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​CHAPTER ONE: THE ETERNAL GOD REVEALED (LINDSAY PRASHER)
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On reading through the Book of the Psalms, one can’t but be impressed with the many expressions of the appreciation of God as JEHOVAH, the timeless, ever existing One, who has revealed Himself to mankind in no uncertain way.  Three aspects of this divine outgoing activity which inspired the psalmists to call upon their fellows to give praise, worship and blessing to God are 1) His Creation by the spoken Word, 2) His written Word and 3) His way of dealing with the nations. Such a God, awesomely greater than mere man, should be reverenced as such by man.

Creation

Man was the last of God’s creative works and hence he was just not there when the rest of the creation was effected: so only God can tell man what happened, and he must accept it by faith. It’s interesting to note what facets of creation are revealed through the psalmists by the Holy Spirit, because they concur with the first chapter of Genesis.


(i) Considerable emphasis is placed on the creation by God of the celestial orbs, which are mentioned in Psalms 19, 33 and 136. It was always necessary to remind people of this, in view of the tendency to take the sun, moon and stars as gods in their own right. In Deuteronomy 4:19, a specific warning was given to Israel against this very form of idolatry, which was widespread among the heathen.

(ii) Psalm 33:6 goes a stage further, by stating that not only did God effect the creation of the heavenly orbs, but that it was by the Word of His mouth.

(iii) Psalm 33:9 goes further still, because each phase of all creation was instantaneous with that spoken Word: “For He spake and it was done, He commanded and it stood fast”. This corresponds to, “And God said ... and it was so” of Genesis 1:7, 9, 11, 14, 15, 24.

(iv) Understandably, the sun comes in for tremendous appreciation, as is so beautifully expressed by David in Psalm 19:5-6: “Which is ‘as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, And rejoiceth as a strong man to run his course. His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

(v) The first three verses of the same psalm highlight the silent eloquence of all the celestial orbs in the praise of their creator, as day by day and night by night they go far beyond the bare minimum of their appointed purpose in “signs and seasons and days and years”, by ceaselessly declaring His glory, “forever singing as they shine, the Hand that made us is divine”.


The Written Word

Psalm 19 also highlights the silent eloquence of God’s written Word. No audible voice declares it from heaven, but it’s available to mankind, and never so freely as in today’s world. The Bible is still the world’s bestseller. For the psalmists, however, it was the Law of the Lord, the Old Testament Pentateuch, given by God to Moses, which was in their possession, and it was highly prized for:


- its perfection in converting the soul and giving wisdom (v.7);

- its effectiveness in bringing happiness and enlightenment (v.8);

- its truth and righteousness, promoting the fear of the Lord (v.9);

- its preciousness and sweetness (v.10);

- its reward for those who heed and keep it (v.11);

- its power to preserve lives from sinning (vv. 12-13).


Today’s more extensive Old and New Testaments are equally potent in all these directions. This is particularly so, because there has appeared on earth the God-Man who was the living personification of the Law of the Lord, kept in all its perfection in every aspect. Nor did He keep it to Himself: of His disciples He said, “I have given them Thy Word”.

Psalm 12 contrasts the Word of the Lord with that of mere humans, whose lives are dulled by the dross of vanity, flattery, pride and oppression of the poor. Not so our wonderful God, whose words are pure, “as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times”. The psalmist complained that men who reverenced, and allowed their lives to be governed by, such words are few and far between; so it appears today.

God’s action among the nations

The God who has revealed Himself in Creation and in His written Word, also expresses Himself powerfully in His dealings with the nations of the world, and the psalmists were not slow to appreciate it for the times of which they knew. A striking case was that of Egypt at Israel’s deliverance from bondage, when God divided the Red Sea to allow His people’s clean escape, but caused the wall of water to fall back when Pharaoh attempted to cross the Sea, drowning his mighty army, as Psalm 136: 10-15 so vividly depicts. Sihon, king of the Amorites and Og, king of Bashan equally, but less dramatically, suffered at the hand of the Lord for Israel’s benefit as they moved towards the promised land. More generally, Psalm 33:16 declares that: “There is no king saved by the multitude of an host, a mighty man is not delivered by great strength.”

Verse 10 of the same psalm gives warning to those who think negatively in respect of divine purpose, or just ignore it, that: “The LORD bringeth the counsel of the nations to nought: He maketh the thoughts of the peoples to be of none effect.”  In recent years, hasn’t there been unfolding before us a vast change in world affairs. Two super-powers who formerly glared menacingly at each other, backed by enormous quantities of weapons, are now talking to each other and have actually destroyed certain of those weapons. Such barriers had to come down, because Scripture predicts that at the end time, all nations will be united against the Lord and His Anointed (Psalm 2:2). On the other hand, the grip of communism on Europe has been considerably reduced, allowing the entrance of the Word of God into countries which so recently refused its admission. This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. The Lord still rules in the kingdom of men and His divine purposes are being worked out.

Finally, Psalm 33:12 implies a longing shared by many Christians today: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD”. In reality, this desirable state was worked out in the past exclusively with Israel and that for short periods only. Today, there is no nation which totally takes God as the Lord: Israel certainly is far from accepting divine rule. However, the time isn’t too distant when Israel will take as their Messiah the very Jesus Christ whom they once rejected and killed. That will be when He returns to earth for His millennial reign; then all nations will bow to the Lord as their God. Come soon, Lord Jesus!
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​CHAPTER TWO: A GOD OF SOVEREIGN MAJESTY (REG JONES)
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In our meditations on the Psalms in this chapter, we will concentrate on the Sovereign Majesty of God. This is a subject which defies full description in a logical way because we as mortals can appreciate so little of the character of God, but poetry is able to achieve in measure what logical description cannot.  The Psalms are full of references to God, so that in one chapter it will be impossible to cover all relevant passages. We restrict our consideration therefore to just five Psalms where the greatness of God is seen.

Psalm 29

Psalm 29 is a psalm of David in which he contemplates the voice of the Lord. His voice is described as being powerful and full of majesty. Perhaps the thunder is the best illustration we have of the power of the voice of God: although this is a natural occurrence, it is only as God controls nature that we hear thunder. God’s voice is louder and more powerful than the thunder. Job exclaimed, after reviewing the wonder of God’s workings, “Lo, these are but the outskirts of His ways: and how small a whisper do we hear of Him! But the thunder of His power who can understand?” (Job 26:14). How mighty the booming claps of thunder sound, but it would be a mistake for us to think that thunder is the full extent of the voice of God. As an example of how powerful God’s voice can be, perhaps we might think of Elijah in Mount Horeb. There in the cave he heard the might of the Lord expressed in the wind, then in the earthquake, then in the fire but the Lord was not in these powerful natural wonders. Finally there came to him the still small voice, and the Lord was in that voice saying “What doest thou here Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:9-13).

The majesty of the Lord is seen by David in the wonders of nature - thunder, the forest fires, the earthquake, as well as in the quiet scenes of natural life - the birth of the young deer and the skipping of the calves. But all this is outshone by God’s temple, where everything says Glory. “The LORD sat as King at the Flood; yea, the LORD sitteth as King for ever” (v.10), but how wonderful to contemplate that in His people the Lord exhibits His strength and He will “bless His people with peace”. No matter how immense is the power of God, shown in the greatness of nature, He is much more to His people: weak and ineffectual though they might be in the earth, they have the God who works wonders on their side and His sovereign majesty, as known to them, is far beyond anything that nature is able to demonstrate.

Psalm 33

Psalm 33 is a Psalm whose author is unknown. Its first verse, however, is very much like the last verse of Psalm 32, which was a Psalm of David. Here we have more examples of the sovereign majesty of God in the wonders of His works in creation. It is not the voice of the Lord here as it was in Psalm 29, but the Word of the Lord. The distinction between voice and word is easy to appreciate. In John 12 the Father spoke from heaven declaring the glory of His Name, but not all who heard understood the message spoken. They thought it thundered. A voice can just be a sound. The companions of Paul on the Damascus road heard the sound without understanding the message, which was for Paul’s ears only. 

When, therefore, we consider the references in Psalm 33 to the creation, it was “By the Word of the Lord” that the heavens were made (verse 6) and “He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast” (v.9). We are immediately reminded of John 1:3 speaking about the Lord Jesus as the Word of God: “All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that hath been made”. And Hebrews 11:3: “By faith we understand that the worlds have been framed by the Word of God”. No wonder that men are overawed by the great wonders of God’s creation. I’m always impressed when standing on one of the high mountains of Mid Glamorgan, with a commanding view of valleys and hills beyond, by the fact that someone in authority who had a reverence for God’s things has placed a plaque near to the roadside, on which
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