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      This series is a tribute to all historical romance readers and researchers who, like me, love delving into history and discovering as much as possible about past eras.

      Historical images and texts are labeled with as much information and copyright status as possible  and credit given to sources such as museums, libraries, and universities.

      The way I have discussed historical facts and displayed the images and information is entirely my own work and wording and copyrighted by Suzi Love. All rights to the arguments, discussions, and layouts used in this book are therefore reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form other than brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews and full credit must be given to the author.

      For more information, please contact the author at suzi@suziLove.com
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            Lady’s Day

          

        

      

    

    
      The older lady’s day usually started with her toilette in her bedroom, where her maid helped her dress for the day and styled her hair. After that, she would join her family downstairs for breakfast unless she preferred a tray with either tea or hot chocolate in her bedroom as she prepared for her busy day.

      Her day would be made up of speaking with the housekeeper and the cook about the week’s menus, assuring that the servants were all available that day and no one was ill, and checking the list of foods needed.

      She would also enquire if the laundry was up to date and that they had enough good linen to make up all the beds before extended family members and guests arrived. If she was in the country and hosting a weekend house party, she would assign rooms to the guests on her lists and query that all was in readiness for their arrival.
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      Visitor to a House is given the Best Bedroom by the hostess.

      Extra staff would need to be brought in from the local village to cope with the extra guests and their servants, and the stable master notified of how many coaches he would need to accommodate.
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      Delivering The Dinner.
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      Please help yourself to breakfast from the sideboard.

      In the morning she may be chaperoning her daughters and their friends on a shopping trip to Bond Street or any of the fashionable shops off Bond Street that catered to ladies of quality.

      Jermym Street, though noted for its menswear shops, also housed Floris, the perfume and soap maker certified by the Royal House, and the lady may have a visit there on her list. Or perhaps they were visiting a dressmaker, or modiste, to select fabric and patterns to have new gowns made.

      
        
        ‘At ten o'clock in the morning Bond street was comparatively quiet, if not dull; several of the shopkeepers were arranging their merchandise in the most attractive forms to catch the glance of the beautiful, the gay, the noble, and the rich, who were soon to pass in such crowds through that celebrated thoroughfare; and jewelry, cosmetics, silks, lace, paintings, and books, presented a pleasing variety to the observant eye’. From: 1820 The English Metropolis by John Corry.

      

      

      After luncheon, the lady and some of her children might pay some morning calls or leave cards at the homes of acquaintances to let them know that the family was back in Town and available for social visits. Later in the day, a walk or ride in the park was a wonderful chance to speak with acquaintances and to show off the new carriage her husband had purchased for her convenience.

      Whether she was at her London town house or her country estate, each day, the lady of the house planned the menus and consulted with the housekeeper, or cook or chef, about what was needed from the markets and what foods were in season and best to serve. Generally, a cook’s assistant and a footman or two would be dispatched to the market each morning to purchase the day’s food.

      In addition, food was bought from the street vendors who carried everything from milk to brooms and brushes. The housekeeper would keep records of everything purchased and the lady in charge would go over these accounts to make sure that any member of staff was not robbing the man of the house, who paid all the larger bills. Things like butcher’s bills would have been enormous when a household was large and had a large number of servants to feed as well. Caring for all members of the household was a big responsibility and was taken very seriously.

      As well as the menus and food purchases, the lady in charge would meet with the housekeeper on a regular basis, perhaps once a week, and inspect the household linen and decide what needed to be mended or replaced. Many big town houses in the cities sent laundry out as piece work to local laundresses but there was still a lot of personal washing for the family members and servants to be done.

      Gossiping was another favorite pastime for the older woman, and each on dit was listened to, gasped over, and passed on to the next person the lady met. Who knew there were at least some privacy ethics in 1807?  Because, goodness, knows, most of the Beau Monde had plenty of time to sit and gossip about everything and everyone, though etiquette dictated that deny every gossiping if confronted.

      
        
        ‘To Our Correspondents, Numerous enquiries having been made after the author of our valuable article on Singing (Vol. I. No. 8, and 10), we think it necessary to acquaint our Readers, that it is our rule not to give the names of any author who has not signed it himself; but that we can recommend a lady who teaches singing according to the principles laid down in the said article.’ 1807 January - June La Belle Assemblée or Belle's Court and Fashion Magazine via Google Books (PD-180)
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        Husband and Wife At Home
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      As with everything in these very social and social climbing years, the lady in charge of a house took her duties very seriously as not only did her husband and children depend on her to run and orderly household, but she had high standards to reach if she wanted to be noted as a hostess extraordinaire.

      ‘Morning visitors are generally received in the drawing-room. To preserve this apartment neat, and to exhibit good taste in its decorations and the arrangements of its furniture, are of some importance to the mistress of a family. From these, strangers are apt to form an opinion of the character of its proprietor. The drawing-room is that part of a private house in which decorations and embellishments are most in place.’

      1825 Domestic Duties Instructions To Young Married Ladies

      Ladies took note of all the grand houses, their location, their inhabitants, who was in residence for the season and how the interiors were decorated.

      In 1819, Leigh's New Picture of London listed many Noblemen's Residences.  “Our limits will not suffer us to give an ample description of all the noble houses which are inhabited by elevated individuals in the metropolis.  We enumerate those, however, which are of the most distinguished rank,—Apsley House, Hyde Park Corner, the Marquess of Wellesley's, recently purchased by the Duke of Wellington,—the Earl of Chesterfield's, South Audley street,—the Duke of Devonshire's, and the Earl of Egremout's, in Piccadilly,—Foley House,—Gloucester House, Upper Grosvenor street,—Earl Harcourt's, Cavendish square,—Marquess of Lansdowne's, Berkeley square, Marquess of Hertford's, Manchester square, Lord Melbourne's, Whitehall,—theDuke of Norfolk's, St. James's square,— Burlington House, Piccadilly,—Earl Spencer's, St. James's Place,—the Marquess of Anglesea's, Burlington street,—Lord Grenville's, in the Green Park,—the Earl of Liverpool's, at Fife House,—and Prince Leopold has taken that fine building called Marlborough House, where His Royal Highness will reside in the winter season.’
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        1800s Early London TownHouses.

      

      Decorating, and redecorating, became a favorite pastime for women and for the wealthier families, no expense was spared to keep up with the latest trends of Oriental or Egyptian decorating, or whatever else caught the lady’s eye.

      
        
        ‘Which are now most fashionable, painted or papered walls?  Painted walls, chiefly of pale colors, are at this time most general; but, in a drawing room, I prefer paper. The rich, gold-flowered and deep crimson, embossed papers are much in vogue for large rooms, in which rich warm colors, and large patterns may be assembled together without inconsistency, and without offending the eye to that degree which a similar selection of colors would occasion in small apartments, where simplicity, lightness, and cheerfulness should prevail.’

        1825 Domestic Duties Instructions To Young Married Ladies.

        

      

      Naturally, a lady wanted her family, her guests, and herself to be comfortable in the home she was creating for them, so only the best furniture would do if she were to retain her title of decorator extraordinaire.
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      1811-1820 Regency Era Armchairs or in French, Bergere.

      
        
        ‘Rose-wood chairs and tables have, for some time, taken place of japanned and mahogany furniture; and elm, of which the veinings are extremely varied and beautiful, is still more in vogue than rose-wood. Satin-wood is going out of favor, which is not, I think, surprising, as it is a poor, cold-looking wood, without any variety of veining, and is incapable of receiving a polish, except by varnish. ‘ 1825 Domestic Duties Instructions To Young Married Ladies.

        

      

      
        
          [image: 1811-1820 Regency Era Sofas and Couches.]
        

      

      1811-1820 Regency Era Sofas and Couches.

      
        
        ‘The curtains, in a drawing-room, are made of various materials, but never of moreen. Chintz, and watered and plain damasks, are most usual. The colors for drawing-room curtains are generally delicate; and the curtains are now made with great simplicity. They are hung upon a richly gilt, or brass rod, with large brass rings, and have no drapery or cornice. White muslin curtains, edged with lace, or with a ribbon run through broad hems, are still much used as inner curtains or blinds.’ 1825 Domestic Duties Instructions To Young Married Ladies.
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