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For Annie Pearl Avery, a civil rights activist and foot soldier who
 courageously participated in the voting rights marches described in this
 book and is still walking the walk, volunteering her time to provide me
 and others with priceless guidance through the National Voting Rights
 Museum and Institute in Selma, Alabama —J.W.

Thank you, God, for the gifts. Dedicated to my grandmothers for climbing
 the hill to get us all to freedom. —S.W.E.
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The illustrations were rendered in mixed media.

Random House Children’s Books supports
 the First Amendment and celebrates the right to read.







[image: title page]

 




 







[image: ]




[image: ]

A very old woman stands at the bottom
 of a very steep hill. It’s Voting Day, she’s
 an American, and by God, she is going to
 vote. Lillian is her name.
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It’s a long haul up that steep hill. It’s a long haul
 when you’ve been alive for a hundred years. It’s a long
 haul when you’ve lived the life that Lillian has—and
 walked so far in her shoes. When Lillian looks up, it’s
 more than blue sky she sees. She sees history.

Lillian sees her great-great-grandparents Elijah and
 Sarah. They are standing side by side on an auction
 block. Sarah is holding their baby, Edmund. They are
 being sold as slaves in front of the very same Alabama
 courthouse where rich white men, and no one else,
 are allowed to vote.
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Lillian starts her slow climb.

Though the sun shines brightly, Lillian sees a
 dark time from years long past. She sees her great-
grandpa Edmund, now grown. He is owned by
 another man, forced to pick cotton from daybreak
 to nightfall—right here in this country where it is
 written that “all men are created equal.” He sure
 doesn’t have the right to vote. In fact, he doesn’t
 have the right to do much at all—until after the
 Civil War, which will end slavery.





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_003_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_002_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_001_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_cvi_r1.jpg
A CELEBRATION OF THE VOTING RIGHT

-





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_009_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_008_r1.jpg
e SRR |

AR g

e e

e T AT L A0 2y 5 ek e et A e )

i

IUER———————————EEA R
e

e

%

s Brmsescos st bty e
2 ,(z;f‘.if..-qiisaﬂc;. o crran

B

A

L





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_007_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_006_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_005_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/wint_9780385390309_epub3_004_r1.jpg
A CELEBRATION OF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965

LILLIAN'S RIGHT 10 VUTE

Jjonah wintar
ILLUSTRATED BY

shanz w. avans

schwartz () wade books - new york










