Virginia soldier often dared not accept a furlough to visit his home, for fear of being waylaid and shot or captured by his old neighbors.

			Though dispersed, captured and murdered, and with their loyal fellow-citizens made to taste ‘the sweets’ of Libby whenever they were found organizing–they with other Virginia soldiers have, in spite of these discouragements at home and abroad, clung to the old flag with a simplicity and tenacity that has called forth the admiration of their various commanding Generals.

			Before learning the manual of arms they were inducted into the war in West Virginia, under Generals Rosecrans and Cox.20

			 

			On the upside, the successful 1861 campaign in Western Virginia and the small number of regiments left to occupy at key posts (such as Point Pleasant, Charleston and Gauley Bridge) bought time for the loyal population to find their footing, their voice and steadied the Union cause in the Western part of the State. The reins of power had been seized and held by delegates sent from the Western counties to the Wheeling Conventions of summer 1861. They successfully set up what was termed the “Restored” or “Provisional State Government” which pledged loyalty to the Union. This was done without funds or military might to back it up. Virginia had seceded from the Union and the West would secede, not from the Union but from Virginia and form its own State. Organization of the New State comprised of the counties west of the Alleghenies proceeded apace and West Virginia militia companies were to some extent re-organized on a loyal footing.

			Having failed to secure Western Virginia for the Confederacy with her armies, rebel guerrilla bands were being organized with “all the men that could be spared” for the purpose of targeting loyal citizens over the winter (usually the off season for military campaigning). “Accounts from different parts of Western Virginia indicate that the infamous guerrilla warfare, instead of being at an end, is just commencing. There is no doubt that the rebels are organizing these bands daily, and sending them out to plunder and murder loyal citizens,” began an article in the Wheeling Intelligencer.

			In some of the counties where there are no military forces, there is hardly a good horse left. Harrison county alone has lost at least one hundred horses within the past five weeks, and when the bands which are now organizing within the rebel lines are turned loose upon us, there will be no end to the plundering and killing which will follow. A prominent gentleman, with whom we conversed on Saturday, is of the opinion that the rebels, having failed to make any headway in the West with their armies, have decided to organize into guerrillas bands all the men they can spare, with a view of spending the winter in ravaging the country.21

			Governor Pierpont was also not idle in issuing commissions to get up small companies of independent scouts to counter new depredations in the West. Consider the following notice placed by one “Capt. Bill Turner” appealing to Union men on both sides of the Ohio.

			 

			SNAKE HUNTERS!”
Capt. Bill Turner wants One Hundred Snake Hunters!

			GOVERNOR PIERPONT COMMISSIONED me, December 1, 1861, as Captain of Independent Scouts, in the service and pay of the United States, for three years—to Scout in Western Virginia, or where needed. I want persons who have been exiled by the rebels from their homes. If you refuse, you are not worthy of the name or home of a Virginian. I know a number of Ohioans who are just the kind of men I want—brave, energetic men. Fall in! I want men who are men; who will fight to the death; who hate rebels worse than snakes; who have “to do and dare to” in them. Every man whether private or Captain, will be expected to do his duty. […]22

			The above notwithstanding, some quiet prevailed during the winter of ’61—a function of the proximity of military presence. With the new year, however, came a new series of calamitous and catalyzing events to the Union cause and to denizens of the border counties of Western Virginia. Virginia and the Confederate States both passed Partisan Ranger Acts. A war of predation, plunder, detention and murder of private citizens again sparked and spiked in the West after passage of the Ranger acts.23

			Western Virginians rallied and rose to the occasion. In the midst of this new threat a new sense of purpose and commitment to winning a struggle that bore every earmark of being a war of extermination emerged. That remarkable American will to be free, self-determine and self-govern according to one’s own conscience asserted itself and with it a cautious optimism floated to the surface and conjoined to bring about a new force and focus. Public confidence in the Provisional State government rose; the courts re-opened and saw much business conducted; public meetings were held and resolutions of the meetings were published in local papers; election of county and state officers and public referenda on conditions for admittance as a new State in the National Union; organization of militia, Home Guard companies, and opening of recruiting stations complete with pomp and ceremony were set up at what had once been commercial hubs along the rivers; recruiting officers set off for the interior to enlist volunteers unwilling or unable to enroll at stations; and public levies to provide bounties for volunteers, also collection of state taxes … all this and more was realized. On April 17th, 1862, the following invocation was published in the columns of the Weekly Register:

			 

			The Government of Virginia as vindicated and restored by the loyal people of the State, is rapidly gaining strength in the hearts and minds of the people.—When Eastern traitors attempted to disrupt the Union and transfer our State Government to [a] bastard Confederacy, the Western patriots wrested it from their hands and restored it to the people in the Union as it always was—thereby preserving to us—our rights and liberties—under the laws of the land.

			Under it we have Courts and officers elected by the people to render justice and execute the laws.

			And it is a harbinger of better days to see such men as John Laidiley of Cabell, Andrew Parks and George W. Summers of Kanawha, and Jas. W. Hoge of Putnam; not only taking part but as counsel and attorneys taking the oath to uphold and defend the reorganized Government.

			The Circuit Court sat in Wayne on the 20th of March; in Cabell on the 27th of March, in Putnam on the 8th of April. And we are informed that upwards of a hundred indictments were found at the first, nearly as many at the second, and more than half as many at the third.

			The grand juries are thus showing to the outlaws—the fallacy of the Secessionists—that ‘there is no law in the country’—and rebels who rob houses, steal horses, and kidnap quiet citizens because they love the Union, will learn by experience, that the Government of Virginia, restored as it was in the Union is no humbug.24

			 

			The Virginia Partisan Ranger Act had been issued to foil Western Virginia’s bid for Statehood in hopes that the errant western counties might yet be retaken for the Confederacy but the act went too far and people took a stand. Also on the national stage, a threshold had been passed. The Union cause appeared to teeter upon the edge of a knife. McClellan’s disastrous campaign of summer 1862 across the Virginia peninsula and on the Chickahominy; his retreat North; and President Lincoln’s calls for 300,000 more volunteers to fill the shattered and depleted ranks of the army seemed to signal that the Union cause was faltering. This dire aspect served to awaken the people of the North generally to the nature and magnitude of the conflict. In loyal western counties, these recent reverses to the Union arms served to catalyze the new force and focus driving the militarization of loyal Western Virginia with a heightened sense of urgency. The Union had to be saved, their very lives, the future of their children depended on it. Extreme measures had to be taken. Spring and summer, the largely conservative Democratic population of the Northwest, who did not cast their votes for Lincoln and the Republican party, came out from the shadows and were now openly pro-Union. Men from the border, from Western Virginia and Southern Ohio volunteered with a will to fill Western
Virginia regiments. As result of this new force and focus, the immediacy and urgency of the local and national threat, the 13th West Virginia Volunteers was recruited, organized and came to take its place on the “Union line” in the “vast maze of mountains without range or system” and in history.

			






			The Partisan Acts.
Intended and Unintended Consequences

			Union advantage at Philippi, Scary and in the Kanawha, Tygarts and New River Valleys in 1861, seemed to have pushed the border of the Confederacy back from the Ohio River to beyond the Allegheny mountains. General McClellan had even made so bold as to announce that all guerrillas had been driven from Western Virginia. Efforts to organize and equip West Virginia troops slacked off over the winter of 1861-’62 but guerrillas, always an unknown quantity, were quietly gathering and arming. Soon, Virginia secessionists began to clamor that guerrilla type warfare be conducted to subdue and secure the rebellious northwestern part of the State. Virginia Governor John Letcher responded with a Proclamation to the People of Virginia on March 10th, 1862, in which he earnestly invoked ‘[t]he loyal citizens of the west and northwest in counties not herein named [… ] to form guerilla compan[ie]s and strike when least expected once more for the state that gave them birth.’ John Booth of the 36th Ohio Volunteer Infantry added in comment upon Letcher’s invocation, that by this, “the chivalrous Governor of the Old Dominion gives [his] approval to all the crimes committed by the bands of robbers infesting wilds of western Virginia and calls for more banditti; whose chief delight is to perpetrate atrocities that would bring the blush of shame to the cheek of a savage.”25

			The timing of Governor Letcher’s proclamation and the Virginia Ranger Act passed by the Virginia legislature at Richmond two weeks later was by design. These aired just prior to elections to be held in the Western counties on Thursday April 3rd, 1862, this referendum to ratify or defeat the newly revised West Virginia State Constitution. The original State Constitution which had been submitted to Federal Congress as a requirement for admission as a new State, had been rejected by the House of Representatives because it called for gradual rather than immediate manumission of slaves. The Constitution thus had to be rewritten and again voted upon in a general referendum. Letcher’s proclamation was issued to intimidate voters and deter them from going to the polls. Indeed, voters were intimidated and although the revised State Constitution was carried, voter turnout was low. In Mason County, for one, the vote was taken at Point Pleasant at the Court House, where through foresight or failure, were stockpiled some weapons. The people who voted there were unanimously for the new Constitution, but less than one third of those entitled to vote (free men) did. Only about 600 voted. By contrast, at the election of May 1861 when the referendum on the Ordinance of Secession was held, the vote in Mason county had been about 1,900. Only about a quarter of the male population of Mason was absent at this time in Union and Rebel armies, and thus, the reduction in votes should in theory at least, have been down also by only about a quarter.

			Having lost their foothold in Western Virginia, the Confederacy adopted a new strategy, the Partisan Ranger Acts, by which light mobile units of cavalry would be authorized to attack Federal military and local pro-Union militia companies thus undermining newly established civil organization and support for the Union and the new State movement. The Virginia Partisan Ranger Act was passed on March 27th, 1862. This statute established ranger companies as a legal part of the State military forces. At least ten and not more than twenty companies of rangers could form. These companies were to be made up of men who had their homes in the western portions of the State (those parts held by the Federals). The Rangers were to operate in detachments of one or more companies “on the northern, western and northwestern frontiers of the State.” Their chief purpose was outlined as being “to operate against enemy marauding and foraging parties”26 in conformity with the ‘usage of civilized warfare,’ provided that the enemy also conducted themselves within such usages.27 Partisan troops were subject only to the orders of the commanding officer of regular Confederate States troops, and they were expected to co-operate with regulars only when in close proximity to them. If the purpose of the law was to target Union military troops and supply depots, this happened only incidentally as there were few regulars and depots in the Northwestern counties at this time. In practice, the Ranger Act essentially authorized operatives to be a “law-unto themselves.” In other words, in granting such wide latitude, Letcher had given license to roving bands of partisans to prey upon the general population.

			On April 21st, 1862, the Confederate States Congress followed suit, passing their own Partisan Rangers Act. This version of the Ranger Act gave the Confederate States military more control over the rangers (i.e., after acceptance into the Confederate States service, Partisan Rangers were subject to Confederate States Army Regulations and rangers were entitled to the same pay and rations as other troops in Confederate service) on the one hand, but on the other hand, “the enemy” was more broadly defined. The “enemy” was not limited to “marauding and foraging parties” as in the Virginia Partisan act. The Confederate States act offered incentive money (which Virginia’s act did not)—monetary compensation for captured arms and munitions; and gave flexibility as to how partisan ranger “companies, battalions, or regiments” might serve (i.e., either as infantry or cavalry). In reality, all Confederate States Army Partisan Ranger units were mounted.

			Almost immediately after passage of the Ranger Acts, it was obvious to denizens of the Kanawha Valley that the Rebellion had gained impetus and momentum. Commentary of the time suggests that even to the most casual Kanawha Valley observer, it was obvious that Secessionists and their sympathizers were organizing. Not only had they been organizing but they seemed quite thoroughly and completely organized and, “even the poorest” secessionists suddenly had “means.” Indeed, with passage of the Ranger Acts, secessionists who had fled the northwestern counties during the campaigns of 1861, returned with commissions in hand to recruit mounted forces for “detached” (partisan) service.

			In practice, the civilian population and Union military were all fair game for partisan operatives. Union mail routes were disrupted and citizens could not receive national news, nor the acts of the new legislature at Wheeling. The graves of soldiers were desecrated, and water wells and food were poisoned. Typically, in the dead of night, a band[s] would surround the house of a Union man supposed to have cash or other valuables on hand and demand a ransom or threaten to burn the house down over the family’s heads. For the Unionists, it was in many ways the story of the previous year in replay: not enough arms, not enough ammunition, and neither could be procured in time and quantity to quash the new mischief. The ‘trap and release’ policy of Union military authority (termed ‘the milk and water’ or ‘rosewater policy’ by frustrated citizens, by which arrested partisans were released back into the community upon swearing an oath of allegiance) betrayed a reluctance on the part of the War Department in Washington to act for fear of alienating pro-Southern citizens of border states. For the loyal population the situation was provoking in the extreme.28

			Already as early as April 1862, complaints of the conduct of new Virginia State Rangers reached Governor Letcher. Nothing about them could be overseen. Recruitment and organization of companies proceeded in an unregulated way without keeping records of enlistment or service in the field. It was not then, nor today possible to tally up the actual number of companies raised. Some bands operated effectively against legitimate military targets by gathering intelligence, disrupting communications, capturing horses and supplies, but many bands were made up of men who had been outlaws before the war and they used the conflict as a pretext for unbridled lawlessness.29 So troublesome had they become, that in February 1863, the Virginia State Rangers were transferred to the Confederate States Regular Army and on February 17th, 1864, they were abolished altogether by the Confederate States Congress.

			As a result of the Ranger Acts, Northwest Virginia came to have many partisan bands. Some were made up of locals and some came over considerable distances to harass Union citizens and military. One journalist writing for the Gallipolis, Ohio Journal (issue of February 18th, 1864) remarked that “[t]he State of W[est] V[irgini]a is not so intensely loyal as some persons wish it to be considered. The fact is, that region of the country is just as well stocked with rebels, both armed and unarmed as any other portion of the South.”30 To name a few, there was the Tom Holly squad that operated in Mason County; and a “nest of guerrillas” from Tazewell County “at the waters of Big Hurricane.”31 There was Jim Mitchell of Point Pleasant; the “notorious Bill Smith” who operated with his band in Wayne County (with a preference for Ceredo and vicinity) and Cabell Counties. There was ‘Nounings gang;’ the “notorious” Bill Harper;32 Doc Bledsoe who was determined to hold Western Virginia for the Confederacy; and one Lieutenant Keaton operating along Guyan River. There was also one Captain Downs, a “noted guerrilla” who operated with a small band on the Little Kanawha.33 There was a Captain [Hurston ?] Spurlock of Wayne County [of Co. E 16th Va. Cavalry?] who operated around Guyandotte and another Spurlock [Burwell?34] ranged in Mason and in adjacent counties. There was Ferguson’s gang; William and Phil Thurmond; Albert G. Jenkins of “Green Bottom,” Cabell County;35 and Colonel John N. Clarkson who operated in Cabell and Wayne Counties with his Border Rangers. Colonel Clarkson commanded troops in the Virginia State Line. It was a partisan organization (according to the Weekly Register) that been recruited from counties in West Virginia and Eastern Kentucky.36 Clarkson had been responsible for the attack on the 5th and 9th West Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiments at Guyandotte on November 10th of 1861 (called the “Guyandotte Massacre”), a murderous affair involving citizens of the town who attacked both military and Union citizens. Among Clarkson’s command this day were the Petersburg Rangers, Missouri State Militia, commanded by Captain Henry Clay Pate, who on June 2, 1856 had been defeated and captured at the battle of Black Jack by abolitionist John Brown and his band.37 “Hammerclaw” or “Claw-Hammer” Witcher, “a living skeleton of a man” operated with a band of over 200 against Union citizens and Federal forces in the Kanawha Valley and on both sides of the Ohio River, in Kentucky and Western Virginia. At Beech Creek, 45 miles south of Chapmansville, on August 6th, 1862, he attacked a detachment of the 4th Virginia Infantry Regiment routing the Federals, killing three and wounding eight.38 Among those killed, was Major John T. Hall in command of the detachment. He was younger brother to James R. Hall, future Lieutenant-Colonel of the 13th Virginia. Some contemporaries who knew the Hall brothers as cadets at Virginia Military Institute, have pointed out that while James had thus far avoided enlisting in the army—presumably due to his responsibilities as deputy sheriff—but perhaps, as has been suggested, because his sympathies lay with the South, it was his brother’s death and the brutality shown him while for two hours he lay mortally wounded, a prisoner in Witcher’s hands, that changed James’ mind and compelled him join the Union army and to go at the business of raising men for the 13th Regiment with such energy and devotion.

			






			Major General John Fremont
Stirs Things Up

			On March 11th, 1862, there was a re-organization of the Federal military districts39 and a new commander appointed which brought a glimmer of hope to pro-Union men. The Mountain Department was created from the Department of West Virginia and Eastern Kentucky and Major-General John Charles Fremont assumed command of it on March 29th, 1862. Fremont could hardly be called a great military mind but he was a man of action, goal-oriented, with an extraordinary reputation of accomplishment. Importantly, he was an anti-slavery man who had no little tolerance for guerillas which for West Virginians could well have been enough in itself to recommend him. His appointment signaled to Unionists in the Kanawha Valley, civilians and soldiers, that a sterner policy in dealing with rebel partisans might at last be implemented.40

			John C. Fremont (1813-1890) also known as “The Pathfinder,” had been many things: an explorer and expedition leader, navy and army officer, topographical engineer for the U.S. Army, who conducted important surveys of rivers west of the Mississippi facilitating the westward expansion of the 1830s, ’40s and ’50s. He settled in the Sierra Foothills of California, entered politics as a Republican and anti-slavery candidate and was elected as one of the first two senators from California to Congress in Washington. He made a run for U.S. President against James Buchanan in 1851 but was defeated. After the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Major General Fremont was put in command of the Western Department with headquarters in St. Louis, Missouri. Just a few thousand men were available to him but he made of them an effective fighting force despite chronic problems supplying his men and the fact that pro-South Missourans were in rebellion. His methods of dealing with the latter which included emancipation of slaves, however, were considered extreme at that early stage in the conflict when loyalties of slave-owning border States still hung in the balance, and he was relieved of command by President Lincoln.41 Fremont’s methods were however, exactly what recommended him to pro-Union West Virginians.

			Fremont’s reputation was saved, so the story goes, by influential Republican friends who secured his appointment to the newly created Mountain Department. Be that as it may, editors of pro-Union West Virginia newspapers indicate that Fremont’s fame had preceded him and Unionists in the Kanawha Valley were favorably disposed to his appointment, anticipating that he would make practical and prompt, a more stringent policy toward secessionists and partisan rangers in particular. Relief from guerrilla depredations seemed at hand in the person Fremont. Fremont might well have been that man for the job, but his attention was immediately diverted by orders to retake Chattanooga, Tennessee and by the uproar caused by General Stonewall Jackson’s operations in Eastern Virginia. As a result, although Fremont broadened the scope of how to handle the partisan element (that is, “to fight them in their own style, and by rapid marches, vigorous attacks and severe measures, annihilate them”) the matter of containing guerrillas remained still a matter for the unmounted infantry and local militia.

			One need only consider the small number of troops as compared to the wide area of wild country west of the Alleghenies and in the Kanawha Valley to be scouted and policed to appreciate the enormity of the task of keeping guerillas in check. Note particularly the small number of cavalry—exactly the kind of troops needed in force, to go after partisans rangers who were all mounted, struck suddenly without warning and then melted into the rough Virginia terrain. The total Union force reported present in the Kanawha District by General William Rosecrans on March 24th, 1862, was “twelve and three-tenths Regiments of Infantry numbering 10,780 men; [a mere] fifteen companies Cavalry numbering 1,086 men; and two Batteries Artillery with two hundred and five men.”42 The District of the Kanawha, along with the other forces of the Mountain Department (these being the Cheat Mountain District; the Railroad District; the District of Big Sandy Valley and District of the Gap numbering in toto some “35 and two tenths Regiments of Infantry: 30,434 men; 36 companies Cavalry: 2,741 men and 9 Batteries Artillery: 1,096 men”) guarded “a frontier 350 miles long approached by roads more or less perpendicular to that line of frontier, with few cross communications. They also guard[ed] the depots, bridges + tunnels on 300 miles of rail-road + 200 miles of water communication.”43 Insufficient numbers of cavalry and insufficient numbers of infantry to garrison and support cavalry operations (as was later done later by detachments of 13th West Virginia troops by companies, who worked effectively together with the 3rd West Virginia Cavalry) could do little to counteract the rising number of guerrilla incursions and depredations which occurred with renewed vigor in consequence of the Partisan Act.

			As indicated above, Maj. Gen. Fremont urged individual initiative and that all troops operate against guerrillas in kind, employing guerrilla counter-measures of ambush, shock attack etc., as evidenced by Orders No. 11, issued by him on April 7th, 1862, a week after assuming command of the Mountain Department. Fremont’s orders indicate both his resolve and experience with irregular warfare as fought in the far West:

			I. Commanders of Posts, and all troops not moving in the field, are directed to use their utmost exertions to destroy the various bands of guerrillas now beginning to infest the Department. The activity of the rebels must be met by corresponding watchfulness. While it is impossible to guard all the points liable to be attacked by these bands, it is easy to fight them in their own style, and by rapid marches, vigorous attacks and severe measures, annihilate them. To this end, therefore, sudden and frequent movements must be made, both by night and day. Commanders will obtain from scouts, and every other source of information, the earliest and best intelligence with regard to the movements and haunts of the marauders, and surprise and attack them whenever possible. It is desirable that all the reliable information of any such guerrilla movements shall be also transmitted directly to the Headquarters of this Department, By command of Major General Fremont. Albert Tracy, Captain and Assistant Adjutant General.44

			A public forum convened at Point Pleasant, Mason County, coincidentally on the same day (Monday April 7th, 1862) that Fremont issued “Orders No. 11.” The meeting as reported in the Point Pleasant Weekly Register suggests that Fremont was both stirring things up and having a positive effect along the line of the Kanawha River. Large numbers of farmers had taken the boat down the river to lay in seed for a new crop—their entire stock having been either taken away or destroyed by “rebels under Jenkins and Clarkson.”45 On April 16th, 1862, J.B. Baumgardner (a future recruiting officer for the 13th) wrote to State Adjutant General H. J. Samuels46 from Ceredo regarding guerrilla depredations in Cabell County and the need for ammunition for two new companies of militia:

			Please forward to me at this place one thousand (1000) rounds ‘Enfield cartridges’ for the use of two ‘Home Guards’ now in this county commanded by Capts Wm. Shannon47 and Wm. Battram. These Capts want commissions they are willing to take their commissions under the ‘Militia’ or as ‘Home Guards’ Rebels again have made their appearance in the county and are committing depredations of the vilest kind they are taking and confiscating all property belonging to Union men that they can lay their hands ‘Clawhammer’ is now in Cabell (true to his instinct) stealing and plundering everything that comes in his way. You will please send if possible 20 Guns if you cannot get Riffles send muskets for they are badly needed.48

			While Western Virginia contended with its “plague of guerrillas,” the Union army there opened its spring campaign. During the first weeks of May, Federal troops were typically moved from positions behind “the lines” and moved forward towards the enemy. This left communities in their rear open to guerrilla depredation. To offset the withdrawal of forces and complement these movements, on May 1st, Francis Pierpont, Governor of the Restored Government at Wheeling called out all Western Virginia volunteer forces. On May 3rd, he issued a call for additional forces to all commanding officers of the State militia.49

			Partisans in the Northwest counties kept pace with the escalation of activity attending the opening of the campaign season. Anna Starr, living in Mason City, Mason County, wrote to her mother on May 5th regarding the current onslaught of guerrilla incursions, her fears regarding her husband William Starr then serving with the 9th Regiment West Virginia Infantry at Guyandotte and that Fremont was “stirring” things up militarily:

			The guerrillas have commenced operations here already four hundred of the moccasin rangers came into Spencer a town in Roane Co northeast of our county, and took three companies (what was left of them after the fight) prisoners of the 11th Virginia (Union) according to report they now have possession of the town but I heard this morning that a detachment of Union soldiers from Parkersburg Va had been sent out there to fight them. […] I feel very uneasy about William’s being left at Guyandotte with so small a force I think he is in great danger of just such another raid from Clarkson’s Cavalry as was enacted there last summer, when the whole regiment was there I felt easier, but with only half of it, I think his position a very important, responsible and dangerous one. [… T]here is little doubt they will have fighting to do before long Gen. Fremont is stirring the mountain department up War prospects as far as our armies are concerned look very bright, but these dreadful guerrillas when, where, or how, will they ever be put down it is thought here, that they will dev[a]state Western Virginia worse this summer than last, keeping our border towns in constant fear.50

			Just prior to May 10th, Governor of the Provisional Government, Francis H. Pierpont received intelligence deemed reliable that Albert G. Jenkins Cavalry were “on the headwaters of the Guyandotte and the rivers that interlock therewith, and that guerrilla parties are forming within 50 miles of the Ohio River, who have already shot and killed peaceable citizens in Wayne and other border counties.”51 Inhabitants of the tri-State area: of Point Pleasant, Virginia; Gallispolis and Ironton, Ohio and “other border towns” anticipating “the long-threatened vengeance of Jenkins and Clarkson” moved away “in considerable numbers.” Pierpont appealed to Gen. Fremont (cmdg. the Mountain District) for military support requesting that Colonel J.A.J. Lightburn (4th Virginia Infantry, comdg. forces in the Kanawha Valley) spare no effort and

			by frequent and sudden attacks, by rapid marches without transportation, by surprises and severity, to destroy all bands forming and organized in your district, and by terrorizing these marauders finally to uproot the whole system.52

			May 14th (1862), J.B. Baumgardner wrote from Ceredo on behalf of himself and concerned citizens of Ceredo (namely Thomas J. Merritt, J.B. Bowen, Randolph Reeding, Abraham Ludy, P. Edmonds, Eli Porter, W.L. Hall, A.F. Morse, and O.W. Griswold, future 1st Lieutenant of Company H 13th Virginia Infantry Regiment) to Adjutant General H.J. Samuels. Bumgardner and the above named men, who signed his petition, requested authority to organize a “Patrol Company” to drive out a band of guerrillas who were prowling through the county. Wrote Bumgardner in his addenda: “All are willing to join. All the men desire are arms and encouragement.”53 Together with the petition was a separate letter written by Bumgardner referencing his own efforts to organize and arm volunteers in Wayne County. Bumgardner supplied Samuels with ample detail of the precarious nature of the current situation. He petitioned for a “patrol company” to be “continually on the scout” and noted that while many came forward to sign the petition, fear prevented more than just a few to actually volunteer for duty:

			Enclosed you will find a petition to raise a ‘Patrol Company’ for this county the purpose of this company is to be continually on
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